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ELI. 

CHAPTER I. 

FJi, high prieft and judge—rajhly cenjured Hannah — 
bkjfed her—pleafed with Samuel—unhappy in his ovpi 
two fons, whom be reproved , hut loo tenderly—rebuked 
and threatened by the Lord—meekly 'Jubmitted — trem¬ 
bled for the ark of God, and * died upon its being 
taken. 

Th e chara&ers of men are various j nor is it eafy 
to affign to each his proper place. For though all 
■will finally be ranked and treated cf according to 
truth/’ and though many, even under our own obfer- 
vation, difeover at once their real ftate and difpofi- 
tions, yet not a few are of fo dubious a caft, that we 
cannot with confidence pronounce concerning them. 
No wonder, therefore, that cafes of this kind meet us 
in the facred hiflory. Almoft every example, there 
propofed to us, will furnilh us with “ inftru&ion in 
righteoulhefs /' but it is not neceffary, that we form a 
Vol. II. B decided 
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decided opinipn of eachvperfon, whofc name is record- 
id. Some circumftances may incline us to favour them, 
and others may bias oyr minds againft them. Our 
fentencc, however, if we Ihould venture to deliver any, 
cannot afredt their intcreft in the court of heaven, where 
imeir cliarayfl^* is 'infallibly difeerned, and their eternal 
tftate ha$ long-fince been * unalterably determined.— 
But we are called, not lo much to fit in judgment on 
vXJur fdlo#cre&tures, as to examine our own heart’s, and 
n tb learn, what line of conduct we ought to purfuc. 
While we arc confidently, then/ the infpired account 
of this or that life, let us enquire, To what defeription 
do we belong? It will anfwcr but a poor purpofe, to 
know what others are, if we be ftrangers to our- 
felves. 

' In pairing through the different periods of feripture 
hiftory, we do not flop to contemplate every minute 
tranfa&ion, or inveftigate the character of all thofe, to 
whom any reference is made; for* that*would lead us 
into a field, far too extenfivc fir our plan. But we 
have endeavoured to lcleft fucii, as arc of peculiar 
eminence, and afford the moll ufeful lcllbns of inftruc- 
tion. Little, indeed, is told us concerning the man, to 
whom we now turn our attention, but we may learn 
much from his example. Eli, we believe, was pof- 
fefled of real piety; but, though he filial a molt im¬ 
portant ftation, his religion did not appear in a confpi- 
cuous and honourable light. In fome parts of his 
conduct, at leafl, as a Parent, a Magillrate, and a 
Pricft, he was lhamefully remifs and negligent: on 

which 
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■which account he came under the difpleafurc of God, 
and his cafe is held out as a warning to us. # 

Not long after the death of Jofhua, there was an 
awful declenfion in the flate and cha rafter of the Ifrael- 
ites*. The worfhip of God, which had been fo 
lolemnly eftablilhed, was not faithfully and uniformly 
maintained; and iniquity fpread very rapidly amongft 
them. Tliere was alfo much confufion in their civil 
polity. We obferve no vigorous exertion of power, 
for the punilhment 05 reflraint of evil doers; but again 
and again we read, 'that c< every man did that which 
was right in his own eyes.”.* The anger of the Lord, 
therefore, was kindled againft them, and, to chaflife 
as well as to reprefs their liccntioufnefs. He repeat¬ 
edly “ gave them 'into the hand of the heathen; and 
they that hated them ruled over them.” Yet He did 
not utterly forfake them. He had companion upon 
them in their diftrefs, and frequently, by the molt, gra¬ 
cious interpofrtion, wrought deliverance for them. He 
himfelf, indeed, preferved the fupreme authority, and 
direfted the management of all their public affairs. 
Their government, therefore, was properly a Theo¬ 
cracy; and their chief afting magiftrate was no other 
than the vicegerent of God. For the fpace of three 
hundred years, their adminillration was, for the moft 
part, committed to certain perfons called Judces. 
Thcie were not fo much the fta;ed rulers, as occafional 
protestors of the people, raifed up for a particular der 
fign, inverted with a divine commiflion, and endued with^ 
wifdom, ftrength, and courage, to execute the puipolfc 

• See Judges, ii. ic—19. 
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of Ileaven. They were generally made ufe of, to ef¬ 
fect a reformation, or to rtfeue the Hate from impend¬ 
ing ruin. In fomc inftaftces tlieir truH cealcd, as foon 
as the objedt of it was accompliflicd; in others it was 
perpetual; and then they continued, in tlieir refpcc- 
tive diftridts, to aflminiftcr juflice, with the full power, 
but not with all the pomp and Iplendour, of a king.—■ 
In Eli the two principal offices, civil and ecclefiaftical, 
wciC united; for he was the High-prieH, as well as 
Judge oflfrad, for forty years. * 

Y...r, m-v ] Ic is firlt introduced In the-facred hiftory, 

11’>6. as prcfiJing over *he divine fervice at Shiloh, 
when I lannah, the mother of Samuel, was “ pouring 
out her foul,” with much fervour and diftrefs, “ before 
tin? Lord V’ From rhp agitation ifie difeovered, Eli 
luipedled that Hie had been guilty of excels, and was 
at the very time in a Hate of intoxication. Cafes of 
this l>ind, probably, were common: to fuch a degree 
did licentioufnds prevail. It became him, therefore, 
as the mini tier of religion, to reprove the fin; and ac¬ 
cordingly he addrefled himfelf 10 her in terms of levere 
cenfure. But he had formed a ralh judgment, ami 
thereby condemned one, whom he ought to have ap¬ 
proval and comforted.—I Iow often may appearances 
deceive us, fo is to lead us to unfavourable conciufion!! 
againH the molt excellent characters, and for thole very 
paits of their conduct, which are truly honourable! Ir 
will be expedient, then, to with-hold cur dccifions, 
even where lbme circumHances may lean to jultify the 


* 1 Sam. i. 1, Sec. 
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harfneft fentence, at lealt till the fufpeclei per Ions cay 
anfwcr for themfelves. 

Eli had been precipitate, but he was open to con¬ 
viction. Upon Hannah’s declaring her integrity, and ' 
the nature of her fituation, he readil/ retraced his un¬ 
charitable rebuke* and pronounced his benediction, 
where he had thought a heavy punifnment was due. 
Such candour in one of an exalted rank is rare. Alas! 
how few are willing, to acknowledge themfelves mif- 
taken, or to'entertain a good opinion of thofe, whom 
they have once confidcred as hypocrites! 

The aged pried difeovered an affectionate regard to 
the parents of Samuel for devoting their firft-born ibn 
to the fervice of *thc Lord *. He blefied them And 
prayed for them. This attention to them, on a religi¬ 
ous account, was a mark of real piety in him. For 
we cannot give a ftronger evidence of unfeigned love 
to God, than by ’ manifejting an uniform and difin- 
terefted love to thofe, who are molt zealous for His 
glory. 

Eli was plcafed with the miniftry of young Samuel, 
who delighted in the fanCtuary, to which he was de¬ 
dicated from his infancy. But what a contrail did he 
behold in his own offspring, Iiophni and Phineas! 
They, indeed, were admitted into the prielthood, am!, 
by their profeflion and office, were employed about 
holy things. But they “ were fojrs of Belial ■, they 
knew not the Lord i” that is, they were men of a 
fierce and profane dilpofition, and, though appointed 
to inltruct others in the true knowledge of God, they 

’ i Sam. ii. 20. 

» 3 


were 



6 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

•were themfclves utter Grangers to it. This defcrip- 
tion is. remarkable. Confidering their education, and 
the facred truft committed to them, wc might have 
expected a different character. Eli, we prefume, had 
endeavoured to Inftil into their minds the principles of 
religion, and, by his own example, as well as by earned 
exhorcation, had directed them to tire practice of it. 
In fuch a pod as they fuftainld, they could not but 
underdone! fomething of Revelation, and the externals, 
at lead, of the divine fervice. They ‘worfhipped in 
the tabernacle, and obfcived the rites and ceremonies 
of the law; and yet “ they knew not.the Lord.” 

With the bed advantages of human learning, and 
ifhdcr the dronged obligations to acquaint themfclves 
with God, men may remain in entire ignorance of 
Him. The rcafon is obvious.* A fpiritual illumina¬ 
tion, and the continual influence of grace, are neceffary 
to fix and maintain right fentiments in the heart. We. 
may be defeended from excellent parents, brought up 
under their care, their indrudtions, and their prayers, 
and pluck'd in the mod facred offices, as teachers of 
others; and yet, poffibly, wc know not die Lord. O 
let us not red in any outward privileges, but earnedly 
folicit thofe communications from heaven, without 
which we /hall “ know nothing, as we ought to know.” 

We comm iterate the unhappinefs of Eli in having 
fuch an offspring. This indeed mud have been a trial 
of the mod ilillrcffing nature. For what is it that 
goocl men defire, next to their own falvation, but that 
they may “ biing up their children in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord,” and'fee them fteadfaftly per- 

fevere 
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ftvere in the way of righteoufnefs ? Thofc, then, who 
are intruded with that impvtant charge, Ihould be 
moil fervent and imceafing * in their applications to 
God, that I le would fanclify by his Spirit thofe, whom 
He has committed to their care. Together with their 
ardent prayers, tjiey ihould likewife ufe all fuitable 
means, information, admonition, and corre&ion, nor 
ever remit their diligence and attention. It is true, 
that, after all their exertions, their hopes may be dif- 
appointed; for it is not in their power to bellow that 
influence of the divine graces which alone caif be effec¬ 
tual. But let them not be deterred from the faithful 
difeharge of their-duty. In dependence on the pro- 
mi fes of God, the/may expe< 5 t, that their labour^ of 
love fhall not be in vain. Some awful cales, indeed, 
like that before us, have occurred, which a;e perink- 
ed, probably, in order that none may prefume upon 
their own plenty, and that the work of convcrfion may 
more evidently appear to be of God. But mofl com¬ 
monly, where the children of good men are “ fons of 
Belial, and know not the Lord,” fomething or other 
has been wrong or dcfc£live in the conduft of the 
parents. This very cenfure we are compelled to pafs 
upon Eli. 

His two fons were guilty of the mofl flagrant abufes 
of the fervice of the tabernacle, and, through their 
fliamelefs violations of their office, they brought rcli- 
gion into contempt. 7 'hey were haughty and ‘impe¬ 
rious in their carriage, and, for the gratification of their 
own fenfual appetites, with violent and rapacious hands 
they feized on any pAts of the facrificcs, which they 

4 chofe. 
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chofe. The confequence was, what might have been 
apprehended; the diving ordinances were neglected, 
delpifed* and hated, and men were confirmed and liard- 
»ened in their profanenefs, while they beheld thefe enor¬ 
mities in the fandtuary. Such will ever be the effedb 
of an ignorant, carelefs, and wicked priefthood.—Not 
being reftrained in .their extortion and their luxury, 
they proceeded to dill farther iniquity, and made life 
of that influence, which their chajratter and employ¬ 
ment gave them, in order to feduce the.women, who 
‘ for various purpoles were ehgaged about the holy place. 
What aggravated guilt was this ! We cannot conceive 
any fins more heinous in their nature, or more deftruc- 
tive in their tendency. 

But where was Eli,—the father,—die high prieft,— 
the Judge? Could he be acquainted with thefe abomi¬ 
nations, committed in the very houfe of God ? And did 
he not interpofe his authority for’the prevention of 
them ? Did he not reprove, reprefs, and punilh ? It 
is obvious, that it was incumbent upon him to vindi¬ 
cate the honour of religion, though it Jiad been by the 
degradation of his own Ions. But here, alas! we dif- 
cover a difgraceful negiedt of duty. Though he did 
not countenance thefe horrid pra&ices, he was timid, 
inactive, and averie to trouble; and probably, having 
been accuftomed to indulge his children from their 
youth, he had refigned all his authority to them. At 
length* however, he was roufed from his ftupor: the 
abufes were fo public, the outcry againft them fo ge¬ 
neral, and their fatal effedls through the land fo glar¬ 
ing, that he could no longer be ftlent. He admonifhed, 

I 
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he reprehended the offenders, and that too, with words 
of the greateft ferioufnefs. He folemnly called upon 
them to anfwer to the charges brought againft them, 
and reprefented die heinoufnefs and die danger of their 
conduct. He warned them, that they were acceffary 
to the fins .of odiers, who were • encouraged by their 
example; that their tranfgreflions, being committed in 
violation and contempt of every thing facred, were 
direCtly levelled againft God himfelf; and therefore, 
that it would be vain and prefumptuous even to at¬ 
tempt any mediation in their behalf. 

This would have been an affeCting addrefs to per- 
fons of any moral fenfibility. But it had been delayed 
fo long, that the yourtg men were become obdurate; 
and their guilt was fo atrocious, that the Lord, In 
vindication of his own caufe, determined to take ven¬ 
geance. Therefore, being given up to thcmfelves, 
they utterly defpifed the father’s caution. The re¬ 
proof, however, which was too mild for the occafion, 
argued a very blamable rcmifiiiefs. The finner, who 
is cenfured in a flight manner, is thereby more con¬ 
firmed in his offences, as being induced to diink fa^ 
vourably of diem. But the cafe was, Eli was content 
with reprimanding, when he ought to have done morg. 
The fharpeft language fliould not have fufficed him; 
but, by a vigorous exertion of hi$ authority, he fliould 
have brought the criminals tojufticc. The Tcftraint 
not only came too late, but it was, even then, weak 
and ineffectual. Through a foolifli fondnefs for his 
children, he did not punilh them; and thus it ap¬ 
peared, that he was not properly concerned for the 

* honour 
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honour of God, -and for the intereft of religion in his 
country. 

We lament that even a good man fhould forget his 
place, and not faithfully employ the power committed 
to him. Yet; we fear, inftanccs of this kind are frc- 
quent. It will become us to enquire, not only whe¬ 
ther wc difcountcnancc fin by our example and our 
advice, but whether we arc doing our utmoft to prevent 
it. How extcnfive is your duty, who are intruded 
with the care of others, and arc, an a meafure, re- 
fponfible for their conduct! Parents,_Miniftcrs, and 
Magilfrates, the influence, you poflefs, is given you, 
nor tor youI*own lake, but for the di reft ion and re- 
Jlraint of thole, who are under'you; and if it be not 
cfcercifed with fupreme regard to the glory of God, 
He will require it at your hands. While you are re- 
mil's and negligent, you may be complimented, per¬ 
haps, as benevolent, candid, dhd indulgent; but you 
betray your trull, and may be acccflary to the crimes, 
and^to the ruin of thouiands. 

The offence of Eli, and its awful confequences, are 
more clearly marked in the fequel. Sin is a contempt 
of God, and an oppofition to His government: It 
gvertums the order, which He has eltablifhed, and 
introduces confufion into the world. It is therefore the 
objeft of his abhorrepce, and, by his righteous appoint¬ 
ment for the vindication of his own authority, it draws 
after it, even here,' a long train of the moll tremen¬ 
dous calamities. Thcfe, who are deareft to Him, 
cannot wilfully violate a plain command, without-feel¬ 
ing, moll painfully, the effeft of his difplcafure; and 
• their 
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their defcendants are often brought into deepeft diftrefs, 
through their folly. 

A prophet was fent with an exprefs commiflion, as 
an immediate meffenger from God, to reprove the 
Judge, and the High-prieft of Ifrael. In that lblemn 
addrefs, pronounced *as from the I-ord himfelf, Eli was 
reminded of the diflinguifhed favour conferred irpon his 
family, and of their bafe ingratitude in abtifing their 
privileges to the vileft purpofes. He was charged as 
an accomplice in the iniquity ofjiis fons, becaufe he liad 
not been aftive to prevent it. 1 He was condemned for 
" honouring them more than God,” bccaufc, through 
a foolifh regard to thqir intereft or reputation, he had 
not degraded them from their office, but had fuffered 
them to bring the houfe and ordinances of God into 
contempt. It was, therefore, declared to be the 
Lord’s fixed determination to fpoil them of their glory, 
of which the fond father had beeft fo tender. He was 
told, that, in confequence of that profanencls which 
had prevailed through his remiffnefs, he fhould be wit- 

nefs to the defolation of the Sanctuary, and to a ter- 

* 

rible definition, both of the people in general, and of 
his own houfehold in particular;—that he fhould foon 
be deprived of that power, which he had negltdled to 
ufe according to the duties of his flation;—that his 
poflerity fhould be reduced to the moft abject condi¬ 
tion, and die in the flower of their age;—and that his 
two children, whom he had fpared, fhould by one 
awful vifitation be cut off together. 

What effect was produced in Eli by thefe tremen¬ 
dous denunciations, wc arc not informed. Probably, 

he 
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fie had loft all control over his wicked Ions, or was 
grown too infirm to*make the neCeflary exertions. It 
Should feem, at lead, that no amendment took place; 
and it is thought, that fome years elapfed, during 
which the divine judgments were delayed; and perhaps 
a hope of impunity might be entertained. At length 
however, the fame declarations of vengeance were re¬ 
peated, and young Samuel was commiflioned to re¬ 
prove the aged pried*, Ti\e Lord appeared to the 
child, and expreffed his firm refoldtion to execute the 
Icntcncc, which lie hall already pronounced upon Eli 
and his houfc, and which no facrifice or mediation 
would be able to avert or mitigate. The fin of the 
old man was, in this prediction, dearly described; 
and it was alleged as the principal caufe of thofe heavy 
calamities, which would foon enfue, that “ his fons 
made thcmfclves vile, and he reftrained them not.” 

And here let us .paufe, that we may attend to die 
warning, which his example fuggefts. Let each one, 
then, confider, and faithfully difeharge, the duties of 
his proper calling. In our different ftations, we are 
appointed to fome important fervices, which demand 
our conftant care. Has not die Lord a fpecial claim 
upon us, on account of fome peculiar diftin&ions, 
bellowed upon us, or our families ? Are we not un¬ 
mindful of his favours; and do we not, by our ingra¬ 
titude, provoke him to withdraw them ? Many per- 
fons fill places of truft, and poffefs various talents, 
•into management of which a ftriCt enquiry will be 

• i Sam. iii. r, Sic.. 
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made. Need we remind them, that God fhould be 
glorified by a diligent improvement of all his gifts? 
Let them beware of honouring the ‘neareft connections 
in life above Him. While they prefer the advancement 
of His caufe to every worldly confideration, and are 
willing to do or to fuffer any thing, fo that He may 
be exalted, they are mbit likely to fecure refpeCt to 
themfelves. But if, through covetoufnefs, pride, or 
Cowardice, they are more concerned for their own 
fupport and promotion, than for the intereft of reli¬ 
gion, they will probably fink into contempt among 
thofe very perfons, whofe regard they are moft feli¬ 
citous to obtain. For God hath declared it to be his 
general rule of proceeding, “ Them, that honour 
me, I will honour; and they that delpife me, fhall be 
lightly efteemed.” 

A particular kindnefs, we allow, is due to children, 

for they have an indilputable claim to a large (hare of 

our affections. But, if we refign our authority to 

them, and permit them to follow their own devices 

without reftraint, we are admonilhed by this hiftory,. 

that we fhall provoke God, betray his caule, ftrengthen 

the hands of the wicked, and bring a curfe upon our- 

felves. Let us call the attention of indulgeut parents. 

How are your houfes governed ? A.re not your fo.Tj, 

or your daughters, “ making themlelves vile?” Ex- 

• 

amine their conduCt, and" their tempers. Are not you 
arifwerable for their ignorance, ambition, extravagance, 
and profanentfs ? Have you done all in your power 
to prevent, or to correct, thofe abufes in them, which . 
are an offence to the Church of God ? Are you not 

partakers 
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partakers of Eli’s guilt, becaufe “ you reftrained them 
not?” 

Y ou reply, perhaps, “We have feen the bad effects 
of feverity, and our tender regard for our offspring 
will not allow us to adopt any rigid difcipline.” That 
is, you fparfe the rod, and hate the child; and, as 
Solomon exprefles it, you will* not “ deliver his foul 
from hell*.” Do you believe the depravity of our 
nature; and do you not therein perceive the neceflity 
of fomething more than inftrp£tion and advice? The 
vitious inclinations and vain fehemes of youfig people 
mult be oppofed and >eprefied; and you are intrulted 
with authority for that very .purpoie.—Are you aware 
of the deftrudtivc coniequcnces of fin, both here and 
for ever? Surely, then, you will exert your utmoil; 
ftrength to preferve, or to rcfctie thofe, who are com¬ 
mitted to your care. Otherwili.* talk not of your love 
to them: for to leave them to their own management, 
is cruelty of the molt horrid kind. ‘ By indulging their 
folly and vanity, you will moll effectually defeat your 
.own plans for their advancement in life. Probably, 
through your fundnefs, they may be reduced co infamy 
and diltrefs; and reproach and milery may be entailed 
upon your pollcrity for ages yet to come. Nay, did 
you confult only your prelent comfort,, you would 
“ have your children in fubjection.” For fo long as 
'their violence' of temper is unrellrained, your houies 
mull be full of ftrife and coimifion. But more than 
this, the curfe of God will follow them; and could 
.your eyes behold all that fin and wretchedncfs, which 

• Prov. xiii. 24. xxiii. 14. 
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may arife from your weakneis and negligence, it would 
be more than your hearts could endure. 

But, while we cenlure the mifwnduft of Eli, we 

• • 

mult vindicate his integrity: for there are circumllances 
in this hiflory, which difcover an unfeigned piety. It 
mull have mortified the aged prieft, not only to hear 
the denunciations of God again!! himfclf and his fa¬ 
mily, but to receive the tremendous fcntence by the 
mouth of young Samuel, to whom the divine revela¬ 
tions were then made in preference to I lini. Yet we 
are llruck with his meek deportment in.that moll 
afflicting fituation. We perceive no filings of envy, 
anger, or impatience; but, on the contrary, an un- 
referved iiibmilTion to God, and a pcrfcCt acquicfcence 
in the wii'dom, juftice, *and goodneis of Ilis fevered 
difpenfarions. He appears to have been fuitably afFeCt- 
cd under a conviction of his guilt, and, as a true pe¬ 
nitent, to have call himfclf at the feet of his offended 
God, not daring to reqdeft a mitigation of the punifli- 
ment. He faid, “ It is the Lord; let Him do what 
lcemeth him good.”—Here was r.o plea offered, to 
excule, or to extenuate his fault; he complained not 
of the rigour of the lentcncc, but furrendered himfclf 
to the diJpofal of his Judge, from a full perfuafion of 
His fovercignty, righteoufnefs, and grace.—" It 13 
the Lord: and as He is the Almighty Governor, it 
is not for me to contend with Him, or to a!k. What 
doeft thou? He has an abfolute light over nv, and 
may, therefore, deal with me, according to the coun- 
fel of his own Will; nor fhail I have any reafon to # 
murmur, whatever I may fuller; for as He is juft and 

holy, 
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holy, my punifliment will be no greater than I dc- 
ferve. I have forfeited every claim to His regard; 
But, fo extenfive is'His kindnels, that I may y& hope 
in his mercy. I will, at leaft, refer the matter to Him, 
and leave myfelf in His hands: Let Him do what 

SEEMETH HiM GOOD.”' 

Such an entire refignation we confider as a- very fa¬ 
vourable mark. Thus Aaron, in a fituation fomewhat 
fiirrilar, when his two Ions were (lain in their impiety 
by fire from the Lord, difeovered the fame mceknefs 
cf temper: “ He held his peace*.”—So likewife, the 
pious Hezekiah, whert threatened with' the heavy judg¬ 
ments of God, replied, '* Good is the word of the 
Lord f.”—Let thefe, then, be propofed as patcerns of 
patience, humility, and faith, to diofe, who are fuf- 
fering any grievous calamities through the difpleafure 
of a holy God. But do we perceive no peevilhnefs 
smd anger in perfons fo circumftanced? Do we hear 
from them no loud complaints, nd bitter accufations 
againft the Lord ? We would afk them. From whom 
■does your affliction proceed ? Does it become you to 
quarrel with His appointment? Or can you not ac¬ 
count for this treatment? Has there been nothing in 
your fpirit or conduct to merit it? O confider in 
whole hands you are! Submit to his authority; ac¬ 
knowledge his jultice; be encouraged to hope in his 
mercy, and to depend upon .his faithfuinefs in Chrift 
Jefus. He fays, c< Be ftill; and know that I am 
GodJ.” From a remembrance of your finfuMtfs, 

* Lev. x. 3. f 2 Kings, xx, 19. J Pfal.xlvi. 10. 
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let your mouths be flopped, while, like*Job, you 
“ abhor yourfelves, and repent in dilft aftd afhes.” 

Yean before • We haften to the tlofc of thi. 
cbfift, about which is moll affecting. Some, time- after 

ui6. ° 4 

the denunciation of wrath againft Eli, there 
Wail wsfr between the Ifraelifes and the Phififtines, and 
the Aemies of the Lord’s people were permitted to 
prevail*. Confounded by this defeat, the elders of 
iftati with a mixture-^cf ignorance and preemption 
propofed, that the God fhould be fent for into 

the campj like all other hypocrites, trufting to the 
outward token of the Lord’s prefence, inftead of hum¬ 
bling themfelves-before Him in penitence and pfcyer. 
The impious fons of Eli, Hophni and Phlhehas, with 
an infolcnt profanenefs, conduded the ark to thAfield 
’of battle. The molt confident expedations of vidory 
were entertaihed: but alas! what could be looked for, 
in fuch an enterpufe? Eli, piobably, had not been 
confulted, of not regarded, on drat occafion: and ic 
appears, that he wa».filled widi terrible apprehertfions 
for the conference. Every thing dear depended qri 
the conteft. Their liberty) their religion, and their 
lives were all at flakfc What anxiety muft I^y®. pof- 
feffed thofe efpeciaH#* who were concerned for the 
honour of God, when they.faw .the fymbol of His 
favour to Ifrael expofed to the afiaults of the Hea¬ 
then ! Such was Eli: He had much *to fear for him- 
felf, much for .his country, much for his childi en but 
e^ry other thought was fwallowed up in his folicitude 
for the glbry of God. “ He fat upon a feat by the 
. t 8am. ir. i, tec. 

Vo l. II. . C way- 
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way-fide,*watching *. for his heart trembled for the ark 

0 

of God.” , At length the cry of diftrefs was heard, 
arrival of,*a meffenger, who thus related to 
hitji thS fatal event of the battle: “ Ifrael is fled be¬ 
fore the Philiftines, and there hath been alfb a great 
Slaughter among ^the peddle, and thy two fobs aU«», 
Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, and the ark ofGjd 
b taken.” 

What grievous tidings weft thefc! It muftium; 
pierced the heart of the gooi&te man, to be informed 
of the (laughter of Ifrael, and efpecially of the deft rue- 
tioy of his fons, who weVe cut off in their fins. But thefe 
conflHeitrionS weie out-weighed by^thers ftill more 
afflidive. % .was the dofe of fib* melancholy account, 
whi?h exdtid the keeneft anguifh. *' The aik of God 
was taken:" the Philiftines thereby feemed to triumph* 
over the God of Ifraelj the divine ordinances were 
removed j and all, that was moft valuable, was loft. 
Add to this, alfo, die painful reflection, that die whole 
had* been brouglit <about by his «wn negleCt of dut^. 
■This was more than he could bear. 4f When men¬ 
tion was made of the ark of God,” in the excefs of his 
forrpw, ^pnable to fupport hvmftlG “ he fell backward, 
and his neckr brake, and Mfe diecl^* haying attained tlie 
age of ninetv-eight- years, during forty of which lie 
had judged Ifrael. 

This was a death moft awfi and yet it may be 
highly infti uCtive. We perceive die ftrongeA: love and 
zeal for God, even in his laft moments. Alas! wh£e 
(lull we find fuch an ardent concern for religion, a3 
prevails above all other conftdcrarions ? In rimes of 

public 
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public calamity we fear for ourfclves, for our families, 
and for our country. But who %emWe? ^g^p^u-k 
of*God ? How many would be unaffected, t^ugh the 
fandtuary lhould be profaned, and trodden dowp by 
enemy? are fa^qgjjdwith the.Cjofptt: but it 
, ? Is treated with contempt. We need not wonder, then, 

• it fhould be taken from us: *«nd to many perfons, 
Sjjtt this, the heavieft of all misfortunes, would oc- 
^fion no grief. Tfarc are multitudes around us, 
Whom any other ^prorru$dh would plcale, as well as that 
of Chriftianity. But we rejoice, that there are aho 
thole, who value the houfc, the word, and tl^c njjniftry 
of God, above their ri^heft polfeflions; arid who dread 
the lofs of thcfe bleri^fgs, more than deatkjtfelf! * “ O. 
pray for the peace of Jerufalem: the/'tiiall profper 
.that; love thee.” O pray, that God would arife, and 
maintain'his own caufe; that his truth “ may have 
free courfe, and be .glorified.” Pray,’ that, as a 
token for godd,’’ our fpiritual privileges may bq con¬ 
tinued: for the ark*$f God is the ro&wark of the land. 

Eli, we have feen, gave evidence of his piety,-even 
in the manner of his departure. But it lhould not be 
forgotterf; that he dj|ti by the judgment of God, and 
under ftrong mattes of His difpleafure. We^doubt not, 
that he had obtained forgivenefs: but he was made 
to know and feci, “ diat it is an evil thing and bitter” 
to tranfgrefs a plain duty; and he (lands as an admo¬ 
nition to us, that we do not “ die work of the Lord 
deceitfully.” It is poflifcle, then, that good men may 
clofe their life miferably, and even ignominioufly, dn 
account of pall negligence, and as a punilhment for 

C 2 ' dieir 
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their mifconduft. Their fun may fet under a cloud, 
and yjtjifctlbe put t>v.z in final darkncfs. 

Is it Sliced, Why fhould God chaften them fo Te- 
vereiy? It may be replied. He is God, and will do 
what is right ■, and though •fog the prefentVe may not, 
dilcover the re'afons of his difpenfations, He will make 
them clear at the laft. *But the obvious anfwer is, He 
correfts his children, becaufe he loves them, and' ip 
order that he may purify them Jb himfelf*. By fiietf 
4 tremendous vifiration, beginhTng at, his own fandtu- 
ary, he reprefents the odioufnefs of fin, in a convinc¬ 
ing light, he warns his people to walk circumfpeftlv, 
and proclaims an alarm to cartels Tinners, that they 
may confider their danger. For " if judgment begin 
at the houfe of God, what lhall the end be of them 
that obey not the Gofpel of God ? Anil if the righ¬ 
teous fcarcely he faved, where (lull the ungodly and 
the finner appear f r” ‘ . * 


• Prov. iii, 12. Ajfi®s iii. 2. 
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Samuilgranted to the prayers ojffis mother—-his conduit 
'< and employment, ythett young—fent to reprove Eli — 
as a prophet , injlrufyed and prayed for the people—his 
integrity and diligendf—dijlreffed by his fans—rejetted 
by the people—anointed Saul—reproved and condemned 
him—grieved for him—anointed David—-founded fhoots 
—died in peace. 

• t* 

_ # 

The word of God is a book of um/erial diredtion; 
in:ifmuch as it fuggefb fuitable counfel to men of all 
ranks, and in all the various fituations of life. If we 
polfefs lincet ity of hejrt toward God, and an unfeigned 
defire to pleafe Him, it will not be difficult to dilcover, 
from the different Examples as we&as precepts of holi- 
nefs, what I le would have us to do, in that particular 
place which He has affigned us. But if we are defti- 
tute of fuch a difpopion, it is not probable, that we 
fhall receive any real advantage from the reading of the 
feriptures. While,' therefore, we are engaged in this 
employment, let us not forget to lift up our prayer, 
that we may learn, from the conduct of ancient faints, 
what is incumbent ti^on ourfelves, and, even by this 
diftant «onverfe with them, may contract a meafurc of 
their various excellencies. 

C 3 A cltara&er 
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A charade? is now to be exhibited, which may at 
the fame time humble us for our fad deficiencies, and 
excite us to greater fervour and adtivity in the fervice 
of God. Samuel will appear in an amiable light, on 
whatever part of his life we fix our attention: for we 
lhall find him upright, meek, and devout ftom his. 
very childhood, and ^charging even to old age, with 
diligence and fidelity,'the important offices which he 
fuflained. Perhaps we may not be called to fo ex¬ 
alted a rank, to fo confpicuotls a ltation, or to fuch 
extenfive ufefulnefs, as he was; but if we be influenced 
■ by the fame fpirit, like him we lhall be a public bidr¬ 
ing in o'ur place and generation. 

Year, before He was dcfcer.ded,' by his fuller Elka- 
n’s*. nah, from the tribe of Levi, which was fet 
apart for the work of the fandtuary. There were fome 
circumftances attending his birth, which raifed the ex¬ 
pedition of his being an extraordinary perlon. He 
was a child of praiyer, granted in anfwer to the fervent 
implications of his pious mother, Hannah, and named 
Samuel, which is interpreted li Asked of God,” in 
remembrance of the divine condefcenfion to her re- 
qiieftj. He was, alfo, dedicated, as a Nazarite to the 
Lord, -from his infancy, according to his mother’s 
.vow. For as foon as he was weaned, it is fuppofed 
about three years old, he was prefented to the Lord in 
His tabernacle at Shiloh, .with jnuch religious folem- 
*ity$ and there left to be employed in His feryice, 
under the care and diredlion of Eli * 


* i Sam. i. I, &c. 
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What could be his peculiar work, at lo. tender an 
age, we are not told. He was inftru&etl in good prin¬ 
ciples, and taught to call upon the Lord. In fotne way 
or other he affifled in the offices of public worlhip, 
according tQ^is abilities, conflantly attended upon the ' 
aged prieft^and obferved his commands*. This ready 
obedience, in however final! coq^ems it was madq ufe 
of, being performed from a regard to God, and a de¬ 
fire to pleafe Him, was gracioufly accepted even from 
a child; and, in confeqtience thereof, the divine blelT- 
ing refled upon ‘him in a very remarkable manner. 
His delight in the ordinances of God was nunifeft to" 
all; his flrength of body and vigour of mind, proba¬ 
bly, furpafled his years; he enjoyed the friendlhip of 
his God, and his very amiable tempers conciliated the* 
efleem of men. With a fuperior underftanding and 
much ardour of devotion, lie was not forward or a Hum- 
jug, but meek and teachable, diligent in his appointed 
work, refpe&fiil and fubmiffive in his deportment to 
his Ttfor, whom, for his infirmities and remiffnefs in 
duty, he might have been tempted to defpife. He 
tvas furrounded by bad examples, and from his fitua- 
tion necefiarily connected with the .fons of Eli, throtigh 
whofe profanenefs *. e men abhorred the offering of the 
Lord.” Yet, untainted by the general contagion, he 
appeared eminently holy; and a very ftriking contrail 
>s pointed put between him and thofe wicked minif- 
ters. While they were advancing from one degree.of 
jmpiety. to another, He “ grew on,” in knowledge, 
piety, and zeal, “ and the Lord was with him.” 

I Sam. ii. ti, 18, 26, 

c 4 
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Af an early period, he received unequi- 
*'44* vocal mar^s of the approbation of Heaven. 
He was favoured with an. exprels revelation, and not 
only preferred to the high-prieft, but even commiffion- 
ed from God to carry a molt folemn refjgaof to him*. 
Wink die young man was ready to attefte^ to the call 
of l;li, by night as by day, the Lord condefcehded 
to atldrefs him by an audible voice, and to inform him 
of thole tremendous judgments, which were foon to bo 
executed on the family of that‘very perfon, to whom 
he miniftercd. Such a communication mull have been 
confideredas a peculiar honour put upon him; but he 
feems not to have been elated with it. He Hill main-. 


tained a conftant regard to the.work of his Ration, 
performing the neccflkry fervices of the tabernacle: 
and fo far was he from (hewing any contempt of Eli,- 
for the heavy charge brought againft. him, that* through 
tendernefs and veneration for his office, he was ex¬ 
tremely ynwilling to relate the fubftane*)©f the vifion. 
Yet ftis model! trfferve gave way to a fenfe df duty, 
and, when prefied to it by his aged mailer, he was 
faithful and impartial in acquainting him with every 
cirrtimRan^e in the divine threatening^. 

How much have we to learn Rom this part of the 

example! Young peribns, in particular, are requelled 

ferioufly to contemplate the piety of Samuel, and they 

will be inllru&ed from him to “ remember their Crea- 

■ 


tor., in the days of their youth."* It is often fuppofed, 
that children are incapable of religion. But many 

• £?fes, of indilptitable authority, contradift the notion. 

* • 


• i Sam.Iii. t, tec. 
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Jeremiah, Daniel and his three companions*^Timothy, 
and Samuel, were all eminent for ,a fpirit of devotion 
at a tender age: and inftances of a ftmilar kind may alfo 
be produced in modern times. We fhould, therefore, 
be en&buragad$9 apply to God for our infant offspring, 
bring them, aS foon as may be, to His houfe, and 
dedicate them to Him. They can underltand and 
retain fome of the -molt important principles, in which 
they ought to be irtftrufted, and they are fuiceptiblt of 
good, impreflions, at an' earlier period than is com¬ 
monly imagined. They fhould be taught to worfhip 
the Lord, as far as their faculties will permit; and, 
while they are prefenced to Him, His blcfling may reft 
upon them, and engage.their hearts to enter with ardour 
into his fervice. 

Upon this fubjedt we would befpeak the attention of 
children. We refer you to Samuel for a proof, that 
your waiting on the Lord will be plcafing to Him, and 
for a,pattern Of-all thofe amiable tempers,' which will 

4 * 

be your brighteft ornament, and afore fource of hap- 
pinefs. Learn from the young prophel* not only to 
be devout, but at the fame time to be humble, modeft, 
and refpettful in your behaviour toward your fuperiors* 
notwithftanding any defefts you may perceive in their 
condudt. Be diligent in your place, and you wilI,.pro- 

4 • 

bably, be raifed to greater privilege^ and increafe in 
wifdom and in every good attainment, as you increafe 
in ftature and in years. This example will teach you 
a meek and obedient regard to the Call of God; fb 
that, in whatever way His commands be made known,' 
you will fay, “ Speak, l^ord; for thy fervant heareth.” 

Samuel 



* 
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Samuel remind you, that, if you be favoured above 
many of ybur equals, or even preferred to fome of 
longer (landing in the Church of God, you ought not 
to be conceited and overbearing, or to defpife any, 
though juftly fet afide for their hcgligenjje, ' But your 
motfcfly, and your tender concern for others, mud not 
tempt you to be unfaithful to diem. Your duty to 
God may require you. to do that, which is very pain- 
futtto your own feelings; nor fhorfd fear, or partiality 
to-your friends, induce you 1 to conceal any oije cir- 
cumftance, which it is incumbent upon you to declare 
to them. 

, Front that period Samuel continued to receive fuch 
divine communications, as fuljy proved to the whole 
kingdom of Jfrael, that “ he was eftablifhed to' be a 
prophet of die Lord.” Thefe revelations, confirmed 
by the (Irongeft evidence, he delivered to the people, 
and thus performed among thtjm tfic office of a preach¬ 
er, widi great ze*l and ufcfulnefs. Yet he live<JL in a 
time of extreme,jjigeneracy. He faw die ark of God 
carried into en enemy’s land, Shiloh deprived of the 
public mini ft rations of religion, with which it had been 
■ jayoured three hundred years, and the ordinances in¬ 
terrupted for a long fcafon. In that dark interval, 
the .nation appeared to be (link in ignorance and pro- 
fanenefs. But ^ laft; a glorious and extenfive revival 
took plac^ probably dirpugh die unwearied labours of 
Prophet. 

All the hoiiifc of Ifrael/’ being brought to a deep 
- fenfe of their lofs, " lamented after die Lord*;” diey 

* i Sam. vii. 2, &c. 
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mourned for His departure, and eameftly jQtyfhed for 
the reftoration of their former privileges. - This was 
the very effedt, which Samuel had endeavoured to 
produce j .and therefore, with great eagerhefs, he feized 
the opportunity of prefling the matter upon their con- 

r « Pi 

fciences, thatf'they fhould not reft in profeflions, but 
evidence their fincerity by an immediate renunciation of 
idolatry, and a folemn dedication of themfelves to the 
true God. Nor did he preach in vain: the wHblc 
kingdom deemed unanirrtous in returning to thtf pUre 
worfhip of God. feut Samuel was defirous to confirm 
their vows, and to bind them ftill more dofijy, by a 
peculiar folemnity. A general congregation, there¬ 
fore, was called together at Mizpeh, drat they might 
enter into an exprefs engagement to ferve the Lord 
alone, and mi«ht feek His blefling, by facrifice, fad¬ 
ing, afld prayer. 

When the people' were afiembled, agreeably to his 
wilhes, he conduded their devotions. He was then 
alfo acknowledged as their fupremfc civil magiftrate, 
and, from that time at leaft, prefided over them as 
their Judge. But,-in the midft of thefe religious tranf- 
adtions, they were Suddenly attacked by their adterfa- 
ries the Philiftincs, and filled with terror. Their very 

diftrefs, however, convinced them of the wortli of* 

• • 

Samuel, and of the advantage of relying wholly on 
die Lord. They were if-gent with the prophet to in¬ 
tercede Tor them; and, while he appeared as thdir 
mediator, with a burnt-offering and with earneft Ap¬ 
plication, deliverance was vouchfafed to them, and in 
fuch a way as to prove, that their lalvation was of God. 

The 
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The * Ph$ftines, confounded by a moft remarkable, 
ftorm of thunder from heaven, fell an eafy p.cy to the 
Ifraelitcs. The memory of this very fignal victory 
was prelcrvcd by a monument, which Sam pel erected, 
and to which he gave the fignificant t^clc of JKbene- 
zer, laying, “ Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.” 

Under huheave and government, the Ki aelites were 
fecure, happy, and profperous. Ter, during his ad- 
mniltration, their enemies no more dared to renew 
th*» hollilitics: and, according to *the power he pof- 
iefted, he was invaiiably and ttridly attentive to their 
interelh. As a Judge, lie condudtcd their civil afiairs 
with fidelity and diligence, and by regular circuits exc - 
cuted jullice, .and preferved good order through the 
land. And as the minilter of religion, in the place of 
his dated rcfidcncc, he called them to the woill ip of 
the true God: for “ there lie built an altar,” ai winch, 
doubtlel’s, public ordinances were celebrated, though 
Shiloh was deferred. 

We are conftj>ined to acknowledge, that a character, 

like Samuel, mult be a blelling to any nation, and me- 

• ^ » 

fits univcrlal regard. Yet we cbferve fiom this in- 
ftance, that die bed of men, with the mod: eminent 
abilities as well as zeal and integiity, may feem to la- 
bour in vain, during a long feafon, lor die advance¬ 
ment of truch and righteoufncls. Notwitiiftanding their 
continued exertions, die iV tc of things around them 
•may rapidly advance from bad to worfe. But, even in 
fuch dark and diftrefling times, let them not remit their 
diligence, or abate their ardour: as fpiritual hulband- 
meji, they lliould ftill “ low in liope.” Let diem water 

their 
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their’feed with murh prayer to God, ana ft {hall not 
be loft. • They thcmfelves may It^re to fe£ it fpring up, 
and produce a glorious harveft; oh if not, pfcfterity 
may reap the benefit. Their work-is with the Lord; 
and they may then fully expeit, that, in anfwertb their 
fervent petitions, He will a rile to plead his own caufc. 
•—The minifters of Chrill, efpccially, Should watch 
the favourable moment, when good impreflions ap¬ 
pear, and then rcddtible their aflkluity, in order' tO 
confirm and eftablifh anylerious conviftions anddefirts 
in their people. Thus, perhaps, a real change may be 
effected amongft them, and their profelTions of reli¬ 
gion rendered folid and abiding. 

O for Inch a revival in our own day! O that God 
would pour out his* Spirit abundantly, upon thole in 
the firft place, who are inti tilled with authority, both 
in the Church and State! For if men of this deferip- 
rion would exert th-ir influence and abilities, a brighter 
prolpedl would foon open upon tis. .But reformation 
is not the concern of governors alone: it is the duty 
and intcrcft of all to promote ir. And were indivi¬ 
duals, though of lefs #xtenfive power and in private 
life, to unite tht-ir endeavours for this purpofe, very 
much might be done. But where is the zeal of our fa¬ 
thers? Ah! what a ftupor has benumbed our l’ouls!* 
To be afiive for the honour pf God, and the iaiva- 
tion of mankind, is now a reproachful thing. But will 
not God require it at our hands? What ILould be 
your conduit, who have children and fervants under 
your control? Will you not be chargeable with their 
ignorance and profanenefs? Ifjou fear that your paia; 

would 
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would be -loft, you fhould try at leaft, whether feme- 
thing might not be effected. W hatever b§ the event, 
it is incumbent upon you to. perform your part: in- 
ftrudt, exhort, warn, reprove, and punilh, as the cafe 
may demand; and then leave the confequer.ee with 
God. 

You too, i^ho have no influence with man, may ye$ 
prevail by your applications at the throne of grace. 
Come,- ^nd ufc your intereft with God; pray, like 
Samuel, for the people of the land; and you may do 
more fpr them, than the mightieft armies can. “ The 
prayer of a righteous man” is as cftcftiial now, as it 
was in ancient*clays: and therefore, by means of your 
interceflions, public calamities may be averted, our 
fierccft enemies confounded, and all their fchemes de¬ 
feated. 

Year* i-cfore We return to Samuel, and behold him, at 

ioy6. an advanced age, much tried and diftrefied. 
On account of his own infirmities, he had taken his 
two fons*to be His afiiftants in the government*. But 
thefe were very unlike their father, having no fear of 
God or concern for the general good. Through co- 
vetoufnefs and other bale principles,, they perverted 
juftiee, were venal and oppreffive. This mull have 
been a painful affliction to the prophet; and yet we 
have no right to aferibe it to any blamable conduit in 
him. We are not told, that he had ncglelted their 
education, or adted improperly in putting them into their 
office. Perhaps, they had appeared hopeful in earlier 
life and in a private ftation, and, feduced by the temp- 

• i Sam. via. x, &c» 
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tations .of power and of wealth, had departed from 
former profefiions, and deceived die expectations of 
their pious parent. This, at leaft, we know to have 
occurred in other cafes. Some of the molt excellent 
characters have had the extreme calamity of feeing 
their dear children, unmindful of all their inftruftions, 
prayers, and examples,‘turn out dillblutQjtnd abandon¬ 
ed, even after having difeovered very promifing ligns 
of real ^ligion. The Lord is not accountable to ua 
for the difpofal of his favours. But, from his general 
providence and the* gracious declarations of his word, 
you have reafon to look for his blcfling upon your 
offspring, while you are faithfully di(charging your 
duties. And, though you fliould ieem to gain no ad¬ 
vantage with them for tiie prefent, they may hereafter 
remember-your admonitions and intreaties to good 
purpofe, and, through the prevalence of your inter- 
cefiions for them, may be recovered to God, when you 
are, fleeping in the'dull. At any rate, you muff-exert 
your uemoft endeavours, and then be fatisfied under 
this perfuafion, that “ The judge of all the earth will 
furely do right.” 

The people, difgufted by the mifeonduft of Samuel's 
fons, delired a change of government, and petitioned 
that a King might be fet over them with the fame 
pomp as in other counties. They had fome caufe for 
complaint ftait their requeft, probably, arofe from a 
difcontfentecPmd ambitious fpirit, and difeovered much 
ingratitude towards Samuel, under whofe |dminifiration 
they had enjoyed peculiar bleflings. He confidered it • 
as a contempt put upon himfelf; but inftead of re- • 
proaching them, he made known his diftrefs unto the- 

Lord. 
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Lord. The prophet, however, was reminded, that 
Il'racl had rejected, not him only but the God of hea¬ 
ven, by whofc immediate appointment and continual 
dirc&ion their polity had. been conduced. He was 
therefore inftructcd to yield to their defires, after hav¬ 
ing folemnly protefted againft their plan, and warned 
them of the confcqucnccs. His admonitions were hqjird 
widi attention and refpedt; but, when he faw them 
bent upon a change, he no longer oppofed their willies. 
t This hirtory may tend to lower \>ur proud expe&a- 
tions, and teach us not to depend upon human favour. 
For we obferve, that men of the ftrft abilities, of eminent 
piety, and of ex ten five ul’efulncfs, may live t.o be neglcdted, 
and be fet afide by the very pcrl'ons, who have derived 
fingular advantages from their labours. But let thole, 
who lament that they are injurioufiy flighted by their 
fellow creatures, like Samuel, commend their caufe 
to God, and He will counfel, fupport, *and comfort 
them.- 

A diftinguiflied honour was ‘Hill put upon the pro¬ 
phet, even in the fight of the people: for their very 
king received his appointment from him. It was inti¬ 
mated to him, by revelation, that Saul, who was in a 
wonderful manner conduced to him, was to be invert¬ 
ed with die government ■, and therefore, without hefi- 
tation, he anointed him to the regal office.*. It is 
plealing to behold his tfifuiterfcftednefs, hj^ftfpeft, and 
kindnefs toward the man, to whom he^as about to 
reftgn his authority. He entertained him, gave him 
• all neceflary inftrufdons for dilcliarging the duties of 
his exalted ftation, and, pouring die confccrating oil 

• • i Sam. ix. i, &c. 
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Irpon him, kiffed him, in token of his fubmiflion and 
?ffeftion *. 

What had been done in private, svas foon afterwards 
ratified in public. lie folemnly a (Tumbled the people 
at "Mizpeh, and, after he had faithfully reproved them 
for their ingratitude in rejecting the divine adminif- 
tration, he pointed out their king to them, and declared 
v/hat fhould be the form and the rules of their civil 
conftitution in future. 

Upon another occafiori' all'o, after Saul's conqued of 
the Ammonites, when the nation was better afTeded 
towards their new ruler, Samuel took the opportunity 
of eftablifhing the kingdom in his hands, and of bind¬ 
ing his fubjeds to him by the fiicred rites of religion f. 
Then likewife, in a mod animated addrefs, he called 
upon the whole congregation to avow their objections, 
if they had any, againlt himfelf: but, to a man, they 
were all compelled to acknowledge his integrity. This 
appeal, it fiiould feem, was made, rot merely to vin¬ 
dicate his own character, but that he might thereon 
ground his acrulation againd them, for having cad off 
the government of God through a proud, unbelieving 
fpirir. To fix a deeper conviction of guilt upon their 
minds, and to fhew that he was acting as the Miniftcr 
o f Jehovah, he fpake the word, and a mod tremen¬ 
dous dorm of thunder, uncommon at that feafon of 
the year, excited a general terror among them. They 
confefied their fin; they reverenced the prophet, and 
intreated his charitable intcrccfiiorls for them, that 
they might not perifh in their iniquity. His purpofe 
* i Sam x. i, &c. + i Siam. xi. and xii. 
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was anfwered: and therefore he proceeded to encou¬ 
rage them by promifes of God’s unalterable iupport 
and proteftion, fo long as they fhould cleave unto Him; 
but he warned them alfo, that therr difobedience would 
bring down utter dcftruftion both upon them and their 
king. As to himfelG he allured them, that, though 
he was retiring from the management of their public 
affairs, he could not but have their interefts at heart, 
and would never ceafe to offer up his prayers for them, 

or to inftruft them in their .duty.-Thus was the 

higheft deference fecured to him: and, though he had 
refigned the fupremc authority, he continued to aft, 
with fome degree of power, in his judicial capacity to 
the end of life. 

The Lord, wc perceive, will honour his faithful 
fervants; but, perhaps, not in the very way they would 
have contrived or wifhed. They fhould be content 
to leave to Him the juftification of their integrity, 
even when they feem to be finking’ into negleft and 
contempt. Let them be anxious only to fulfil dieir 
tnift, whatever may be click acceptance with men. In 
the conduft of Samuel is exhibited before them a pat¬ 
tern of holy zeal, difintereftednefs, and fidelity, which 
they fhould ever keep in view. It is well, when wC 
can boldly appeal to our defpifers and perfecutors, as 
to our fincerity, and they are conftrained to bear wit- 
uefs in our favour. Y et we fhould • beware, in fpeak- 
iog of ourfclves, left we be influenced by pride and. 
refentment. For our motive fhotrld be, not that we 
.may rife and triumph by the confufion of our enemies, 
but that God may be glorified, the caufe of religion 
vindicated, good men confirmed in their principles, and 

J finners 
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finners converted unto righteoufnefs. But, whatever be 
the event, though we be deprived of that rank we once 
poflefled, and of thofe opportunities of extenfive ufe- 
fulnefs we once enjoyed, we fliould dill endeavour to 
ferve God and our fellow creatures, according to the 
talents which are continued to us. No contemptuous 
or injurious* treatment fliould provoke us to ceale from 
our pious labours, fo long and fo far as - we are per¬ 
mitted to exercife them. 

Years before We have feen Samuel yielding up the 
chuit,toy3. c j v .j p Q ^ cr j nto t |^ c 0 f Saul: but the 

Minilter of religion will (till appear, in the fequel of 
this hiftory, fuperior to the Prince. He had previoufly 
enjoined the king to wait for his com instill a particu¬ 
lar day, that lie might offer facrificcs for him, and in- 
ftruft him in his conduit, before he went forth to 
batde againft the Philiftincs *. Samuel was not un¬ 
mindful of his engagement but it fliould feem, that 
he purpofely delayed his viflt till the fet time was nearly 
expired. By this delay the pride and impatience of 
Saul were difeovered: and then immediately the pro¬ 
phet prefented himfclf, in the name of the God of hea¬ 
ven, to reprove liim for his difobedience, and to declare 
the fatal confequences of his tranfgrefilon, in ^ his ap¬ 
proaching deftruilion. 

Year, before On another occalion wc behold Samuel, 
Chrift, 1079. w j t jj jj ie f ame dignity, giving cii.cilicns to 

the king, and palling judgment upon him j. He de¬ 
livered the divine commiflicn to him, for t!ie utter 
extirpation of the Amalekites, and .'bkrnr.’y charged . 

? « Sam. x. S, and xiii. 8, &c. •f . xv .. 
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him to execute it punctually. But how great was hid 
didrefs, when he heard that Saul had again provoked 
the anger of the Lord by his nypocrify, and that he had 
not fully performed the command! Deeply affeCted 
with the ungrateful, rebellious fpirit of the prince, and 
with the calamities coming upon him, he cried unto 
the Lord with mod importunate interceffidns for him. 
Hut the fentence againlt him was determined in the 
court of Heaven; and the painful talk of declaring 
it was committed to Samuel. The man of God, 
therefore, with all the majelty peculiar to his facrcd 
character, “ not fearing the wrath of the king,” ar¬ 
raigned him as a criminal, convicted him of covctouf- 
nefs, pride, a#d diffimu)arion, t very fharply reproved 
him for his difobediencc, and pronounced his condem¬ 
nation. lie was then departing from him, with a 
holy indignation, but w.ls detained a while, in compli ¬ 
ance with the earned intreaties of Saul, that he might 
not fiiew him any open difrefpcct, or excite the con¬ 
tempt and oppofition of the people againd him. 

With the fame auchoriry, as the fervant of God 
commiflioned for that veiy purpole, he proceeded to 
execute the fentence of death upon Agag, the king 
of the # Amalekitcs, whom Saul had prefumptuoufly 
fpared. 

This was tlu* lad vide, which the prophet paid to 
the rcjeCtcd prince of 11 rad. Yet let it not be thought 
that lie was influenced by rcicv.tmcnt, arrogance or 
cruelty. The very conduit, which a faithful dilcharge 
- of his office required, was extremely afflictive to him- 
lclf. Notwichftatiding any appearances to the contrary, 

he 
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he maintained, throughout, a moft difinterefted affec¬ 
tion for Saul, and, after he had utterly withdrawn frog) 
him, continued to mourn for him in fecret. 

The miniflers of religion may perceive in Samuel, 

with what firmnefs, zeal, and courage they fhould fpeak 

and ad. Though in • their private capacity they be 

meek and benevolent, and know how to make conccl- 

fions, yet when fupporting their high and facred cha- 

rader, as ambafladors qf Heaven, they mult “ fet 

their faces like a flint,” and have no “ refped of per- 

fons.” They are not exempted from allegiance to 

government; but, if they are called to addrefs kings 

and piinces, they fhould do it without fear or partia- 

► 

lity, though with proper deference. On many ocraflons 
they are under the neceflity of declaring the mdll of- 
fenfive truths, which may liibjed them to the chaige 
of pride, uncharitablenels, and feverity, at the very 
time that they fufrer the utmrtft dillrefs by the deli¬ 
very of their meflage. They will not only labour in 
public, but weep and pray in fecret, for the falvarion 
of thofe, whom they are fuppofed to condemn with 
bitternefs. Yet, while they feel for the awful cafe of 
impenitent linners, they fhould beware of counte¬ 
nancing their practices, by any intimate connedions 
with them, and fl\oukl therefore withdraw from their 
fociety. 

Ycjrs before • The grief of Samuel, on Saul’s account, 
i iirhi, 1C63. difeovered an amiable and pious temper; 

but it feems to have been indulged to an extreme, and, c 
perhaps, it difpofed him* to complain of the divine 
condud. The Lc»d, therefore, rebuked him for it, 

D j charged 
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charged him to acquiefce in the rejection of Saul, and 

fept him with an exprefs commifllon to anoint one of 

the fons of Jefle, who was foon to be railed to the 

throne *. The prophet would gladly have declined the 

talk: he gave way to the fuggeftions of unbelief and 

urged the danger, to which his. life would be expofed 

from the refentment of Saul: “ How can I go ? If 

Saul hear it, he will kill me.” But his objections 

were over-ruled: he went in obedience to the com- 

# 

mand, and David was pointed out to him, by a fecret 
revelation, as the perfon to be confecrated to the re¬ 
gal office. We alfo Ihould learn, not to indulge 
any exceffive grjef, even for the dell ruCtion of the 
wicked. It becometh us not to reply againft God, 
but to reft allured, that “ His judgment is according 
to truth.” Inftead of complaining, that juftice is dis¬ 
played in the punilhment of finners, let us rejoice and 
give thanks, that any are “ appointed to obtain falva- 
tion by our Lord Jefus Chiift.” 

Samuel was now advanced in years, and retired 
from public bufinefsj and yet lie was actively employ¬ 
ed in promoting the great interefts of religion. He 
is fuppofed to have founded thofe feminaries of pious 
education, “ the fchoojs of the prophets,” whic!\ 
tended to preferve the purity of revelation, and to pro¬ 
vide proper perfons for the fervice of the Church. 
The inftitutitfn, evidendy, promifed the molt exten- 
five advantages, and, through the divine bleffing, it 
continued to profper for many generations. In thefc 
jfchools, probably, the man of God fpent the clofe of 

* i Sam. xvi. i, &c. 
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his life: for when David fled from die perlecution of 
Saul, he took refuge with*Samuel, who, it is remarked, 
was “ ftanding as appointed over the company of the 
prophets *.’* Thither the murderous rage of Saul pur- 
iued the trembling fon of Jefle, and fecmed Ukely to 
have deftroyed both him and the aged prophet toge¬ 
ther. But they were miraculoufly preferved: for the 
Spirit of God came upon the furious king, as well as 
upon all his meflengers; and he was confounded in his 
purpofe. 

Thus we fliould labour to the very lad, and be 
zealous for the caufe of God, whoever may decline 
from it. Dangers perhaps may threaten us; but let 
us attend to our proper work, and the Lord will de¬ 
fend us. “ He knoweth how to deliver the godly out’ 
of temptations, and to referve the unjuft unto the day 
of judgment to be punilhed f.” By various methods 
He defeats the defign$ of his enemies, and, not uncom¬ 
monly, by an immediate impreflion upon their minds, 
which conftrains them, unaccountably to themfelves, 
to abandon fheir fchemes. 

Yean before After a life of eminent ufefulnefs Samuel 
cunfl, 1060. ^parted j n peace, and his death was much 

lamented by the whole nation of Ifrael J. How ho¬ 
nourable does the good man appear, even in a private 
ftation! Though he may be negletted by many, who 
once profeffed to revere him, his worth will be ac¬ 
knowledged, when he i? taken away, and his lofs will 
be felt by the Church. But while we contemplate 
thofe excellent perfonages, who are now removed 


1 Sam. xix. 18, Sc c. f t Pet. ii. 9. J 1 Sam. x:v. u 
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from the earth, we rejoice that “ the refidue of the 
Spirit” is with Godj. May lie raife up, among our- 
felves, faithful witnefies for his name, endued with the 
fame wifdom, diligence, and ardour in religion, which 
his prophets and mefl~engers.cf old polfefled ! By their 
miniftiy may He “ revive his, work,” eftabiifh his 
own kingdom in righteoufnefs, and “ make our Jeru- 
falem a praife in the eardi!” Amen. 


SAUL. 
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CHAP. III. 

SECT. I. 

Saul, an inftance of diftimulotion—bis extraftion and ap¬ 
pearance—conduced to Samuel — anointed—received an¬ 
other heart — fropbefied—mo deft and forbearing — con¬ 
quered the Ammonites—facrificed contrary to Samuel's 
diretlions—reproved and condemned—not humbled — 
preferved a pew of piety—his rap imprecations—fuc- 
cefsful in bis wars—defrayed the Amalekites, but fpared 
Agag—cotrvifted by Samuel — rejefted — impenitent. 

X n this practical review of Scripture Characters, while 
iren of different deferiptions pafs before us, it will be 
ufefiil to remark the difference of the divine conduct 
towards them. Indeed, the government of God is fo 
extenfive and myfterious, that we prefume not to un- 
derfland, or difeover, all the reafons of his various 

f 

proceedings: but we fhall perceive fufficient proof 
of his love of holinefs, and abhorrence of iniquity. 
Throughout the whole of his adminiftration, we fhall 
obferve, that the upright in heart are his delight, and. 
the objedls of his care ; but that the wicked, whatever 
difguife they may affume, are hateful in his light, 
and that, fooner or later, they feel the effeCts of his 
indignation. 


There 
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There have been thofe, indeed, who, in one period 
of their lives, wen: diftinguifhed by Angular favours, 
and in another were marked as examples of the divine 
vengeance. Yet, even in thefe inftances, where God 
Utterly rejedts them, whom he once feemed to regard 
with kindnefs, there is no unrighteoufnefs with Him; 
** a God of truth, and widiout iniquity, juft and right 
is He.” Neither is there any change in His pur- 
poles ■, for “ He is of one mind though there be, 
in our views, a manifeft alteration, and we may be 
ready to conclude, from the difpenfations of his pro¬ 
vidence, that He has departed from his original 
defign. 

Such arc the refte&ions, which will be fuggefted to 
us, as we are confidering the character of Saul. He 
was railed to peculiar eminence by the immediate ap¬ 
pointment of God, and by the fame appointment was 
call down, fo as at laft to perilh under Agns of hea- 
vieft difpleafure. From the Aril part of his hiftory, 
we are induced to form a favourable judgment of him ; 
for we perceive many things amiable in his temper, 
and laudable in his conduct. We wonder, then, what 
was the caufe of his'mifearriage, and whence it came 
that fo hopeful a beginning ftiould have fo miferable 
a concluftoji. But is it uncommon for thofe, who are 
deftitute of found principles and real integrity of heart, 
to put on a fair appearance for a feafon, to pra&ife 
many duties, and, without betraying any inconAftency, 
to maintain a zealous profeflion of religion ? Is it at 
all ftrange, then, that diefe perfons, when brought into 
eircumftances of ftrong temptation, Aiould fuddenly 

throw 
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throw off the maflc, and proclaim their own infince- 
rity ? Awful as the cafe is, there Sre not a few, who, 
to our apprehenfions, begin in the Spirit, and end in 
the flefh ? Such was Saul. Let his example be im¬ 
proved as a folemn warning to all, to beware of dif- 
fimulation. Let us be afraid of felf-deceit, and not 
be fatisfied with good intentions, or a partial, tempo¬ 
rary obedience. Let us confider well the nature of 
that fervice, into which we are called to enter, and 
“ having put our h^nds to the plough,” let us not dare 
to look back, but “ be faithful unto death,” if wc 
would receive the crown of life. This is a fubjeft, 
which Ihould excite “ great fearchings of heart,” and 

very fervent prayer to t»od.‘-Thou only, O Lord, 

tried: the reins: Help us to difccm our real character; 
deliver us from all formality and hypocrify j fhew us, 
whereinfoever we are deceived; make us entirely 
conformable to thy Will* and preferve us to thy hea¬ 
venly kingdom. 

The Ifraelites had defired a change of government, 
and the Lord had jaromifed that their wifhes fhould be 
gratified. For that purpofe the regal office was infti- 
tuted, and Saul nominated to it. The appointment, 
doubtlefs, was moft honourable, but no evidence of any 
true excellency in him. The prince was intended to 
refeue die people from their enemies, but, • at the fame 
time, to be a fcourge to diem for their perverfenefs. 
For thus laid the Lord, concerning this event , <( I gave 
thee a king in mine anger V* 

f Hof. xiii. ii. 
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Saul was defcended from a Benjamite of confidera- 
blc property: he was the fon of Kifh, “ a mighty man 
of power,” and by his engaging and majeftic appear¬ 
ance feemed likely to conciliate efteem, and command 
rcfpedt with a nation fond of pomp and grandeur *. 
For “ he was a choice young man and a goodly: and 
there was not am >ng the children of Ifrael a goodlier 
pcrfon dian he.” But he owed not his exalcation to 
any influence, which he derived from his family or the 
gracefulnefs of his figure. The power was committed 
to him by the divine dirc&ion» and tlv. Ifraelites were 
jnllru&ed to receive him, as chofen of God to rule 
over them. 


Y n n before By a ft range providence, whiife he fought 
thrift, 10^5. f Qr a fle3 w h;ch his fun r had loft, he 

was conducted to Samuel, »vha iiad been previoufly 
commanded, by a private revelation, to anoint him to 
the lugh iuijaion. The prophet, therefore, addrefled 
him with the utmoft refpett, and intimated to him 
his approaching advancement: “ On whom,” laid fa- 
muel, “ is all the defire of Ifrael ? Is it not on thee, 
and on all thy father’s houfe ?” Flattering as this falu- 
tation was, it feemed not to raife any afpiring thoughts 
in him. He replied, with a becoming modefty, “ Am 
not I a Benjamite, of the fmalleft of the tribes of 
Ifrael ? and my family the leaft of all th« families of 
the tribe of Benjamin? wherefore then fpeakeft thou 
fo to me ?” 

In the courfe of the interview, he was treated with 
a peculiar deference, and inftrutted in the duties of 


• i Sam. ix. i, &c. 
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his future office by the wife and pious converfation of 
Samuel. Upon his difmiflion, he received from the 
prophet the confecrating oil, and an affurance, that he 
was appointed to be “ Captain over the Lord’s inheri¬ 
tance*.” The declaration wjs fo aftonifhing, that, 
probably, it ftaggered his belief: and therefore, to 
convince him, that this whole matter was ordered of 
God, and that He would afford him protection, vari¬ 
ous figns were given him, which were all accomplifhed 
on that very day. 

“ When he had turned his back to go from 
Samuel, God gave him another heart.” A wonderful 
change was produced in his views, abilities, and in¬ 
clinations : but it is doubted, how far this change ex¬ 
tended. Some have fuppofed, that, by die fanCtify- 
ing influence of divine grace, he was renewed in righ- 
teoufnefs, and became a holy perfon. But this is 
much more than is implied in the expreffion, or can 
be inferred from “any part of the hiitory. It is not 
faid, that he received “ a new” but “ anodier heart 
not, that he was made holy, but “ turned into another 
man.” The Lord, who-had called him to fo diftin- 
guifhed an office, immediately qualified him for it, and, 
by an extraordinary power, infpired him with fenti- 
ments and difpofitions fuitable to a king. His mind, 
then, no longer intent upon the objeCts of his for¬ 
mer occupation, aimed at greater things, and thought 
only of the momentous concerns of government. He 
was defigned to be a brave General, and a wife Prince; 


* i Sam. X.- 1, See. 
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for which purpofe he was endued from above with urt* 
derftanding, courage, vigour, and attivity. 

Thofe, whom the Lord appoints to any fervice, will 
receive, in due time, an adequate meafure of prepa¬ 
ration for it. He, who poflefles all fulnefs in himfelfj 
is pleafed to fumilh them, whom He employs as his 
inftruments, with all needful talents and abilities. But 
a qualification for the moft extenfive ufefulnefs does 
not imply any real excellency of moral character. 
Many, like Saul, may be fuddenly changed, and yet 
not converted to God; may be fitted for fome impor¬ 
tant poll: in life, and yet not made the children of God 
and the heirs of his kingdom. We muft, therefore, 
carefully diftinguifh between the moil eminent gifts 
and the leaft degree of fanftifying grace. There are 
thofe, who may be enabled to fill a high department, 
either in the Church or State, with confiderable advan¬ 
tage to fociety, who may ncverthelefs continue totally 
deftitute of true religion. 

Saul was met upon the road by a company of pro¬ 
phets, “ and the Spirit of God came upon him, and 
he prophefied among them.'’ This circumftance ot- 
cafioned great aftoni foment, and, probably, it was de- 
figiied to convince the people, that he was Called to 
the government; but it did not prove, that he pofiefled 
any holy difpofitions toward God. Many, at the laffc 
awful day, will plead their gifts, their ufefulnefs, and 
their reputation in the Church: “ Lord, Lord, have 
we not prophefied in thy name ? and in thy name have 
caft out devils ? and in thy name done many wonderful 
Works?” To whom the Judge will fay ««I never knew 

you? 
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you: depart from me, ye that work Iniquity And 
do not fome modem profeffors of the Gofpel reft in 
common attainments, which, though we attribute them 
to God and the operation of -his Spirit, are often be¬ 
llowed on carnal perfons, and are, therefore, no mark 
of the divine approbation? To defcribe, and eftimate 
with exa&nefs, the different fyftems of faith; to dif- 
pute with zeal for right doctrines; to talk, and pray, 
and preach, with fluency of fpeech, and to the admi¬ 
ration of the hearers ;--*hefe are confidered as moft 
valuable acquifitions, and on thefe, we fear, fome plaoe 
their dependence. Yet with fuch qualifications, they 
may be proud, and covetous, and contentious, and 
revengeful, and at laft go down to eternal deftruftion. 

But, though Saul was thus diftinguilhed, he did not 
at that time betray any figns of vanity or ambition. He 
was not forward to proclaim his approaching advance¬ 
ment, but with great modefty concealed the matter 
even from his friehds; nor did he take one ftep to feat 
himfelf on the throne. Nay, when the people were 
folemnly convened by Samuel, for the purpofe of re¬ 
ceiving their king according to the Lord’s appointment, 
and of invefting him with his high office, it Ihould 
feem that Saul, from a fenfe of his own infufficiency, 
would gladly have declined the honour j for he had fe- 
creted himfelf from their notice. And, after his inau¬ 
guration, he was back\j^rd to affum'e any regal pomp j 
he retired, as ufual, to his own houfe. A retinue, 
indeed, accompanied him, for the fupport of his au¬ 
thority j but he did not provide it for himfelf: it was 

* Matt, vii, 2 2 t 13. 
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“ a band of men, whofe hearts God had ’touched.’* 
By many others he *vas treated with infolent contempt, 
which might have ••excited the warmeft refentment, 
efpecially when he was armed with power: but, with 
Angular mecknefs and difcretion, he palled by the of¬ 
fence, and M held his peace.'* 

This is a pleafing part of his charaClet, and may be 
propofed for general imitation. The hiftory defcribes 
him as an obedient fon, attentive to the commands of 
his father, and concerned left 1 his long abfence fhould 
diftrefs him. His furprife at the firft hint of his eleva¬ 
tion, his diffidence and humility when the honour was 
tendered to him, his modefty and forbearance upon his 
advancement, hUtfe conciliated, our efteem and raifed 
our expectations. We ffiould rejoice to fee the fame 
prudent referve, the lame gentlenefs bf fpirit, particu¬ 
larly in young men of eminent attainments, Alas 1 
what conceit and arrogance, wlpt a vehement and vin¬ 
dictive temper, do we difcoVcr even in fome, who 
pride themfelvcs upon their morality! We refer thejn* 
to Saul for a reproof. In others indeed, who are evi¬ 
dently deftittite of religion, we perceive a condefcen- 
(ion and readinefs to forgive, which proceed not from 
holy principles, and yet render them agreeable and ufe- 
ftil members of fociety. We refpeCt and value them 
in their place, but lament, tliat, while they go fo far, 
they lhould go no farther. Wfrat will avail their ami¬ 
able qualities in the fight of rilen, ^without piety towards 
God? 

• Saul ftill continued in a private fituation, meekly 
waling the event, and, though appointed to a king¬ 
dom. 
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flofti, disdained not to fellow his fofiner Occupation, 
till the Lord was pleafed to call him forth to public 
notice. During His attendance on his cattle, he heard 

% «r 

that the inhabitants of J aljefh were threatened by the 
Ammonites} and immediately, through the powerful 
influence of the divine. Spirit upon his mioch being 
fired with indignation; he ftirred up the people to op- 
pofe their infuking enemies *. • His difpatch, and pru¬ 
dence, and courage, were^ moft aflonifhing.. In a very 
ihgrfhfn&ce, he aflembled a numerous army; he march- 

and cqnqueied. This Angular victory in- 
the nation to receive him as their Governor, 
and from that time he was fullyin the 
throne. We are (truck with his clefl^y in the hour 
of his riiumph. For, when it w,is propofed, that 
thofe, who had been ill affected towards him, fhould 

be deftroyed for their infelencc, he declared Iiis deter- 

% 

minttfion to pardon them, and, with an appearance 
of gratitude and devotion, aferibed the deliverance to 




lat 'moflvi this conduct proceeded, we pre- 
funTelibt: t6 afierf. ButTurely die fame patience, in 
waiting the difpofals of Providence, rhe fame forbear- 
,towards feoffers and calumniators, arc equally in* 
it upon all. We*know, who hath faid, “ Dearly 
avenge -not yourfelvesf.” - But where are 
thofe, who, with power*in their hands,put up 
with indignities and Stages from an inferior? How 
many, profiling to ((^followers qf jefus, ftand re* 
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proved for their impetuofity, their bitternefs, and defire 
of revenge! 

So* far the hidory lias reprefented Saul in an amia¬ 
ble light: but a melancholy change fucceeds. Nor is 
die cafe Angular. Who does not lhed a tear over the 
multitudes, diat have appeared to run well in the 
' Chridian race, and yet, through fome hinderance or 

m 

other, have at lad “ drawn back unto perdition?” 
Grandeur .and profperity, we apprehend, were fatal to 
Saul, and have been fo to thoufand?. After tv ygjffi rs, 
we no longer behold him the fame bold and 'geSprOus 
commander, as before, at lead, in many inftartwtfhe 
will appear Mjjajrdly, mean, and hypocritical. • He 
had cxpcrien^Fthe divine* protedion and lupport in 
an eminent degree; but we (lull foon perceive him 
die fcorn of his enemies, a terror to himfelf, and a 
burden to all around him. This will furnifh an in- 
ftrudive leffon. “ The Lord is with you, while ye 
be with Him, and if ye leek llim. He will be found 
of you; but if yc forfake Him,^Hfe^ill ’ 

Ycrs bcfoie Perha P s thrbugh a'l$e of-ea^p^len- 
ciuift, 1093. j our> U pon coming to die full pofldnon of 

the regal dignity*, he neglededfor two years to lhake 
off the oppredive tyranny of the Philidines, who there¬ 
fore improved the*opportunity* and gathered dre$^gj^, 
while his own fubjeds were diffatisfied with his c«n- 
dud f. 40 * length the alarm of war was given: the 
Philidines took the field agaiafltdhm; and he was re¬ 
duced to a great drait. Tnj| 9 fraelites were terrified 
by the threats of the enemy, and, having no confidence 
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in their king, deferted him in laige numbers. His 
obedience was then put to the tell, .and he-failed in the 
hour of trial. He had been charged, doubriefs by die 
direction of God h’imfelf, to wait feven days, till Sa¬ 
muel Ihould arrive to furnifh him with inftru&ions, 
and to prefide in the offices of religion: but through 
impatience and unbelief contrary to the injunction, he 
prefymed to offer facrifices witliout him. Immedi¬ 
ately, and within the appointed time, the mefienger of 
appeared,* and called the prince to account 
fpt'flftat he hail done. # 

•aiit, we have feen, had tranfgrefled a plain com¬ 
mand; buthe attempted, by paltry^ifcfes,'to juflify 
his cofidudt, and even boallcd of hisittcmion to the 
divine fcrvicc. He pleaded, that he had waited, ac¬ 
cording to the order given him, diat his people were 
deferting him, and the Philiflines ready to attack him; 
and therefore, that, as he dared not to engage in.the 
war without firft imploring the prote&ion of God, lie 
hax^^s^lf perfd^ed the proper adts of devotion, in 
v\otmio his o'vp’wifhes, and of unavoidable' necet 
fity. This was fpe^ious; but it was hypocritical. 
Samuel detected his infincerity, and, not allowing any 
.#l s pleas, condemned his difobedience, and declared 
'die Lord’s determination to deprive him of that power, 
which he had abufed. 

Saul laid great Ibgfs, as lormalifts ancRSiflemblers* 
generally do, on thexternal rites t)f religion, which he 
would not negledl; but he. attended not to the divine 
precept any farther than fuited his own inclination or 
convenience. Perhaps he was proud of his authority, 

E 2 and. 
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and, not brooking ^any fubmiflion to the prophet, <Je- 
fired to convince the people, thac His afiiftance was 
n it wanted: he therefore, infolently and profanely, en¬ 
croached on the prieft’s office; and it will be recol¬ 
lected, 'that, for a fimilar offence, king U/ziah was 
fm uen with leprofy*. Yet many confutations might 
Item to palliate his guilt, if not to vindicate his con- 
dud. It might be argued, that he was compelled by 
the difficulties of his fituatio/i, • that the aCtion at lead 
w as good, * and that the prefence of Samuel 
Ijut of little confupiencc.—Alas! how prone 
to make light of fin! how ready to frame 
their own dcfq^L when they tranfgrcfs! This, or the 
other crime, itT»allcged, is but a trifle; and, - as they 
arc driven to great ilraits, a peculiar licence may be 
allowed them. 



Sinners, you deceive yotirfclvcs. Nothing can jus¬ 
tify a plain negleft of duty, in the mod minute inftance. 
Beware of “ contemning fmall thirds;” led yqp “ fall 
by little and little.” To call th^K^rifle, 
breach of an exprefs command, W to fet afi 
predate the authority of God, You might account the 
offiv.ee yf your fird parents as of no vaft. magnitude; 
but, by the juft judgment of God,, it has “ bro 
death into the world, apd all our woe.” The 





only knows die’fecrct fpruigs of aCtion; and, in I lis 
fight, tha^afer.duct may be bafe anchdetedable, as the 
facrifice of Saul was,. which befa#men may feem pro¬ 
per and laudable. You may [^involved in dangers 
and didreffes; like Saul; but in thofe ve*y circum- 
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fiances, you are required to evince your faith and obe¬ 
dience. If you are not filling to wild and fubmit to 
God in the utmoft perplexities, wetnay fear you have 
no real regard to him at all.* 

It had been declared, that the government of Saul 
Ihould not continue, on account of his contemptuous 
violation of the’ divine command. He was dill kept 
upon his trial; but no favourable change appeared. 
Nay, the very awful denunciation of the prophet pro- 
ductfl not any good effett.* We perceive no marks of 
hwWdHon; we hear not one petition to God for the 
of his offence. And, ‘when the judgments and 
“ terrors of the Lord” make little ^r no imprefiion 
upon Tinners, we have caufe to appi^pid, that their 
cafe is hopelefs indeed. 

The king of Ifrael, probably, being difpleafed with 
Samuel's faithful reproof, wifhcu for no more* commu¬ 
nications with him. Yet he .did not therefore end off 
the profefilen of religion. lie procured the high- 
pi(rom Shiloh jj jh ittcnd him in the camp, and per- 
fatisfied wH the prefence and the fei vices of 
:er, who would not be fo troublefome to him, 
as Samuel had been*. But, whild he diould have 
been leading his forces againd the Philiflines,.Kc was 
vg ft k. foolifh, and dejedted. With a fmall company 
or fix hundred men, who were alfo difj)irited. He feem- 
ed to retire from them, at lead not to pofjgfs courage 
Enough to attack tha^ 

The profpedt was Jpk: for what could be expedted 
m favour of Ifrael, when Gcd had been provoked by 
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their king, at the very entrance upon this expedition ? 
Yet He gracioufly ^nterpofed for the deliverance of his 
people, whiift He Jhewed the ftrongeft difapprobation 
of Saul. Jonathan, the y^ung prince, and his armour- 
bearer, with an holy ardour and confidence in God, 
which ullonifh us, rufhed into die camp of the Philif- 
tines, arid, through their means, that mighty army 
was put to flight and vanquifhed. 

Saul, indeed, upon the noile of the batde, with 
great impatience purfued the enemy; but it fhould 
firm, that his rafli and impolitic behaviour *i 
ibaining his men from‘food, rather .interrupt 
afliffed the (Tanglier. With a femblance of devotion, 
he Hopped to,^fcr facrificc; and on that occafion it is 
remarked, that “ he built his firft altar unto the Lord.” 
Carr any thing more clearly prove his hypocrify? In 
his belt days, he had neglected tlie divine, fervice, and 
never difeovered any true zeal for the fupport of reli¬ 
gion. 13 ut now, in a ilate of ap6fiafy frpm God, to 
f live his confidence, and to prrfagve appearances, he 
prociiies the attendance of a n^jpifter, anctaJjKthe 
fulltime, e reds, a place for public worfhip. here 
is, then, a fliow of piety, and an external regard to 
ordinances, which perfons of the worft principles and 
difpefitions may maintain. But thele are unavailing 
and deteftable, in the fight of God. - 9 

Saul was eager to proceed in the purfuit of the 
Pliiiillincs, but, upon the propofal of the high-prieft, 
he waited to confult the Lord. anfwer was given; 
whence the conclufion was evident, that the difpleafurfc 
of 1 leaven had been incurred. Who, then, was the 

offender ? 
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offender? Through the rafh and profane imprecation 
of Saul, Jonathan was unwarily brought into pondem- 
nation, for haying faffed a little foe^l in the fatigues of 
the batde: and immediately the cruel father, mod 
fevere in his animadverffons .upon his pious fon, rfnd 
not humbling himfelf for his own mifconduCt, which 
was the real caufe of the diftrefs, prepared to take 
vengeance on him. But the amiable youth was refeued 
by the interpofition of the people in his favour; and 
thus the reproof fell upon the head of the king. After 
icident, which feems to have excited difguff in 
ind -of Saul, he retired from the ptirfuit of the 
enemy, ahd negledcd to improve tlie victory. What 
do we obferve in the wjiole of his jqphaviour on this * 
occafion, but an impetuous, proud, malignant, and 
impious dilpofition? And do* we not, in every inftancc, 
perCeive, that man, left to himfelf, betrays the Jiid 
depravity of his nature, and is enflaved to the. bafeit 
tempers ? 

Notwithftanding^he threatenings, which had been 

<le W ed a g a ‘ n ft Wsul) the Lord was pleafed to make 

ule tiF him as an inftrument of protecting his people, 

and of chaftifing their oppreflors. He obtained vari - 

ous fucceffes in.war; and in the mean time a further 

probation was allowed him. But, perhaps, his very 

proiperity pr<yed a fnare to him, an<^ prevented him 

from attending to *his guilt and danger. The I .ord is 
* 

lttng-fuffering. toward finners, who are the declare^, 
objefts of his wratH^ and, while he is pouring down 
temporal comforts upon {hem, he gives them full op¬ 
portunity of manifefting their real characters. But . 

E 4 dint 


their continued impenitence will at length bring on 
them complete anyl final deftru&ion. 

Yean before The .following tranfii£tiorL exhibits the 

Chnft, about .... . ® , . . 

1079. Jewilh prince in his true colours; anu it was 
defigned to draw forth and evince the hypocrily of his 

heart. His obedience was again put to the tell by 

• # 

the exprefs dire&ion of God; 'and he was found to be 
unfaithful and rebellious. The prophet Samuel, who 
had, probably, been avoided on account of his former 
reproofs, was fent to the king, requiring him, in the 
name of Jehovah frojn whom he liad rcceivedJbi§ 
power, and as ever he wifhed to teftify h'u»-reg^|Bjr 
the divine authority, to go and utterly deftroy the 
Amalckites*. A.was alleged, that this finful nation, 
particularly for*tneir injurious treatment of the Ifrael- 
ites, was doomed, by the Tightcoiis judgment of Hea¬ 
ven, to entire dcfolation. He was, therefore, .charged 
to pay po refpedt to age or fex, and to .kill both man 
and beaft. Without hefitation, and with gieat ardour, 
he proceeded to execute the con*tpifiion. A nume¬ 
rous army was fummoned, with ul^h he att.icl^flBnd 
conquered the Amalekites. liiil his fiifinccrihpwas 
manifefled, in “ doing the work of the Lord deceit¬ 
fully.” 1’or, through fume bale principles, probably 
through covctoufnefs or ambition, he: {pared Ag.:g, c|ie 
king of the Ai^alekitcs, and cleftroyed^nly lb much 
of the fpoil as was wortlilds, referving all that was 
.valuable for his own emolument.. This.is a frequerft 
cafe. Many will lerve Cod witlv alacrity and zeal, fa 
long as they are thereby promoting their own temporal 
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intejeft, but, when their duty militates againft their 
felfifh lchemes, they difeover their tf unloundnefs, and 
will rather renounce their aliegiagee to God, than 
forego their prefent advantage. But will xle accept a 
partial obedience? Will He not reject with difdain 
|uch hypocrices, as protefs to honour iiim, and yet 
tender him or. ? y tie ltrvice, which is convenient or 
profitable to uenilelvts ? “ Be not deceived: God is 
not mocked.” 

The uivine indignation was kindled againft Saul; 
jgjllhe fame piopHet, who had given him the com- 
flQPPn, was Tent to reprove him for the unfaithful ex¬ 
ecution of it. The haughty monarch, indeed, proud 
of his fuccefs, had erected a trophy ftofehis own glory; 
and, as if l.c were not ccnfcious of any crime, he 
went up to Samuel, with an appearance of devout re- 
lpedt and of great confidence, and began to boaft that 
he had done his duty. But he was immediately con¬ 
victed on the jjlaineft evidence:- the blearing of the 
fliefflj and the lowing of the oxen, which had been 
fpaSfwere l'ufficftnt proofs, againft him.—It is al¬ 
ways a fufpicious fign, when men arc forward to pro¬ 
claim their own obedience; for, in general, thofe are 
molL ready to tell of their doings, who are molt defec¬ 
tive. If we ate conceited of our goodnefs, let us exa¬ 
mine, Is thedfc nothing in our tempers or conduft, 

# 

which gives the lie to our profeflicn? May we not 

be detected, as Saul was; by fome manifeft inconfift- • 

, • • • < • 
encies? • * • 

The diflimulating prince was unwilling to yield to 

the reproof: which was another unfavourable fymp- 
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tom. He endeavoured to caft the blame from hirjifclf 
upon the people, alleging, that they had been the caufe 
of preferving the „choiccft of the fpoil, and that, if 
the adlion were in fome degree wrong, the' motive at 
lead was excellent, as they meant to devote the prey 
to religious purpofes. This was a poor fubterfug^ 
indeed. For, if the people Were difpofed to violate 
their duty, it was His part to direct and reftrain them; 
and to give up his authority to them was no other than 
treachery to God. It fhould l'eem alfo, that his plea 
of a good intention was both frivolous and falfe: friv»r 
loiis, becaufe a pious defign will never jollify wl ^|5 ' 
really criminal in itfclf; and falfe, becaufe covetoufnefs, 
not devotion, was the leading* principle in the tranf- 
greflion. Samuel, therefore, would not allow the cx- 
cule, but condemned his conduit, as evincing a fill 
change, proceeding from a haughty and rapacious fpi- 
rit, and implying an avowed contempt of God. Still 
the king continued to vindicate himlelf on the very 
lame ground, and maintained his- own integrity.—Ah ! 
how didicult it is, to bring (inners to an acknqadffig- 
ment of their offences! But furely it is a mantof a 
proud and unhumbled heart, to caft about for apolo¬ 
gies,, anil to fly from one evafion to another, in de¬ 
fence of that which is evil. 

At length however, Saul put on the femblance of a 
penitent. When he perceived the prophet’s firmnefs 
in reproving him, and had heard the folemn declaration, 
thatjie mud be driven from his kfogdom,»he made a 
confeflion of his fin, yet in fuch a way as to difeover 
his hypocrify. He cried out, indeed, “ I have finned,” 

but 
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but was ftill defirous to find Tome extenuation of his 
crittie; and therefore he alleged ri f|||l he had done it, 
only through a timid compliance with the people. This 
was not probable: for in other refpetts, when his own 
honour was concerned, he was tenacious enough of 
his authority: or, if true, it was no vindication of him, 
becaufe he fhould have fcrupuloufly followed the divine 
direction, againft all oppofition. The real convert, 
we apprehend, will unreferv^dly take lhame to him¬ 
felf i and, though others .may be partners in his guilt, 
he.will be more likely to account himfelf chief in the 
rapfgreflion, than to cart: the blame upon them: whilil 
the diffembler will catch at every appearance of an ex- 
cufe, to palliate his offence. 

It is evident alfo, from the very confeflions of Saul, 
that he was not convinced of the heinoufnefs of his 
fin. He dreaded the confequences of Samuel’s dif- 
pleafure, and to Him, therefore, he made his applica¬ 
tion for pardon, being rfioft folicitous to regain his fa¬ 
vour.—Ah ! what will it avail us, to obtain forgive- 
nettfom our fellow creatures ? Let us ferioufly confider, 
of fflrw great magnitude is our wickednefs in the fight 
of a holy God! A proper fenfe of this will fwallow 
up every other thought, and conftrain us to cry out, 
with David, “ Againft. Thee, Thee only, have I 
finned*.” * ’ 

The prophet was departing from him in difguft, 
and with heavy denunciations; # when the king, neither 

humbling himfelf before God, nor.willing to be dif- 

^ • 

graced before his fubjedts, laid hold on him, and ear- 
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nertly intrcated him to ftay with him awhile, and pay. 
him fome public “ I have finned,” faid Tie,' 

** yet honour me nfttf, I pray thee, before the elders 
of my people, and before Ifrael, and turn again with 
me, that. I may worfliip die Lord thy God.” This . 
was very grols indeed; it fliewed, that he chiefly de¬ 
filed to preferve appearances with men, and was moft 
of aU diftreflol, becaufc his reputation would fuffer, 
and perhaps a defection .take place in his kingdom. 
Was this any’ mark of true cepentance, or even con- 
fiftent with it ? Yet how many are there of a like <k» 
feription, who flatter themfelves that they, are conv^PP' 
to God, whilft their main concern is, to obtain fomc 
tokens of favour from pious minifters, or other excel¬ 
lent perlons, in order that they may be thought well of 
in the world! This, at leaf , is the language of their 
hearts, “ Honour me now,” as if the good opinion off 
men would fatisfy them. But where there is fuch a 
folicitude to maintain a character, wc apprehend that 
the odiouJhels of fln is not rightly underftood, and,£hat 
there is no real humiliation on account of it. 

*. Saul indeed, immediately afterwards, and imwic 
prefence of Samuel, “ worlhipped die Lordj” but, 
it. ftioukl feem, this was done, merely in pretence, 
and to keep his credit. , In the very fame manner, the 
external rites and duties of religion are fcrupuloufly 
obferved and’conftandy praftifed by fome, who diflike 
the whole bufinefs. Lqf us beware, left our devotion 
be of this fort: for it is moft bafe to worlhip die 
Lord, through a regard to our own reputation. 
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J^hat wonder was it, then, Lord rcjeded 

Him, whofc beft i'ervice was a#* 4 lyfcf vile difiimula- 
tion? We read not,' that he was ever humbled for his 
offeree. Though hg was fpared for a long time after 
this tranfa&ion, the goodnefs of God did not lead him 
to repentance j for he continued, to the lad, proud, 
and cruel,'^nd*pro{jme. “ And the Lord repented, 
that he had qiade Saul king over Ifrael.” There was 
not> there* could not be, any alteration in the counfcls 
of £ 5 od, or in die fydem of His government. He 
iw what Saul would be, and knew, that by his 
difobedience and hypocrify he would bring down the 
heavieft judgments upon himfelf and his people. But 
from this period of the hi dory, as Saul’s infinceiity 
was now manifeded, the divine conduct towards him 
was evidently changed ■, fo that, (peaking after the man¬ 
ner of men, it.feemed as if God repented of die favours 
bellowed upon him/ ' ’ 

TJjj^: cafe is mod awful; but it may be improved to 
foiAftfiil purpofes. 

flit all examine tficir own date and character. 
If we profefs to ferve the Lord, let us be afraid of 
coming lhort of real religion; for we have feen, that 
a partial obedience will not fuffice. • Let us enquire, 
then. Do we defire to do the whole Will of God ? Is 
there no convenient fin, no favourite lud, that we 
fpare? Are we truly humbled for our guilt, and wil¬ 
ling to take lhame to ourfelves before God and man, 
without feeking, or reding on, any frivolous cxcufes? 

a. Let the fincere penitent be comforted. Many, 
whofc hearts arc upright with God, arc fo opprclfed 

with 
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with a fenle of jj|to»iniquities, efpecially of fucftas 
have Wen commfwea after hopfcfol appearances ancj 
profefflons of piety, that they fear the hidory of Saul 
is a picture of themfelves. A $onclufion this, rpoft 
painful indeed! But to you, who hate every eyil w&y, 
we can adminider confolatiom The very diftrefs you 
feel is a favourable fign; a proof, «chkt jrou*are not re¬ 
jected Of God; for to Him you muft’afcribe your ab¬ 
horrence of fin, and your earned defire to be renewed 
in holincfs. Saul’s cafe, then, is not your’s. You 
have thofe difpofitions of mind, which are an evid^fce 
of grace, and which he had not/ O give thanks; and 
“ hold fad that which you have received.’- 

3. Let hypocrites be alarmed, and perfuaded to turn 
unto God, not in form and appearance only, but with 
unfeigned fincerity. For what will avail their boaded 
duties, and all their fpecious pretences, to devotion ? 
The Lord, who fearches the heart, deteds their loud 
profeflions of love to Him, and will foon expire the 
bafenefs of their characters. O think,- then^JBow 
(ball you dand in the Judgment before Him! BflSjfbli- 
citous, not merely to avoid difgrace in this world, but 
to efcape that fhame and everlading contempt, which 
will be the portion of deceivers. 
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Saul , troubled by ttti * evil fpirit—-preferred "David — in- 
cenfed at bis popularity — afraid of him—married bis 
daughter to hm—frujlratcd in frequent attempts 'to kill 
Wot — continued to perfecute him , though tzvicr, being 
fparecTby David , he relented—terrified by the Phiiif- 
tiues, confulted a Mitch-—confounded by Samuel's ap¬ 
pearance—overcome in battle—dtftroyed 'himfef 

9 

Whatever fanguine hopes we had entertained, 
upon our firft view of the Character of Saul, if we 
advert to the circuinftances which we laft: confidered, 
w£ lhall exp eft nothing from the fequel of his hiftory, 
to fftdd us any pleafure. We left him in a moft aw- 
f«l|P ion; though a king ugon his tfirone, an objeft 
of commiferation, rather than of envy. He had tranl- 
grefled the command, and incurred the wrath of 
God} yet he was not humbled for his fin, npr did he 
feek retoaflsKation. ’'Samuel, the prophet bf the Lord, 
his faitfmil friend and counfellor, had forfaken him, 
to returh no more; after prqpouncing the folemn de¬ 
nunciation againft him, that hjs kingdom would foon 
be taken from him and given to another. Shall we 
wonder, then, to hear, that <c the Spirit of the Lord 

departed 
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departed from S^ul, and an evil fpiric from the Lord 
troubled him * V’ r 

Ifhfc declaiation, indeed, may Excite an alarm. It* 
may be (aid, “ Wii the Lord^inally abandon tliofe, 
■with yhom he has .been pleafed to fix his abode? 
Where is cur boafted fecucity in the- Covenant of 
grace, it they, who are partakers of the divine favour, 
may at lalt be call efi, and delivered up .to '.atan ?” 


Cut the cafe befbic us will not wa.ian.1 n.cn a conclu- 


fion as this, which would be as diflionouiable to ,God, 
as diftrcfT-ng to his people. He promifes, “ I will 
make an cvcrhiflmg Covenant with them, that I will 
not turn away from them, to do diem good; but I will 
put my fear in their fcearts, that they lhall not depart 
from mcf.” • 

' "With Saul, ft the latter end was worfe than the 
beginning;” but, through his whole life, he had never 
been brought under the influence of true religion. 
The Spirit of God, we have oblerved, was beftowed 
upon him, not to fan<ftify his heart, but to qualify,him 
for the office ofa king, to make him a wife go vein or, 
an active, prudent, and valiant commander.’ Thus 
alfo the Spirit of the Lord came ypon tliofe, who were 
called “ The Judges,” to endue them with fuitablc 
abilities for»their particular department, and ter infpire 
them with courage arid zeal for the defence bf’deliver- 
ance of the Ifraelites. T^is Spirit departed from Saul; 
lo that he no longer pofleffed die fame diftinguilhed 
talents, is a Statefman or a General, but loft: his for¬ 
mer difeernment, fortitude, and vigour.-We are 


• i Sam, xvi. ip + Jcr. xxxii. +o. 
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continually dependent upon the God of heaven, for the 
exertion of every faculty. If He with-draw his affift- 
ance, we are inftantly unfitted for’the duties of life. 

“ And an evil fpirit from the Lord troubled him.” 
The Lord, in righteous judgment defcrting him, fufi¬ 
fe red him to be expofed to the fnares, and carried 
away by the influence, of a wicked fpirit. Alas! when 
God quits his refldence in the human heart, all good 
is removed, and the door is opened for the admiflion 
of every evil. If left to ourfelvcs, wc lliould immedi¬ 
ately proceed from one iniquity to another. A foreign 
enemy, likewife, is ready to take the advantage, even 
“ the adverfary,” whofc employment it is to “ deceive 
t!ie nations,” and who “ walkcth about, fecking whom 
he may devour.” YVe do not wonder, then, that, 
when the Spirit of the lxrnl departs, an evil fpirit en¬ 
ters in. But the Devil is under control, nor can he 
excrcife* any power, or fuggell any temptation, farther 
than the Lord permits. YVe are accordingly taught to 
alcribe to the divine permiflion the afccndcncy of Satan 
over Saul *. 

This by no means implies, that God is the author 
of any moral evil: but, in order to manifeft his ab¬ 
horrence of fin. He is pleaded to with-hold the benefits 
of his protection from pervcife and obdinatc offenders, 
and, for their contempt of his word and command¬ 
ment, to remove from them that influence, whereby 
they had been redrained and affided. Shall wc com¬ 
plain, that “ Ilis Spirit will not always drive with 

man?” 


• See alfo i Kings, xxii. 22. Job, ii. 6, 

VOL. II. F 



SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 


66 

man ?” Is it not a righteous thing in Him to with¬ 
draw his prefence, after repeated infults and provoca¬ 
tions ? 

I,et us attend, then, to the fequel of Saul’s hiftory, 
which exhibits a itifmal picture indeed. We Jhall find 
hiin, from this period even to the clofe of his life, de- 
jeCled, timorous, given up to all vile affections, envy, 
deceit, hatred, malice, cruelty, and murder. 

He was feized, it fhould feem, with a deep melan¬ 
choly, which oppreffed liim, at lead by intervals, and 
from which he fought relief by the help of mufic. The 
harp and the company of David, who was fent for to 
Court on this occafion, alleviated the king’s diftrefs 
for a lliort feafon. While David “ took his harp, 
and played with his hand, Saul was refrelhed, and was 
well, and the evil fpirit departed from him.” We 
read not, that lie ever applied unto God for peace, or 
defired His return.—And alas! how many under the 
fevered wretchcdncfs of mind, do in like manner “ re¬ 
drain prayer!” They are unwilling to attend to any 
religious convictions, and therefore, by various con¬ 
trivances, endeavour to difle the reproaches of confci- 
ence. For a while, perhaps, the giddy pleafures of the 
world may difpel dieir gloom, and divert their thoughts. 
But real anil lading comfort cannot poflibly be obtained 
by men, who keep at a didance from God, or refufe 
to come, as the Gofpel preferibes, to “ die blood of 
fprinkling.” 

i c.r 5 bdou- The unhappy prince, forfaken of his de- 

. Cl... II, about ,,, 

iobj. fence, trembled at the approach of his ene¬ 
mies. He lud collected a numerous army to oppole 
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his infulting neiglibours; but, when Goliath appeared 
with his proud and impious challenge, Saul was dis¬ 
mayed, and the people alio, probably through their 
leader’s timidity, were dilheartened*.—Even a natural 
ftrength of mind is the gift of God: and the lurdl me¬ 
thod to pofiefs a firm and unlhaken fortitude, is, to 
leek reconciliation with Him, and a fenfe of His fa¬ 
vour. What have they to fear, who can fing, “ The 
Lord of holts is with us; the God of Jacob is our 
refuge ?” 

Deliverance, indeed, was wrought for Ifiaol, but 
with no credit to their king. David went forth with 
more than human courage, and, by the help of his God, 
flew the contemptuous foe. The victory, which was 
fignal and important, paved the way for David's ad¬ 
vancement. Saul, being for a time much attached to 
him, appointed him to a place of honour. But foon 
afterward, his warmeft refentment was excited, by the 
public acclamations of the people in praile of David. 
For, while they fang, “ Saul has flain his thoufuids, 
and David his ten thoufands,” he was jealous of the 
young man’s fuperior glory, and began to apprehend 
the lofsofhis kingdom. “ He eyed David from that 
day and forwardf.”—How terrible are the tfledts of 
envy! Its eyes arc ever wandering abroad, to lick 
caufes of diftrefs to itfelf, in the excellence or happi- 
nefs of others. Thole, therefore, who are under irs 
influence, are rendered extremely wretched by every 
pleafing objedt around them, and arc generally hurried 
by it to the bafeft fchemes of iniquity. O let us be- 
* < Sam. xvli. ftc. t 
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ware, left, by the indulgence of this paflion, we “ give 
place to the Devil!” For no fooner is envy cheriJhed 
in the heart, than a free admifiion is granted to the 
vileft affc&ions. 

To the gratification of this malignant difpofition in 
Saul, we aferibe the Jiicceeding •enormities of his con- 
tluCh The Lord in judgment permitted Satan to re¬ 
turn, anil to gain a (till greater afcendency over him : 
in conlequence of whicli, the.king commenced a furi¬ 
ous jicrfecutor, anti entertained defigns of murder. 
Twice together his intentions of killing David were 
fruflrated. Yet he repented not: but, perceiving the 
awful change, which had taken place in himfelf, and 
the divine blefiing upon David, he was afraid of the 
harmlcls youth, anti could not bear him in his fight.— 
There is l'omething in the prefence of an eminently 
good mail, which will often ftrike a terror into thole 
of an oppofite character. Arc’ not ^on, who hate the 
company of truly religious perlons, lecretly afraid of 
them, becaule you know that the Lord is with them, 
and that you yourfelvcs pofiels not the fame exalted 
privilege ? You thtn, who fear God, lhould learn to 
maintain a holy confidence and courage: for “ greater 
is 1 Ie that is in >ou, than he that is in the world*." 
Your very enemies, in the midft of all their male¬ 
volent machinations againft you, are conftrained to 
{land in awe of you. 

Men of bad defigns are generally reduced to the 
t meaneft as well as bafelt artifices, for the accomplifli-. 
ment of their purpofes ; and yet, notwitliftanding all 


• i John, iv, 
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their cunning and malice, .they are often wonderfully 
difconcerted and baffled in their Ichvmes. Saul, who 
pretended a favour to David, was faking his deftruc- 
tion. To remove him out of his fight, he preferred 
him to a higher poft in the army. But this difturbed 
him the more, as it increafed die popularity of David. 
The envious prince, therefore, propofed to give his 
eldeft daughter in marriage to the very perfon, whom 
he fufpedted and dreaded as a rival. The offer pro¬ 
ceeded not from friendfhip, but extreme malignity. 
For a condition wasumpofed, that David fliould under¬ 
take an expedition againft the Philiftines; and a hope 
was entertained, that he would fall by the enemy's hand. 
The king was difappointed, and then he departed from 
his promife: but another and a fimilar project was 
tried, from the fame malicious principles. Though 
the cldeft daughter was with-held, her younger filler 
was engaged and actually married to David; for which 
it was required only, that he fhould once more attack 
tiie Philiftines, and flay a hundred of them. It was 
expedted, that the attempt would prove fatal to him: 
but here again, the plans of the treacherous prince 
were defeated, and his confufion and hatred thereby 
increafed. “ He was the more afraid of David, and 
became his enemy continually.” I le avowed the ma¬ 
lignity of his heart, and charged both his fon Jonathan 
and all his fervants to kill David *. 

Yet, though the king of Ifrael’s difpofition was. 
mod detcftable, (here were intervals, in which we 
might have conceived fome favourable hopes of him. 

*• 1 S?m. xix. I, &e. 
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Upon his fon’s remonftrancc, his refentment Teemed 
to fublidc, and he Solemnly fware, that David fliould 
not die. Accordingly, a reconciliation took place, 
and David was admitted into his prefence, as in times 

paft.-But it is not enough, that good refolution* 

are formed, or even adhered to for a fhort feafon. 
There are few perfons, howevef confirmed in witked- 
nels, who do not fometimes relent, and who are not 
con (trained, on Tome occafions or other, to make the 
{hongeft proteflations of amendment, and really per¬ 
haps, for a while, to reform their Conduct. 

The fequel will prove, diat Saul’s inward difpofition 
remained the fame. His cruelty and rag: very icon 
broke forth again, on account of David’s repeated 
vi do lies j and he attempted to murder him, inftead of 
honouring and rewarding him for his faithful fervices. 
The javelin was call, but it miffed its aim. He was 
prevented alfo, by his own daughter’s artifice, from 
affaflinating David in private; and when, with the 
fame bloody defigns, he lent three different companies 
to apprehend him, and at laft Jiimlelf purfued him even 
to Ramah, he was baffled in his purpofe by a miracu¬ 
lous interpofirion. The Spirit of God came upon 
] tim, as well as upon his meffengers, and conftrained 
them all, in a l'upernatural eeftafy, to prophefy, and to 

depart without the power of doing any harm.- 

The mod violent perfecutors, we oblervc, are at the 
i.ord’s difpofal, who can reprefs their fury, and defeat 
their fchemes, when and how He pleafes. 

When the rcflraint was taken off, the pride and 
ent ity of Saul appeared with as much ftrength as bc- 

t< »ic. 
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fore. He difeovered, or fufpetted, that Jonathan was 
in David’s intereff, and thereby was provoked, with 
the grofleft reproaches to vilify the chara&er, and with 
his own hand to ftrike at the lift 1 , of his amiable and 
pious fon*. In the fame outrageous fpirit, he com¬ 
plained that all his attendants were in league againft 
him to dethrone him, and commanded that eighty-five 
priefts fhould be (lain, and their city utterly dcfolated, 
for ftiewing kindnefs to David f. The king was pur- 
fuing the objett of his [cfentment to Keilah, but was 
again difappointedj. Yet he continued daily to feck 
his dcltru&ion, which was prevented only by the gra¬ 
cious interpofitions of God. On one occafion parti¬ 
cularly, when, after fonie fruidefs attempts, Saul feetned 
on the very point of obtaining his wiflies, and had al- 
moft furrounded David and his company, he was in- 
ftantly called off by a hidden invafion of the Philiftinrs, 
and obliged to give up his prey.—Alas ! how relUefs 
are ffnners, who'are enflaved with die viie affections 
of envy, jealoufy, and malice! How unwilling to re¬ 
nounce their bafe projects, diough repeatedly baffled ! 
And yet, they are not only enemies to all around 
them, and can have no confidence in any, but they 
are, and muff: be, inconceivably wretched in diem- 
lelvcs. 

There was nothing in David’s conduft, to juflify 
this injurious treatment. He difeovered the utmoft 
fubmiflion, fidelity and attachment to his prince; on 
which account the hatred and violence, lie met witTi, 
were the more detdlablc. F.ven Saul himfelf was 

9 I Sam. xx. 30, «SlC. | xxii. 6, &c. T xxiii. 7, *^c. 
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forced to confefs it. No fooncr was he delivered from 
the Philiftines, than he returned to his former purluit 
“ like* as a lion that is greedy of his prey.” With a 
numerous and well-chofen army, he followed the fon 
of JelTe* : and by a very fingular providence, while 
he retired into a cave for fleep, he fell into the hands 
of the man, whofe life he was feeking. David how¬ 
ever, with an aftonifiling lenity and forbearance, fpared 
and protcdled him, and meekly expoftulated with him 
on the injuflice and finfulnefs of his perfection. Saul, 
being inftantly convi&ed, and melted down, with tears 
acknowledged his own iniquity. Me teftified alio the 
integrity of David, profefled to pray that God would 
reward him for his kiiulncls, aryl, in the firm expecta¬ 
tion of liis being raid'd to the throne, intreated him not 

to cut off his feed, or deftroy his name.-This 

might firm, at firfi view, the lentiment of penitence ; 
but alas! the impreflion was momentary, produced 
perhaps by a hidden alarm of conscience, without any 
humiliation before God, or any defire to be reconcil¬ 
ed to 1 lim. Many, of moll profligate characters, are 
at times conftruincd to allow and lament their folly, 
and to exprels their efieem for thole excellent perfons, 
whom they have hated and oppofed, and whom they 
Hill continue to pcrlecute. 

'['lie king of Ifrael had {hewn fome hopeful appear¬ 
ances, and iiad really defifted from his murderous pur- 
i’pic of David. But the fame malignant temper re¬ 
mained within, though it had been refirained for a fea- 
ibn; and, upon the full temptation, it broke forth 


• i Sam. xxiv. i, &c. 
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with its former violence. The Ziphites propofed to 
afiUt him in the difeovery of his enemy; and immedi- 
diately his paflions were roofed, anti* his foldiers were 
railed out to hunt after the life of David, as before *. 
Some very proper feelings, indeed, feemed to be 
awakened in him, by the Angular forbearance of that 
eminent faint, who witft full power in his hands, a 
iecond time, refufed to take revenge. The infatuated 
king again confefled and deplored his folly and his 
guilt, intreated David to return to him as his fon, and 
vowed that he would' no longer entertain any malevo¬ 
lent defigns againft him. He was conftraincd alio to 
pronounce a bleffing upon him, and to foretcl his fu¬ 
ture advancement and profperity, though he had in¬ 
tended to deflroy him.—At laft, then, he ceafed from 
his mad purfuit: but, notwithllanding fuch ftrong con¬ 
victions of his An, and profeflion;; of amendment, he 
cried not to God for mercy; nor will the fequel exlii- 
b : t any Agns of penitence in him. 

Some fuch hopeful appearances may often be found 
in men, who are obftinately enflaved to the mod viti- 
ous affe&ions. lake Saul, they may at times acknow¬ 
ledge, “ I have played the fool, and have erred ex¬ 
ceedingly,” and yet continue in the fame abfurd and 
♦ 

dcltrudtive courfes. A fenfc of their guilt and dan¬ 
ger may force itfelf upon them,, and excite great hor¬ 
rors in their confidence, though they refufe to renounce 
their evil practices. Upon the admonition of a friend 
under a ferious fermon, or in the cliftrefs of lbme 
afflictive providence, they may perhaps tremble at 

• i Sam. xxvj. i, . C ;c, 

themfelves. 
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themfelves, and feem to form the ftrongeft purpofe* 
of amendment. • But the very next temptation baffles 
their refolutions, and difconcerts all their plans of be¬ 
coming religious. They return, “ as a dog to his 

0 

vomit,” and, like Pharaoh, they harden their hearts 
ftill more. Ah! what avails fuch repentance as this i 
What is it, but to infult God? No wonder, that 
men in fuch a date are “ given over to a reprobate 
mint!, to do thofe things which are not convenient,” 
and “ bring upon thcmfelves fwift deftruttion.” 

David, we are told, experienced no more of Saul’s 
perfecuting rage *; but we apprehend, that he owed 
his fecurity to his flight, and not to any change of dif- 
pofition in the prince. Why elfe was he not admitted, 
into favour at Court? or, why fhould he ftill con¬ 
tinue in dread of falling by die hand of violence? 
The very tremendous clofe of the wretched life, we 
are confideting, will fully prove, diat he, who had 
** made fo fair a fliew in die flefli,” remained impeni¬ 
tent to die laft. 

Yean before Under the alarms of an evil confcience, 

1056. Saul had loft his former activity and cou¬ 
rage, and probably foreboded his own approaching 
ruin. Upon an invafion of the Philiftines, he was 
utterly difmayed; and, though he prepared for war, 
the fight of his enemies filled him with confufion f. 
In this diftrefs, indeed, he confulted the Lord, but 
received no anfwer. Shall we wonder at this ? He 
had filled up the meafurc of his iniquity, and the 
time of judgment was come. We are therefore ad- 

* i Sa:n. xxwi. 4. + xxviii. 4, Ac. 
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monifhed, to “ feek the Lord, while he may be found, 
to call upon him, while he is near-' But if finnen 
harden their hearts againlt all his gracious offers and 
invitations, is He bound by any promife in his word, 
or by any attribute of his nature, to liften to their 
cry, when nothing but their fuffering, or the dread of 
impending deftru&ion, drives them to Him i and wlieq 
they are howling for deliverance from mifery, not 
feeking reconciliation with Him ? Had Saul enquired 
of the Lord before, in fincerity and with real humilia¬ 
tion, he would not have been brought into that trou¬ 
ble j at lead, he would not have been deferted in the 
hour of his diltrcls. Or, had he even then turned to 
the Lord, widi an entire j-enunciation of his fin, and as 
a true penitent implored forgivcnefs, the ifliic would 
have been favourable. But thus l'uith the Lord, “ Thelc 
men have fet up their idols in their heart, and put the 
Humbling block of their iniquity before their face: 
fliould I be enquired of at all by them ?”—“ To what 
purpofe is the multitude of your facrifices unto me? 
When ye fpread forth your hands, I will hide mine 
eyes from you: yea, when ye make many prayers, I 
will not hear: your hands are full of blood 

O how unlpcakably bleffed are they, who have found 
the way of accefs to God by Jefus Chrift, and can 
look up with confidence to Him, as engaged by his 
own Covenant to order their affairs for them, to pre- 
ferve and to lave them ! Their deeped afflictions can- _ 
not Separate them from His love; nor will He hide his 
fare from them, when they “ pour out their complaints 

* E7ek. xiv. 3. Ha. i. 11- ij. 
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before him, and ihew him of their trouble.”—Nor 
Jhould any real penitents be difeouraged by the cafe of 
Saul. He was notJiunibled: he did not cry for mercy. 
If you, then, who have long maintained an oppofuion 
to God, are convidcd of your guilt, and with a con¬ 
trite fpirit arc fupplicating pardon and peace; if you 
feel your fins as a heavier burdfcn than your moft pain¬ 
ful fufferings, you Jhall obtain your defire. Though 
Saul was rejected in righteous judgment, through the 
grace of Jefus you lliall be received to favour. 

Whither, then, did the wretched king betake him- 
felf ? Alas! how infatuated are the counfels of impe¬ 
nitent filiners! As if in contempt or defiance of 
God, who had refuted to anfiyer him, he made appli- 
cition to a furcercis, and thus feemed to exped that 
dirediun and alfiliance from the Devil, which had been 
denied him from 1 leaven. In his better days he had 
endeavoured to abolifh witchcraft out of the land, as 
the divine law required j but now he began to “ build 
again the things which he had deJboyed," and with a, 
daring profanenels pledged hiinlelf by his oath, that no 
punithment fiiould be inflided on the witch, whom he 
confulted.—We enquire not, by what method Ihe 
p radii fed her impious art, or held communications 
with Satan. Suffice it to lay, that fuch an intercourle 
has been maintained, and that, in thefe as well as other 
works of darknefis, it is defiruble to be ignorant. Wc 
may be confident, that any attempt of this nature to 
gain information or affiftance, either by real or pre¬ 
tended enchantment, is an avoived rejedion of God, 
which mull be highly oftenfive to I Jim, and the 
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;flue of which muft be ruinous and fatal in the 

extreme. » 

Both Saul and the forcerefs were confounded. ITc 
had exprelfcd a wifh to have an interview with Samuel 
the departed prophet, recollecting probably the benefit 
of his former counfels, tfnd ignorantly fuppofing, that 
this wicked woman could bring back his Ipirit at her 
will. She alfo, it Ihould feem, expected by fome device 
or impofition of the Devils to produce an apparition 
in the refemblance of Samuel. But it plcafed the Lord 
God himfelf to interpofe, and to fend the true Samuel, 
in order to confirm the fentence, which he had before 
pafled upon Saul, and to (Jeclarc the divine determina¬ 
tion to cut oft* that proud and impenitent offender the 
very next day. The prophet, then, folemnly reproved 
him for the foolifh and prefumptuous imagination, he 
had entertained, of receiving confutation from the 
creature, when he wa*s forfaken of the Lord, and, in the 
name of the great Judge, pronounced upon him the 
irreverfible condemnation *. 

The 

* It has been f.ippofcJ, that the perfon who appeared to Saul 
WHS Satan himfelf, or fome evil fpirit, a flaming the charaftcr of 
Samuel. But we have no right to conclude from the woids of th* 
facrcd hiltory, that it was any other tnan the very prophet, v/nok 
name is mentioned. The folcmn add refs, here made to Saul, was 
fuels as fuited the meflenger of tha Lord, in his life-time neglected 
and defpifed by the king-, ?nd now comDiiflloecd to ratify his for¬ 
mer declarations.-But it is objected, that it were abSurd and 

impious to imagine, a wicked woman could ha\c power to fummon 
a departed fair.t, by the profane arts of divination, 'i his i, u add y 
granted; and \vc contend, that the appearance wis r.rt effected by 
the infiuer.ee of the v : ch, ar.J tint i: was altog* slier uiifere-.t to 
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The king he*rd his awful doom, and yet, " after 
his hardnefs and impenitent heart,” he did not bend 
the knee, or put up one petition for mercy. He felt 
an alarm and fainted, under the apprehenfion of his 
approaching deftruction: nor can we conceive any 
thing more wretched upon earth, than his condition 
upon Samuel’s departure. The witch endeavoured to 
adminifter fupport: a miferable comforter indeed! He 
revived; but he repented.not: and nothing then re¬ 
frained for him, but the “ certain and fearful looking 
for of judgment.” He prepared to meet the Philif- 
tines, and, with all the madnefs of defperation, rulhed 
“ as the horfe into the battle.” 

The event was anfwerable to the prediction. The 
JMiililtuics prevailed againft him: his army was utterly 
routed; his fons were flain; and he himfelf was 
Ibrely wounded *. Yet, even in that awful fituation* 

what flie had expcflcd and deftred; for (he was much terrified by 
it. But we fee no inconfiftcncy in allowing, that God hinifelf in- 
terpofed, at the very time that Satan was confulted, and fent his 
fervant to declare the doom of an obdurate finner. In the fame 
manner, the forccries of Balak, the king of Moab, were over-ruled 
by a divine impulfe upon the mind of Balaam, who was contained 
to pronounce a fentencc, quite oppofite to his own wiihes, and to 
tliofe of the prince who had employed him : Num. xxiii. Thus 
alfo, when Ahaziah, under a dangerous difeafe, had difpatched his 
meflengers to afit information of Baal-zebub as to the event, hop¬ 
ing doubtlefs for a favourable anfwer, the Lord God, to manifclt 
His abhorrence of the wicked enterprife, commanded Elijah to 
meet them by the way, and to a (lure them from Him, that the 
king (hould certainly die: 2 Kings, j. Sec Lclltn an Infidelity, 
page 24a, Sec. 

ht 
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he exprefled no figns of contrition, no concern for 
his immortal foul j but his chief apprphenfion was, left 
lie fliould fuffer fome indignities from the uncircum- 
cifed Philiftines. In order, therefore, to avoid a dis¬ 
graceful treatment from the hands of men, he requefted 
his armour-bearer to deftroy him; and, upon his 
refufal, in the violence of pride and ddpair he fell 
upon his own fword, and thus became his own exe¬ 
cutioner. 

We wonder not at any the mod execrable wickcd- 
nefs, which one, given up to final impenitence, may 
perpetrate. “ Lord, what is man!” What enormi¬ 
ties is he capable of committing! From the exam¬ 
ples of fome obdurate finners we perceive, what we 
ourfelvcs might have been, or what we may ftill be, if 
the grace of God prevent not. Let us learn, then, 
under a fenfe of our entire depravity, to pray, ,r Hold 
thou me- up, and I fhall be fafe: and I will have rc- 
fpeft unto diy ftatutes continually.” 

We have lcen Saul declining from very promifing 
appearances of religion, and advancing from one degree 
of impiety to another, till at laft he fcrupled not to con- 
tilt the Devil himfelf, and then perilhed milerably by his 
own hand. In the different ages of the world, it has 
pleafed God to fuffer fome fuch tremendous inftances, 
as this before us, that others may be inftruded and 
warned by them. Let us, then, beware of formality 
and hypocrify. If the heart be not upright, whatever 
favourable beginnings there may be, there cannot be 
an uniform perfeverance in goodnefs, or any happy 
eonclufion. Let us fcar to depart from the dear line 

of 
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of duty in any the minuted circumftancej for many 
have fallen by little and little. It will, therefore, be of 
the fird importance, to cherilh every holy defire and 
refolution, and to revere the didates of confciencc. If 
that folemn monitor be flighted, if the Spirit of God 
be relidcd, by a continued courfe of difobedience, the 
conlecjuenccs mud be terrible. But let not thofe con- 
fequenccs be laid to the charge of our gracious God. 
For none are given up to blindnefs and obduracy, as 
Saul was, but thofe, who have abufed their privileges, 
flifled their convidions, and violated their own exprefs 
engagements. Nor fliould any perfons, however hein¬ 
ous or complicated their guilt has been, fuppofe that 
they are in Saul’s abandoned date, fo long as they are 
defirous to ferve God in newnefs of life. We afk, Is 
your fin your burden? And is it your prayer, that you 
may be entirely conformed to the image of God? 
Then He is with you: and, while you devote your- 
felves to Him in his Covenant, He fays, “ I will 
never leave thee, nor furfakc thee.” 

It might feem lurprifing, if we were not habituated 
to the oblervation, that the example of Saul, in de- 
droying himfelf, is defended, applauded, and imitated. 
The king of Ifrael fought to hide himfelf from fliame 
and captivity: and is it not almod fafhionable among 
ourfelvcs for men, who are in perplexity and didrefs, 
to feck relief in filicide ? A miferablc refuge indeed! 
Bccaufe our circumdances are reduced, our friends 
dciert us, or our charaClers become infamous, fliall we 
!>{■». fiimptuoufiy nidi into die prefence of our Judge 
by .m ai> of the highed rebellion, and thus confign 
car iouis to eternal perdition? What madnefs can 
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be compared to this ?—We pronounce not upon the cafe 
of thofe, who by misfortune, temptation, or difeafc, are 
deprived of underftanding. But where felf-murder is 
committed, as we fear it is in numerous inftances, 
deliberately and with the poflcffion of reafon, there is 
not the lead ground to e;cpeft forgivenefs, fince it is an 
offence, for which there can be no repentance. It is, 
alfb, an aggravation of this fin, that the felf-deftroyer 
not only plunges himfclf into endlefs wretchednefs, but 
involves many furviying friends and relations, who have 
deferved no fuch treatment from him, in the deeped 
affliftion. 

May we, therefore, be prepared for the hour of 
trial! As it is the grand artifice of the Devil, to per- 
fuade finners under extreme difficulties, to fly to this 
lad aft of defperation, it may be of ufe to fortify die 
mind againd it, by a ferious confideration of it’s hein- 
oufnefs before God, and even of its miferable confe- 
quences in fociety. But our fecurity is not in ourfelves. 
Let us feek proteftion from Him, “ who keepeth 
Ifrael.” Let us watch and pray; and “ take unto us 
the whole armour of God, that we may be able to witli- 
dand in the evil day, and having done all to dami.”' 
Amen. 
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CHAP.* IV. 

SECT. I. 

bawd, of a low extraction—appointed to the throne- 
called to court—conquered Goliati — preferred, but foon 
perfecutcd, by the king—married Michal—prudent and 
beloved—protected from Saul's violence—fled for his life 
—called on Jhimeleck—took refuge with the Philijlines— 
removed to Judah—wandered under the care of Heaven 
-—rrfeued from Saul ly an invafion of the Philijlines. 

Scarcely any part of divine reyelation has efcaped 
the malicious ccnfures and profane feoffs of Infidels. 
They have racked dieir invention, and exerted all the 
poignancy of their wit, to diferedit the facred writings, 
by attempting to prove them falfe, or abfijrd, or con¬ 
tradictory. But we need not fear the event. “ The 
words of the Lord are pure words j” and they will abide 
for ever, though finners may impioufly dare to deny or 
oppofe them. 

The character of David has been attacked with 
’ peculiar fevurity. Much pains have been taken, to 
give the moll unfair reprefentations of his conduct, 
in order to render his very name contemptible and 
odious. But tlie objections againft David, it Ihould 
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fccm, originate from a defire to invalidate the Scrip¬ 
tures in general, and, if poflible, to overturn the whole 
fydem of Revelation. Feeble, however, are the 
ftrongelt (faults, againd the bulwarks of the Almighty. 
<{ He that fittetli in the heavens lhall laugh: the Lord 
(hall have them in derifion.” 

Perhaps indeed, fome zealous advocates for the 
Bible have not defended their caufe in the mod able 
and judicious manner, but, by their imprudence, may- 
have given their adverfaries an advantage. There are 
thofc, who juftify the condudt of David, with fuch a 
warmth of attachment, as unfits them for taking a fair 
edimate of his charadter; for they allow not any defedt 
in it. A regard to truth mult oblige us to confefs, 
that there were, upon different occafions, many things 
in his temper and behaviour, which we are at a lofs 
to account for, and fome, which we mud blame and 
condemn. 

But does this concefiion invalidate the Scriptures, or 
conrradidt any one dodtrine of Revelation ? What¬ 
ever David was, “ the foundation of God dandeth 
fure,” and “ the gates of hell (hall not prevail againd 
it.” Even the defeription of the very grievous of¬ 
fences, which faints of the fird eminence have com¬ 
mitted, and which unbelievers bring as an objedtion to 
the Bible, may be urged with great forde in its defence. 
For hereby the facred writers have proved, that they 
had no private purpofe to ferve: they reprefented the 
truth as it was, confident that the caufe of religion 
could differ nothing by a faithful and fimple relation 
of fadts. Very unlike commqn hidorians, they have 
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taken no pains to celebrate the excellence, or to con¬ 
ceal or extenuate the faiifts, of their favourite charac¬ 
ters. 

We need not fear, then, to give a plain'knd impar¬ 
tial account of the perfon before us; nor do we hefi- 
tate to ailert, that his example claims our warmefl 
ofteem and admiration, and tliar, in the general tenour 
and principal circumftances of his life, he may pro¬ 
perly be propofed as a diftinguilhcd pattern to all the 
Church of God. But ** let no man glory in men:” 
none are found fpotlefs, but He, who is emphatically 
called, «• The holy one or God.” Yet the very 
mifeonduft of thofe, who have made the higheft at¬ 
tainments in religion, will furnifli us with important 
and ufeful admonitions. Only for this purpofe, we 
muft lay afidc a cavilling and licentious fpirit, and be 
endued with an humble, obedient difpofition. 

David was placed in a vgry exalted fituation; and 
he received a peculiar honour in being conftituted, not 
merely the king of Jfrael, but alfo an illuflrious pro¬ 
phet of God, a progenitor and type of the Saviour. 
The divine Providence raifed him up in an extraordi¬ 
nary way, and for eminent fervices, took him from a 
flate of obfeurity, and fixed him in a poll of fupreme 
dignity. His father Jefle, we underftand, poflefled no 
eonliderable rank, and dwelt at Bethlehem, which was 
“ little among the thoufands of Judah.” # David was 
the youngeft of the family, the moft unlikely to be 
brought into public notice, and trained from his youth 
to the occupation of a Ihepherd. Yct from fiich a low 
condition he was elevated to the throne. The change 
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appeared fo aftoni/hing* chat it filled him with the rholt 

‘graceful admiration, even to the end of life.-It ia 

agreeable t^he^gerveral method of God’s proceedings 
to work by means, which are thought weak' and in*- 
effectual. He puts contempt upon all human great- 
nefs j and, while He accpmplifhes the mod important 
events by inllniments utterly infignificant, He proves 
that “ the excellency of the power” is all his o\?n, and 
that “ the help, which ia done upon earth, He doeth 
it himfclf.” 

Yfirs before When the Lord had declared his detor- 

m i nat j on c f rejecting Saul from the kingdom. 
He directed Samuel to provide a fucceflbr among the 
/bns of Jefle*. It fhoulcl feem, that David had been 
well nigh overlooked by the prophet, on account of 
hi.5 youth and abfence from home. When he was 
feat for, indeed, his meek and beautiful appearance 
were enough to conciliate* efteem: yet he obtained the 
appointment, not as having a fair countenance, but 
as being “ the man after God’s own heart.” For 
immediately, on his coming before Samuel, the Lord 
laid, “ Arife, anoint him; for this is he.” As an in¬ 
timation, then, of God’s infallible purpofe to brjng 
him to the throne, the confecrating oil was poured 
Upon him, in the prefence of his brethren; and pro¬ 
bably, for fbme time, die circumftances were not known 
beyond the extent of that houfehold. 

Gad djfpofes of his favours in a fovereign manner, 
juxi fometimes very differently to our wilhes and ex¬ 
pectations, Jn many inftances we have obferved, that 

• » Sam xvi f,Ac» 
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He has chofen the younger, in preference to the elder 
branches of a family. He felefts whom He will, for 
the advancement of his own glory, and is £it account¬ 
able to us for any of his difpenfations. We are ready 
to fix our regard on outward appearances; but we are 
admonifhed, as Samuel was, that " the Lord feeth not 
as man feethand we ought to remember, that “ He 
is the Judge: He putteth down one, and fetteth up 

another.”-He i§ pleafed, however, to give a fuit- 

able degree of^ftrcngth and wifdom to thofe, whom 
He calls to any difficult and important fervice. “ The 
Spirit of the*Lord came upon David, from that day 
forward,” and qualified him with every ntfceffary en¬ 
dowment for the high ftation, to which he was ap¬ 
pointed. I le >yas not, indeed, immediately fet upon 
the throne, but gradually prepared for his exaltation 
by a long and painful Courfe of difciplinc. 

Very foon after he had been anointed by Samuel, 
a remarkable providence opened the way for his intro-, 
du&ion at Court, where he might be inftrufled' in the 
adminiftration of public affairs. On account of Saul’s 
dejefted Hate, David, whofe talents had begun to ex¬ 
cite admiration, was recommended to his notice-; and 
the mufic of his harp, accompanied probably with the 
divine pfalmsof this “ fweet finger of Ifrael,” compofeci 
the diftra&ed mind, and alleviated the diftrefs .of the 
king. His abilities and amiable deportments concili¬ 
ated Saul’s efteem, and procured him diftingtoifhed 
marks of favour. And yet, for fome time, he was 
not conftantly refident in the palace; but, though ho¬ 
noured with the royal friendffiip, he did not dil'dain 
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his former humble employment. “ He returned from 
Saul, to feed his father’s fheep at Bethlehem Nor 
Ihould we ^rget, that a diligent attention to the duties 
of our proper calling, of whatever kind they be, is 
indifpenfably requifite, and will be the baft preparation 
for further advancemerfr and ufefolnefs in life, if fuch 
Ihould be defigned for’ us. In that retired fituation, 
David received intimations of future victories, while 
he was miraculoufly ftrengthcn^d to flay a lion and a 
bear, in the defence of His flock. This deliverance, 
we find, confirmed his dependence upon God, and 
emboldened him with the greater confidence to meet 
fucceeding trials. 

His faith and his courage were foon called forth, 
and difplayed in a very glorious manner. How inte- 
refting is the account of his combat with Goliath! 
Our attention therein is directed not merely to the 
pious ardour of David* but to that divine power, 
which was exerted by fo feeble an inftrument. Being 
font by his father to vifit his brethren in the field of 
battle, he arrived amongft them at the very time that 
the proud Philiftine was infulting the armies of Ifrael, 
and filling them all with terror and difmay. Immedi¬ 
ately he fek a holy indignation, when he perceived the 
reproach cart upon the people and upon the God of 
Ifrael by that vaunting enemy, and exprefled a defire 
to wipe away the difgrace. But he received a fevers 
check from his eldeft brother, who, probably through 
envy, accufed him of deferting his proper employment, 
and aferibed his zeal for God to “ the pride and the 

• I Sum. xvii. 15, See. 
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naughtmets of his heart.”-Surely it becomes the 

friend of religion to be roufcd from his fupinenefs, and 
to ftand forth with-a manly courage, in defence of the 
caufe of God, when its adverfaries triumph. But let 
him not be furprifed, or difheartencd, if the bafeft 
principles be imputed to him, as they were to David, 
and efpecially if his near relations frown upon him and 
oppofe him. But let him learn from this pious youth? 
not to return “ railing for railing." He replied only, 

with great gentlenefs of fpirit, “ What have I now 

■ 

done? Is there not a caufe ?” And'in general it will 
be found, that “ a mild anfwer turneth away wrath." 

David was not afraid to avow his intentions before 
the king, but with much firmnefs he propofed himfelf, 
as ready to meet the giant in Angle combat. The offer 
was thought ridiculous: his age, his comparative weak- 
nefs, and inexperience in war, were urged as flrong 

objeftions : but he over-ruled them all, by declaring 

\ 

his confidence in God, who had fupported and pre- 
ferVed him in former dangers. With what defence, 
then, fhall he be provided for die fight ? The armour 
of Saul was at firft put upon him *, but, being unac- 
euftomed to fuch a drefs, he reje&ed it, and advanced 
into the field with no other weapons, than his ftaff, and 
his flipg, and five fmooth ftones in his fhepherd’s bag. 
Thus the ftrength of his faith, and die gracious inter¬ 
position of God in his favour, more clearly appeared. 
The very weaknefs of thpfe inftruments, which the 
Lord generally employs for any fignal deliverance, dis¬ 
plays and magnifies his own power, and abafes the 
pride of man. 
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The feeble combatant was difdained in the eyes of 
the haughty Philiftine, who surfed him by his gods, 
and threatened to deftroy him inffantly. But David 
was not to be moved by the fiercenefs of his looks, of 
the terror of his menaces. He declared, that he flood 
forth in the prefent conflyA, depending folely on the di¬ 
vine aid, and defirous to vindicate the injured honour 
of the God of Ifrael. He exprefled alfo the firmeft 
confidence, that, mean and contemptible as his own ap¬ 
pearance might be, # he fhould obtain the viftory over 
>he infulting champion and the numerous hoft of the 
Philiflines, and that the God, in whom he trufted, 
would be known and glorified by the iflue of the 
battle. Nor was this a vain boaft: the eonteft was 
immediately decided in favour of the (tripling, who 
with his fling and a ftone brought down the mighty 
warrior to the ground, and thus procured a complete 
triumph to his country. • 

To what, then, lhall we aferibe the bravery and 
the fuccefs of David ? Not to the exertion of a mere 
natural temper, but to the influence of thofe divine 
principles, faith and zeal, 'rtre hiftory is recorded 
for the inftruftion and encouragement of future ages, 
that all may be excited to lay themfelves out for the 
honour of God, and the fupport of His caufe, what¬ 
ever dangers may threaten them, and that they may 
learn to face the moft tremendous adverfaries, with a 
bold and unlhaken reliance on the pmmifed help of 
God. There is one conflict, in which all the follow¬ 
ers of the Lamb are, and muft be, engaged: One 
enemy, more formidable than Goliath, challenges the 
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armies of Ifrael. But u rcfift the Devil, and he will 
flee from you.” Only go forth to the battle with the 
faith of David; and the powers of darknefs ihall not 
itand againft you. But ah! how often have you been 
foiled, through “ an evil heart of unbelief!” 

So fignal a victory could not but advance the re¬ 
putation of David. The king himfelf became more 
attached to him, and from that time would not fuffer 
him to return to his former occupation as a ffcepherd, 
but retained him at Court*. There alfo, it pleafed 
God to raife him up a friend, who was defigned to be 
a fupport and comfort to him in his fucceeding trials. 
Jonathan, the fon and the preemptive heir of Saul, 
difeovered an affeCtion for him, which was diAnterefl> 
ed, ardent, and abiding; for “ he loved him as his 
own foul.” The conduct of David in that exalted 
flation was moft amiable, and fuch as recommended 
him to the efteem both of the courtiers and -of the peo¬ 
ple. For he was obedient and faithful to his prince, 
and rrjanifefted a Angular prudence in every part of his 
deportment. How often do fuccefs and preferment 
inebriate die mind, dhd cherifh the vileft principles ? 
Very few are proof againft the fnares of greatnefs, es¬ 
pecially when elevated from a low condition. 

But the moft painful afflictions awaited him; and 
Jiis honours were foon imbittered to him. Saul, who 
had, probably, taken him as his companion, perceived, 
ps they went £om place to place, his growing popular 
rity, and heard the longs of the women celebrating his 
late conqueft of Goliath. He conftdered himfejf, therer 
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fore, as finking into neglett and contempt, and looked 
upon his faithful fervant with an envious and malignant 
eye* This was the rife of that long and fevere perfe-, 
cution, through which we are now to accompany the 
fon of Jeffe. And here we fhall obferve him as a man- 
of forrows, yet the constant objeCt of the divine care. 
He was handled with extreme liifferings; but an invi- 
fible hand, powerful and irrefiflible, * condu&ed him 
through them all. It was the purpofe of God to fet 
him on the throne, and nothing could prevent it. The 
very trials, he met with, were intended to prepare him 
for his future advancement, for which, probably, he 
would have been unfit at the firft. The £x>rd watched 

over him with a parental tendernefs, fought his battles 

% 

for him, adminiftered flrong confolation to him, and 
gave him a happy iffue out of all his afflictions. Is it 
not thus He deals with tliofe, whom “ He prepares 
unto glory ?” Though He loves them molt affection¬ 
ately, J le does not therefore exempt them from trou¬ 
ble, but rather calls them to it. Though “ it is his 
good pleafure to give them the kingdom,” fte does 
not put them into immediate poffeflion, but leads them 
to it through much tribulation, and makes that very 
tribulation the means of fitting them for it. Let 
them not muimur at his gracious appointment, nor 
diftruft his ca;e, but look forward, with joyful expec¬ 
tation, to the crown which is laid up for them. 

For a long time David was kept in continual appre- 
f/enfion of falling by the murderous hand of the king. 
Twice together he narrowly efcaped the javelin, which 
jyas intended to finite him. Yet he perfevered in the 
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fame meek and refpedtful behayiour towards his perfe- 
cutor. He was removed from Court, under the pre¬ 
text of being preferred ; but in his new ficuatioir he 
a£ted with fo much wifdom, and difeovered fuch evi¬ 
dent figns ,of being favoured with the divine prefence 
and blefling, that he gained the efteem of the whole 
nation. This very circumftance increafed the enmity 
of Saul againft him. He was then Tent to figh^ftgainft 
die Philiftines, that he might perifh in the.^battle; 
with a promife, indeed, of receiving the king’s eldeft 
daughter in marriage, if he fhould prove victorious. 
But, upon his return, he met with the utmoft con¬ 
tempt; for the princels was given to be the wife of 
another man. 

A fecond offer, of the fame invidious kind, was 
made to David. Michal, Saul's youngeft daughter, was 
propofed and engaged to him, if he would undertake 
another expedition againlt the Philiftines, and deftroy 
a hundred of them, He complained not of his for¬ 
mer injurious ufage; but, though he probably perceiv¬ 
ed the Malicious purpofe in the latter overture, he ac¬ 
cepted it with a modeft deference, and declined not the 
dangerous fervice, on which he was defired to go. He 
was fuccefsful as before, and then, according to the 
fotnpaft, became the king’s fon-in-law. Yet, not- 
with Handing this near affinity, Saul was not the Ids 
enraged againft him. David, however, in thefe very 
difficult circumftances continued to exercife a lingular 
mecknefs of wifdom in all his deportment, and was 
beloved and celebrated throughout th$ kingdom. 

How 
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How uncommon is fuch prudence and diferetion, 
elpecially under infults and provocations I Lee us en¬ 
quire, if we refemble this part of she exemplary cha- 
rafter before us. Are we “ behaving ourfelves wifely 
in all our ways?” Is there no finful omiffion, no rafh- 
nefs of fpirit, no impropriety of conduit? We are 
forward, perhaps, to complain of our enemies; yet 
their oppolition and perverfenefs will not excufe any 
wrong 1 IRhpers in us, but Ihould rather increafe our 
circumlpeftion, and diligent attention to the duties of 
our ftation. We hive feen, that “ the Lord was with 
David;” and if we alio defire the Lord’s prefence, 
faying, as this holy man, “ O when wilt thou come 
unto me ?” we mult likewife form the fame refolution, 
“ I will walk within my houfe with a perfedt heart*.” 

The molt wife anti upright deportment will nor 
enfure a freedom from perfecution. Every fervant of 
the palace received a charge from the king to kill Da¬ 
vid f, who was therefore obliged to hide himfelf, till 
the friendly offices of Jonathan appeafed the anger of 
Saul againft him for a feafonj and reftored him to his 
place. His frelh fuccelles againft the Philiftines re¬ 
kindled the envious rage of Saul, and made his fitua- 
tion at court untenable. The javelin was again caft 
at him, to deftroy him, and he narrowly efcaped to 
his own houfe. But even there, his life was ailaulted j 
and he was preferved, only by his wife’s fubrilty. She 
let him down through the window; and, from necef> 
fity, he became a wretched wanderer. For a time he 
found refuge with Samuel, to whom he communicated 

• Pfal. ci. *. t i Sam. xix. i, &c. 

his 



94 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

* 

his didrefs. But the fury of Saul purfued him thi¬ 
ther alfo. One meflenger after another was fent tc* 
apprehend him; but, by a miraculous impreflion upon 
their minds, they were rendered incapable of executing 
their purpofe, and, as if they had forgotten their er¬ 
rand, they began to prophcfy. The king himfelf fol¬ 
lowed them, probably with a' determination to wreak 
his vengeance; but he alfo was fc among the prophets,” 
and thus afforded David the opportunity of efdping.— 
Ilow adonifhing is the providence of God! How va¬ 
rious his ways of protecting his pe'oplc! He can never 
be at a lofs to reicue them from the defigns of their 
enemies, even when dicir cafe appears rnoft defperate. 
Let diem be encouraged to cor fide in Him, and to <f cad 
all their care upon Him, for He careth for them.” 

David had been wonderfully delivered at Naioth ; 
but he (till confidered himfelf in the mod imminent 
danger. He fled to his beloved Jonathan, to repie- 
fent his fears and didrefles, and to confult with him 
upon the proper means of fafety*. He dared not 
venture into the royal prefence; and therefore it was 
concerted, that Jonathan fhould make his apology for 
abfence, till the intentions of Saul were better under¬ 
flood. An affeCling interview took place between 
thefe two friends, who bound themfelves to each other 
by the mod folemir contraft, to maintain their fidelity. 
It was not long before Jonathan was convinced of the 
continuance of his father’s murderous defigns; and 
then, according to the expedient agreed on, he con¬ 
veyed the painful information to David. The poor 

• i Sam. xx. i. See. 
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perfecuted youth arofe from the cave, in which lie had 
been concealed, and, exprefling his refpeCt, his grati¬ 
tude, and his love to Jonathan, in tlie mod: endearing 
manner, parted from him with extreme grief; and 
being about to fly, he knew not whither, he was com¬ 
mended by him to the pare and protection of a faith¬ 
ful God. 

. It isi doubtlefs, every way right and proper to con¬ 
trive for our fafety in times of danger; and fome cir- 
cumftances may render it necefiary for us to delert 
our place. In fuch cafes, hojvcver, it fhoiAl appear 
that our removal is indifpenfably requifite; and it fhould 
then be fubmitted to, as the appointment of God. Bur, 
perhaps, David felt more diftrefling apprehenfions on 
this occafion, than became Him, to whom die pro- 
mifes were made. Doubtlefs, he upbraided himfelf for 
his unbelief, and often faid, “ Why art thou cad down, 
O my foul ? and why art thou difquieted within me ?” 
Alas! how weak, and how frequently interrupted, is 
the exe/cife of faith, in the ftrongeft believers! Let us 
watch and pray againft every diftrufting thought, and 
quietly leave ourfelves in the Lord's hands. 

The friendlhip of Jonathan, from whom the fevered 
Oppofition might have been expeCted, afforded die molt 
fenfible relief to David in his forrow. This was a 
gracious difpenfation from the Lord; and in the very 
fame wa f He is pleafed to fupport his afflicted people, 
even now. Do we not recolleCt, that He has again 
and again raifed up for us a councilor, a patron, and 
a comforter, where we had every tiling to fear? Has 
He not, by the unlooked for kindnefs of others, dried 

U P 
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up our tears, when we were overwhelmed with trou- 
ble; and pleaded our caufe, when we were fuffering 
Under unjull reproaches and oppreffiona ? Let us re¬ 
member, and rejoice, that He has the hearts of all men 
in his hands. 

m 

David was an exile from Court, from his father’s 
houfe, from his wife, and from his beloved 'Jonathan. 
A diftrefling fituation truly! The trial‘j^pj^rtat, 
that his faith failed him, and he was betrayed iffiofoitie 
inconfiftencies, over which we might defire to tftttw a 
vaiL——tin his flight, he called to take his leave of 
the tabernacle, and, as his manner was, to confult the 
Lord by Ahimelech the high prieft *. There he was 
thriven to a very finful diflirfiulation and falfhood, in 
order to avoid fufpicions, and to obtain fome means of 
fupport and defence from the minifter of religion. The 
confequences of this mifconduft were fatal to many; 
and David felt very ftrong compunction on account of 
to. Ah! how dangerous it is, in any circumftances, 
to deviate from the ftridteft integrity l 

He received from the hands of Ahimelech a part of 
the holy bread (in taking which he was juftifkd by his 
prefling neceflityf) and the fword of Goliath, which 
had been laid up before the Lord, and which might 
ftrengthen his faith, by reminding him continually of 
the miraculous deliverance he had before experienced. 
With this (lender fuftenance, and with no ^her ar¬ 
mour, he proceeded on his way; and, defiring only 
to fecure himfclf, not^to ftir up a rebellion, he betook 
himfelf to the very enemies, whom he had often fub- 

* i Sun, xxi. l, &c. xxii, ij.* f Matt. xii. 3 , 4 . 
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dued. The king of the Philiftines was inclined to fa¬ 
vour him; but, when his cjiaradter was known, the 
fears and fulpicions of the courtiers were excited; and 
it Ihould feem, that fie coulcf not long have fuhfifttxl 
in that country. Perhaps he was wrong in attempting 
it; at leaft he.certainly was fo, in the very difhonour- 

nt, which h’e adopt«^ for the .pi^ferVation 

§ 

[e feigned himfelf mad, th?t they might 
any danger from him, and then was 

a an ufelefs or troublefome perfon.-We 

the diflrefies, in which this holy^man was 
involved; or rather, we lament, that in his diftreffes 
lie did not' always ft and upright. But, while we blame 
his diftruft and timidity, we fear for ourfelves, and pray, 
“ that wc enter nor into temptation.” 

Banillied from the Philiftines, he was reduced to 
the neceflity of hiding himfelf in a cave*. There he 
was joined by his parents and relations, who fled to 
him, either to comfort ‘him, or to protect themfclves. 
There alio, a confiderable company reforted to him: 
about four hundred men, of defperate fortunes, cn- 
lifted themlelvcs under him, as their captain. What¬ 
ever might be their intentions, David*made ufe of* 
their' afliftance, not to annoy or injure others, but’to 
defend himfelf^, and wherever they encamped, they 
wete a fecurity -the inhabitants around them. In 
the midft of his diftreffes, we are pleafed to obferve 
his attention to his’aged father and mother, and his 
anxious concern for their .Welfare. lie took them to 

9 

the king of Moab, arid requefted him to afford them 
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a retreat, 



a retreat, exprefling his patient fubmiflion to God, 
and dependence upon Him for better days. This is 
anrtnjtru&ive example. Thofe, who pofiefs eminent 
1 abilities and diftinguilhcc! piety, *may be, for a time, 

• cut off from all opportunities of public ufefulncfs: and 
yet, under the heavieft calamities, they jfiay be referv- 
ed for tlje mod: exalted honours to tliej 
beneficial purpofes to others. Let us h 
while we are foiicitous for our own fafci 
get, what wc owe to our 1 parents: and, 
profpe&s be d.uk, let us remember the divine pro- 
miles, and be willing to wait, as David, “ till we know 
what God will do for us.” 

David, in his exile, was favoured witli the company 
.of the prophet Gad, and, tloubtlefs, was dirc&cd and 
comforted by his counfels and prayers. According to 
the advice, then, which he received from that ipiri- 
tu.il guide, lie removed into tjie land of Judah, though 
w sth extreme danger, that he might tefllly his reliance 
upon the protedlion of the Lor<i, and not be fcduccd 
by the practices of idolaters, v.ho were friendly to him. 

Soon after this removal, lie was joined by Abiathar, 

• * • 

the lbn of AHhnelech, who related to him. the horrid 
•murder, which Sai^l hail committed upon Ahimeiech, 
the high-pritft, anil the other inferior nginiflcrs of reli¬ 
gion. The account was molt painfyj to Davidj for 
he knew and confcfied, that his diflimulation had been 
the occafion of their death. From diat time he re¬ 
tained Abiathar with him* .giving him die ftrongeft 
. afilirances of fupport, and ple dging his own life for his 
fecurity. The prefence, the J^raKfcion, and die fer- 
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Vices of thofe, “ who minifter about holy things,” 
thpugh generally difregarded, will ever be confidered as 
a valuably acquifition by men of real piety: nor fhould 
they think apy hazard or lofs too great to be incurred, 
for the fake of fuch a privilege. 

David was perfecufed. on every fide; but, far from 
betravjijjfcjlgindidive fpirit, he was ready to do good 
to he might fuffer for it. Notwitliftand- 

inflHSHKe diftrefles, he dilcovcrcd a generous .it- 
tcnfflPBBBrhe public welfare; and, while bold and 
vigorous in action, he lhewcd at the fame time a con- 
ftant dependence upon God for diredlion and fucccfs: 
an uncommon inftance of martial courage and fer¬ 
vent devotion, united irf the fame perlbn! 

He was requefted to defend the city of Keilah 
againft the Philiftines*. But, though willing to'ren¬ 
der his countrymen any fervicc, he would not under¬ 
take the enterprife,. till he had firft confulted the Lord. 
The approbation of Heaven was declared; yet his 
own followers oppofed the meafure, till a more ex- 
prefs command, and promife of fupjxirt from Gotl 
himfelf, encouraged them to go. He went therefore, 
and, by a fignal victory, “ faved the inhabitants of 
Keilah.” But the very men, whom he had refeued 
from deftru&ion, were on the point of delivering him 
into the hands of Saul. This was a fevere trial indeed ! 
Here, however, as on other cccaftons, he fled for re¬ 


fuge to his God; and, by His particular inftrudtion, 
he forfook the town, and ortce more became a wan- 
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influence upon us, it will teach us to commit our way 
unto the Lord, to confult His will, and not to lean to 
our oWn underftanding. Like David, we fl^ll not be 
backward to obey the diregions of our heavenly Guide, 
though the moft formidable dangers threaten us. Nor 
Jfhall we repent of doing good*to any, even while 
we receive no other recompence thanjjjfcjjiKi and 
cruelty. 

David encamped in the wildernefs, an^jH^^Hrd 

by the murderous king of ifrael throug^HBp^ds 
and the mountains. I' rom day to day it feemed as if 
he fhould fall a prey to his enemy; but he remained 
fecure, under the immediate care of Heaven: “ God 
delivered him not into his Ifand.” In'that diftrefled 
fituation he was vifited by Jonathan, his faithful friend, 
who,* from religious principles, was firmly attached to 
him, and went, at the hazard of his own life, to 
“ flrengthen his hand in God.” The pious youth re¬ 
minded him of tlie divine promifes, and encouraged 
him to look lor a happy ifliie. The interview was 
concluded with the folenmities of devotion, and tend¬ 
ed, doubtlcfs, to diflvpate the fears of David, and to 
comfort him in his trouble. 

9 

Soon afterwards, his faith was again tried in a ieverc 
manner. Through the officious information of the 
Ziphires he was difeovered to Saul; and, being over¬ 
taken by that-furious adverfary, he was in the utmoft 
danger of being furrounded and entirely cut off. An 
cl'cape appeared impoflible. But the eye of G<xl 
watched over him, and, by JJis interpofmg provi¬ 
dence, v.hcri all human luccojfi|jii!ed, the threatening 
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Wow was inftantly averted. A fudden invafion of the 

Philiftincs called off the king to defend his country, 

and David was permitted to retire in fafetyr 

Here we paufe, and Hand in admiration of the ways 

of God. We are ready to afk. Why does He fuffer 

thofe, who are dearelt to himfelf, to be fo evil-in- 

treatedL**Jkjf wc reprcfs our prefumptuous enquiries. 

that “ He will not forfake liis people,* 

fame’s fake,” and that, in fpite of all 

as gracious 'purjioles concerning them 

(ally accomplillied. 1 lave we not feen His 

hand guiding, lupporting, and protecting the perfe- 

cuted foil of Jelfe? And have we not perceived, in 

many Angular incidents throughout this p*rt of the 

hiflory, the divine power, love, and faithfulncfs dif- 

• # 

played ? Do wc not alio, upon die review of our own 
life, recoiled! various inflances, in which the Lord has, 
almoft vifibly, interpofed, to adminifter relief and 
Wing deliverance? Let hot thefe remarkable events 
be alcribed t#chance; but, furveying what God hath 
wrought for us, let us devoutfy fay, “ This is the* 
Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes.” Nflr 
let us be diJinayed at the profpedt of future difficul¬ 
ties, but flay ourfelves upon Him, ,f who wonderful 
in counfel, and excellent in working.” He can raile 
up for us, in the midfl of our enemies, “ a friend 
that fticketh clofer than a brother,” tender and con- 
flant as Jonathan. Sooner than his promile (hall fail, 
He will commiffiop the Phililtines to effcdl our efcape, 
at the very moment when our cafe may appear molt 
defperatc. Enough, at leaft, we learn iroti> the faints 


H 3 


of 


102 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

of old, to encourage our hope in God, contrary to all 
human probabilities. Nature, indeed, is averfe, but 
faith will teach and enable us, to ‘‘"hope againft hope.” 
And this entire dependence upon Him, is what God 
indifpenfably requires j for He declares, “ If ye will 
not believe, furely ye fhall not be eftabliJhedV\ 

• Ifa. vii. 9. 
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Davi 



Saul's life—provoked by Nabob—married 

\red Saul a fecer.d time—retired to the Phi- 
* J 

rived by Achtfh—dfmijjcd from his fervice 
yd by the Amalekites—recovered all from them 
—mourned for Saul and Jonathan—removed to Ileb) on, 
where he was acknowledged king. 


That part of the life of David, which is now be¬ 
fore us, exhibits to our view an infbince of one, who 
was chofen of God, .and appointed to an exalted ftation, 
involved in the deepeft diftrefles. Yet in him wc be¬ 
hold “ an example of fuffering affliction and of pa¬ 
tience.” At times, indeed, he was caft down through 
unbelief, as if tire divine promife 'had. come utterly to 
an end; but, upon the whole,’he was* enabled to main¬ 
tain a firm dependence on the faithfulncfs of God, and 
to derive ftrong confolations from, his religious princi¬ 
ples. If we would know the particular Hate of hi? 
mind, wc muft confult his own declarations in the 
Plalms, which were penned under the influence of the 
Holy Ghoft at thofe very l?afons, to which wc all tide. 
There we lhall obferve the molt indubitable marks of 
eminent piety, a meek refignation to the difpenfations 
of Providence, a furc trull in the everlalling Cove- 
pant, an unequalled fervour of devotion., and, on fomc 

H 4 occaficns, 
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^occafions, fuch a degree of joy in the Lo*rd, as carried 
him above his fears and calamities. . May we fo ftudy 
his character, that we may be partakers of the farrifc 
fpirit! Alas! are we not utterly deftitute of tliel'e 
principles and affe&ions? Where fhall we difeover the 
like ardour ? Would not the moll diftant approach to 
it be cenfured, as the wildncfs of fanatics jukI enthu- 
fiafts? Men are alhamed of any real eai 
fervicc of God, and not afraid to avow 
and contempt of every thihg truly ferioi 
conilraincd to mourn for the open profaneni 
prevails among 11s; and not lefs fo, for the indifference, 
formality, and hypocrify of many, who profefs godli- 
nefs, who “ have a name that they live, and arc dead.” 

Do we confuler the behaviour of Daviil toward 
others? We (hall find him pofleffed of the ftri&ell 
integrity and the mod amiable tempers, cxercifing not 



only patience and forbearance, but fidelity and kind- 
ncls, in return for the bafeft perfidioufnefs and cruelty. 
We do not, indeed,* affert, that he betrayed no marks 
of imperfection; ’but we' maintain, that his conduct* 
in the general tenour of it, will afford an inftruCtive 
example to all. 

■YcuiV tx-i'on- He had retired, for his own fectirity, to 
C, "jo6i!’°'" the rocks and wildernefs of F.ngedi, whither 
he was foon purfued by the malice of the king*. In 
this fijuation, it pleafed Gtxl to give him an opportu¬ 
nity of proving, that he was very far from cherilhir.g 
any fentiments of rebellion or revenge. For lome ne- 
cclfaiy purpofe Saul betook himfelf, without an attend-. 


• 1 Sam. xxir. 1, 4 :c. 
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ant, to the fame cave, where David and his followers 

were concealed; and of confequence the life of the 

prince lay entirely at the mercy, of the man, whom he 

was feeking to murder. It was immediately urged 

upon David, that this was fuch a convenient occafion 

for deftroying his enemy, as he ought not to negleCt, 

being him by the providence of God, and in 

pcria|^^Hbf the promife. How eafily may we im- 

po^^^^^Rrfelves, interpret events as providential, 

andW that God is favouring our fehemes, when 

we arc contriving to gratify our own corrupt affections! 

—But David was not fo miffed. He could, in arj in- 

‘ftanr, have vindicated his wrongs, and refeued him- 

frlf from the hands of an* enraged perfecutor; but he 

chofe rather to refer the matter to the land, and to*. 

wait His time and way of deliverance. He knew, 

fronrthe divine declarations, that he ffiould one day 

fit upon the throne; but be would not take any indi- 

• • 

reel (tep to place himfelf'there. He rejected, then, 
with abhorrence, the propofal of aflaffinating the prince, 
whom the Lord had anointed, nor would lie fuffer 
others to commit violence upon him. 

Saul, therefore, was permitted to efcape without 
injury. David, indeed, had cut off the fkirt of his 
garment, as a proof that he had full power over him, 
and that he was not influenced by any vindictive tem¬ 
pers towards him: yet even for this trivial circum- 
llance he was afterward grieved, left it ffiould be con- 
ft rued into irreverence and difalfeCtion. But as the 
king was departing, David cried after him, and, with 
all the tokens of rcfpeCt, and with the ftrongeft de¬ 
clarations 
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clarations of fidelity and attachment to his fervlce, 
expoftulated with him on the unre^fonablcnefs, the 
cruelty, and finfillncfs. of his conduct, alluring him, 
that he never could be induced by any confiderations 
to lift up his hand againll him, and yet reminding him, 
that the Lord would Ihortly interpofe, and determine 

the conteft between them.-So 

fo Itriking an inftance of forbearance 
dilTi rmed the furious pcrfecutor of 
him down to tears, and conflraincd him 
fnpplicant to the very perfon, for whpfe 
beep thirlling. 

What allonifhing effidls are produced by meeknels 
cf fpirit! Yet how rarely i£ fuch ^n example to be 
*met with! It Ihould feem, from the call of modern 
rimes, that the forgivtnefs of injuries is a mean and def- 
picable thing. But how different is the judgment of 

God, who hath declared, “ The dilcretion of a man 

• • 

■ deferreth his anger, and it is his glory to pafs over a 
tranfgrcflion*!” The minillcrs of Chrill, therefore, in 
Cppcfition to the falhionable principles of honour, mull 
call" upon men “ to forbear one another, and to for¬ 
give one another,” to lay afide their violent animofi- 
tics, and, without confidering die infults diey have re¬ 
ceived, to unite in love and brodierly affedtion toge¬ 
ther.—It'may not be improper to juftify ourfelves, 
when mifreprelented and abufed; but even this Ihould 
be done,in a peaceable and modelt manner, as in the 
cafe before us. We lliould be willing to leave the 
vindication of all our wrongs to God, and quietly await 
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his determination. Ah! how contrary is this to the 
impatient, ambitious, and vindictive defires of our 
hearts! 

We have, alfo, caufe to lament,.that thofe„who are 
habitually meek and humble, are liable to. be hurried 
away by temporary dmotjons of pride and anger. Da¬ 
vid h^Uhern fidelity to Saul, but could not truft the“ 
mofy^^^Bjafiurances of that perfidious prince/ and 
the IHP rna * nta * nct ^. ^ ame prudent caution. 
H<; cPBued to wander, as a poor diftrefled exile, 
from one cave and wildemefs to another. In this 

fituation he was reduced to jthe want of ncceflaries; 

0 

and, being averfe to any fchemes of plunder for his 
fupport, he fent to a rich neighbour to intreat his 
kindnefs,• at a time of feftivity and mirth*. .David, 
indeed, feemed to have fome claim upon Nabal; for 
he had carefully protected his docks and pofi'eflions 
from the injurious affault? of others. But his applica¬ 
tion was rejected, and both he and his followers were 
treated with the utmoft contempt and reproach. Upon 
this occafion, David, who had been proof againft the 
infults and cruelties of Saul, being betrayed into an 
angry, and revengeful fpirit, both threatened and pre¬ 
pared to deftroy the churl and every male in his fa¬ 
mily. We pretend not to juftify fo rafh and barbarous 
a refolution; for we confefs it to be highly ’difgraceful 
to David’s character. But we maintain, that it was 
contrary t9 his general deportment; and, when by the 
prudence of Abigail his refentment was pacified, he 
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himfelf perceived and acknowledged the injuftice and 
finfulnefs of his fcheme, and praifed God, that He 
had mercifully prevented him from executing his wick¬ 
ed purpofe. 

Alas ! what continual need we have, to “ watch and 
pray, left w.e enter into temptation 1 ” Though we 


have been upheld in paft dangers, this wilUtaLno fe- 
curity to us in future. We may have bo^^H^pved 
by yery great provocations, and yet foon 
by a trifling affront, if wc be off our guard^HHu we 


not alfo, with David, admire and praife the over-ruling 
providence, anil reftrainipg grace of our God, who, 
though I le has fuftered us to proceed to the very point 
of committing fome heinous' iniquity, has interpofed, 
moft lealbnably, to hinder us from bringing guilt upon 
ourfelver., and milchief upon others? Let us intreat 
Hint, that lie would “ hedge up our way,” rather 
than leave us to dilhonour his cuufe, and rftin our own 
fouls. 

Nabal was fuddcnly removed by the righteous judg- 
ment of God, and Abigail became the wife of David, 
who, probably, in the late inftancc, had been ftruck 
with her fenfo, her prudence, and her piety. This 
holy man, like many of die ancient flints, gave into 
the prevailing cuftom of Polygamy. The praifticc, 
however, is not hereby juftified: it was permitted for 
a time; but its coniequences haye always been ex¬ 
tremely pernicious, and it is now exprelsly prohibited 
by the higheft authority*. 


• Mark x. xi. 
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On another occalion we behold him exercifing the 
fame lenity, and forbearance toward Saul, as he had 
done before. He was ftill hunted lay the treacherous 
prince, and ftill he rcfufed to adopt any other mcafurcs 
againft him, than his own defence rendered abfolutcly 
needful. With an aftoqiftiing courage, or rather a 
|>eculiarJ|teree of«faith, he ventured, in the dead of 

fp°t, wliere Saul and his army were 
cncadj^^HPbd, as they were ■ all in a deep fleep, he 
had faj^portunity 9f gratifying his revenge, if he had 
entertained any fuch defign*. But, though he was 
exhorted to it by his attendant, he abftained from vio¬ 
lence, not through political, but religious motives, 

. convinced that he could not “ ftretch forth his hand 
againlb the Lord’s anointed, and be guiltlefs.” He 
exprefied his confidence, that the Lord would in due 
time deliver him from his adverfary: in patient expec¬ 
tation of that event, »he was willing to remain a fufferer, 
and would not avenge himfeif. The fpear and the 
crufe of water were taken from the king’s head, and 
held up to him as a proof that his life had again been . 
ipared. In the tendereft and molt affc&ionate manner, 
David once more expoftulated with him on his inju¬ 
rious conduct, and warned him of the tfvuul conie- 
quences. This frefii inftance of generofiry had a fur- 
prifing effect upon Saul; and, from his ilrong pro- 
feffions, we fhould have thought that an immediate 
reconciJiation*would follow'. But David, through an 
evident diftruft of his declarations, departed from him. 


• i Spin. xxvL 4, 
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and referred the decilion < 5 f the conteft to the righteous 
Governor of heaven. 

Such patient perfeverance in dependence upon God 
reproves our vehemence of fpirit, our unwillingnefs to 
wait the difpofal of . Providence. What eagernefs do 
we difeover to extricate ourfelves from our trifling diffi¬ 
culties,-forgetting that “the Lortl rcigndg^l And 
do we not betray fad marks of a petulaiflH^Hfcable, 
vindi 6 tivc_difj)ofition toward thole, who^H^Mp? If 
fo, we poflefs little of the faith or meeknefs orWavid. 

Yet even this eminent faint lived not in the conftant 
exercife of his own principles. Wearied out with the 
length of his trials, or unmindful of the divine promile, 
and giving way to the fuggeftions of unbelief, he faid. 
in his heart, “ I Avail now perifh one day by tKe hand 
of Saul*.” Afraid, therefore, to remain any longer 
in the land of J udah, where he had been hitherto pro¬ 
tected, he confultcd his fafety without alking direction 
from the Lord, and fought a place of refuge even 
among the enemies of Ifrael, in the country of the 
Philiftines. This, doubflel's, vj^s a wrong ltep; and 
it is no wonder that he was hereby led into various 
difficulties and temptations. AW what a train of evils 
follows from unbelief! When we forget our paft ex¬ 
perience of the Lord's mercies, and His gracious afiii- 
rances, we lhall be overwhelmed with dclponding ap- 
prehenfions, and, probably, be induced to adopt fome 
dilhonourable expedient, in order to get rid of our 
troubles. How many; who a. litde while ago could 
triumph in the fecurity of the Covenant, are now dif- 


i Sam. x*.vii. 1, Ac 
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mayed with terrible fear, and lay, I fhall finally perilh! 
And are there not thole too, who, iu an anxious con- 

ft ® 

cern for their own preservation and that of their fami¬ 
lies, have formed very unfuitable connexions with irre¬ 
ligious charaXers? We fhall not, then, be furprifed to 
hear, that they are carried from one inconfiftency to 
anotheri^Alpthing can fo effectually eftablilh us in 
holy t^^^Hhgid praXices, and preferve us from per- 
plexit^flHPn unfiiaken dependence upon the pro- 
miles wp^win Chrift Jefus. 

.Achilh, the king of the Philiftincs, was difpofed to 
favour David, and, probably with the hopes of Sepa¬ 
rating him entirely from the interells of Ifracl, afforded 
both him and his followers a comfortable retreat. 
While he was in that fituation, he made incurfinns 
upon die Amalekites and their neighbours, whom the 
Lord hail commandeil to be deltroycd, and utterly de¬ 
flated their towns: but, tt» avoiil the difpkafure of 

« 

Achifli, and to -encourage the idea, that he was faith¬ 
fully attached to the Philillincs, lie was guilty of a mean 
equivocation; for he pretended to have .been fighting 
again.'!; his own countrymen. This was fuch an in- 
fiance of diflinuilation, as we may account for, in¬ 
deed, but attempt not to defend. Let us beware of 
ailbciaiing with thofe, who cannot aX in concert with 
us, as the lervants of God: for their friendftiip may 
be a fare to ys, cither deterring us from the dif- 
charge of our duty, or leading us to feme bale arri 
fice, that we. may conceal wh» they di/like. The 
patronage of wicked men is rarely preitrved with a 
good conference. 


David 
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David was brought into another difficulty by this 
connexion with the Philiftines. They were preparing 
for war againft Ilrael, and Achilh required him to join 
the expedition*. His perplexity on this occafion-inuft 
have been great. For how fhould he turn his arms 
againft his own nation ? and yet how ffiould he refufe 
to obey the injunction of a king, who had received and 
protected him ? 1 le appeared to acquiefce iftjft&fchemc, 
and, together with his forces, followed thexi^ffit.of the 
Philiftines. But it pleafed God, who alone cin woik. 
deliverance, to extricate him from his cmbariaffinent. 
Tlic lords of the Philiftines fufpeeted his integiity; 
and, in compliance with their requifition, Achifh, 
though molt leluCtantly, dil'mifled him from his fcrvice, 
and, with high commendations of his character, in- 
treated him to retire. The releafe was critical, and 
mult have gratified the willies of David. Yet, defirous 
of the prince’s favour, he leaned to lament, that he 
was injurioufly prevented from tcltifyir.g his fidelity. 
His profeffions, we own, carry with them the marks of 
duplicity, dnd are utterly inconfiitent with that opennels 
and fimplicity, which we have a light to expedt from 
a fervant of God. But the finiles of a Court are dan¬ 
gerous to virtue ; and thofe, who ncedlefsly attach 
themfelves to fuch as are enemies to the Ifrael of God, 
will not long perievere in an honourable conduCt: for 
they generally “ fall into temptation and a fnare.” 

The Lord had mercifully delivered David from die 
neceffity, to which Vte was reduced, cither of perfi- 
dioufty deferting the Philiftines, or of being accefiary 

• i Sam. xxvui. i, 2, xxix. i 9 &€• 
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to the deftruction of Ifrael. Yet a heavy calamity 
awaited him; and it appears to have been the divine 
purpofe to punifh and to humble him, for his unbelief 
and neglctt of God in fecking the protettion of aliens. 
His city, to which he was returning, was taken by the 
Amalekites, and utterly cenfumed with fire; his wives 
and family, and thofe of all his followers, were led into 
captivity, and all their pofleflions plundered*. This 
alone would have been extremely diftreflingj but the 
anguilh of his fpirit was increafcd by the rage of his 
own people againft him. They blamed him as the 
raufe of all their trouble, and formed the defign of 
killing him. In fo embarjafled a fituation, what liip-. 
j)ort or expedient v/as left him? Here we behold the 
power and the excellence of faith. “ I Ie encouraged 
himfclf in the Lord his God.” Though all men for- 
look him, he ftill doubted not, that the Lord would 
lland by him and lave him; and therefore, confiding 
in I lis faithfulnefs and firength, he expected a happy 
iil’ue. 

By our own unadvifed fchemes, originating from 
impatience and diftruft, we may involve ourfelves in 
a variety of difficulties; yet even then, though lhamc 
and humiliation become us, we need not, we foould 
not, call away our hope in God. He is ftiil ready to 
pardon, and fpare, and protect us; and therefore, 
looking to Ilis prom'ifcs, we may encourage ourfelves 
in I Tim. 

But, while we expert fupport from the Cord, we 
muft feek it in prayer, and in a diligent attention to 

A 
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the means, which He hath appointed. David, we fear, 
had neglected to do this, when he fled to the Philis¬ 
tines j but now his firft objett was, to confult the Lord 
by the high-prieft. Having obtained a favourable an- 
fwer, with amazing a&ivity and courage he purfued, 
overtook,- and conquered thy enemy; and foon reco¬ 
vered from them all their fpoil, and all their prifoners; 
for the plunderers had been reltrained from offering vi¬ 
olence to dieir perfons, by ap over-ruling infloence upon 
their minds. The victory, which jvas complete, he de¬ 
voutly aferibed to God. Nor did he manifeft his piety, 
alone upon that occaflon; his juflice to the weak, en¬ 
feebled foldicrs, whom he would not fuffer to be de¬ 
frauded, and his generofity to the friends, who had 
efpoufed his caule* were all'o confpicuous. 

Thus, we perceive, die companion of . God is ex¬ 
tended to thofc, who trull Him. I Ic gracioufly miti¬ 
gates and removes die troubles, tvliich their folly has 
incurred. O may we learn to afle cour.fel of Him, 
and then go fordi in obedience to his directions, and 
in reliance upon his promife. Nor let us forget,. in 
an attention to devotion, die duties we owe to one 
another. How many have claims upon us! It will 
be a difgrace to our religion, if, in the hour of prof- 
perity, we do not plead in behalf of the helplefs, or if 
we be unmindful of diofe, who have attached diem- 
felves to our intereft. 

Yr.ip before We are ^ov/ arrived at one of the molt 
chr.it, 105^ j mportant Eras of David’s life. About the 

time, when he was involved in his late complicated 
diftrefles, the decifive blow was ftruck by the Phiiif- 

tines, 
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tines, and Saul, the king of Ifrael, was (lain in die 
battle*. This was an event, at whifh, we might have 
fuppofed, he would have rejoiced exceedingly fince 
hereby his furious perfecutor was removed, and his 
way to the throne was cleared. But, far from a re¬ 
vengeful or ambitious fpkit, he fought not die ruin of 
his enemy, nor took one ftep to procure his own ad¬ 
vancement. Nay, when the tidings were brought 
him, “ he rent his clothes, he mourned, he wept, he 
failed,” and even avenged the death of Saul upon the 
Amakkite, who boafted of having murdered the Lord’s 
anointed. 

This laft attion of David is ccnfured, as an in- 
ftance of cruelty and injullice. But what would have 
been faid, had the man been. rewarded and preferred ? 
It ought not to be forgotten, that he was one of that 
accurfed nation, which the Lord had devoted to dc- 
ftrudlion, and that/ according to his own confeflion, 
he had deferved to die, by taking away the life of the 
prince ■}■. 

The whole deportment of David manifefts the ut- 
moft reverence for Saul, and ftrongeft attachment to 
him. He feemed defirous that his memory Ihould be 
handed down to pofterity widi refpeft, lamenting his 
lofs in a moft beautiful elegy, which celebrated the ta- 

• 2 Sam. i. I, &c. 

t As Saul is faid to have fallen upon his own fword, it is proba¬ 
ble, that the Amalekite’s account was falfe, and that he had in¬ 
vented the ftory with the expeflation of a recompence. David, 
however, not knowing the circumflanccs, did right in treating the 
man fuiubly to his own confeffion. 
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lents and achievements of the deceafed monarch, and 
caft a vail over his criminal and injurious conduct. His 
diftrefs, doubtlefs, was increafed by the death of his 
moil amiable and beloved friend Jonathan, who alio 
periihed in the fame battle, and for whom he mourned 
with expreffions of pungent grief. But to an ambitious 
mind this would have been a joyful circumftance, be- 
caufe Jonathan might have proved a formidable rival, 
being next in fucceflion to • the throne, and a peculiar 
favourite with the people. 

Is not fuch difintereftednefs uncommon ? Do wc 
often obferve men to weep, with undiffembled forrow, 
at the removal of thofe, who obftruft their views of 
preferment in the world ?—Or, is there any thing in 
David’s behaviour to countenance an oppofition to juft 
government ? His carriage, throughout, was far from 
that of a feditious, proud, and afpiring perfon: and 
we are conftraincd to own, that his exaltation was of 
God. 

The regal office was now vacant: and who lhall 
undertake it, or dilpofe of it ? The divine commiffion 
had been iffued, fome time before, appointing David 
to itj and this had been generally undnftood. Mul¬ 
titudes, therefore, of the Ifraelites, upon the death of 
Saul, flocked to him at Ziklag, with an expectation, 
probably, of his coming to the immediate poffeflion of 
the kingdom. Nor had he forgotten the promife: 
but, as he looked to receive the power from the hands 
of the Lord, fo he determined to do nothing without 
His direction. According to the inftituted means, he 
enquired of God, whether he fhould remove into the 

land 
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land of Judah: and, by exprefs revelation, he returned 
to his native country, and fixed his refidence at He¬ 
bron*. There he began his reign* though for fome 
years his authority was not complete. The men of 
Judah acknowledged his right to the crown, and with 
the ufual folemnities publicly proclaimed him their 
king. 

Here, then, his trials might feem to be ended; for 
he had before him the flattering profpeft of dominion, 
wealth; and dignity. In the patient expectation of this 
event, he had endured extreme fufterings; and at 
length he was not difappointed of his hope. “ He that 
believeth lhall not make hafte.” Whence arifes our 
precipitation, or our diftrefs, when the purpofes of 
God are delayed ? Do we not ftagger in our minds 
through unbelief? Therefore every trifling difficulty 
hides the promife from our eyes, and excites many 
tumultuous fears within us. But the prefent hiftory 
will teach us, that tc there is no wifdom, nor under- 
ftanding, nor counlel againft the Lordf.” Saul had 
long laboured to prevent the accefiion of the fon of 
J efle to the throne. But all his fchemes ended in con- 
fiifion: and fo indeed muft end all oppofition to the 
caufe of God. If He be for uv, it mattere little, who, 
or what, can be againft us. The poor perfecuted 
faint ftruggled for many years with a violent enemy; 
but he was preferved from all ailaults by an invifible. 
Almighty hand, and at laft crowned with glory. 
Surely the dealings of God with his Church of old 
IhouJd encourage our hope and confidence, amidft dif- 

* a Sam. ii. i. Sc c. f frov.xxi. 30. 
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Acuities which appear infurmountable. What, though 
our conflict be lharp, and “ we have no might againft 
tliis great, company, that cometh againft us,” let us fly 
to the God of Jacob for our refuge; let us truft, and 
not be afraid; and loon lhall our ftrongeft adverfaries 
be fulxlued under our feet, and we lhall be put in 
poflclTion of a kingdom, infinitely better than that of 
David, “ a kingdom that cahnot be moved.” 

Wliat were David’s fentiments upon his advance¬ 
ment, his pfalms will teftify.; for <n diem he breathed 
out the devout affections of his foul, and called on all 
the people to join with him in admiring and praifing 
that aftonifhing difpenfation, which had brought him 
to the tiirone. Ah! how different from that proud, 
imperious Ipirit, that profane contempt of God, which 
generally accompanies men, who rife to a ftatc of 
greatnefs! Such meeknefs, and fuch piety, as we ob- 
ferve in “ the fweet finger of Ifrael,” are rare endow¬ 
ments every where, more efpeciaHy fo amidft the en- 
fnaring feenes of grandeur. 

But we turn our eyes to One of higher excellence 
and dignity, than die king of Judah: we behold Jefus, 
the Son of David, made like to his progenitor and 
type. He alfo palled through much tribulation, con¬ 
tinued for many years in the deepeft abafement, “ being 
defpifed and rejected,” and endured a conflict of all 
others the mod violent. But in vain were die powers 
of earth and Hell united againft Him: the decree was 
gone forth, and nothing could reverie it. The Lord 
God had faid, that He would ** give unto him die 
throne of his father David,” and that “ of his Kingdom 

there 
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there fhould be no end*.” To that throne He is now 
exalted, and all nations are required to yield an unre- 
ferved fubmilfion to Him. Who are they, then, that 
allow his claim, and “ take his yoke upon them ?” 
Alas ! we dwell among fuch as are his avowed oppo¬ 
nents. Do not the lives and tempers of thoufands de¬ 
clare, whatever their tongues may profefs, that they 
are difaffedted to His government, and are not to be 
ranked with his fubjedts ? But let them fear the effedls 
of his wrath; for He will maintain his right. O bow 
to the fceptre of his* grace, and cheerfully receive him 
in his regal character! And let thofe, who acknow¬ 
ledge him for their Sovereign, not be alhamed or 
wearied of his fervice, but boldly teftify to others the 
bleflcdnefs they have enjoyed under Him. “ Let the 
children of Zion be joyful in their King.” 

• Luke i. 32, 33. 
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SECT. 3. 

David rtcompenjtd the men, who buried Saul—oppojed by 
IJhbojbetb—difirejfed by the murder of Abner—punifhed 
the murderers of IJbboJhetb—declared king of all JJrael 
—bis great profperity—prepared to conduct the ark to 
. Jerufalem—difpleafed at Uzzab’s * death—brought the 
ark with great joy—bis attention to the public worfhtp 
and to family religion—*defpifed by bis wife Micbal — 
forbidden to build the temple—yet comforted by the divine 
promifes. 

We have followed David through a long feries of 
trials, which, though moft affli&ive, contributed to his 
advantage, and prepared him -for fucceeding greatnefs 
and extenfive ufefulnefs. We have feen the divine 
promifes to him fulfilled, the formidable oppofition 
againft him vanquifhed, and the poor perfecuted youth 
who was taken from the fheep-folds, immediately after 
tire death of Saul feated on the throne of Judah. His 
difficulties, indeed, were not all ended: but a feene of 
‘ another kind now opens upon us. We fhall now be¬ 
hold the man, who was obliged to hide himfclf «* in 
dens and caves of the earth,” advanced to the moft 
elevated dignity. Nor will his example, in thefe very 
different circumftances, fail to convey to us many pro¬ 
fitable leffqns of inftruttion. 

He 
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y«n before **e W* reign with an action, which 
chrin, 105j. mu ft have tended to conciliate the afte&ions 

of the people, and lhewed, that he was not actuated 
by ambition, envy, or revenge. He recompenfed the 
inhabitants of Jabefh-Gilead for their loyal regard to 
their deceafed monarch in burying his remains, which 
they had refeued from the infults of die Philiftines *. 
But the moil difinterefted conduit will not always 

4 

prevent prejudice and oppofition. Abner, who had 
been a principal officer in Saul’s army, and now pro¬ 
bably afpired after power, fet up Ilhboffieth, the fon 
of Saul, and prevailed upon the tribes of Ifrael to 
receive him for their king, and to rejell the man, 
whom the Lord had declared to be the objelt of his 
choice. This betrayed an ungrateful, perverfe, and 
rebellious fpirit in them; but it proved a blcfling to 
David. For by this refiftance further evidence was 
given of the Lord's faithfujnefs and love to him; and 
his own wifdom, piety, meeknefs, and patience were 
alfo manifefted and increafed. 

At firft, it Ihould feem, David ailed Qnly upon the 
defenfive; but, after two years, the turbulence and 
pride of Abner and his party ftirred up a civil war, 
which, though attended with much bloodfhed, ifiued in 
the advancement of David- to the complete pofleflion 
of the regal power. “ There was long war between 
the houfe of Saul and the houfe of David: but David 
waxed ftronger and flronger, and the houfe of Saul 

waxed weaker and weaker f.”-The purpofes of 

God, however oppofed, cannot be defeated. The 

• 2 Sam. ii. 5, &c. + ui. 1, &c. 
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kingdom of Jcfus mu ft fpread from one degree of en¬ 
largement to another, till it fubdue and incorporate all 
nations of the earth. The adverfaries of the Lord 
will be found liars, and all their machinations turn to 
their own confufion. Believers, fear not to truft your 
concerns in die hand of your gracious God. He fuf- 
fers you to ftruggle for a while* with powerful and ma¬ 
licious foes; but, depending on the promife, you (hall 
renew your ftrength, and gain continual advantages, 
till your enemies be perfectly and for ever vanquilhed 
and deftroyed. 

The leaders of die faction began to quarrel among 
themfclves; and Abner, offended by the reproaches of 
Iffibofliedi, undertook, through a fpirit of proud re¬ 
venge, to alienate his fubjeCts from him, and attach 
them to David’s intereft. The propofal was made to 
David, and a treaty entered into. As a preliminary 
article, the king infilled upon die reftoration of his 
wife Michal, who, by the violence of her father Saul, 
had been torn from him and given to another. The 
fcheme feemed ripe for execution, when it was fruftrated 
by a cataftrophe, moft painful to David. His princi¬ 
pal officers, Joab and his brother Abilhai, who were 
men of an infolent and vindictive difpofition, had ob¬ 
tained fuch an influence ovet him, that he knew not 
how to reftrain them. In a treacherous manner they 
contrived to aflaflinate the very perfon, who was ufing 
his intereft to deliver up the whole government to their 
matter. This deteftable perfidy deferved the moft ri¬ 
gorous puniffiment. Perhaps David was blamable for 
not putting the murderers to death. But in fuch an 

ynfetded 
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unfolded ftate, he felt his own weaknefs, and dreaded 
the confequences of feverity: for the prelent, therefore, 
the offenders efcaped with impunity. If we prefume 
to cenfure his lenity, we muft allow at lead, that thofe 
who poffefs die higheft authority, cannot do all they 
would. We fhould compalfionate, rather than envy 
dieir fituation. Tlieir hands are often tied by fomc or 
other of their fubjetts, and they are obliged to adopt 
the complaint of David, “ I am this day weak, and 
thefe men be too hard forme.” 

Yet his condudl on this occafion difeovered an in¬ 
tegrity and a tendernefs of mind, which endeared him 
to his people. He was ftruck with horror at the ini¬ 
quity of the tranfa<ftion K and, while he folcmnly pro- 
refted his innocence, he deprecated the divine vengeance 
from himfelf and his kingdom, and foretold die heavy 
judgments which would furely fall on the head of the 
guilty. To teftify his refpedt for.the deceafed, he com¬ 
manded his burial to be attended by Joab, the principal 

alfaflin, and his numerous retinue. He himfelf alfo 

% 

followed the bier with loud lamentations, and in the 
whole of his deportment fhewed the molt unfeigned 

forrow.-And are we all, in our feveral ltations, 

grieved for the wickednefs, which we are compelled to 
witnefs, and which we cannot prevent or remedy ? Do 
“ our fouls weep in fecret places for die pride” and the 
many abominations, which prevail around us ? Ah I 
whence this indifference about the actions of others, but 
from a total difregard of the honour of God and the 
falvation of our fellow creatures ? 


Very 
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Very foon afterward the defined event took place, 
but in a way, which David neither contrived nor ap¬ 
proved. Ilhbofherh, the competitor for the govern¬ 
ment, was murdered by two of his own fervants, who 
carried his head to David, and expcfted from him a 
reward for their yillany *. But he fought not power by 
liich bafe treachery as this: and therefore, though the 
oppofltion againft him was hereby defeated, he was 
fhocked with the horrible wickednefs they had com¬ 
mitted, and, as a righteous judge, he inftandy com¬ 
manded them to be put to death. He looked for his 
advancement from the Lord, and would not adopt or 
countenance any iniquitous meafure, to haften the 
divine purpofe. 

Wc admire the gencrofity and difintercftednefs of 
this condudt. How far removed from an ambitious or 
malevolent fpirit! Are we like minded ? Are not 
we forward to avenge ourfelvrs, and unwilling to await 
the flow deciflons of Providence? Or, though we 
lhould fear to perpetrate an ignominious action in our 
own perfons, lhould not we rejoice to gain an advan¬ 
tage by the deceit or cruelty of others ? How rare 
is it to weep for the unjuft oppreffion of an enemy ! 
Yean before The men of Jfrael had now loft their 
chnft, 1048. perceived, probably, their own 

folly in oppofing a prince of God’s appointment. 
They had, likewife, fully proved the wifdom, courage, 
and integrity of David; and therefore, without any 
violence, or threatening, or felicitation on his part, they 
voluntarily intreated him to take upon him the whole 

* * Sam, iv. 1, fcc. 
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government, from the confide ration of their near re¬ 
lation to bim, and the Lord’s expjefs defignation of* 
him to that office*. Their elders were deputed to 
fettle the bufinefs} and with them David entered into 
a folemn league, to adminifter juftice throughout the 
land. He was then declared to be their king; and 
not only their numerous armies came to acknowledge 
their fubjedtion to him, but all the nation testified 
their joy upon his acceflion to the throne j\ Thus, 
after an interval of *feven years and a half from the 
death of Saul, and more than fifteen from his firft 
confecration by the hand of Samuel, at the age of thirty 
he found himfelf in the full and undifputed poflelfion of 
the fovereignty. The fituation, doubtlefs, was the 
more agreeable, becaufe he was raifcd to it by the 
immediate direction of God, according to His repeated 
promifes, and called to it > by the unanimous voice of 
the people, who eagerly defired him to be their ruler. 
- — In no inftance will the Lord finally difappoint 
thofe expectations, which are grounded on His word. 
They may be delayed awhile, in order to ftrengthen 
and to manircft our faith and patience. But, if we 
are willing to wait, we fhall in due time obtain the 
blefiing; and it will be doubly fweet and precious, if 
we can fee the hand of God bellowing it, and we our- 
felves have refolutely refufcd to purfue any undue inea- 
fures to procure it. 

The fame power, which placed David in this ex¬ 
alted ftation, fupported him in it. Under an Al¬ 
mighty protection, he enlarged his dominions, and 

• 2 Sam. v. i 9 &c. f i Chroa. xii. 23, See. 
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David had been actuated by a very pious principle, 
but, probably, had undertaken this buftnefs with a 
degree of rafhnefs and pride. When, therefore, he 
met with fo fevere a rebuke, he was confounded, and, 
conlidering himfelf as ill treated^was ready to quarrel 
with God for the tremendous •difpenfarion. Not yet 
fenfible of his own fault, he felt the rifing of an angry, 
rebellious fpirit againft his Judge, and, as if he were 
afraid to, have any further concerns with the ark, he left 
his fchcme unfinifhed, and the whole company was dif- 
perfed. Alas! how prone are wc to fly from one evil 
temper to another! How liable, either to be lifted up 
with preemption, or to be c^ft down in a fulien dc- 
Ipondency! 

After three months David appeared to be convinced 
of his crime, and determined to refume the plan, he had 
deferred. With great pomp, therefore, as before, but 
with a more humble and devout difpofition, and guard¬ 
ing againft his former errors, he went to convey the ark 
to Jerufalem from the houfe of Obededom, with whom 
it had remained during the interval, and whom the 
Lord had bleffed for his pious attention to it *. The 
proceffion began with holy worfhip, accompanied with 
iacrifice, and the king himfelf was not afhamed to take 
a leading part in the folemnity. % At the head of his 
people, and as a minifter of religion, he conducted the 
facred ceremonies, and, by hb extraordinary a&ivity, 
tefltified the fervour of his zeal, and love, and joy. At 
length his defire was accomplilhed} and, when the ark 
of God was fixed in its place, he offered up various 

• Seo l Chron. xr, sad xvu 
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oblations to Heaven with humility and gratitude. As 
a prophet, no left than a prince, he made intcrceffion 
for his fubjeCts, and pronounced hi* benediction upon 
them. 

He had compofed for the occaTion Plalms of praile 
and thankfgiving to the God of Ifrael, which he de¬ 
livered to the perfons appointed to officiate in that fer- 
vicej and all the multitude joined in finging thofe holy 
fongs with loud acclamations. There appeared tb be 
but one heart and one voice throughout the numerous 
aflembly, while they paid their adorations to God, in 
the moft animated forms of devotion. The whole 
company were alfo liberally entertained and fcafted at 
their Sovereign’s expenco* before they departed to their 
relpeClivc habitations. And furely, they mult have 
departed with the livelieft impreffions in favour of re¬ 
ligion, after they had beheld in their monarch fo emi¬ 
nent a pattern of real and fervent piety towards God; 
of piety too, which would feem the more amiable, as 
being adorned with ads of condefcenfion and munifi¬ 
cence towards men. 

Nor was David fatisfied with directing and afljfting 
the folemnities of that remarkable feafon j but he then 
took the opportunity of regulating the divine fcrvice 
for the future, and made provifioir for the ftated cele¬ 
bration of the ordinances, both at Jerufalem, and at 
Gibeon, where the ancient tabernacle (till remained. 
The conftancy, fcrioufneft, and delight, with which he 
attended at the place of public worfhip, and the very 
ardent affeCtions with which he was wpnt to pour out 
his foul before God, in the prefence of his people, fuffi- 
cicntly appear from the book of pfalms, and fumifh 
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greater than his were. He faw the day of Chrift, but 
he faw it at a diftance. To us the Saviour, the pro-, 
mifed Seed of Abraham, has appeared ; and we arc. 
called to partake of all the bleffings, which He he-, 
ftows. But, if we be joined to Chrift, we muft re¬ 
nounce the world, with all its pomps and vanities, and, 
like Abraham, we muft be as «« ftrangers upon earth.” 
Ah! how few anfwer to this defeription! The gene¬ 
rality of mankind determine to enjoy as much of fenfual 
pleafures as lies within their reach, and grieve they can 
have no more. —But let thofe, who are feeking a bet¬ 
ter country, hold on their way, rejoicing in the confi¬ 
dence, that the God of Abraham is their God; “ He 
will be their guide unto deash, and their portion foe 
ever.” 


I. or. 
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tomes every individual, by his example and influence, 
to recommend a ferious and devout regard to the means 
of grace. How muth might be efibfted by zealous 
exertions for this purpofe, even among thofe, who arc 
not diftinguilhed by rank I But it is a concern, which 
would not difgrace the moft exalted monarch: and 
more extenfive good, doiibdefs, might be accompliflied 
by perfons in audiority. May it pleafe God to pour 
out His Spirit upon kings and rulers; fo lhall we 
hope to fee a revival of His work among their fub- 
je&s! 

“ David returned to blefs his houfe,” to perform 
the offices of domeftic religion, to inftruft his family, 
and to prefent, both wirh them and for them, the fo- 
lemn facrifice of prayer and praife. Thofe, who are 
engaged in public ferviccs, fhould alfo “ learn to 
ffiew piety at home.” One duty does not fuperfede 
another: and real godlinds confifts very much in giv¬ 
ing to different duties their proper place and propor¬ 
tion. The members of our houfehold have a peculiar 
claim upon us; nor can we poffefs any true regard 
for our own fouls, unlefs w.e labour to promote the 
fpiritual welfare of thofe, who are our immediate 
charge". We lhall be unfaithful, both to God and 
man, whatever be our rank in life, if we do not re- 
folve with Jolhua, “ As for me and my houfe, we will 
ferve the Lord.” 

But the molt upright and amiable cdfiduft is liable 
to mifconftru&iotts and injurious cenfures. Nay, we 
are warned, from the examples of ancient faints, to 
expeft oppofmon and contempt, as far as we difeover 

K 2 any 
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any real fervour in the fervice of God. Nor . fhoulc! 
we wonder, if on fuch an occafion fC a man’s foes be 
they of his own houfehold.” King David was defpifecl 
and infulted by his wife Michal, who had witnefled his 
pious ardour in dancing before the ark; and his be¬ 
haviour was baicly mil'reprefented, as if it were dis¬ 
graceful to his charader. Though thefe reproaches 
could not but be very painful, as coming from fuch a 
quarter, he gloried in diem as molt honourable, and 
determined to be more zealdus in the caufe of God, to 
whatever infults it might expofe him: “ I will yet,” 

laid he, “ be more vile than thus.”-How forcibly 

does this admonith us, not to be afhamed or difeou- 
ragetl, when our bell ad ions are calumniated, and the 
worfl: motives imputed to us, even by our dearelt 
friends! In fuch circumllanccs it may afford us fomc 
fupport, to refled, that we are treading in the Heps of 
the moll excellent of the earth, and are fuffering no 
other Handers, dvon what they cheerfully fubmitted to. 
In the llrength of God, then, let us alio liiy, “ I will 
be more vile than thus.” 

Ymi!, before We have obferved, that David, though 
ciir.ii, io 4 *. e i evate j t0 highell dignity, did not 

forget his God. It was his firlt concern, to tellify his 
regard for the ark of the Covenant, and to inllitute 
the ordinances of public worlhip near to Ills own pa¬ 
lace. Still he was diffatisfied, that, while he enjoyed 
fo much fplendour in his own habitation, there was an 
external meannefs about the divine fervice, as nothing 
better than a tent had yet been provided for the re¬ 
ception 



DAVID. 


ception of the ark *. For the honour of the God of 
Ifrael, therefore, he formed the d^fign of erecting a 
magnificent temple, in which all their religious rites 
might be comniodioufly adminiftered. The intention 
was excellent and acceptable; yet it pleafed God to for¬ 
bid, for the prcfent, the further profecution of the 
fcheme. Nathan, the.prophet, who had firft approved 
and encouraged the work, was fent with an exprefs 
meffage from the Lord, requiring the king to defift 
from it. David was reminded, that the Lord had al¬ 
ready diftinguifhed him in a peculiar manner, by raif- 
ing him to fo high a degree of power and reputation in' 
the world. He was a filled, that his propolal was not 
rejected in difplealure, that other fcrvices of a differ¬ 
ent kind and of great importance were appointed for 
him, and that a fon fhould be given him, who fhould. 
fucceed to the kingdom in all its glory, and fully ex¬ 
ecute the plan of building a temple. The moll gra¬ 
cious promifes were added, to encourage his expecta¬ 
tion of the perpetual continuance of the crown in Jits 
family, and to direCt his attention and his faith to that 
exalted Perfonagc, who fhould a rife from his feed, 
with whom the everlafting Covenant is eftablifhed, and 
<f of whofe kingdom there (hall be no end.” 

This declaration of the divine will had its proper 
effedt upon David. He murmured not, that his pious' 
intention was defeated, but, under the ftrpngeft im-' 
prefiions of gratitude, love, and joy, he poured out 
his foul before God in admiration, praifo, and prayer. 

• 2 Sam. vii. j, &c. i Chron. xvii. i. Sec. See alfo Pfal. 
cxxxii. a,— 
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Overwhelmed with a lenfe of what the Ix>rd had done* 
and ftill engaged to do, for him, he cried out, “ Who 
am I, O Lord God ? and what is my houfe, that thou 
haft brought me hitherto ?” The promife of the blef- 
fings defigned for him, and for the Church through his 
pofterity, appeared too great and excellent to be credit¬ 
ed ; but, fixing his regard upon the divine word, he 
could expeft them, and ajk for them. Encouraged and. 
emboldened by thefe gracious aflurances, he intreated 
God to fulfil his own purpofes of mercy, and to glorify 
Himfelf by the eftabUfhment of his kingdom through¬ 
out all generations. 

What 
of lively 

humility! Where are thofc, in high ftations, who are 
as anxious to provide for the adminiftration of the di¬ 
vine fervice, as for their own private accommodations ? 
Alas! do not they, who “ dwell in lioufes of cedar,’* 
defpife God’s ordinances, and countenance this con¬ 
tempt in others? Few perfons, of any rank, care about 
the ark, but almoft all are eager to increafe their own 
fylendour and importance. 

Have you been defeated in any pious def.gns, which 
you had formed? Are you not, then, difpleafed, or 
envious of others, who are called to aft for the benefit 
of the Church, in preference t< you ? Yet of this you 
may be allured, every good principle and intention, 
you have had, lhall meet the approbation of your 
Judge. He will fay to you, as He did to David, 
“ Thpu didft well, that it was in thine heart*,” But 

• i Kings, viii. 18. 
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it is poflible, that, though truly devoted to God, you 
may miftake the line of duty and of ufefulnefs, and at¬ 
tempt that, for which you are unfit, and in which 
you are not meant to be employed. Do not over¬ 
look, or defpife the poft afligned you. Be thankful, 
that in any way you cap promote the interefts of reli¬ 
gion. Review the fteps, by which you have been 
led i and, when you confider your own unworthinefs, 
and the high favours beftpwcd upon you, will you not 
be conftrained to cry out, in a tranfport of devout ad¬ 
miration and gratitude, “ Who am I, O Lord God ? 
and what is my houfe, that thou haft brought me hi¬ 
therto ? 

Have you not alfo, m the Gofpel of Chrift, “ ex • 
ceeding great and precious promifes,” by which your 
God in Covenant has bound himfelf to blefs you, even 
to the end ? Thefe will enliven your hopes, and em¬ 
bolden your requefts. • O praife the Lord, who has 
dealt fo bountifully with you! For “ He hath brought 
you to great honour, and comforted you on every 
fide.” What thanks, and love, and obedience are 
due to Him! What mercies may you not look for at 
His hands! Go, and prefent your petitions to Him, 
on the ground of his own declarations. Put Him in 
remembrance of what He has faid; and, though 
otherwife you fhould not have prefumed to afk for 
any favour, plead His folemn engagements, as David, 
“ O think upon thy fervant, as concerning thy word, 
wherein thou haft caufed me to put my truft!” 
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David Jubdued various enemies—dedicated the jpoils to 
God—adniinijiercd jujlice—-Jhewed favour to Mephi- 
bcjhetb—went to war with the . Ammonites—finned 
with Batbjheba—contrived Uriah’s death—reproved by 
Nathan — repented—his behaviour on the child's fick- 
nejs and death—reflexions on his 

Fervour of devotion has fometimcs been confider- 
cd as inconfiftent with the adtive duties of a General 
or a Governor. But wc fee them united in the very 
eminent charadter we are now contemplating. David 
was ardent in his addrefles to God; on fome occafions 
he condudtcd the religious fervices of the people, as a 
prophet and a preacher of righteoufnefs j and he 
longed for the opportunities of public worlhip, as his 
higheft privilege and delight. But he was not thereby 
unfitted for the vigorous exertions, required in a 
Statefman and a Soldier. He could prefide in the 
Council, diredt the movements of a numerous army, 
and with an undaunted courage march forth to the 
field of battle. In thefe feveral employments, alfo, he 
difplayed very great abilities: yet not to his qualifica¬ 
tions, but to the divine blefling, we are taught to 

aferibe his remarkable fucceffes in war. 
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Y«an before He' turned his arms againft the Philif- 

1040. tines, the Moabites, the Syrians, the Edom¬ 
ites, the Ammonites, and the Amalekites, and ob¬ 
tained the moll decifive vidtories over them *. 
Throughout fome of thofe powerful nations he fpread 
utter defolation j and others were made tributary to 
him. Such extenfive conquefts brought immenfe 
riches into his treafury, and rendered his name illus¬ 
trious far and wide. “ The? Lord preferved him, whi- 
therfoever he went.”* He was the Lord’s fervant, 
adling under his exprefs commiflion: and this confi- 
deration may juftify his treatment of fome whom he 
had fubdued, which has, .to us, the appearance of 
wanton cruelty or revenge. He fought the Lord’s bat¬ 
tles, and executed His righteous vengeance on thofe 
guilty ftates, which had been long before devoted to 
deftruftion. The ftroke of juftice may be delayed; 
but at laft it will fall upon the head of the rebellious: 
and the Almighty Governor, furely, has a right to 
appoint, in what manner they fhall be punilhed. 

The power and goodnefs of God, exerted on the 
behalf of David, were confpicuous; but we alfo per¬ 
ceive and admire His faithfulncfs toward the Ifraelites. 
The promife was made to Abraham, “ Unto thy feed 
have I given this land, from the river of Egypt, unto 
the great river, the river Euphrates f.” This had 
been, only in part, fulfilled under the command of 
Jofhua. Some of the ancient inhabitants retained a 
confiderable extent of dominion, till the time of Da- 

9 2 Sam. viii. r, &c. 1 Chron. xviii. 1, £c. f Gen. xv. 18. 
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vidi for they were fpared, among other reafons, that 
they might be a teft and a fcourge to Ifrael, as “ pricks 
in their eyes, and thorns in their fides But at laft 
the Lord granted his people the entire pofieflion of the 
country, according to his word; and not one of their 
enemies was able to ftand before them.—Thus alfo He 
now deals with his fpiritual Ifrael They are the 
objects of His care and love; and He has engaged to 
beftow upon them an inheritance of unfpeakable blifs 
and glory. But his purpofe of mercy is delayed for a 
feafon. They are delivered from a flate of captivity, 
and His arm is continually ftretched out for their de¬ 
fence. But He fuffers them, for the prefent, to be 
tried by their own corrupt affe&ions, which, like the 
idolatrous inhabitants of Canaan, are not wholly extir¬ 
pated. Their king, however, the true David, who 
undertakes to be their Leader, will ihortly put an end 
to the conflict, by deflroying their adverfaries for ever; 
and in Him the promifes of God will be fulfilled, to 
the everlafting joy and exaltation of his Church. 

David was not aftuated by mercenary or ambitious 
views, in the enlargement of his dominions; for all the 
riches he acquired, and the immenfe fpoils which ac¬ 
crued to him, u he dedicated to the Lord,” devoting 
them entirely to the fervice of the temple, which yet 
he was forbidden to build. An increafe of power and 
wealth, too often purchafed at the expence of juftice 
and humanity, is generally the means of cherifhing 
pride and fenfuality, and thus proves a curfe to the 
community, as well as to the pofieflors themfelves. 

But, 


* Num. xxxiii. 55. 
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But, when obtained in a confidence with the will of 
God, and improved for the advancement of His caufe 
in the world, it adds a luftre to the owners, and is a 
public blefling. Learn, then, to “ honour the Lord 
with thy fubftance, and with the firft fruits of all thine 
increafe* ” 

The king of Ifrael was not inattentive alfo to die 
righteous adminiftration of government among his 
fubje&s. “ He executed judgment and juftice unto all 
his people.”——W e are thankful, not only for the 
advantages we enjoy under our civil conftitution, but 
for the excellence of that fpiritual kingdom, of which 
David’s was a type. 

We admire the meeknefs and benevolence .of David 
in the midft of his profpcrity. So far from entertain¬ 
ing any fentiments of revenge againft the defcendants 
of Saul, for the injurious treatment he had received 
from him, he was •anxiohs to difcover fome remnant 
of that family, to whom he might fhew a peculiar fa¬ 
vour f. He could not forget the friendihip of Jona¬ 
than, and the covenant by which they had been bound 
to each other; and therefore he wifhed to teftify his 
gratitude and fidelity. After much enquiry, he found 
out Mephibofheth, a fbn of that amiable prince, brought 
him from his concealment, generoufly bellowed on him 
the whole paternal eftate, which had been forfeited, 
and conftantly admitted him to a place at the royal 
table. We forbear to comment on this difinterefted 
conduct: but we learn our own obligations to fearch 
out thofe diftrefied objects, who, on principles of juf- 

* Prov.iil.g. f a Sam. ix. i, 

tice 



SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 


I 4 0 

rice as well as companion, have a claim to our kind- 
nefs. What mea/is the felfifh man, who confults no 
one’s comfort, but his own; who is unmindful of part: 
favours, or needs to be folicited on behalf of the 
children of a deceafed benefactor ? He is incapable of 
the fine feelings of friendfhips nor is it likely, that he 
will be influenced, even by the folemnity of an oath. 
Yean before In purfuino; the hiftory of David, we find 

Clniiti about * , fa . f, . . 

*oj7- him mvolved in a war with the Ammonites, 
through their infolent and injurious treatment of his 
ambafladors *. They had grofsly infulted him in die 
perfons of his reprefentatives, and afterward, appre¬ 
hending his difpleafure, collected numerous forces, and 
commenced hoftilitics againft him. Joab, who was 
firft fent out againft them, with a powerful body, 
proved victorious; and then the king himfelf at the 
head of all his troops took the field, and utterly fub- 
dued the Syrians, who were the allies of the enemy. 

So far die character of David has appeared in an 
honourable light; and here we might wifh to clofe the 
account. The fequel prefents us with a very melan¬ 
choly ftory, which tarnilhes the luftre of his reputa¬ 
tion, and may well excite in us many fears for our- 
felves. We dare not conceal what God has been pleafed 
to declare; and we are perfuaded, that fome moft in- 
ftruCtive lefions are to be learned from this mournful 
tranfaCtion. But we confefs that we proceed to the 
relation with much backwardnefs, and with a fad ap- 
prehenfion, that there are thofe, who will hereby en¬ 
courage and harden diemfelves in fin to their everlaft- 


* 2 Sam. x. 1, &c. 1 Chron, xix. 1, &c, 
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ing perdition. The infidel and the fenfualift indulge a 
profane triumph upon this occafion: but their feoffs be 
to themfelves! We charge them ft> keep at a dis¬ 
tance j and, while we approach to view the grievous 
fall of the man of God, we tremble, “ confidering 
ourfelves, left we allb be tempted,” and we are con- 
ftrained to pray, ** Leave us not, neither forfake us, 
O God of our falvation!” 

** With what unwiilingnefs, with what fear,” fays 
Bifhop Hall, “ do I look upon die mifearriage of the 
man after God’s own heart! O holy prophet, who 
can promife himfelf always to ftand, when he fees thee 
fallen, and maimed with the fall? Let profane eyes 
behold diee contentedly, as a pattern, as an cxcule for 
(inning; I fhall never look upon diee, but through 
tears, as a woful fpe&acle of human infirmity.” 

David neglected to profecute the war againft the 
Ammonites, in his own perfon, but was content to 
leave the care of it to Joab, and himfelf continued at 
Jcrufalem*. Had the concerns of government re¬ 
quired his prefence, there would have been no fault, 
no danger, in keeping back from the field of battle. 
But there was an evident remiflnefs in duty. Perhaps 
he was lifted up by profperity, had abated much of 
his attention to religion, and adopted the plan of allow¬ 
ing himfelf more eafe and indulgence. It is therefore 
remarked, that tf in an evening tide he arofe from off. 
his bed,” and, having addidted himfelf to floth, he was 
the more readily carried away with temptation. As 
he was walking upon the roof of his houfe, which 

• z Sam. xi. x, U c. 
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was an ufual pra&ice, he behekl a beautiful woman 
bathing herfclf, and, through the unreftrained wanton- 
nefs of his eye, the fire of lull was kindled in his 
heart. Immediately he formed the fcheme of obtain* 1 
ing her; but, upon enquiry, he found her to be ano¬ 
ther’s pofleflion. This* however, was no effectual 
bar in his way. He had given the rein to his defires, 
and they were at length too flrong to be refilled. He 
lent to her, folicited her compliance, and prevailed, 
and thus plunged both himfelf and her into the horrid 
guilt of adultery. 

We Hand in amazement, and afk, “ Is this the 
man, who had long maintained fuch intimate commu¬ 
nion with God, and furpafled all others in the fervour 
of devotion ? Where now are thofe earned afpirations 
of his foul after God and His ordinances, which he 
had fo often exprefled ?” Alas! we perceive in him 
a ftriking proof of the dofperate wickednefs of the 
human heart. The moft holy faint has a tendency in 
his nature to depart from God, and, upon a fuitable 
occafion offered, is capable of committing the bafeft 
fin. —- -But grievous falls feldom happen fuddenly. 
Thofe, who have been eftablifhed in religion, are not 
at once betrayed into any open enormities of conduct. 
They are generally drawn from one neglcdl of duty to 
another; fo that their declenfion is gradual, and fre- 
qiiendy, for a long time, undifeovered. Chriftians, 
beware of the very firft advance towards any wrong 
compliance. If you are not diligendy attending to 
your proper work; if you are feeking eafe, when ac¬ 
tivity is required, you are at leifure to liften to every 

felicitation. 
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felicitation. Your evil paffions are gathering ftrength, 
and, in fuch a fituation, you have no ground to expeCt 
afliftance from above. You give yburfelves into the 
tempter’s hands; and we (hall not wonder at any abo¬ 
minations, into which you may run. Jofeph, in the 
faithful performance of his office, was preferved, when 
ftrongly prefled to the commiffion of adultery, and 
therefore replied with abhorrence, ** How can I do 
this great wickednefs, and (in againft God ?” But 
David, whilft remifs and flothful, was hurried away by 
impure defires, to the perpetrating of the mod com¬ 
plicated iniquity. 

After feme time it was found, that Bathfheba had 
conceived by this adultercfus commerce, and therefore, 
that it was likely to become matter of public notoriety. 
The king, who appears not to have felt any proper 
compunction for his guilt in the fight of God, was 
veiy anxious to prevent his difgrace in the eyes of the 
world. Inftead, then, of confefling and repenting, he 
attempted by the meaneft and mod impious artifices to 
conceal the offence, and was thereby involved in wick¬ 
ednefs of a dill more heinous kind. Uriah, the huf- 
band of Bathfheba, was a bold and faithful officer in 
David’s army, and had been long abfent from his wife, 
upon the king’s fervice. But, after this tranfaCtion, 
he was lent for to Jerufalem, and was defired to re¬ 
turn to his houfe, that he might be thought the father 
of the child. The veteran fbldier came, but refilled 
the indulgence of his own bed. It was imagined, 
however, that intemperance might lead him to it; and 
accordingly, David himfelf was bad enough to intoxi¬ 
cate 
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jcate the man. But even then his purpofe failed. A* 
loft* having gone fb far, he was prepared to go ftill 
Either, and deterinined, that Uriah, whole rage he 
dreaded, Ihould be cut off. Yet, alhamed to appear 
in fo deteftable a bufmefs, he would not difpatch him 
with his own hand, or by open violence, but contrived. 
to do it by the treachery of others. At his exprels 
command, then, Uriah went back to the camp, was 
placed in the front of the batde, was deferted, and 
flain. Thus murder completed what idlenefs and lull 
began. 

Oh, the deep deceitfulnefs of fin! One tranfgref- 
lion paves the way for another ; the fecond hardens the 
heart, till a third is readily admitted. Had David 
been told beforehand, what complicated iniquity he 
v/as about to run into, he would have recoiled with 
horror, and would, probably, have faid, like Hazael, 
“ But what ? Is thy fervant, a dojg, that he Ihould do 
this great tiling* ?” Alas! how changed! how fallen! 
But Satan is an artful tempter; and, becaufe it would 
defeat his own purpofe, to difeover the whole of his de- 
fign at once, he makes gradual advances, juft as far 
as our compliance may encoyrage him to proceed. Be¬ 
ware, dien, of cherilhing any one evil thought; for 
you know not, to what lengths it may carry you, or 
where the deftrudtive confequences of it may termi¬ 
nate. 

Uriah being removed, the king took Bathlheba to 
wife; and, perhaps, this was the point he had aimed at. 
But, chough he elcaped the refentment of an injured 

• 2 Kings viii. 13* 
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hufband, and feemed to be above the penalty of the 
law, which he had broken, he had incurred the dtf- 
pleafure of Jehovah; and ere long ‘he was brought to 
«* know and fee, that it was an evil thing and bitter, 
that he had forfaken the Lord his God.” We are 
aftonifhed, indeed, to find, that many months elapfed, 
before any contrition was exprefled or felt. He had 
funk into a deep lethargy; and his confidence, which, 
we might have fuppofed, would have been filled with 
horror and difmay, was deprived of its lenfibility. He 
might, poflibly, continue fome external ads of wor- 
Ihip, but he had loft all the fpirituality, life, and com¬ 
fort of religion. The Spirit of God was grieved, and 
departed from him; yet* it does not appear, that he 
lamented his ftate, or once intreated the divine vifitant 
to return.—Here alfo we difeover the extreme depra¬ 
vity of our nature. If left to ourfelves, we fhould not 
only run from one .abomination to another, but wil - 
lingly perfevere in them, and never ferioufly think of 
coming back again to God. The exertion of his 
mighty power^ is neceflary for the recovery of a back- 
flider, as much as for the firft converfion of a finner. 

The prophet Nathan was fent by revelation to 
awaken, to convift, and to reprove the king*. With 
great wifdom and prudence he addrefied himfelf to this 
exalted criminal, reprefenting in a feigned charader the 
bafenefs of his condud, and making him the judge of 
his own caufe. When David, not perceiving the drift 
of the parable, had condemned the fuppofed offender. 


• 2 Sam. xli. i.'Sec. 
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and thereby, in effefl, paffed fentence upon himlclf, 
Nathan immediately urged the application, and with 
lingular majefty and courage, as the meflengcr of 
Heaven, cried out, “ Thou art the man,” and pro¬ 
ceeded to ftate before him the horrid nature, and pe¬ 
culiar aggravations, of his fin. He denounced the 
difpleafure of God againll him, and declared, that in 
confequcncc thereof he lhould feel the miferies of war 
to the end of life, and oyierience inconceivable dif- 
trefles from his own family. The reproof was bold 
and pointed, and the threatening? awful and moll af- 
fefling.—When our duty calls us to fo painful and 
difficult an office, as Nathan’s was, may we poflefs 
tire like wifdom, firmnefs, and fidelity! And lhould 
not the recovery of a backflider be attempted? “ Bre¬ 
thren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye, which are 
fpiritual, rellore fuch an one*.” A prudent regard 
Ihoilld be had to his Hate and circtimftances; but furely 
we lhould aim to roufe his confcience, by a faithful 
reprefentatiori of his heinous guilt, and of its terrible 
eHefts. The event of fuch an addrefs mull be left 
with God, who alone can render it fuccefsful. 

What, then, was the imprefiion upon the mind of 
the royal culprit ? He was inllantly awakened from his 
flutuber, confounded, and humbled in the dull. Full 
of anguilh and horror, of lhame and felf-abhorrence, 
feeling more than any words could utter, he gave vent 
to the diftreffes of his heart by this Ihort but frank 
confeffinn, “ I have finned againll the Lord.” He 
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did not offer the leaft excufe, or plead any thing In 
extenuation of his offence, and, probably, dared not 
to hope, during his firft pangs of grief, that there could 
be forgivenefs for fuch aggravated wickednefs. A 
hypocrite, indeed, may adopt the fame language, and 
acknowledge his crime j for fo did Saul: but the Lord 
difeerns an eflential difference between the two .cha¬ 
racters. The diflembler may be terrified with appre- 
henfions of his danger; fc>ut the real penitent pofleffes 
an utter deteftation of himfelf, and can juftify God in 
his everlafting condemnation. 

While David was thus overwhelmed with a fenfe of 
his own bafenefs, perhaps expecting to be fuddenly de- 
ftroyed for his iniquity, * the Lord, who was privy to 
the inward contrition of his foul, commanded the pro¬ 
phet to comfort him, that he might not be u fwallow- 
ed up with over much forrow.” Nathan, therefore, 
inftantly replied, (t The Lord hatli put away thy fin; 
—thou fhalt not die.” Yet, though the ftroke of 
divine juftice was averted from the king, and he was 
fpared to be a monument of mercy, it was declared, 
that, on account of that reproach which he had brought 
upon religion, the child, which was the fruit of his 
adulterous connection, fliould furely be cut off. 

The fears of his own deftrudtion were hereby quiet¬ 
ed; but he felt the chaftifement moft painful to him, 
while he beheld the infant fickening and expiring for 
his tranfgreflion. He mourned, he faffed, he prayed; 
certifying his own humiliation, and indulging a hope 
that the difeafe might ftill be removed through the 

L i for- 
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forbearance of God. But, upon the death of the child, 
he gave thanks, and rejoiced in the profpeft of meet¬ 
ing it in a better world. His conduft upon this 
occalion affords us an inftruftive example. In our 
deepeft diftreffes, even in thofe which our own crimes 
have produced, we fhould be encouraged to offer up 
the moft importunate fupplications; for “ who can 
tell, whether God will be gracious to us ?” And 
though He take from us, what we defire to retain, 
we fhould cheerfully fubmit, and love and praife 
Him. 

Do you afk for a clearer evidence of David’s re¬ 
pentance? The fequel of the hiftory will prove it. 
Or do you wifh to know the date of his mind upon 
the review of his late awful mifearriage ? Many of his 
pfalms deferibe his feelings; and, as being defigned 
. for public worfhip, they were an open teftimony of 
his fincere contrition. Probkbly, foon after Nathan’s 
departure from him, he retired, and breathed out his 
diftreffes before God in the penitential language of the 
fifty-firft pfalm, which was compofed for this mournful 
occafion. There we behold the king proftrate in the 
duft, diffolved in tears, and pleading for the life of his 
foul. With unutterable anguifh he looked back on 
what he had done, and perceived the dreadful confe- 
quences, and heinous nature, of his fin. He faw the 
difhonour brought upon religion, the righteous grieved, 
the wicked triumphing, the Spirit of God deferring 
him, and depriving him of thofe lively hopes and 
comforts he had once enjoyed. He had betrayed Ids 
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DAVID. 


*49 

truft j he had committed an irreparable injury to lb - 
ciety;—but he had alfo defpiied the authority and 
glory of the great Jehovah} and this confideration, 
above all others, filled his confcience with horror. 
Yet he did not therefore forrow, “ as thofe who have 
no hope.” He was “ perplexed, but not in defpair} 
call down, but not deftroyed}” and, through the di¬ 
vine promifes of mercy, he indulged the pleafing ex¬ 
pedition, that his backfliding would be healed, that 
he Ihould live to fldmonilh finners from his own 
example, and fee the caufe of God flourifh around 
him. 

What an aftonilhlng hiftory is here! Whether 
of the two appears the molt wonderful,—the patience 
of God,—or the depth of iniquity in man ? Do you 
alk, “ Why was not David recovered looner ?” Rather 
confider the defperate wickedncfs of the human heart, 
and admire the fovereign’grace of God in recovering 
him at all. Doubtlcfs, he would have flept on in his 
fpiritual ftupor, had not God, in remembrance of 

his holy Covenant, interpofed for his reftoration.- 

But do you enquire, “ Why was not the whole of 
this lhamelefs tranfa&ion prevented ?” We allow, that 
it might have been ordered otherwife; and you think, 
that it would have been every way better. But do you 
charge the great Governor with want of forefigJit, 
or mifmanagement ? Leave to Him the fecuring of 
his own glory, and believe it to be his prerogative, to 
bring much good out of evil. Let it i'uffice us, that 
l le permitted it to take place; and, fince He has re- 

L J corded 
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corded it for our benefit, be it our concern to profit 
from it. Away with the fheering infidel, who treats 
all fan&ity as a mere pretence! Away with the un¬ 
found profeflbr of religion, who is hereby encouraged 
to perfift, and harden himfclf, in his wickednefs! 
Tlid'c perfons, who read the Bible, only to find out 
excufes for their ungodlinefs, exult in the fall of fo 
eminent a faint; and what a holy man once committed, 
they do not hcfitate continually to praCtife.—Would 
you juftify your enormities from David’s example? 
How prepofterous is this! O confider, that he ab¬ 
horred his iniquity, and dared not to defend it, as you 

9 

do. The very recollection of it- occafioned him the 
moft pungent diltrefs, even to the lalt. What will 
it avail you, that David once finned like you, unlefs 
you be reftored to repentance and obedience, as he 
was ? While you are ftrangers to godly furrow, and 
remain carelefs and impenitent, whatever you may plead 
of the liability of the Covenant, and the perfcverance 
of the faints, we cannot addrefs you otherwile, than 
as the enemies of God, under the curie of his law, 
and expofed to his fiery indignation for ever. O turn 
to Him with weeping and with fupplication; for “ why 
will ye die ?” Let there be joy in heaven over repent¬ 
ing finners upon earth. 

We learn indeed, from the inftancc before us, 
not ralhly to give up thofe, who have departed from 
their religious profeflions. Their cafe is moft awful; 
but we ceafe to wonder, and we are able to fuggeft 
fome encouragement, while we arc ftudying thefe 

facred 
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facrcd records. We are diftrcffed, a d aim oft con¬ 
founded, when we obferve any, who have zealoufly 
maintained the caufe of God, and “ feemed to be 
pillars” of his Church, difgrace their character, and 
violate their moft folcmn engagements. But would 
you, on this account, reproach the truth of God, 
which they embraced and defended ? Surely your 
cenfures are unjuft, The principles of die Gofpel, 
though fome dclert them, are not therefore lefs cer¬ 
tain, or lefs excellent} and, though in many inftanccs 
they may appear to have failed of their effeCt, their 
tendency is to produce a holy practice. We do not, 
then, vindicate the wrong conduit of thofe, who have 
been reputed pious} bilt wc feverely condemn it, and 
warn them, not to deceive their own fouls or pre- 
fumptuoufly reft on their former high eftimation among 
men. Do you afk, what we conclude relpefting their 
flatc? We anfwer, diat we ftand in doubt of them. 
Perhaps they have been unfound, throughout: but we 
would rather fay, Wait awhile, and the event will de¬ 
clare it. Their paft profeflions might be fincere, though 
their prefent dcclcnfion be very grievous, and of long 
continuance; and, by the rich grace of our God, they 
may yet be effectually recovered, and all their back- 
flidings healed. 

Surely the proud thought will not arife in anv of 
our minds, “ I am incapable of committing fuch open, 

and grofs enormities.”-“ Confider thyfeif, lelt thou 

?lfo be tempted.” You know not, that your “ heart 
is deceitful above all things and defperatcly wicked,” 

1. 4 if 
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if you prefume on your own drength. Look at the 
man after God’s own heart, and be aware of danger. 
What fecurity have you, which he had not ? But his 
fall may be the means of preferving you, while you 
are taught by it to walk humbly, not only under a 
fenfe of your continual defedts .in duty, but through a 
fear uf di(honouring your profeflion by fcandalous im- s 
moralities. You will, therefore, be circumfpedt in all 
things, and redouble your importunity in prayer, fay¬ 
ing with David, “ Keep back thy fervant from pre- 
fumptuous fins*.” Thus will you be prepared to re¬ 
fill temptation, while you diftruft yourfelves, and feek 
help from God. 

But have you departed from the good ways of God, 
after having been edabliffied in them? Your cafe 
indeed is mod melancholy; and, if you are fincere, 
you will, probably, fee the aggravations of your wick- 
ednefs in a dronger light, than any'other perfons can 
reprefiint. You are ready to conclude, then, “ There 
is no hope.” But the inftance before us will forbid 
you to dcfpair. David’s declcnfion was, at lead, 
as bafe as your’s: yet he was pardoned and redored. 
He befpeaks your attention, while he fings aloud 
of the righteoufnefs of God, by which an acce(s 
to the throne of His mercy is provided for youf. 
O return unto him, from whom you have deeply 
revolted! There is a facrifice, which hath virtue 
fufRcicnt to expiate all your accumulated guilt. 
By the application of. the blood of Jefus, you 

" • Pfal. xix. 13. f Pfal. li. 13, 14, 
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(Hall obtain peace with God, and ftrength to ferve 
Him: nor is there any other method, by which 
you cat) be eftablifhed in comfort and holincfc 
again. 

w Then,” fays the prefumptuous offender, “ there 
is nothing to be dreaded in the commifTion of fin, 
as it may be fo ealily pardoned. I will venture to 
tranfgrefs; and, after all, my ftate will be as good, 
at leaft as fafe, as that of* the moft exemplary faints. 
I fhall repent, and be forgiven.” 

It will be furprifing, if you be not deceived in your 
expedlations. Are you fure, that you fhall have grace 
to repent ? Is God bound to beftow it ? Or, is it a 
matter of no concern to you, provided you can efeape 
eternal punifhment, that you have fo long defpifed 
God, difhonoured His name, and grieved His Spirit ? 
And though you fhould be delivered from the wrath to 
come, have you no* fears of prefent calamities ? It is 
not true, that, becaufe iniquity is pardoned, and the 
fentence of everlafting condemnation cancelled, no bad 
confequences are to be dreaded. It will afterward ap¬ 
pear, from David’s cafe, that, even where reconcilia¬ 
tion is obtained, the Lord “ will vffit the tranfgrcf- 
fion of his people with the rod, and their iniquity with 
ftripes.” Repentance and forgivenefs by no means 
avert the horrible effects of fin in this life. For one 
momentary gratification of a vile luft, David had 
inany days and years of extreme diftrefs. 

Let us pray, that we may not prove, by oun 
own melancholy experience, the truth of that de¬ 
nunciation. 
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nunciation, *« The backllider in heart (hall be filled 
with his own ways 

" Now unto Him, that is able to keep us from 
falling, and to prefent us faultlefs before the pre- 
fenre of his glory with exceeding joy, to the only 
wife God our Saviour, be glory and majefty, do¬ 
minion and power, both now and ever I” Amen, 

• Prpv. xiv. 14, 
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David Juhdued the Ammonites—dijlrejfed by the wicked- 

nejs of his Jons, Amnon and Abfalom—f.ed from Jerufa- 

\ 

lem, on account of Abfalom's confpiracy—turfed by Shi- 
mei—fent out an army to ojpofe Abfalom—grieved for 
bis death—recalled to the government—rebelled againft 
by Sheba—-flew Jeven of Saul’s defendants—numbered 
his fubjefis—f unified by a pefilence—prayed and pre¬ 
vailed for Jerufalem—prepared for the building of the 
temple. 


The extreme depravity of human nature has ap¬ 
peared in the decfcnfion of David; and we have feen 
the grace of God difplayed in his pardon and recovery. 
He had incurred the divine difpleafurc; but reconci¬ 
liation was obtained, and, as a token of renewed favour, 
a fon was born to him, named “ The beloved of the 
Lord,” to whom the promiles were made *. In the 
midft of judgment, the Lord remembers mercy. 

The protection of Providence alfo was continued 
to David, notwithftanding his late lhameful mifeon- 
duCt. His armies proved victorious, and terminated 
the war againft the Ammonites in a fuccelsful manner. 
He himfelf attended at the reduction of the royal city, 
in order to fhare the triumph, and adorned his own 


• 3 Sam. xii. 24, &c. 
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head with the crown of the conquered monarch. The 
inhabitants were plundered, and placed in a ftatc of 
Joweft fervitude, i^not deftroyed by a miferable death. 
“ He brought forth the people that were therein, and 
put them under faws, and under harrows of iron, and 

made them pafs through the brick-kiln.”-This 

treatment of his enemies has been rigorously cenfored, 
as an exercife of the moft wanton barbariiy. lint it 
has been alleged in his defence, that the original words 
imply only, he condemned them to certain fervile em¬ 
ployments, at the faw, the iron mines, and the brick¬ 
kiln*. Or, if uncommon fcveritics were praiflifed, 
who fliall fay, that there was not a fuiiicicni realon ? 
Perhaps, the very punilhments, inflidted upon tilde 
prifoners of war, had been inflidled by their nati<jn upon 
the Hebrews and others, and therefore, by the judg¬ 
ment of God, might be appointed for them in return f. 
If David adted, as it is probable, by a divine commif- 
/ion, /hall we undertake to blame the proceeding? 
The Judge of all the earth will furely do right. But, 
be the cafe as it may, the fentence executed upon the 
Ammonites cannot be pleaded as a precedent for cruelty, 
either in private or public concerns; nor will it jollify 
pny, who are feeking the deftrudtion of their enemies. 


from motives of pride or revenge. 

Yean before Ic was not long before David began to 
Cliritt, »t>out P ... ° 

io3». reap the bitter fruits of his fall, and experi¬ 
enced the truth of thole awful denunciations, which 


Nathan had pronounced. “ Evil was railed up againft 


• Sec Chandler’s life of David, and Letters on Infidelity, 
t See the cafe of Adpnibezek, Judges, i. 0 , 7 . 
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him out of his own houfe.” 
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The bad effefts of his 


numerous marriages appeared in many inftances. The 
education of his children was negle&td, and their per- 
verfe tempers were indulged. Probably, in confe- 
quence of his late offence, notwidstanding his former 
example and inftru&ions, they were inclined to think 
more favourably of fin, and to gratify their fenfual 
paffions. This very circumflance muft have been an 
additional diftrefs to his mind, when he faw them har¬ 
dened through his mifeonduft. Alas! we know not, 

u 1 

how far the mifehief of one crime may extend. 

He was wounded in a very tender part, when he 
was informed, that his daughter Tamar liad been 
ravifhed by her own brother Amnon *. But how did 
his anguifh increafe, when Amnon, though he had 
deferved to die, was treacheroufly killed by another 
of his children, and that too, by his favourite fon 
Abfalom! Thus he beh«ld lewdnefs and murder in¬ 
troducing die molt horijd confufion into his family: 
and how could he proceed to punifh thofe a&ions, 
which were an imitation of his own ? 

Abfalom had fled, “ and David mourned for him 
every day.” We fear diat the fend father, who had 
been highly blamable for his former indulgence of him, 
did not then teftify, as he ought, his abhorrence of the 
fin, which had been committed. Indeed the life of 
the offender was forfeited to public juflice. The king 
was wrong in not executing the fentence of the law; 
and therefore God took the matter into .his ov/n hand. 


• 2 Sam. xiii. 
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Let parents learn from this inftance, as well as from Elii 
not to “ honour their Tons more than God.” 

David longed for Abfalom’s return, and very rea¬ 
dily confented to his recal: yet, to humble the crimi¬ 
nal, and to fix a mark of infamy upon him, he refufed 
to admit him into his prefence for two years *. Even 
then, he was too hafty in receiving him to favour, 
fince the young man difcovered no figns of contrition, 
but evidendy appeared info lent and overbearing. Soon 
afterward, the bad effeds of the father’s foolifh tender- 
ncfs were felt not by himfelf only, but throughout the 
land. We deplore the lenity of many pious perfons, 
who, through an unwillingnefs to punifh their perverfe 
children, are bringing mifery upon themfelves and their 
families. They are likely to fee the dear objcds of 
their afFedion run headlong to deftrudion, and to be 
repaid for their indulgence, not with their blefiing, but 
their curies. 


vc»rs befbie Abfalom, by his flattering fpeeches, ftole 
chnit, 1014. awa y the hearts of the king’s fubjeds, and 

rafted fo formidable a confpiracy againft him, that Da¬ 
vid thought himfelf unfafe at Jerufalem, and there¬ 
fore, together with his houfehold and faithful attendants, 
fled from his rebellious fon f. This was a mod pain- 
fill trial indeed; and yet it feems to have been of a 
falutary nature. We cannot but admire his entire re- 
fignation to the will of God under this fevere chaftife- 

ment. He remembered his own guilt and the fentence 

§ 

pafied upon him, and was filent. His condud may 
have the appearance of cowardice or unbelief j but we 
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are taught to afcribe it to better principles. He 
* ( humbled himfelf under the mighty hand of God,” 
ready to fubmit to his ftroke, whatever it might be. 
On this ground, he would not luffer the ark and the 
priefts to accompany him, though they would have 
been a comfort to him in his exile j for, confidering 
himfelf under the rebuke of God, and therefore un¬ 
worthy of the outward tokens of His prefence, he fenc 
them again to Jerufalem, <c Carry back,” faid he, 
** the ark of God into the city: if I rtiall find favour 
in the eyes of the Lord, he will bring me again, and 
fhew me both it and his habitation. But if he thus 
fay, I have no delight in thee; behold, liere am I, 
let him do to me what feemeth good unto him.” 
And then the king purfued his journey with all die 
marks of pious and penitential forrow. “ He went up 
by the afeent of mount Olivet, and wept as he went 
up, and had his head covered, and he went bare¬ 
foot : and all the people, that were with him, covered 
every man his head, and they went up, weeping as 
they went up.” 

On every occafion it becomes a firmer to be abafed 
before his God, and to acknowledge the juftice of His 
corrections. But you, whofe declenfions from a reli¬ 
gious profeflion have emboldened others to fpeak re¬ 
proachfully, fhould, in an efpecial manner, take fhame 
to yourfelves, and bow with deepeft contrition of 
heart before Him, whofe name you have di/honoured. 
Through His abundant mercy, indeed, you may hope 
to be reftored, and again “ find favour in the eyes of 
the Lord.” Bui, if He fhould deprive you of your 

former 
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former privileges, and thruft you down from your 
diftinguiflied place in his Chuj-ch, and determine 
never more to make ufe of you, as he has done ftill 
lay, “ Behold, here am I, let him do to me, as feem- 
eth good unto him.” Such was David’s unfeigned 
fubmiflion: and Eli, as we have feen, replied to the 
divine rebuke with the fame temper of mind, “ It is 
the Lord; let Him do what feemeth him good.” 

It is no objection to his piety, but rather a ftrong 
mark of it, tliat, when he heard of Ahithophel’s trea¬ 
chery againft him, he prayed God to turn die counlel 
of that wicked confpirator into foolilhnefs. For there¬ 
by he referred his caufe to the righteous dccifion of the 
Judge of all, and foon obtained redrefs. Nor was it 
wrong to defire Hufliai to continue at Jerufalem, for 
die purpofe of fending him information, and promot¬ 
ing his intereft there: but his inftruCtions to that officer 
feem inconfiftent with the opennefs of truth and probity. 
Religion does not forbid any prudent precautions, 
though it allows not of fraud or perfidy, for the avert¬ 
ing of impending dangers. 

In the progrefs of his flight, frelh trials awaited 
him. Shimci, a defeendant of Saul, who, perhaps, 
liad been difappointed in his expectations of advance¬ 
ment, came out with impious rage to infult the king, 
and, calling Hones at him, poured forth the moft 
dreadful imprecations againft him*. It would have 
been eafy for David to have crulhed this weak, though 
furious, adverfary in a moment; and he was urged to 
it by his attendants. But he reprelfed their zeal in 

• a Sara. xvi. 5, &c. 
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liis eaufe, and, with a lingular meeknefs of fpirit, de¬ 
termined to bear the reproaches and the violence of 
the wretch, from a fenfe of his own evil defert. He 
looked beyond the wickednefs of the man to the righ¬ 
teous difpleafure of God, who thus fuffered his enemies 
to rife againft him. He patiendy fubmitted, there¬ 
fore, to the divine correction, and expected redrcfs from 
Heaven, faying, “ Let him alone, and let him curie, 
for the Lord hath bidden him: it may be, that the 
Lord will look upon mine affliction, and that the Lord 
will requite me good for his curfing this day.” 

Such forbearance will probably be condemned as 
mcannefs; but herein we perceive and admire the in¬ 
dubitable marks of a real penitent. The forrow, that 
“ worketli repentance to falvation,” while it bows 
down the foul before God, and Hops the mouth from 
complaining of the hcavieft punilhment, produces alfo 
gentlenefs and longfuffefing towards men: It is the 
parent of that charity, which “ is not eafily provoked, 
and endureth all things.” How different from the 
haughtinefs of temper, fo much applauded in the world, 
which is implacable, and cruel, and takes fire at every 
trifling affront! But, for a perfect pattern of meek¬ 
nefs and forgivenefs, we look* higher than to David, 
even to his exalted Son, “ who, when he was reviled, 
reviled not again: when he fuffered, he threatened not, 
but committed himlelf to Him that judgeth righte- 
oufly.” He endured the feoffs, and curies, and vio¬ 
lence of the people, and prayed, and died for his vciy 
murderers. May “ this mind be in us, which was alfo 
in Chrift Jefus!” 

Vol. II. 
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Upon David’s flight from Jerufalem, Abfalom, hav¬ 
ing gained poflelflon of the city and the palace, pro- 
ceeded to the commiflion of the bafcft wickednefs in 
defiling his father’s concubines; thus executing the 
divine threatening *, and yet enhancing his own guilt. 
The king himfelf narrowly efcaped deftru&ion, through 
Hulhai’s influence: but, as an attack was meditated 
upon him by a very powerful army, he was obliged to 
pafs over Jordan with great precipitation f. His do¬ 
minion appeared to be loft, and his life was in the moft 
imminent danger, from hunger and wearinefs, as well 
as from the fword of the proud ufurper. But the 
faithfulnels of his God preferved him, and raifed him 
friends to fupport him. Nor can that gracious pro- 
mife ever fail; “ They, that feek the Lord, {hall not 
want any good thing 

At length it became neceflary to make a ftand 
againft his rebellious fon, who purfued him with hof- 
tile rage: and very foon a numerous body was col- 
letted, and fent out to oppofe him §. David himfelf 
prepared for the battle; but the earned entreaties of 
his people, who ftrongly reprelented to him the mife- 
ries which his death might occafion, prevented him 
from taking the field. He confented, then, to remain 
behind in Mahanaim, waiting with great anxiety the 
event of an engagement; and, from his extreme af- 
fettion for his obdurate child, he feems fcarcely to have 
wilhed for fuccefs. He was blamable, doubtlefs, in 
his parental fondnefs; yet he exhibited a beautiful ex¬ 
ample of kindnefs and forgivenefi to an enemy, when 


* z Sam. xii. 11. +2 Sam. xvii. 
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he charged the leaders of his forces, tc Deal gently for 
my fake with the young man, even with Abfalom.” 

He fat between the gates of the city, looking with 
die utmoft folicitude towards the fcene of action: and, 
when one meffenger after another arrived with the tid¬ 
ings of a complete viftory, his foie enquiry was, "Is 
the young man Abfalom fafe ?” Being informed that 
the poor unhappy youth had been cut off, he was 
inconfolable for the lofs*. “ He was much moved, 
and went up to th£ chamber over the gate, and wept: 
and as he went, thus he faid, O my fon Abfalom, 
my fon, my fon Abfalom: would God I had died 
for thee, O Abfalom,. my fon, my fon!” It may 

9 

be allowed, that the extravagant forrow, which the 
king expreffed, was highly wrong. He forgot to be 
thankful for the deliverance vouchfafed to himfelf 
and the nation, and, inftead of bowing widi fubmif- 
fion to the wife and righteous dccifion of the Lord, 
he feems to have been carried away by his pafTion. Yet 
you, who are tried in the perverfenefs and difobedience 
of your children, will not wonder, or be forward to 
cenfure him. You dread the thought of their being 
fuddenly taken away in impenitence, more than any 
temporal calamities, which can happen to yourfelves: 
and therefore, that they may have further opportunities 
of turning to God, and be faved from everlafting perdi¬ 
tion, you would wifh to die a thoufand deaths in their 
ftead. Would you, then, avoid the ang-jifh which 
David felt, look well to the ftate of your affections 
even toward your beloved offspring; and beware, left 
you pave the way to their min both here and for ever, 

M 2 by 
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by an inordinate attachment to them, or improper indul¬ 
gence of them. Yet, fhould you live to fee them cut 
off by the juft judgment of God, though your 
affliction will be unfpeakably great, it will become you 
to reprefs your grief, and, while you acknowledge the 
j ighteoufnefs of God, to be filcnt in the duft before 
Him: for “ who art thou, that replieft againft Him ?” 
In your own prefervation, and the hopes of forgivenefs 
ftill afforded you, do you no? perceive abundant caufe 
for gratitude ? O praife the Lord; that, though one 
be taken, another is left, and fay, “It is of His mer¬ 
cies, that we are not confumed.” 

The exccflivc lamentations of David were alfo 
impolitic, and might have been fatal to his intereft. 
Ti:<- vay men, who had fought and conquered for 
him, vvoie on the point of deferring him, when they 
iccxivcd no thanks for their fervices, and obferved 
i hat the defeat of the rebel army was bewailed as the 
rvuviefc calamity *. Upon the reprefentation of Joab, 
however, the king dried up his tears, and, by his 
public appearance again, conciliated the affettions of 
his fubje&s. It is neceffary, in every line of life, to 
con rider what effect our behaviour may produce upon 
the minds*of others; or elfe, our imprudence may 
caufe irreparable mifehief. Nor fhould we be un¬ 
willing to liften to tjie reproof of an inferior, though 
conveyed to us in a rough manner. 

David was not precipitate in returning to .the cxer- 
cife of government, for he waited to be affured of the 
good difpofttions of the people toward him. In a lit- 
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tie time he was recalled by the general voice, and con¬ 
duced back over Jordan, with nymerous attendants, 
and with all the marks of national honour and cftcem. 
Yet, even in the hour of his triumph, we behold a fin- 
gular degree of meeknefs and moderation. Shimei, 
the profane Benjamite, who had lately treated him with 
the utmoft indignity and contempt, came with profef- 
fions of penitence to entreat his fbrgivencls. The of¬ 
fence was heinous, and David was urged to make him 
an example of juftice: but he forbore, declaring that 
his authority was fo perfe&ly re-eftablilhed, it could 
not be neceffary to put any man to death; and on this 
ground he fuffered Shimei to efcape with impunity. 
Do not our hearts advife, like the fons of Zeruiah, to 
take vengeance of an enemy ? Let us not forget the 
chriltian precept, “ Be not overcome of evil; but 
overcome evil with good 

Mephibofheth, the fon of Jonathan, came alfo to 
offer his congratulations on the king’s return. David 
had conceived of him as a confpirator, from the flandcr- 
ous accufations of Ziba f, but being now fatisfied of 
his loyalty, he admitted him again to favour. It re¬ 
quires no little care, to guard againfl the falfe and ma¬ 
licious infinuations of talebearers, and no littlf candour 
to corredt our miftakes. 

We are pleafed likewife to obferve the affe&ion 
and gratitude of David towards the aged Barzillai,' 
who, with an unfhaken attachment and amazing libe¬ 
rality, had fupported him in the time of his did:refs. 
Vpon their parting from each other, the king killed 

* Rom. xii. zi. +2 Sam. xvi. 1-4. 
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and bleffed him, and took his fon with him, to pro¬ 
mote him to fome confiderable honour. It is but juf- 

% 

tice to recompenfe a benefit received. But alas I does 
not profperity fo intoxicate the mind, that paft kind- 
nefles are generally forgotten ? Does not a proud and 
fupcrcilious behaviour too commonly characterize thofe, 
who poflefs any large meafure of riches and power ? 
We fhould therefore venerate the man, who, in the 
midft of fuccefs, preferves an humble, grateful difpo- 
fition; and, through a diffidence of ourfelves, we fhould 
watch and pray againft temptation, “ in all time of our 
wealth.” 

The joy, which accompanied David’s reftoration, 
was interrupted by certain jealoufies and debates be¬ 
tween the tribes of Ifrael and that of Judah. There 
were, even then, divifipns, which afterward occafioned 
their total feparation. Both fides were defirous of 
notice and precedency, and neither of them willing to 
make proper conceffions. How feldom is it, that 
the moft favourable events are not attended with fome 
circumftances, which damp our pleafure ! And what 
dreadful mifehiefs proceed from ambition, ftrife and 
envy! . 

Sheba, firho was a forward and feditious perfbn, feized 
the opportunity of blowing up the flames of difeord 
between the contending parties, and excited another 
formidable rebellion *. The Ifraelites, who had pro- 
fefied great zeal for their p/ince, took up arms againft 
him: but they were foon recovered to their allegiance, 
and the infurreftion was crufhed. What a mercy it 

• 2 Sam. xx. i , Sc c. 
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is, that God preferves, or reftores, die peace of fociety! 
If the paifions of men were let loqfc, the utmoft con- 
fufion and mifcry muft enlue. 

Yean before David was called to a difficulty of ano- 
Chriit,ioai. th er kind; for he faw his fubjedts fuffering 

under the preflure of a grievous famine, during three 

_ / 

fucceffive years. The Lord God, to whom he fought 
for diredlion and relief, intimated to him, that Saul’s 
oppreffion of the Gibeonftes, in violation of the public 
faith, had brought down this national judgment upon 
them*. To make the neceflary expiation, David 
yielded to the demand of the Gibeonites; and accord¬ 
ingly, feven of Saul’s dpfeendants fell as a facrifice to 
juftice.———Whatever opinion we may form of the 
tranfadtion, we muft, at leaft, acquit David of malice 
or refentment againft that unhappy family: the exe¬ 
cution of the fentence, probably, was very afflidtive to 
him. Inftead of charging him with inhumanity in 
this proceeding, let us ftand and adore the righteouf- 
nefs of God, who required it. The day is coming, in 
which the equity of his decifions will be fully revealed. 
For the prefent we are allured, that his punifhments 
defeend only upon the head of the guilty ; and He has 
taught us, in this inftance, to beware of fin, left we 
leave an inheritance of wrath and mifcry to our 
children. 

David continued to reign and profper. The Phi- 
lift ines, indeed, ceafed not to harafs him as they 
could j but their various a (faults afforded fo many 
proofs of his martial abilities, or rather, of the Lord's 

• 1 Sam. xxi. 1, Sec. 
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faithfulncfs and love to him. On the review of all 
thofe fignal deliveries, which his God had wrought 
for him, he felt and confeffed his obligations, and 
celebrated the divine goodnefs in the molt elevated 
ftrains of devotion: he rejoiced alfo in the profpeCt 
of the much higher advancement of One glorious 
perfonage among his pofterity, and of the happinefs of 
the Church under His government*. Let us ftudy 
thoi'e hymns of praife, till our hearts burn within us. 
Surely the expreflions of his gratitude and zeal will 
reproach us for our infenfibiiity. How great things 
lias the Lord done for us! He has raifed up Mefliah 
from the feed of David; and we participate the bene¬ 
fits of His adminiftration. Yet what poor tributes of 
thankfulnefs he has received from our hands. 1 O 
may the Spirit of his grace, which retted in fo large 
a meafure upon David, implant all holy affections 
in us, and ever preferve therfi in a lively and vigo¬ 
rous ftate! 

Years before It is apprehended, that the profperity, 
ci.r.n, 1017. w hich 1)^^ and his people enjoyed, prov¬ 
ed a fnare to them. Do not riches and power tend 
to corrupt the mind, introduce luxury, and give rife 
to ambitious projects? Probably, fome neglcCt of 
religious duties had taken place, and fome finfiil prac¬ 
tices been allowed. They had not profited, as they 
fhould have done, from the late vifitations of war and 
famine: and “ again the anger of the Lord was kindled 
againft Ifraelf.” • The heart of the king, perhaps, was 
elated with his fucceffes, and with the yery flourifhing 

* 2 Sam. xxii. 1, &c. f xxiv. 1, &c. 1 Chron. xxi. i,Scc.‘ 
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condition of his fubjefts. Satan, who watched tlie op¬ 
portunity, fuggefted a fcheme for die gratification of his 
pride, and tempted him to number Ifrael; infinuating, 
it might be, that no prince poflefled larger dominions, 
or commanded more numerous forces, than he. Ah! 
what need we have to be- upon our guard againft the 
fubtle devices of our grand adverfary: for he knows 
the temper of our minds, and generally gains an ad¬ 
vantage, by fuiting his propofals to our wi flies ! And 
how feeble are the ftrongeft believers, when left to his 
influence! 

In one account of this tranfaftion, it is aferibed to 
God, and in another to Satan. But the folution is 
eafy. Throughout the feriptures, the Lord is faid to 
do that, which He permits to be done. The fins of 
men are therefore fometimes reprefented as proceeding 
from Him, when, for fpecial purpofes. He withdraws 
whatever might tend to hinder the execution of their 
wicked projects, and over-rules the event for the ac- 
complilhment of his own defigns. It is not poflible 
that He can infufe into the minds of his creatures any 
wrong thought or inclination: but, confiftendy with 
his righteous perfeftions, He may ceafe to reftrain the 
corrupt defires of our hearts, and may fuffer them to 
have their full effeft. In this very way he carries on 
his government over our rebellious world, fo that even 
the moft iniquitous aftions form a part of His plan: 
and yet He continues holy, and juft, and good. He 
might have prevented the fecret ambitibn of Davit! 
from breaking forth into any outward aft, or defeated 
the ftratagems of Satan: but He permitted the fcheme 

to 



J70 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

to proceed, in order that the king might be more 
deeply fenfible pf the evil of his nature, and that, 
through his perverfenefs, the people alfo might be 
punilhed for their multiplied offences. 

David, therefore, commiflioned Joab to take an ex- 
aft account of the number of his fubjefts. . Whatever 
might be his motive, whether to indulge a proud curi- 
ofuy, and to glory in his ftrength, or to enrol them for 
his army*, there was forftething in it fb manifeftly 
wrong, and inconfiftent with his charafter, that even 
Joab remarked it, and earncftly remonftrated againft 
it; for “ the king’s word was abominable to him.” 
But, as the Lord had determined to leave him, in this 
inftance, to his own devices, and the maclunations 
of Satan, the prince obftinately perfifted in his fcheme. 
At length, however, his confcience being roufed, he 
was afhamed and humbled for the folly and wicked- 
nefs of his heart: he felt and confefled his guilt, and 
importunately deprecated the divine wrath. Here, 
then, we behold him in a mod diftreffed fituation; 
we perceive, from his example, the great evil of fin, 
and learn to walk circumfpeftly in all things. 

The prophet Gad went to him, by revelation, to 
declare Jehovah’s difpleafure and determination to 
punifh him; at the lame time referring it to his choice, 
whether he and his people Ihould fuffer by Amine, 
by war, or by peftilence. The propo&l was afflic¬ 
tive in every view: but, as the peftilence muft proceed 
immediately from the hand of God, and the king 
himfclf could no more be fecured from it than the 

• See Bilhop Lowth’s note? on Ifa. iv. 3. 
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jneaneft of Ills fubjeCts, this was preferred. The ut- 
moft meeknefs, fubmiflion, and faith gjre obfervable in 
David’s anfwer, “ I am in a great (trait: let us fall now 
into the hand of the Lord (for his mercies are great), 

and let me not fall into the hand of man.”-The 

(in, doubtlefs, was forgiven: but, as it had been of a 
public nature, the Lord would manifeft his abhorrence 
of it before all the nation. Commiflioned by Him, 
therefore, the plague inftantly went forth, and deltroyed 
in the different parts df the land, seventy thousand 

MEN. 

The judgment was adapted to the offence. David 
had been elated with the Dumber of his people; and, 
to cure him of his foolifh pride, the Lord effectually 
convinced him, how foon they might be reduced. 
He can never be at a lofs for means to punifh his 
rebellious creatures: in general too, He is pleafed to 
fuit his corrections to their crimes and accordingly, 

. nothing is more common with Him, than to take away, 
or imbitter to us, the objeCt, which we value too 
highly. 

Does the chaftifement, in the prefent inftance, feem 
fevere ? We are unfit judges of the meaforesof God’s 
government: we cannot eft i mate the evil of any par¬ 
ticular aCtion. In lbme way or another, guilt had 
been contracted, according to the Lord’s declaration 
and David’s own confeflion: and if only an ambitious 
thought had been indulged, who (hall prefume to fay, 
that the mod rigorous inflictions wQufd have been 
unmerited ? For “ the wages of fin is death.”- On 
other occafions the conduCt of the king of Ifracl has 

met 



SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 


172 


met with unfparing cenfures, and many have wondered, 
how fuch complicated iniquity could poflibly be for¬ 
given: but here, infidelity changes her mode of at¬ 
tack ; the offence is confidered either as nothing, or 
very trivial; and a furprifc is expreffed at the cruelty 
of the Judge. In both cafes, the objection lies againft 
God: but He will fhortly appear to vindicate his own 
proceedings. 

The whole tranfadtion'is a folemn admonition to 
us, to take good heed to ourfelves. Long experience 
and high attainments in religion will afford us no fc- 
eurity from temptation, or from the dreadful conl'e- 
quenccs of complying with it. We have cfpecial need 
to beware of pride; for this will aflault us in various 
lhapes even to the laft. And if we are betrayed into 
any difhonourable conduit, we fhall probably feel the 
chaftening rod, and fmart for our folly. 

I 

The people, we have feen, were involved in die 
fad effedts of die tranfgreflion of their leader. And 
fuch is the connection, which fubfilts between the dif¬ 
ferent members of fociety, like that in the natural 
body, that, if one member fuffer, fome others muff 
neceffarily fuffer with it: in particular, what happens 
to the head, muft affedt all the parts of the fyftem. Is 
it enquired, how this is to be reconciled with juftice, 
that thoufands fhould be afflidted for the guilt of one ? 
The aofwcr in the prefent cafe is obvious: no wrong 


was done them; for they were evidendy puiufhed for 
their own iniquity, though the offence of David was 
die immediate occafion of that dcfoladng judgment. 
The Lord God, in order to chaflife a finful nation, very 

frequendy 



DAVID. 


DAVID. *73 

frequently turns the counfels of their rulers into fool- 
ifhnefs. • 

An Angel, it lhould feem, was employed as an in- 
ftrument of the divine vengeance. And how aftonifh- 
ing is the flrength and adlivity of thefe fpiritual Beings, 
fince one of them oould in*a few hours fprcad deftruc- 
tion through the land! At laft, this minifler of wrath 
became vifible to David and his elders, who were 
clothed in fackcloth: and how terrible the form, how 
threatening the afpedt! * “ He flood between the earth 
and the heaven, having a drawn fword in his hand, 
flretched out over Jenifalem,” and it appeared as if 
his com million extended to the utter defolation of that 
populous city. Then the royal penitent proflrated 
himfelf in the duft, full of anguifh upon tlie recollec¬ 
tion of his offence; and, while he pleaded for the life 
of his people, he offered h'ynfelf to the ftroke of the 
devouring fword, that it might be averted from them. 
M Lo,” faid he, “ I have finned, and I have done 
wickedly : but thefe fheep, what have they done ? Let 
thine hand, I pray thee, be againft me, and againft 
my father’s houfe.” 

The cry, which proceeds from a truly contrite heart, 
has power to pierce the heavens. The Lord God 
looked down with pity upon his fupplicating fervant, 
reverted the mandate that was gone forth, and fpared 
Jerufalcm at his rcquefl. lie faid to the deftroying 
Angel, “ It is enough: Hay now thine hand.” Direc¬ 
tions were then given to David, to ereft an altar upon 
that very fpot, as a memorial of the awful tranfadlion, 
and of the gracious deliverance vouchfafed. The obe¬ 
dient 



i74 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

dient prince haftened to fulfil the command, imme¬ 
diately purchaftfd the ground, reared an altar, and 
worfhipped the Lord with coftly facrifices. Thus re¬ 
conciliation was effected, and the favour of God ma- 
nifefted, in anfwer to prayer. 

In the very place, which had been fo highly ho¬ 
noured, David continued to offer up his ftated ferviccs: 
and there alfo he appointed, doubdefs by revelation, 
that the temple fhould be built*. We are ft ruck 
with admiration at the zeal of this pious king, and his 
preparations for the erection of that magnificent edifice, 
which he himfelf was forbidden to undertake. Mate¬ 
rials of every fort were laid up in readinefs, with 
amazing pains and expence} though he knew that they 
could not be made ufe of, till after his deceafe. He 
inftrudled, he charged, he encouraged Solomon his 
fon to enter upon the work, and to perfevere in it with 
firmnefs, till the whole fhould be finifhed. He com¬ 
manded the nobles alfo to contribute their utmoft in¬ 
fluence for the completing of this important bufinefs, 
which he prefled upon them from a regard to the 
glory of God, and an allured confidence of His gra¬ 
cious prefence and afliftance. 

From this view of the hiftory, fhall we be at a lofs 
to afeertain die true character of David ? We allow, 
that he did not adhere to the rules of rlghteoufnefs 
without imperfeftion or deviation. But we perceive, 
upon the whole, an integrity and an excellency in his 
life, which ftamp an honour upon his name. In the 
inftance we have laft confidered, what clear marks of 

• Dent, xii. 5, 1 Chron. xxii. r, &c. 

penitence 





DAVID. 


*75 


penitence and fervent jJiety meet us! Let us judge 
ourfelves by them. We alfo have finned in various 
ways; and perhaps many, in our families or connec¬ 
tions, are fuffering in confequence of our perverfends 
or imprudence. Do we mourn before God on this ac¬ 
count? Do we cry to Him for pardoning mercy? 
Are we more ready to condemn ourfelves than others? 
Are we willing and defirous, that the effects of our 
folly may fall entirely upon'ourfelves, rather than that 
any, who have defervod better at our hands, fhould be 
involved in mifery by our means? Let us beware, 
left, while we are cenfuring David, we continue impe¬ 
nitent, and perilh in our fins. Hear the voice of God, 
“ Repent, and turn yourfelves from all your tranf- 
greffions; fo iniquity lhall not be your ruin*.” 

Thejuftice of God in taking vengeance has been 
awfully diiplayed before us. But do we not leafn alfo, 
that “ l ie pardoneth iniquity, and pafleth by the tranf- 
greflion of the remnant of his heritage; that He re- 
taineth not his anger for ever, becaufe He dclightcth 
in mercy f?” We cannot have a ftronger proof of 
the efficacy of prayer and intercefiion on the behalf of 
others, than we have feen in David’s mediation for 
Jerufdem. O let us be encouraged to cry eameftly 
to God for our own nation, corrupt and abandoned as 
it is! We have contributed to the general mafs of 
guilt: Why are we fo unconcerned about the confe¬ 
quence ? O let us lie in the duft, and ceafe not to lift 
up our hands with importunate petitions! • 


• Ezek. xvilj. ;o. 

8 


f- Mic. vii. 18. 
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Has deliverance been granted ? Has the deftroying 
Angel fheathed his fword? Then why is not the gra¬ 
cious interpofition acknowledged? Are facrifices of 
praife offered to God on this account ? Do we, with 
overflowing gratitude, record His mercies? What 
altar have we eredled ? or' what oblations have we 
prefented to Him ? Are we glad to bear our part in 
advancing the good work of God, though we lhall not 
live to fee it completed ? Alas! how many are dif- 
couraged! How many are cirelefs and indolent! 
How many are worldly and covetous! The difficulty 
and die expence of this or the other undertaking for 
the glory of God are common and prevailing objec¬ 
tions ; fo that tl icre arc few indeed, who will affift, in 
any way, to build the temple of the Lord. O for the 
fame Spirit, which a&uated David, to be poured out 
upon this generation! " O Lord, revive thy work in 

the midft of the years*!” 

• Hab.iii. 2. 
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David married Abijhag—*appointed Solomon bis fuccejfor 
—-fettled the divine Jcnuice—-gave a public and folenrn 
charge to Solomon-^—praifed God—left private directions 
with Solomon—in bis laft words, propbefied of the 
Saviour—died in a good old age. 

We are now advanced, in the courfe of our medi¬ 
tations, to the clofe of David’s life: a life of uncom¬ 
mon aftivity and zeal in the caufe of God, and of 

9 

Angular utility to his Church. Nor are thelaft fcenes 
of it the leaft interefting or inftru&ive. This eminent 
fcrvant of God will teach us how to die, as well as how 
to live; 

Ywr. t«fore Toward the end of his reign his bodily 
chnft, ioj 5 . length feems to have been much impaired. 

He was, probably, ftrack With a kind of dead palfy, 
which made it difficult for him to retain his animal 

t 

heat*. An expedient was propofed, which we arc 
ready to cenfure as inconfiftent with his wifdom and 
gravity, but which he adopted in compliance with his 
phyficians. He married die young Abifhag, for the 
neceflary purpofe of fupporting and invigorating his 
corporeal frame, and not for fenfual gratification. 

• 1 Kingi i. 1, &c. 
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Whilft his indifpofition unfitted him for public bufi- 
nefs, his tranquillity was again difturbed by the ambi¬ 
tion of one of his own children. This, indeed, formed 

% 

a part of the divine denunciation for his bafe mifcon- 
dudt: and therefore evil was ftill “ raifed up againft 
him out of his own hdufe.” .It was alfo the confe- 
quence of his fin in not properly retraining the cor¬ 
rupt inclinations of his offspring. The bad effedts of 
this fbolifh teiidemefs had appeared in Abfalom’s re¬ 
bellion. And now, Adonijah, the. next in age, and 
fimilar ih temper to Abfalom, a man of admired beauty, 
whom his father had never checked or difpl'eafed at 
any time, afpired to the throne, and aflumed the reins 
of government. The fond parent is generally punifhed 
in the ingratitude and oppofition of thofe very chil¬ 
dren, whom he has moft indulged. For they cannot 
be influenced by any fenfe of obligation or duty, who 
have been accuftomed to be gratified in every wifh of 
their hearts, 6y how many examples are we taught, 
that “ the rod and reproof give wifdom; but a child 
fcft to himfelf bringeth his mother to lhame. Corredt 
thy fon, then, and he fhall give thee reft: yea, he 
(hail give delight unto thy foul*.” 

Adonijah’s attempt, which at firft appeared formid¬ 
able, was defeated by die timely interpofition of the 
king, who declared it to be the appointment of God, 
that Solomon fhould fuccecd to the crown, and com- 

f 

mandcd proclamation to be made of his immediate ad- 
mirffon to the regal office; The people, who held 


* Pror.xxix. 15, 17. 
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David in the higheft veneration, as a prophet of God, 
inftantly acquiefced, and received their new governor, 
with loud demonftrations of joy, and earned: prayers 
for his proiperity. The aged father, alfo, exulted and 
gave thanks to God, for the completion of the pro- 
mife, which fecured, the throne to Solomon. Doubt- 
lefs the Lord will perform all his counfel, nor can any 
human oppofition prevent it. But it is our duty, in 
expe&ation of the event, to adopt and vigoroufly 
purfue thofe meafures, which may tend to promote it: 
and, if our eyes are permitted to fee the accomplilh- 
ment of the divine declarations, our hearts fhould be 
ftirred up to the mod lively exercife of gratitude and 
praife. Can we not, from our own experience, “ fet 
to our feals, that God is true?" 

The ftrength of David was impaired by difeafe, as 
well as by old age: yet, according to his ability, he 
continued a&ive and lncedant in his exertions, for the 
glory of God and the benefit of the Church, even to 
the laft. Much had his light fhined in the former 
part of his life, but a peculiar fplendour feemed to 
adorn this bright luminary towards the decline. Nei¬ 
ther the infirmities of body, nor the approach of death, 
forefeen and fek, damped his ardour, but rather caufed 
the flame of holy love and zeal to bum with renewed 
vigour. Inftead of being difeouraged by the thought, 
that he was quitting his place, and another ready to 

fucceed him, he appeared determined to fill up the fhort 

* « 

period, allotted him, in an honourable manner, and, by 
his wife regulations and eameft exhortations, to extend 
his influence even to future ages. How much might be 

N i done 
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done for the advancement of religion, and the profpc- 
rity of the ftate, if all were, like David, faithful and 
diligent, to the utmoft of their abilities! Do you not 
refufe your proper fervice j and fatisfy yourfelves with 
fome paltry excufes for your negleft ? What, though 
you fhould not live to fee the benefit of your labours, 
though you are foon to lie down in the grave, yet 
ceafe not to improve your talents, that others, who 
furvive, may be the better for you; and cipecially be 
concerned to leave a favourable teftimony to the truth 
of God; and fo fhall your name be had in ellimation, 
long after your departure. 

Perhaps he recovered fomewhat of his bodily 
ftrength but, however that be, his mind retained its 
full vigour to the end. We look with reverence on 
the wifdom and piety of the Prophet, as well as on the 
authority of the King, while we obferve him, with 
aftonifhing care and exa&nefs, fettling the order of die 
divine fervice in the temple, and appointing to the 
various officers their attendance and employment*. 
The Jewifh Church reaped die advantage, for many 
ages. And with gratitude we commemorate thofe 
eminent Reformers in the Chriftian Church, who were 
a blefiing in their own times, and from whofe zealous 
exerdons we derive the moft folid benefits, even at this 
day. The Lord has a favour to that people, among 
whom He raifes up men of iiich difldnguifhed gifts, 
of fuch unfhaken fortitude and unremitting diligence, 
to plead His caufe* and to promote the intcreft of re¬ 
ligion. 

• t Chron. xxiu.—xxvii. 

The 



DAVID. 


181 

The venerable lung, when about to take his leave 
of the world, afiembled together the princes, the cap¬ 
tains of the army, and the heads df all the nation, that 
he might publicly declare to them the will of God 
concerning Solomon’s focceflion and the building of the 
temple, and imprefs his parting admonition upon them 
with a peculiar folemnity and weight*. His addrefs 
upon that occafion is an indubitable proof of the 
(Irength of his faith, aqd of his ardent defires to elta- 
blilh the knowledge and the worfhip of God among 
his fubjedls. He flood up before them, not a (Turning 
the pomp and the (late of majefty, but rather as a 
preacher of righteoufnefs and as a meflenger of the Lord; 
that he might teflify his’ own eameftnefs and fix their at¬ 
tention. He acquainted them with the defign, which 
he himfclf had formed, of erecting a magnificent houfe 
for the adminiftration of God’s fervice, and with the 
revelation he had received, over-ruling his purpofe, de¬ 
puting Solomon to that work, and promifing to fecure 
the kingdom to his pofterity. He charged them, there¬ 
fore, to adhere fteadfaflly to God, as they expe&ed the 
continuance of His favour: and then, in die prefence 
of them all, he called upon Solomon to devote him- 

felf to this heart-fearching God, ft without partiality 

• • 

and without hypocrify,” and to proceed with faithfol- 
ne(s and vigour to the execution of the ta(k affigned 
him. For his direction and affifeance, he delivered to 
him an exaft defcription of the various parts of the tem¬ 
ple, as communicated from heaven, and fupplied him 

* i Chron. xxviii. and xxix. 

N ? 
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with hnmenfe trcafures for the building and the furni¬ 
ture. Difficult as this undertaking might appear to 
one fo young as Solomon, his pious father encouraged 
him by the confideration of the divine promifes, which 
engaged for his completion of it; and with much energy 
he requeued the elders before him to lend their influence 
and fupport. Having fet them the example, he was 
the more likely to prevail in calling upon them to 
confecrate fome portion of their fubftance to the 
Lord. 

The whole company, being inftantly fired with the 
fame holy fervour, contributed with an aftonifhing 
liberality. This was done, “ not grudgingly or of 
neceffity,” but of a ready mind and with great gladnefs 
of heart, as if they accounted it a privilege to promote 
the work. The zeal of the people gave freih anima¬ 
tion and delight to their aged monarch, and con- 
ftrained him to break forth, „ before the numerous 
aflembly, into the moft lively and devout acknowledg¬ 
ments “ for the exceeding grace of God in them.'’ 
He took no praife to himfelf; he paid no vain com¬ 
pliments to them, but with pious admiration celebrated 
the divine goodnefs in putting fuch an honour upon 
them. With warmeft gratitude he bowed before the 
Lord, adoring Him as the fupreme. Almighty, fove- 
reign proprietor of all, and aferibing to Him both their 
abundance and their defire to ufc it for His glory. 
He was not only thankful for the holy joy, which they 
then felt, but he poured out his foul in ardent fupplica¬ 
tion, that they might be preferved in the fame difpo- 
fition, and never depart from the fervice of their God. 

In 
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In a particular iqanncf he pr?ycd» tfi^t Solqjpqn fpjght 
continue in a faithful adherence to his duty, apd 
his truft with fidelity, Prpb^bly, tfie /fyeqty-feqnjl 
pfalm was written for tlfis occfdion, Th^rejn the de- 
vout father implored and pre$£ted thp bleflipg qf Gqd 
upon his fop, and with a liyply faith looked forward, 
beyond the profperoua reign of Solomon, tp the in¬ 
finitely fuperior advantages of the government of Mef- 
fiah, who was to defeend from his family, ffe then 
called upon the whole congregation to join in the wor- 
fhip. Accordingly, with one heart and voice they 
praifed the Loid God of Ifrael: and, having done this, 
they exprefled their reverence alfo for their pious and 
beloved king. Very numerous facrifices were offered 
to Heaven; a lacred fedival was obferved; Solomon 
was again anointed to his office; and the regal authoj icy 
refigned to him. 

The effett of this folemnity upon the minds of the 
people mult have been great and lading. They could 
not, furely, but be forcibly imprcfled in favour of re¬ 
ligion, when they faw fuch an amiable pattern of it in 
the mod exalted dation, and heard fo drong a tedi- 
mony of its reality and excellence from his lips, who 
was then quitting the world. David had fallen, and 
diihonoured the cayfe of God; but he had been fpared 
to exhibit full proofs of his recovery; and now elpeci- 
ally, at the cjofe of life, after a long courfe of deadfad 
obedience, he fhone brighter than ever.—An example 
of this kind, in the circumdances here deferibed, can¬ 
not fail of being a public and an* extenfive bleffing. 
Who can withftand its influence? 

N 4 
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But how are we ourfelves affefted by it? What 

0 

conclufion do we draw from this tranfattion ? Is it for 

9 

kings and prophets only, to be zealous for God? Are 
not we alfo concerned, in our relpedive places, to 
promote the advancement of truth and righteoufneis ? 
Particularly, if we are foon to refign our poft, fhould 
we not be anxious to give an 6pen atteftation of our 
principles to thofe, who lhall furvive us ? Our friends 
and relations will then liften to us with peculiar atten¬ 
tion ; and our dying behaviour may confirm them in 
the love and practice of every good word and work. 
A real regard for the glory of God, and an eager de¬ 
fire to fave the fouls of our fellow-creatures, (the no- 
bleft motives which can adluate'the human heart!) will 
make us endeavour to extend our influence beyond 
our own fhort exiftence, and add an uncommon force 

A 

and eloquence to our exhortations in our lall mo¬ 
ments. 

Shall we not be felicitous for the belt interefts of 
the dear children, who are about to Hand in our place, 
and for the continuance of the knowledge of God in 
our families? The little ftrength, which ficknefs or 
old age may leave us, will be well employed in charg¬ 
ing them, by every confideration, fteadfaftly to main¬ 
tain the profelfion of true godlinefs, and in praying for 

their eftablifliment and perfeverance. 

• # • 

A magnificent temple was to be railed, which called 

« 9 0 

for the mod liberal exertions of David and his fub- 
jefts. And are there no works of piety, which demand 

a a ■ 

pur charitable afiiftance l Are we ready, according to 
our ability, to contribute to the due adminiftration of 

the 
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the divine ordinances, to the fupport and propagation 
of the Gofpel ? Ah! where is our boafted love to 
God, if we determine that out religion ihail coft us 
nothing? It will be to no purpofe to exhdrt others 
“ to confecrate their fervice to die Lord,’* if we our- 
felves are backward to do the fame. Our own ex¬ 
ample will be the moft pe’rfuafivc argument to enforce 
the duty. While we are “ ready to diftribute, willing 
to communicate,” many around us, who are witnefles 
of our ardour, may catch the holy fire, and unite their 
zealous endeavours to promote the honour of God. 
But let us render the facrifice of a devoted heart, not 
from conftrairit, but “ becaufe we have fet our affec¬ 
tion to the houfe of our* God.” Nor let any pre*» 
fume to make an oftentatious dilplay of their libera¬ 
lity, as if they had a meritorious claim to the divine 
favour. For “ who hath firft given to Him, and it 
fhall be recompenfed unto him again?” Learn from 
David to bow with deepeft humiliation before the 
Lord of Hods, to lay your fervices at His feet, and 
to afciibe it to His diftinguifhing mercy, that you 
poffefs the defire, as well as the ability, to be ufefuL 
In this way only, your offerings will be acceptable. 
You fhould fay, then, f‘ Of him, and through him, 
and to liim are all things*.” You fhould alfo rejoicd 
to fee others brought under the influence of the fame 
grace: every fuch inftance fhould fill your foul with 
admiring gratitude to God, who is pleafed to take out 
of our apoflate race ** a people for his name.” O let 
ps pray, that He would confirm the thing that He has 

f Rosa. xi. 35, 36, 

yrought^ 
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wrought* and “ keep it for ever in the imagination of 
the thoughts of the heart of his people, and prepare 
their heart unto himfelf!” 

When David more evidently perceived his difiolu- 
tion approaching, (till anxious for the profperity of 
IfraeJ, prefled upon his fon Solomon, in private, a 
ferious and fixed attention to religion and to the im¬ 
portant duties of his ftation, as the only way, in which 
he could expert the continuance of the Lord’s favour *. 
He gave him alfo feme directions, of political expedi¬ 
ency, for the regulation of his conduct toward certain 
perfons, who would be near him. He recommended 
to his friendfhip and patronage the fons of Barzillai, in 
grateful remembrance of the kindnefs he had received 
from that family. But he warned him of Joab, as a 
dangerous and impious character, and charged him to 
punUh that infolent, murderous, and difaffeCted leader 
pf his armies, who had long deferved to die for his 

o 

pumcrous crimes, and whom David himfelf had fpared 
through a blaraable timidity. Shimei was alfo pointed 
out to him as a profane wretch, who could not be 
trufted, and who had merited the fevereft vengeance 
fpr curfing the king in the day of his calamity. David, 
indeed, had promifed with an oath not to put the laft 
Offender to death; but his fucccflbr was not bound by 
that prcwnife. Prohably, Shimei continued to manifeft 
ft feditiaus fpjrit, which might make it necefiary for 
the fepurity of government to watch his movements, 
and which, David might forefeet would foon give oc- 

cafion to " Bring down his hoary head to the grave 

% 

• i Kings ii. x, &c. 
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with blood.” This was in faft die cafe, as the fellow- 
ing reign will inform us. 

Such a representation of the matter, which is fair 
and confident, will fufficiendy obviate the charge, that 
David in his dying moments evinced a malevolent, 
Sanguinary, and revengeful difpofition. Nothing more 
can properly be drawn from the hiftory, than that he 
was influenced by a regard to national juftice and the 
welfr.re of the people, whomhe was then leaving in truft 
wirh an inexperienced youth. Various commands and 
adtions are expedient, and even neccflary in a magis¬ 
trate, which in a private perfon might be condemned 
as cruel and malicious. Unlefs we could difeem the 
inward principles of thofe. Who are placed in a public 
ftation, we are very incompetent to decide on many 
parts of dieir conduit. “ Let every man prove his 
own work;” and let thofe, who are forward to oen- 
fure the king of Ifrael, not dare to juftify what is 
evidently wrong in their own tempers or practice, but 
“ judge therafelves, that they be not judged of the 
Lord.” 

If we would form a fair opinion of this man of God 
in the clofe of life, we fhould accompany him at 
that folemn feafon, when he is faid to have uttered His 
" laft words*.” His dying fentiments are recorded; 
and they were delivered under the immediate and pow¬ 
erful influence of the Holy Ghoft. Not afhamed of 
his mean original, he commemorated the divine good- 
nefs, which took him from an obfeure. family, and 
fixed him in a moft diftinguilhed rank, both in the 

• 2 Sam. xxiii. 1—7. 
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Church and State. “ He was raifed up on high, the 
anointed of the God of Jacob, and the fweet Pfalmift 
of I fra el.” Fofr he had been employed, not only in 
die affairs of government, but in providing facred 
fbngs for the public fervice of the temple. He fuf- 
tained die character of a Prophet as well as of a 
Prince; and therefore he aflerted, that he had been 
favoured with remarkable communications from hea¬ 
ven, and had declared only what the Spirit of the Lord 
revealed to him. Gn one particular fubjeft the Lord 
God had given him the cleareft information, difcover- 
ing to him the dignity, the offices, the falvation of 
that glorious Perfonage, the Mefliah, whofe coming 
he then predicted, and from whom he profefled to 
derive all his comforts, and expectations*. He re- 
prcfented this exalted Deliverer, as the King of Zion, 
who ihould " judge the world in righteoufnefs,” “ the 
Juft One, ruling in the fear of God,” or bringing men 
to a ftate of holy obedience, He defcribed the effeCt 
of His appearance by the enlivening influence of the 
fun, which with its unequalled fplendour difperfes the 
darknefs, and cheers univerfal nature; and by the re¬ 
novation of the face of the earth, which the refrefhing 
fhowers produce in a dry feafon. The venerable pro¬ 
phet, therefore, fixed his lafl and moft eameft regard 
on the Saviour, rejoicing in the grace, which is trea- 
fured up ip Him, and which is fecured by the foongeft 

* Hie paflage has been generally allowed to be a fall and ex- 
prefi prophecy cf the Savioer; and this explanation has been ably 
vindicated by Biftop Chandler, ,in his Defence of Chriftiinity, 
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and moft inviolable engagements of God himfelf He 
experienced much diftrefs from his children, and pro¬ 
bably forelaw dreadful confufion among his pofterity: 
yet he teftified his firm confidence, that the Lord 
would not withdraw his kindnefs from him, but fulfil 
that everlafting Covenant, of which he had been per¬ 
mitted to partake. Of this Covenant, as the bafis of 
all intercourle between God and finners, he exprefied 
his high efteem, declaring it* to be complete and un¬ 
alterable, the ground of all his dependence, and the 
objeCt of his warmeft affections. It is ** ordered in all 
things, and fure,” faid the dying faint j “ it is all my 
falvation, and all my defire.” His hopes might leem 
to be checked by the very flow progrefs he had made 
in the divine life, or by the diftance of time, through 
which he looked to the incarnation of the Redeemer: 
yet a belief of the faithfulnefs and love of God dif- 
perfed his fears *. He concluded his teftimony with a 
defeription of the character and deltruCtion of ungodly 
men. He had feen his own throne eftablilhed; and 
he was confident that the kingdom of Jeius muff prof* 
per, in fpite of all oppofidon. Such as refute to liib- 
mit are " fons of Belial,” worthlefr and vexatious, 
like the thorns, which are caff away, fit only to he 
burned: and the fire of the wrath of God awaits 
them. 

* “ Although he make it not to grow," r. 5, may be onderftood 
in either of thefe fenfes; the grace of the Covenant had not been 
in a vigorous Hate within him ; or “ the Mcflenger and Surety of 
the Covenant” was not foon to appear. 

Here, 
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Here, then* we have a decided proof, that he died 
tinder the influence of the Holy Ghoft, in an exercile 
of faith and hope, the moft glorious that can be con¬ 
ceived. To fuch cafes as this we are not afraid to 
appeal, for a full attellation of the reality and excellence 
of religion. It is no “ cunningly devifed fable” of 
impoftora, no pleafing dream of vifionaries and enthu- 
iiafts. There » that in it, which can take away every 
bitter ingredient in affli&ion, and infpire confidence 
and joy in the near profpect of death and eternity. Is 
this bleflednds what wc have attained ? Can we meet 
©ur laft enemy with the fame tranquillity and courage ? 
We feel the approaches of our difiohition: do we not 
enquire, What will fupport us in it? What will ena¬ 
ble us to triumph over it? 

We fhall learn from the king of Ifrael, that no 
elevation of rank, no outward fplendour mil then bear 
up the mindj nor will the recollection of the moft 
eminent fcrvices, we have performed, be a firm ground 
of reliance: but the knowledge of the Sen of God, and 
a ekar view of our inter eft in “ the everlafting Cove¬ 
nant” will make us more than conquerors. What 
fbould caft down the Believer ? Not his perfonal, nor 
his doitrcftic troubles, not even his fhame and diftrefs 
for his mifcanduCt and dccknfions. Let the merciful 
engagements of God in Chrift be properly appre¬ 
hended and refted in, and it will be no prefumption 
fbt him to rejoice. Have we, then, confidered the 
Saviour, According to this exalted defeription of him ? 
Are we convinced of th#equity of his government, and 
beitome hi? obedient fubjcCls ? Have we felt the 

cheering 
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cheering beams of this “ Sun of Rigtaeoufiiefi ?** 
Have the refrefhing Ihowere of his grace given Kfe and 
vigour to our fbub ? He, to whom 'David looked 
forward through a period of a thoufaftd year!, fdta 
now appeared, and « confirmed the Covenant.” Can 
unbelief itfelf require a ftronger bafis of hope and 
c’xpeftation ? Have we “ taken hold of this Cove*- 
nant ?” How, theft, do We efteem it ? Do we ad¬ 
mire it, as “ ordered in all thirds,” " perfect and 
entire, wanting nothing?” And can we credit its pro* 
ihifes, as “ lure ?” Is this our whole dependence to* 
wards God ? And is it die defire of our hearts, that 
we may continue to enjoy its bleffings upon earth* and 
obtain die completion of them in heaven ? This 
would be indeed to refcmble die dying Patriarch. But 
how numerous are “ the tons of Belial!” O fear to 
be found in the company of thole, who ire dttafic&ed 
to the interefts of the Prince of peace. Ah! what ag¬ 
gravated ruin aWaits them! Their violent tempers 
may now threaten to wound thofe who lhall refill 
them, like the fharp-pqineed thorns j but the eketu* 
tioners of the divine vengeance lhall be firffidierttiy 
armed to deftrOy them, and (hall “ bind them hi bun¬ 
dles to bum them.” 

This eminent fervarft of God, we have fern* tad 
been oblfchrtfd by many a dark cloud, bat at hd: hit 
foflWeht dOwn wnhtmcomWdh fpkridUW. «' He died 
in a good old age, foil of days, riches, and honour*.” 
** After he Had lerved his own generation ty the will of 

a 

• 1 Cbron. xxix. 28. 

God, 



192 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

I 

God, he fell on fleep, and was laid unto his fathers, 
and law corruption*.” In his life he had been actuated 
by an uniform regard to the will and the glory of God, 
while he ftudied to promote the belt interefts of his 
people; and his end was in peace: the good man dofed 
his day of labour with compofure and ferenity, juft as 
the wearied go to reft. Great and ufeful as he had 
been, he was not exempted from the ftroke of death; 
but, like all his fathers before him, he experienced the 
original fentence againft fin, “ Duft thou art, and unto 
duft fhalt thou return.” Such is the conclufton of all 
human grandeur. Kings as well as beggars muft lie 
down in the grave, and fee corruption. Let us not 
covet thofe envied diftin&ions, which we muft foon 
refign, but feek for that true excellency of charafter, 
which, alone will accompany us into the eternal world. 
Let us turn from the confiderarion of David to a fe- 
rious examination of ourfelves. Are we ferving God 
in our generation, as this illuftrious Prophet did ? Or 
have we the lame blefled confidence, that we lhall 
4C behold the face of God in righteoufhefs, and be fa- 
tisfied, when we awake with His likenefsf?” The 
time of our departure cannot be far diftant. May we 
<( give diligence to make our calling and election lure, 
and count not our lives dear unto us, fo that we may 
finifb our courfe with joy, and receive the promife of 
eternal inheritance, among the faints in lightl” Amen. 

k * Afts xiii. 36. f PfikL xni. 15. 
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A TYPE OF CHRIST. 

S$CT. 7 . 

i 

David, a preacher and infpired writer—bis pjalms, pre- 
diblions of Cbriji—bis imprecations—confidered as a type 
of MeJJiab, who was called by the fame name, and born 
in the fame town—a Jhepberd—appointed of God to the 
kingdom—long oppofed—reproached and perfecuted — 
under fpiritual defertion—bead of the heathen, as well 
as of all IJrael—ruled in righteoufnefs—regulated the 
divine fervice—pardoned enemies, and punifhed the ob- 
ftinately rebellious—confirmed in the kingdom by Cove - 
nant—yet far inferior to the Saviour. 

The life and character of David are of fuch pecu¬ 
liar eminence in the facred writings, that they demand 
a large (hare of attention in thefe practical obferva- 
tions. It will appear, that he was much honoured of 
God, if we remark the very high exaltation to which 
he rofe, the continual prote&ion and fupport he re¬ 
ceived from heaven, and the extenfive conquefls and 
dominion bellowed upon him. Nor did thefe confli- 
tute his chief glory: we admire the exceeding grace 
of God in his fpiritual attainments; and when we 
confider the depth of his contrition, the ftrength of his 
faith, the fervour of his love, the activity of his obe¬ 
dience, we are not afraid to affert, that, in this fenfe, 

Vql. II, *0 “he 
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he found favour before God,” and was “ a man after 
his own heart*.” 

In another view*alfo,*we look up to him with vene¬ 
ration, as a preacher of righteoufnels, a prophet of the 
Lord, and one of the infpired authors of the holy 
feriptures. His poetical compofitions evince the fub- 
limity of his genius: but they are to be regarded as 
fuperior to the productions of mere human abilities j 
for they are “ the word of God:” it was “ the Holy 
Ghoft, who fpake by the mouth of David f.” Thefe 
divine hymns were intended, not for inftruftion only, 
but as models of prayer and praife for the Church nn 
all ages, to aflift us in our private addreffes to God, 
and to enliven our public devotions. Many things, 
indeed, will be found in them, as might be expe&ed, 
unfuitable to our cafe, fince our circumftances widely 
differ from his. But they exhibit an excellency of 
character, which we Ihould ftudy to imitate. Perhaps, 
their principal recommendation is, that they contain 
fuch glorious predictions concerning the Saviour of the 
world. Some have thought, that they all have a re¬ 
ference to Chrift; but, not to infill on this opinion, a 
large part of them confeffedly belong to Him. Even 
where there mull be a literal application to David, we 
are compelled to feek for a much nobler fenfe, and t q 
fix our regard on the great Redeemer. 

The pfalms deferibe, more clearly than any other 

portion of the old tellament. Him who was to come, 

“ the confolation of Ifrael.” There we perceive the 

# 

• Afti vii. 46. xiii. **. f AAii.16. 

high 



D A V t O. 


* 9 $ 

high dignity and myfterious perfon of Chrift, who is 
David’s Lord as well as David’s Son, and who, as the 
fupreme God, demands the love, truft, and worfhip of 
his people. We learn what offices He fuftains for 
them, and behold him as their Prophet, Prieft, and 
King, their Shepherd, Hulband, Leader, and Intercef- 
for. We view him in all the different ftages of his hu¬ 
miliation, affuming our nature, making his abode on 
the earth in circumftances of unparalleled meannels, 
contempt, perfecution, and mifery, and at laft clofing 
his fuffering life by an ignominious and painful death. 
The very manner, in which he was to be betrayed, 
mocked, fcourged, crucified, is pointed out with an 
aftonilhing exadtnefs. We hear the derifions of his 
enemies, and his own hAvy. complaints, when he was 
hanging on the crofs. We are led with him to the 
grave i but we alfo obferve him rifing from the dead, 
before he faw corruption. His return to the higheft 
heavens, with a complete triumph over the powers of 
darkneis, is accurately defcribedj and we are warned 
to look for his fecond advent, when He ihall judge the 
world in righteoufnefs. 

What a chain of conne&ed and valuable prophecy 
is here! Shall we not praife die condefcenfion of our 
God, • in giving fuch clear information of the grace of 
the Gofpel to his fervant David, and in preferving thefe 
holy records for the confirming of our faidi and en¬ 
livening of oUr hope ? O let us ftudy the pfalms with 
an elpecial regard to Chrift, that we may vitw the Sa¬ 
viour there! And, while we read thefn upon our 

O a knees. 
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knees, let us pray for “ the Spirit of wifdom and re¬ 
velation in the knowledge of Him.” 

But, though David appears to have been elevated in 
his devotions, and favoured with remarkable difcove- 
ries of the charafter, the work, the fufferings, and the 
glory of the Redeemer, it is objefted, that he pofiefled 
a bitter and implacable fpirit againft his oppofersj and 
the imprecations, contained in his own poetical com- 
poiitions, are adduced in fupport of die charge. This 
is an important fubjeftj but our plan will neither re¬ 
quire nor permit us to confider it at large. Yet fome 
things may be fuggefted in reply. It cannot be faid, 
furely, that the preceding hiftory exhibits him as a 
man of a fanguinary, vindicative temper. How many 
proofs are given to the contrdty! Nay, we may ven¬ 
ture to appeal to various pafiages of the pfalms them- 
felves, for an undeniable tellimony of his compaflion, 
lenity, and forgivenefs towards the moft injurious and 

murderous enemies. Thefe obfervations lhould lead 

* 

us to a more favourable conftruftion of fuch parts, as 
wear a different alpeft. There are other folid reafons, 
which incline us fo to interpret the majediftions in 
queftion,'as to vindicate the moral charafter of David. 

The Lord God himfelf prefided as the chief magis¬ 
trate, in the adminiftration of the Jewilh government, 
which has therefore been called a Theocracy, To 
Him the injured fubjeft was taught to look up for re- 
drefs, and from Him the obftinately rebellious were 
warned to- expeft condign punifhment. In this view, 
then, David might appeal to God, entreating Him to 
determine the equity of his caufe by inflifting the 
. 4 threatened 
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threatened penalty on his enemies. This at leaft will 
juftify many of thofe places, in which he appears to 
pour forth bitter curies. Thus he cried in his diftrefs, 
“ Hear the right, O Lord, attend unto my cry, give 
ear unto my prayer that goeth not out of feigned lips. 
Let my fentence come forth from thy prefence: let 
thine eyes behold the things that are equal 

It has often been urged, that, by fuppofing a change 
in the mode of Ipeech, which is ufpal in the Hebrew 
language f, the imprecations are no other than predic¬ 
tions of evil. The molt calamitous events, then, which 

feem to be defired and prayed for, may be only fore- 

* 

told as about to happen: % and when it is faid, cc Let it 
be thus done,” it may be fairly tranflated, at leaft in 
many places, “ It lhall be fo accomplifhed.” Such 
declarations do not imply, that the Ipeaker or the 
writer really wilhed for thofe events, or felt any impa¬ 
tience, malice, or reveftge. Otherwife, we muft 
charge thefe deteftable tempers upon the mofl holy 
men, at the very time when the Spirit of God refted on 
them in an eminent degree. They uttered what was 
agreeable to His will, and by that particular form of 
' Ipeech might defign to teftify their obedient acquief- 
cence in it, even though extremely affiidtive to them- 

felvcs. Let it be allowed, then, tliat David, as a 
* 

prophet, wrote under die divine infpiration, and all 
objections againft his moft tremendous curfes muft be 

removed. For who are we, that we Ihould prefume 

# 

• Pfal. xvii. 1 , 2 . 

t By the figure Enallacv, the imperative mood may be ufed for 
• the future tenfe of the indicative. 
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to cavil with the denunciations of Jehovah? . ft is 

evident, that this is a fair ftatement of the cafe, becaufe 
fome of the moft offenfive paffages in the pfalms are 
In the new tcftament afcribed to the Holy Ghoft. 
Compare Pfal. lxix. 25, and cix. 8, with A&s, i. 16, 

ao.-Thefe imprecations, therefore, cannot be 

pleaded in defence of angry and malicious words, 
fmce they are no patterns for our imitation, being de¬ 
livered on extraordinary occafions, and by One fuL 
taining an extraordinary character. 

In many of them, the Lord Jefus Chrift, the pro- 
mifcd Mcfliah, is the chief fpeakcr; and He himfelf, 
as the fupreme and righteous^ Judge, paiTes fentence on 
his enemies, and demands their deftrudtion. Thus it 
is He, rather than David, who fays concerning thofe, 
who <f gave him gall for his meat and in. his third: 
gave him vinegar to drink,’' “ Pour out thine indigna¬ 
tion upon them, and let thy wrathful anger take hold 
of diem“ Let this be the reward of mine adverfaries 
from the Lord, and of them that (peak evil of my 
foul And fhall we dare to quarrel with his deci- 
fions ? It becomes us to confefs their equity, “ Even 
fo. Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are thy 
judgments f ! ,f 

Ic is certain, diat David was an eminent type of 
Chrift; and that he frequendy fpake, as concerning 
himfelf, what was applicable only to the great antitype. 
Tins obfervation, which is not controverted, opens a 
pew field of enquiry. It would, indeed, be contrary 
to our plan, to enter largely into it j but, as the fqb- 
* Pfal. lxix. ax. 2+. cix. 20. + Rfv. xvi. 7. 
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jed is highly interefting, and as it may tend to illus¬ 
trate many paflages in the pfalms and prophecies, we 
. cannot wholly pafs it by. May w£ difcover more of 
the glory and grace of our Redeemer from every frcfh 
reprefentation of him} and, while we are looking at the 
figure, may we perceive and admire the excellency of 
the divine Original! 

In the old teftament the Mefliah is pointed out to 
us by the name of David, not merely becaufe it was 
defigned, that in his human nature he fhould defeend 
from the fame family, but becaufe he Ihould refemble 
that illuftrious Progenitor. The bleflings of redemp¬ 
tion are therefore called “ the fure mercies of David V 
For die fame reafon alfo, long after that Prince was 
laid in the dull, it was declared, that die nation fhould 
be recovered from their captivity, and “ ferve the 
Lord dieir God and David their King f.” The new 
tellament, which is careful to affert the completion of 
the old, introduces to our view the glorious Perfonagc 
promifed to the Jews, as the fon and fuccellbr of their 
ancient ruler. Thus the Angel Gabriel announces 
his approach, ** The Lord God fhall give unto him 
the throne of his father David J.” 

We fhall enquire, then, briefly, of what fort this 
typical refemblance is, and what inftru&ion we may 
derive from it. We fhall not, indeed, infift on every 
inftance of likenefs, which a fruitful fancy might 
imagine, but touch only cm thofe points, which are 

clear and generally allowed. It might feem too trifling 

• 

• Ifa. Iv. 3. t J«- xxx. 9. Ezek. xxxiv. 23, 24. xxxvii. 
24, 25. Hof. iiL 5. | Luke, i. 32. 

O 4 t® 



400 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

to mention, that the very fame place, the town of 
Bethlehem, gave birth to “ the offspring of David,” 
as well as to the 1 diftinguifhed anceftor. But even. 
this circumftance was the fubjed of an exprefs pro¬ 
phecy, and effeded by a very lingular interpofition of 
Providence*. Perhaps, alfo, it deferves our notice, 
that David in his original employment as a fhepherd, 
prefigured the Saviour, For while he flew the lion 
and the bear, in the defence of his flock f> he exhibit¬ 
ed a ftriking reprefentation of “ the good fhepherd,” 
who fleeth not when he feeth the wolf coming, nor 
leaveth the fheep to his aflaults, but, rather than one 
of them fhould perifh, layeth down his life for 
tliemj. How great is His condefcenfion, in under¬ 
taking their caufe ! How perfed thejr fecurity, who 
confide in His care! 

The fon of Jefle was appointed of God to his high 
office, and confecrated to it with the holy oil. The 
cafe of our exalted Leader is the fame. Though, in 
his external appearance, mean “as a root out of a 
dry ground,” He was fet apart for his work in the 
counfels of Heaven from eternity, ** chofen of God,” 
confecrated by the Spirit, and thus “ anointed with 
the oil of gladnefs above his fellows §.” Such is the 
defeription given of him by the Father, who demands 
our attention to him on this ground ||. Herein we 
perceive the eminent qualifications of “ Mefliah the 
Prince,” and admire the harmony of the three Perfons, 
concerting and accomplifhing the plan of Redemption. 

• Mic. v. a. Luke, ii. i, -—6. f i Sant. xvii. 36. 

? Jojui* Xt 1 i-r-15. • $ PfaL *lv. 7, || Ifa, xlii. r. 
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We confefs our obligations to obey Him, who comes 
to reign over us; “ for Him hath^God the Father 
fealed V* 

David was defigned for the kingdom, and the de¬ 
cree, to eftablifh him in it, was publifhed many years 
before he received the fulJ poflfcflion.. He had to pals 
through a feries of painful and complicated trials, in 
order to attain the promife. Thus alfo the acceflion 
of Jefus to the dominion Intended for him was long 
oppofed. Though the Lord God had declared his 
fixed determination, to “ fet his King upon his holy 
hill of Zion f,” He chofe to permit various attempts, 
repugnant to his purpofe, find “ to make the Captain 
of our falvation perfect through fufferingsj.” The 
man after God’s own heart is exhibited, through a 
confiderable portion of his life, in a ftate of reproach, 
perfecution, and di ft refs, But all comparifon fails, 
when we advert to the cafe of Him, who in his hu¬ 
miliation was more affixed than any other, “ a man 
of forrows, and acquainted with grief §.” Yet a fimi- 
litude in certain points muft be allowed. 

The expectations of David probably expofed him 
to many envious cenfures. His own kindred, in par¬ 
ticular, reviled him, as afting from ambitious views 
and other corrupt principles. When firft he difcover- 
ed his eminent abilities, “ I know thy pride, and the 
naughtinefs of thy heart,” was the flanderous and cruel 
fpeech of his elder brother ||. We remember Jefus 
alfo, coming under the very fame malicious charges 


John, vi. 27. f Pfal. ii-6. J Hcb. ii. 10, $ Ifa. liii, 3. 

U 1 Sam. xvii. 28. 
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from his near relations according to the flelh. When 
his divine power was manifefted in his miracles, they 
fuggefted, that lie courted the public notice, and aim¬ 
ed at popularity, “ feeking to be known openly.” “ If 
thou do tliefe things,” faid they, " Ihew thyfelf to the 
world.” “ For neither did his brethren believe in 
him Shall the followers of Chrift, then, wonder 
or dagger in their minds, when they meet with fneers 
and contempt ? “ If they have called the Mafter of 
the houfe Beelzebub, how much more (hall they call 
them of his houfeholdf ?” Nay, we are taught to ex¬ 
pert this very treatment from thofe, with whom we 
are moft intimately connected 

In the very long perfection, which David endured 
from the rage and tyranny of Saul, we perceive a re- 
femblance of “ the holy child Jefus, againft whom 
both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and 
the people of Ifrael, were gathered together He, 
whom the Lord intended to fet upon the throne of 
Ifrael was obliged to fly for his life from place to place, 
and to hide himfelf in the dens and caves of the earth j 
fo that, to appearance, be was often on the very point 
of periftiing. Herein he reprefented the glorious Per- 
fon, to whom the univerfal kingdom belongs. For He 
alfo wandered from town to town, and very frequently, 
to avoid the violence of his adverfaries, concealed 
himfelf from them, and efcaped from dieir fury, only 
by a miraculous flightH. Ah! who lhall dare to 

t 

• John, vii. 3—5. + Matt, x. 25. t x. 36. § Atfs, 

»y. *7* II Luke, iv. 30. John, viii 59.x. 39. 
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complain of outward tribulations, with fuch examples 
as thefe before his eyes ? 

The ground of the oppolition was the fame in both 
cafes; an apprehenfion, that the eftablifhed govern¬ 
ment was in danger. Saul confidered the fon of Jefle 
as his rival: Herod alfo fufpefted, that his power 
would be fubverted by Him, “ who was born king of the 
Jews* and there were thofc who fuggefted to Pilate, 
that the claims of Jefus would effectually ruin the in- 
terefts of the Roman Emperors f. The conClufion in 
each inftance was falfe and invidious. And let not 
holy men in any age or country be furpiHfed, if their 
defigns be mifreprefented in the very fame way, and 
they be reproached as “ troublers of Ifrael,” or as 
“ turning the world upfide down J.” 

David alfo met with formidable refinance from other 
quarters. Not to mention the hoftile attempts of the 
Philiftines, the Ammonites, and the Syrians, it will 
be recollected that his own nation remained for a long 
time difaffeCted towards him, and feemed ready to 
join in every confpiracy and rebellion againft him. 
Some, who had profefled a' ftrong attachment to him, 
fbrfook his caufe; and One in particular, who had 
been a partner of his counfels, and Iris familiar com¬ 
panion, proved a traitor, and fought his deftruCtion. 
Thefe were painful circumftances indeed. But they 
exhibit, though in a faint manner, the oppofition againft 
Mefliah. Not only have the Gentiles been averfe to His 
government, but when ** he came unto his own, his 

• Matt. ii. 2, &c. t John,xU. 12. J 1 Kings, xviii. 17. 
Afb, xviL 6. 
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own received him not*.” His citizens hated him, 
and fent a meflage after him, faying, “We will not 
have this man to reign over us f.” A murderer was 
preferred to the Prince of life; and " Not this man, 
but Barabbas,” was the general cry Many, who 
had favoured him, exclaimed f “ Crucify him, crucify 
lum.” Even his feleCt company of friends did not 
continue fteadfaft, but fled from him §. One cfpecially 
who had been a near attendant upon his perlon, en- 
trulled with his counfels, of a character cxadtly fimilar 
to that of Ahitophel, a bafe apoftate, betrayed him into 
the hands of his enemies |j. It will not be overlooked, 
that the execrable wickednefs of Judas is dcfcribed, 
and his awful fcntencc denounced, in thofe very 
pfalms, which might be originally compofed with a 
reference to AhitophelWe admire the meeknefs 
and fubmiflion of David in his deepeft afflictions; but 
Jefus, more* than any odier Example, will teach us to 
“ poffefs our fouls in patience,” and to fay, “ The cup 
which my father hath given me, fhall I not drink 
it** ?” Ah ! how little have we learned to fufFer as 
becometh Cliriftians! 

David received, in fome of his heavieft trials, a 
large meafure of divine confolations. But there were 
fcafons of darknefs, in which his foul was difmaycd, 
when he complained unto God, as one utterly aban¬ 
doned \and abhorred. We behold the Saviour alfb, 
though ever dear to God, under fpiritual defertion, 
and overwhelmed with the dread of his Father’s wrath. 


• John.i. ii. 

§ Matt. xxvi. 56. 


f Luke, xix. 14. 

|| xxvi. 14, 48. 

•• John, xviii. 11 


{ John xviii. 40. 
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In that moft tremendous fituation, the Son of David 
cried out in the words of his progenitor, <c My God* 
my God, why haft thou forfaken me*?” The 
children of God may fometimes be in a fimilar cafe, 
and adopt the fame expreflions of diftrefs. But both 
thefe inftances will inftrutft us, that, though “ weep¬ 
ing may endure for a night, joy cometh in the morn¬ 
ing f.” Let us look to the end, nor refufe to “ fuffer 
with Jefus, that we may Ije alfo glorified together.” 

David was a man of war, and the leader of the ar¬ 
mies of Ifrael. He ftood forth as an undaunted 
champion in their caufe, and conducted them from one 
glorious conqueft to another. He alone dared to en¬ 
ter the lifts, and maintairf a lingle combat againft the 
proud Goliath. Not indeed by human means, or by 
mere ftrengch of arm, but “ in the name of the 
Lord,” He fought, overcame, and deftroyed the in- 
fulting foe. At length he faw the perfecting Saul 
removed, the Philiftincs fubdued, and all the neigh¬ 
bouring nations either defolated, or made tributary to 
him. Thofe, who had prefumed to confpire againft 
him, were utterly defeated, and covered with confufion. 
Thus, “ after he had patiently endured, he obtained 
the promife,” and poftefled a very extenfive dominion. 
He was conftituted fupreme governor of all the tribes 
of Ifrael, and, in a fenfe alfo, <£ the head of the hea¬ 
then fince many of them profefied allegiance to 
him. 

Such was the type, which exhibits^ manifeft re- 
femblance of Him, who “ is given for a Leader and 

• Mai. xxii. i. Matt, xxrii. 46. + Pfal. y.xx. 5. t xviii. 43. 
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Commander” to all the fpirltual Ifrael. He is, above 
all others, “ ftrong and mighty in battle.” He has 
lifted up an enfigjh to the people, and encouraged all 
his faithful foldiers with this aflurance, that he will 
go before them, and fight for them. He has under¬ 
taken with his own arm to fubdue the proud ufurper, 
who threatens and terrifies the hofts of Ifrael. He 
has alfo prevailed againft him; for “ through death 
He has deftroyed- him that* had the power of death, 
that is, the Devil We rejoice in the vittory, and 
believe that “ the God of peace will bruife Satan un¬ 
der our feet fhortly f-” 

No refiftance could pofiibly prevent the Saviour 
from taking pofleflion of hfe kingdom. The united 
efforts of Jews and Gentiles did not defeat, but pro¬ 
mote his defign. Even in his crofs, he triumphed 
over all the fchemes of earth and hell} and his loweft 
humiliation prepared the way for his higheft advance¬ 
ment. Juft before his afeenfion to glory, he faid, 
“ All power is given unto me in heaven and in 
earth J.” The Father hath “ fet him at his own 
right hand in the heavenly places, far above all prin¬ 
cipality, and power, and might, and dominion, and 
every name that is named, not only in this world, but 
alfo in that which is to come §.” As yet, indeed, his 
ipiritual government has not attained its utmoft ex¬ 
tent and perfeftion ■, for it is in a ftate of gradual in- 
creafe and improvement Many refiife fubmiffion to 
his yoke. But “ hb people fhall be willing in the 


* litb. ii. 14. 


f Rom. xvi. to. 
i Eph.i. 20, st. 


{ Matt, xxviii. i&. 

day 



day of his power *“ yea, all kings (hall fall down 
before him; all nations lhall ferve himf.” For “ he 
muft reign till he hath put all enemies uhder his feet J.” 
This is that “ root of Jefle, which lhall rile to reign 
over the Gentiles: in Him lhall the Gentiles truft§.” 
The ^rebellious Jews, who Hill perfift in their difaf- 

fettion to him, lhall foon throw down their arms, lhall 

•» 

fue for mercy, and be fubje&ed to his authority. O 
let us pray for the further progrefs of this kingdom ! 

" Gird thy fword upon thy thigh, O moll mighty; 
with thy*glory and thy majefty: And in thy majefty 
ride profperoufiy ||.” 

David’s regal cliarafter is allowed to have been juft 
and upright: and the beneficial effefts of his govern¬ 
ment were felt through every part of the nation^. 
From this view of the comparifon, alfo, “ let the chil¬ 
dren of Zion be joyful in their king.” All his dif- 
penfations are like himfelf, “ holy, and juft, and good.” 
His fubjedts, therefore, will derive the moft valuable 
bleflings from a cordial and unrefervcd fubmiftion to 
him. Should they diflike his appointments, or wilh to 
be excufed > from obedience, they would, at the fame 
time, be enemies to their own intereft. ^ You, then, 
who complain of his conduct towards you, or ccnfure 
his commands as too ftrift and fevere, Underftand nei- 
ther the excellency of his adminiftration, nor the na¬ 
ture of real happinels. We entreat you to bow down 
to our Jefus; for in him is the prophecy fulfilled: 
“ Behold, the days come, faith the Lord, that I will 

* Pfal. cx. 3. f Ixxii. 11. ] : Cor. xv. 25. $ Rom. xv. iz. 

|| Pfal. xlv. 3, 4. ^ a Sam. viii. 1 j. Pfal. Ixxviii. 72. 
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raife unto David a righteous branch, and a King fhali 
feign and profper, and fhail execute judgment and 
juftice in the earth. In his days Judah fhail be laved, 
and Ifrael fhail dwell fafely: and this is his name, 
whereby he fhail be called, the Lord our righte¬ 
ousness*.” 

We have feen the attention of David to the divine 
$ 

fervice. He fixed the due order of the Priefts and 
Levites in their offices, and gave directions for the 
regular obfervance of the facred ordinances. And do 
we not perceive and admire, in our illuftrious Head, 
a fimilar care to promote the comfort and profperity 
of his Church ? He requires our ferious regard to 
his own pofitive inftitutionc, which He has appointed 
** for the perfecting of the faints.” To Him, therefore, 
we are taught to look, as to the great “ mailer of af- 
femblies,” and, in obedience to Him, we fanCtify 
his day, we frequent his houfe, wc celebrate his facra- 
ments, we reverence his faithful minifters, and liften 
to “ the word of reconciliation.” We rejoice alfo, in 
the expectation of his prefence and bleffing; for he 
has faid, “ Lo 1 I am with you alway, even unto the 
end of the world f.” r 

David has* exhibited an amiable pattern in the fbr- 
givenels of his moft violent oppofers. But, though 
he wifhed not their deftruCtion, their continued difaf- 
feCtion made \t. ncceflary to infliCt the l'evercft punifh- 
jnents. Such alfo is the government of Jefiis, He 
* c defireth not the death of a finner, but rather that he 
may turn from his wickednefs and live.” He weeps 

• Jer.xxiii. 5,6. + Matt, xxviii. 20. . 

over 
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over the moft obdurate, entreats them to be recon¬ 
ciled, and offers them a full and free pardon, upon 
their unfeigned fubmiflion to him. • But let not the * 
rebellious, who perfift in their contempt of him, pre- 
fume upon impunity. f< His enemies fhall lick the 
duff: He will deftroy them that hate him: He will 
break them with a rod of iron: He will dafli them in 
pieces like a potter’s veffcl.” How forcible, then, is 
the application to every oge of us, “ Kifs the Son, left 
He be angry, and ye perifh from the way, when his 
wrath is kindled but a little. Bleffed are all they that 
put their truft in him 

The Lord God eftabliihed the covenant of royalty 
with David, and, by expfefs promife, cniured to his 
family the poffeffion of the throne of Judah f. This 
was emblematical of “ the everlafting Covenant,” 
which the Father has been pleafed to make with his 
Son Jefus Chrift, for the perpetuity of His kingdom 
through all generations. Such is the gracious decla¬ 
ration, addreffed, indeed, to David as the type, but 
in words which are fuitable only to the great antitype; 

“ My mercy will I keep for him for evermore, and 
my covenant fhall ftand faft with him. His feed alfo 
will I make to endure for ever, and his throne as the 
days of heaveh J.” Here, then, we perceive our own 
fecurity under our exalted Leader’ The Lord Jefus • 
reismeth: and fo firm is the foundation on which his 

o 

government refts, that “ the gates of hell fhall not 
prevail agdinft it§.” If by faith we become obedient ‘ 

* Pfal. Ixxii. 9. xviii.40. 11.9*12. f Pfa 1 .cxxxii.il. 
lxxxix. 4. % 29. $ Matt. xv\, 18. 
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to Him, w* are entitled to the benefits of the covenants 
we are b[\s, feed, tp.whpm the promifes belong; and he 
fay* to us, “ fycatffe I liye, ye (hall live alfo 

1^ every view, with which this comparifon has prc- 
fented us, we difcover the infinite fuperiority of the Sa¬ 
viour. Nor is itpoflible, that any refemblance fhould 
give us an adequate conception of his dignity and 
glory. In his. human nature, He may be reprefented 
by a man like ourfelves; but he pofiefles divine per¬ 
fections, and is above all defcription, as being “ the 
brightnefs of his Father’s glory, and the exprefs image 
of his perfonf.” The dominion. alfo, which He ex- 
crcifes, furpaflcs in its, excellency, its advantages, its 
extent and duration, a,d the kingdoms which have been, 
or can be, eftablifh?d. oq the earth. All others muft 
fall before it, and finally be fwallowed up in it J ; and 
Jqftis. fhall reign fpr ever aryl ever §.” 

Enough has been faid, to fhew us our unfpeakable 
obligations to the Son of God. Shall we not, then, 
reverence, worlhip, love, truft, and obey Him ? Shall 
we not indulge^ holy joy and triumph, while we con¬ 
fide in Him ? Shall we not remain true to his interefts, 
and exert every faculty to promote his caufe in the 
world ? Shall we not fhoilt “ Hofanna to his name,” 
and pray that K the whole earth may be filled with 
his glory,?" M*y Hft take to himfelf his great power, 
and fo extend his. reign, that “ the kingdom* of this 
wqrld may become the kingdoms, of qur Lord, and of 

hiaChrift!” Amen. 

\ . 

• John.xiy, ig. f Hcb. i. 3. jDan.ii.44. $ Rev. xi. 15, 
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CHAP. V. 

SECT. I. 

Solomon—-bis birth and names—appointed to the throne— 
punifhed offenders—-his attention to religion , and the 
Lord's favour to him—prayed for, and obtained wtfdorn 
—bis difcemment in judging—his peace, profperity, 
magnificence, and underftanding—an in/ptred writer- 
built the temple at Jerufalem—dedicated it to God, and 
received frefh affurances of the divine regard. 

T« e fcripture hiftory debafes the pride of all human 
glory, and exhibits, in each chara&er we contemplate, 
fufficient caufe for the deepeft humiliation. The per- 
fon, whofe life comes next in order, reprelents our na¬ 
ture, at one time, in a ftate of higheft advancement, 
and at another, reduced to extreme infamy. Here we 
behold a man, who was raifed above the level of his 
fpecies, not. only by his rank, but by the excellency of 
his underftanding, who yet degenefatetT to a degree of 
folly and wlckednefs, which, in fuch an infbmce, we; 
ftrould have foppofed impoflible. Where, except in 
our firft'parent, have we met with a fidrilar example;, 
the moft eminent wiftiom difgraced by the bafiSb apof- 
tafy? Perhaps,, we . may be at a* lofs to pronounce 

concerning the final condition of Solomon, nor is it 

P 2 necefiary. 
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neciflary. The infiru&ions, to be derived from this 
awful cafe, are neither doubtful, nor uninterefting to 
any one. Let us fet ourfclves to the confideration of 
it with true ferioufnefs of mind, and with earneft prayer, 
that, whatever might be the ftate of Solomon, We 
may not be “ of them who draw back unto perdition, 
but of them that believe to the faving of the foul.” 

Our expeditions concerning this illuftrious perfonage 
are railed, antecedently to his birth, while we obferve, 
that he was the fwbjcct of a remarkable predidHon, 
delivered to his father David. “ Behold,” faid God, 
“ a fon fhall be born to thee, who fhall be a man of 
reft, and I will give him reft from all his enemies 
round about: for his name fhall be Solomon*, and I 
will give peace and quietnefs unto Ifrael in his days. 

I le fhall build an houfe for my name, and he fhall be 
my Son, and I will be his Father, and I will eftablifli 
the throne of his kingdom over Ifrael for everf." 
Doubtlefs, there was a reference herein to the Mefliah, 
the greater Son of David, whom Solomon prefigured. 
But we are alfo led to lpok for a peculiar eminence of 
v«n before character in David’s immediate fucceffor. 
cimft, jo 33 . a s foon as he was brought into the world. 


a prophet was commiflioned to declare the divine fa¬ 
vour toward him, and to give him a name expreflive 
of this regard. “ The Lord loved him, and fent by 
the hand of Nathan the prophet, and called his name 
JedidiahJ, becaufe of the Lord §.” Are we not ready 
to afk, 4* Wha,t manner of child fhall this be l u 


• That is Bkackail*. f 1 Chron. xxii. 9, 10. 

J That is, Bsiovtc or th« Lord. $ 2 Sam.xii.14, * 5 - 
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Yean before He was appointed to the throne by the 
c1.rift.1015. diredion of God; and, on that ground, 

David caufed him to be publicly confederated and ad- 
niitted to the regal office, before his own death. An 
oppofition was made to his accrifion by the elder bro¬ 
ther Adonijah, but foon defeated; and the kingdom 
was fully eftablifhed in the hands of Solomon*. He 
came to the crown with every conceivable advantage, 
and the molt hopeful appearances. The beginning of 
his reign, indeed, feems to be ftained with blood; and 
we might apprehend the molt fanguinary and tyrannical 
proceedings in the fequel, from fome of his firfl ads, 
which yet might be a proper and ncceflary excreilc of 
juflice. • 

Adonijah, who had endeavoured to feize the reins 
of government, and had been pardoned only condition¬ 
ally, probably Hill entertained treafonable defigns. It 
was therefore a matter of political expediency at leafl, 
to fruftrate the plot by inftantly removing the rebel. 

Abiathar, the high priefl, had defervecl to die, for 
taking part with .the confpirators: but, from a regard 
to tire fervices which he performed for David in his 
afflidion, the punifnment was mitigated: he was thrull 
out of his office, and banilhed to a retired fituation. 

Joab, that turbulent and fadious General, had long 
merited the fevereft vengeance of the law, and flill 
remained difaffeded to the reigning prince. Solomon, 
therefore, commanded him to be dragged even from 
the fanduary, and flain: and herein he aded agreeably 


* 1 King* i. 5. &c. ii. 1 z, &c. 
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to the word of God*, as well as confulted the peace 
and fecurity of the ftate. 

Shi mei too was a dangerous cbara&er. He expe¬ 
rienced the royal clemency for a timei. but at length 
he violated his oath, and proved by his perfidy, that 
he could no longer be confided ini and therefore he 
alfo fell by the hand of juftjefe. 

In thefe inftapeps we perceive no good reafon fer 
denfuring the conduft of Solomon. He was intruded 
with the fupreme authority “ for the punilhment of 
evil doers i” and it is required of civil magiftrates, that 
they “ bear not the fword in vain.”—Thus the Lord 
God fulfilled his own promife, confounded and de- 
ftroyed every enemy to the* fuccefiion which He had 
appointed, and confirmed Solomon in the complete 
and undifputed poffeflion of the regal power. The 
hearts of the people were firmly attached to their new 
piince. They obeyed, they loved, they revered him. 
This alfo was of the Lord, who “ magnified Solomon 
exceedingly in the fight of all Ifrael, and bellowed 
upon him fuch royal majefty, as h*d not been on any 
king before him in Ifrael 

We are taught to fee and acknowledge the hand of 
the Lord in every event. The univerial kingdom is 
His; and “ He doeth according to his will.” Men 
may oppofe, but they cannot fruftratc his counfels. 
“ The powers that be are ordained of God.” If 
their fubjedh be preferved in peace and due allegiance* 
even this is from Him, " who alone can order the un¬ 
ruly wills and affedtions of finful men.” The favour 

• Ex. x*i. 13. +1 Chron. pi*. 23. 

and 
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and influence, we obtfein with others, is -fitch -as He 
gives us. All perfonal feccomplifhments, mental en¬ 
dowments, and abilities for public trfeftilhefs, are His 
grant, conferred arid refumed at Hb pleafure. How 
forcibly do thefe confideratkms incite uS t6 fedmire-, 
love, truft, and ferVe the. Lord God Almighty! Let us 
live in dependence upon Him for aH we want, exert ■ 
every faculty for the honour Of his name, and afcrlbe 
to his fovereign m'ercy every Meffing We enjoy. “ For 
or' Him, and through Him, arid to Him air all things: 
to whom be glory for ever 1 Amen*.” 

Solomon was diftinguifhed by the iplendour of his 
majefty; but it is a higher recommendation of him* 
that " he loved the Loril, walking in the ftitutes of 
David hb father t.” He appeared mindful of the 
many pious exhortations he had received from his 4 ged 
parent, and began hb reign with fuch a ferioos atten¬ 
tion to religion, and to the facred ordinances, as 
feems to warrant the conchifion, that he was truly de¬ 
voted to the fej-vice of hb God. It is remarked, in¬ 
deed, as an objection tri hj 4 charade r* that fie com¬ 
plied with the cuftom, to which the people were ex- 
tremely addided, of facrificing fend performing odier 
ritfcs ** in high places,” after the manner of the heathen 
nations. Whatever might be. hb motive, the adion 
itfelf was wrong, ahd of a darigerous tendency. It be¬ 
comes us to take care, that our very gobd be pot evil 
fpoken of j and therefore we mbit “ abftain from all 
appearance of evil” , 

4 fcom. xi. 36. t 1 Kings iii. 3, &c. 
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Soon after his acceflion to the throne, he held a feStivai 
of peculiar folemnity, at the head of all his nobles and 
the elders of Ifrael, before the ancient tabernacle of 
Mofes, which was fixed at Gibeon*. There he wor¬ 
shipped the Lord according to the regular and infticut- 
t-d mode, fupplicating the divine blefling upon himfelf 
and his people; and there he received a Angular ma- 
nifcftation of the favour of Heaven. God appeared to 
him in " the vifions of the ‘ night,” and propofed to 
give him whatever he Should aSk. Solomon abufed 
not the gracious and extcnfive offer; for his mind had 
been previously prepared to afk aright. What, then, 
was the choice of the young prince ? Not an increafc 
of wealth, or power, or honour, but wifdom and un¬ 
derstanding, that he might difeharge his important 
truft, to the glory of God, and the benefit of his fub- 
je£ts. In humble adoration of that goodnefs which had 
raifed him to the moft elevated rank, under a deep 
fenie of the weaknefs and inexperience of his youth, and 
from an apprehenfion of peculiar difficulties in his ar¬ 
duous fituation, he eameftly befought the Lord to in- 
fpire him with fuch knowledge, that he might “ mi- 
nifter judgment to the people in uprightnefs.” The 
petition pleafed the Lord, who therefore declared, that 
his utmoft defires Should be Satisfied, and that, even 
what he- had not folicited, additional riches and dignity, 
far beyond the poflefliors of other kings. Should be 
granted him. Length of days, alSb, was promiSol t» 
him, on die cpndition of his perfevering obedience. 
From tliis folemnity he returned to Jerufalem, and 

• # • t 

, • a Chron, i. x, 
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there again, with fervent gratitude, he offered many 
facrifices, and fealed his vows before the ark oF the 
covenant. Such a public tcftimony in favour of reli¬ 
gion could not but produce the moft beneficial confe- 
quences throughout the nation. 

We are not called to the like advancement, not 
ought we to expeft the fame revelation as Solomon. 
Put there is not one, even in the lowed circumdances, 
who is not bound to worfhip the Lord, and to pay a 
ferious regard to all the ordinances which He has ap¬ 
pointed. And as none are exempted from die obliga¬ 
tion, fo diere is the dronged encouragement for all, 
to “ feek the Lord and his ftrcngth.” Through Jefus 
Chrid, as our prevailing advocate, the throne of .grace 
is acccfliblc, not to kings only, but to perfons of the 
meaned rank: and die propofal made to Solomon is, 
in effeft, applied to every one of us, “ Afk what I 
fhall give thee.” For thus, fays our Redeemer, " If 
ye fhall alk any thing in my name, I will do it*.” But 
do we obferve a general attention to the fervice of God ? 
Do young men, efpecially, and thofe who poflefs riches 
and power, difeover the fame earned defire as Solomon, 
to obtain the divine bleflings ? Who is diere, of thi$ 
defeription, diat has dedicated himfeif to the God of 
heaven ? How many are devoting dieir bed years to 
vanity and fin ? Regardlefs of all the Ipiritual benefits, 
which the Gofpel offers, and with an utter contempt of 
“ the wildom that is from above,” diey covet only an 
increafe of thofe gifts which will gratify their ambitioq 
pr fbnfual affeftions. But you, who are taught to pray 

• John xiv. 14. 

for 
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for grafee, that you may glorify God in your proper 
ftaticta, adore that mercy, which has made you to differ 
from others j and be affured that He, who has thus 
difpofed yoiir hearts, will approve and fulfil your peti¬ 
tions. Entreat him, then, that he would impart to you 
the knowledge and love -of himfelf, an intereft in his 
covenant, a conformity to his image, an ability to ferve 
him, and a lively hope of his kingdom} and you need 
not fear a repalfe. Continue, at leaft, to urge your 
requefts, and you fhall not finally be denied. Nay, 
come with large expe&ations, and, through the merit 
of your great High prieft, you ftiall obtain, “ above all 
that you afk or think.” You have feen the efficacy of 
prayer with refpeft to Solomon} for the Lord granted, 
and even far exceeded his defires. You alfo may look 
for fimilar fuccefs: Only “ be not feithlefs, but be¬ 
lieving.” 

That eminent degree of wifdom, which was bellowed 
upon Solomon, foon excited general admiration, and 
promoted the public good. A very difficult cafe oc¬ 
curred, which was referred to the decifion of the king, 
tnd proved his acute difeernment in the adminiftration' 
of juftice. Two women, who dwelt together, had 
each been delivered of a fon; and, upon the death of 
one of the infants, both demanded the living child as 
their own. Their pleas feemed equally valid, their 
claims equally ftrong; and rto evidence copld be ad-: 

duced to determine the concert. f< Divide the living 
child in two,’’ faid Solomon, “ and give half to the 

one, and half to the other.” The ftntence irtuiiedi- 

% 

ately difeovered the real mother, who, when fhe faw 

the 
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the fword prepared for the execution, yearned over her 
infant with the tendered affedtion, and prayed that it 
might be fpared; willing rather to aefign it to the falfe 
claimant, than to be witnds of its deftrudtion. 

The depravity q( human nature has rendered the 
province of judges and magiftrates extremely difficult 
indeed. Such perfons,*therefore, have elpecial need 
to beg of God, that He would diredt their enquiries, 
and give them a quicknqfs of perception “ to fearch 
out a matter*.** Thus will they be a peculiar blefling 
to the ftate, when they are careful to “ judge right- 
eoufly between every man and his brother, and the 
ftranger that is with him f.” And “ the king that 
faithfully judgeth the poor, his throne fhall be efta- 
blilhed for ever$.” 

Thofe alfo, whoprefide in lpiritual concerns, fliould 
learn from Solomon, to feek the proper qualifications 
for their office by fervent prayer. Are tliey called to 
,c go out and cojne in” before a numerous people, and 
to diftinguilh between the different claims of religious 

profeflors ? How arduous and important the work ! 

% 

Even fuch minifters of Chrift, as poffels the moft 
eminent abilities, may well cry out, “ Who is fuffi- 
.cient for thefe things ? O give thy fervants an under- 
ftanding heart!’* They fhould not defpife human lite¬ 
rature, but diligently improve it for the fervice of the 
* • 

fandhiary. Yet, with die beft advantages of educa- 

9 

tion, thjcy may be “ blind guides,” and mi Head thofd 
immortal fouls, who truft to thejr judgment. O tliat 
God would therefore pour out “ the'fpirit of under- 

• Pro?, aexv. 2. + Deut. i. 16. I Pro/, xvix. 14. 
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{landing” upon all the pallors and governors of his 
church, that they may “• difeern between good and 
bad I” 

The reign of Solomon is celebrated for its peace and 
profperity, as well as for the wifdom and equity of his 
adminiflration *. His fubje&s were firmly united to¬ 
gether, and undifturbed by any foreign aflaults; fo 
that they multiplied exceedingly, and enjoyed the fruits 
of their labour in quiet and fecurity. His dominion, 
alfo, was enlarged to an extent unknown before: in 
confequence of which, his wealth and magnificence re¬ 
ceived an amazing increafe. But the part of his cha- 
radler, for which he has been mod admired is the pe¬ 
culiar eminence of his underftanding. He was endued 
with an unequalled difeernment in odier fcicnces, as 
1/fcll as in divine things and the art of -government. 
Nor was his learning ufelefs: much did he fpeak, and 
much did he write for the inftruttion of mankind, par¬ 
ticularly on the fubjeft of morals and natural philofo- 
phy. Many of his compofitions are now loft > but we 
are favoured with three fpecimens, which have a dif- 
tinguifhed place in the facred canon, and are a valua¬ 
ble treafure to the Church of God. We do not won¬ 
der, that foch uncommon abilities procured him fo 
high eftimation in the world. 

But we turn our eyes from Solomon, to obferve the 
hand of God in the gifts bellowed upon him. Let us 
not forget, that riches, power, peace, and profperity 
are difpenfed among the fons of men, even as He, the 
Almighty Sovereign, pleafeth. He alone appoints the 

f i Kings iv. so, Sec. 
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difference we perceive in all attainments: for te a man 
can receive nothing, except it be given him from hea* 
ven*.” It is manifeft, that Solomon’s pre-eminence 
was granted him in anfwer to prayer, and in perform¬ 
ance of the divine promifes. We do not expeft, or 
need the like fuperiority; but an c< underftanding in 
the way of godlinefs” is abfolutely neceflary for all: 
and this alfo “ cometh from above.” We are encou¬ 
raged to apply for it with fervent petitions ; for a gra¬ 
cious voice declares, “ If any of you lack wifdom, 
let him afk of God, that giveth to all men liberally, 
and upbraideth not; and it fhall be given himf.” 

Years bcibre The building of the temple was one grand 
ch.ift,ioi». object, to which Solomon directed his at¬ 
tention. For this particular purpofe he was raifed up 
of God, and blefled with peace and prolperity. He 
had been appointed to the work by exprefs prophecy • 
before his birth, and charged to undertake it by the 
folemn injunftions of his dying father. Nor was he 
unmindful, of his commiflion; but with great ardour 
he proceeded to the execution of the plan, as foon as 
the preparations requifite could be made. We ftand in 
admiration of his zeal for the honour of God, while 
we obferve, that for feven years together he was vigo- 
roufly employed in erecting that fplendid edifice, for 
the adminillration of the divine fervice, and that he 
was not unwilling to devote his wealth tp the fanftuary. 

It pleafed God to give him the friendihip of a neigh¬ 
bouring prince, the king of Tyre, who # was, in a re¬ 
markable manner, difpofed to lend his utmoft afflftance 


Johniii. 27. 


■f James L 5. 
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for the accomplifhment of Solomon's defign*.—How 
wonderful are the ways of Providence! The Lord 
appoints to each of us our proper work, and He will 
nun foil fo to order our circumfthnces, that we fhall be. 
forniflied with every thing needful for the right per¬ 
formance of it. Only let us be faithful and diligent, 
and exert all our abilities in obedience to Him. What¬ 
ever riches we- pofiefs', whatever alliances we form, let 
us keep m view the: end of ‘our calling, and ufe every 
advantage, which our fituation may put into our hands, 
in-a. fubferviency to His glory. 

We cannot here enter into a minute defeription of 
the very magnificent houfej which Solomon eretted 
for the name of the God of Hrael, or point out the 
defign of its various parts and utenfils. Suffice it to 
fay* that the whole was executed agreeably to the di- 
reftfonsj which David had received from heaven and 
delivered' to his fonf. When the temple was com¬ 
pleted* the king- himfdf, with the greateft folemnity 
and'mofl ardenr piety, dedicated it to God, and im¬ 
plored His blefling upon it %. Then indeed he fhone 
in his brighteft luftre; nor can we conceive any thing 
upon earth more grand and majeftic, than his beha¬ 
viour upon that facred occafion. AJfe are compelled 
to revere die character of the monarch, who with an 
uncommon zeal flood before his nobles and all his 
princes, as a preacher of rightcoufhefs, and as a prieft 
of the mofl high God. 

% 

i King* r. i, Ice. +i King* vl. and rii. 

t i King* viii. a Cbron. v. vi. and vik 

’ * Having 
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Von befon Ifriiag. affprabkd together the elders q£ 
ciiriji, iou4. jjj s people, he conducted the ark, of the- 

Covenant into the mpft holy place appointed for it,, 

with loud thanksgivings to God; and immediately 

% 

the glory of the Lord filled the houfe,” as a token, 
of His gracious prefence. Then the king, in the au¬ 
dience of all the congregation, declared the purpolea, 
for which the temple was erected, and praifed Go& 
for the completion of His promiies concerning, it 
Upon an eminence, which was raifed in the midft ojf 
the court before the altar, he kneeled down,, and, 
fpreading forth his hands, toward heaven, he poured 
out the devout emotions of his fouh He acknowledged 
the faithfulnefi and goodnefi of God in. putting fuch an 
honour upon him, and prayed.that the further engage¬ 
ments of mercy, on behalf of his pofterity, might be- 
fulfilled. Confidering the immenGty and majefty of Je¬ 
hovah, he feemed to lhrink. back from the idea, of ex¬ 
pecting His. refkience within thofc confecrated walls; 
but, encouraged by His- gracious affurances, he im¬ 
plored His favour toward all, who fiiould worlhip in 
that houfe.-—-His petitions being ended, he arofe 
from his knees, and pronounced .his benedidion upon 
the people. He entreated, he charged them, to de¬ 
dicate themfelves to God .without referve, and to per- 
fevere. in their obedience, with. an. unfhaken. infiegrity. 
He then called upon them to join, with him in offering 
fiicrifices, and in other folemn ritea, which were con* 
tinued. for fourteen days together; Thif was indeed 
a facred feftival. to the Uordi in which, probably* 
more fervent piety appeared, than on'any occafion we 
8 have 
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have ever heard of. The very numerous congrega¬ 
tion were deeply imprefled by the prayers and exhor¬ 
tations of their fovereign. They faw the divine glory 
ddeending upon the temple; and the fire from heaven 
confuming their oblations, and were conftrained to 
bow before the Lord in adoration of His mercy. At 
length they were difmifled with fentiments of love and 
admiration toward their prince, and of holy joy and 
gratitude toward God, who- had beftowed fuch favours 
upon them. 

But what do wb learn from the example before us ? 
Let us not fuppofe, that ** the great men of the earth,” 
are the only 'perfons, who are bound to exert them- 

felves for the honour of Gocl. It is a common caufe, 

# 

which requires the united influence of all ranks and 
conditions. What, then, are we doing to promote 
this end? Are we joining in the worlhip of God with 
real ardour of devotion ? And are we exciting others 
to it ? Ah! what mean that languor and indifference, 
which we obferve to be generally prevalent, in all re¬ 
ligious concerns? The temple of Jerufalem, fo fet 
apart as we have feen, was the place where all the Jews 
were commanded to offer up their facrifices. But now 
the Lord will manifeft his gracious prefence in every 
place, where his faithful people meet, will hear and 
anfwer their petitions. O be thankful, you, who enjoy 
thole ordinances, to which the divine blefling is pro- 
miled ! Confider their value; be conllant, be ferious, 
be fervent in your attendance upon them. “ Wait on 
the Lord,” in His inftituted means, and you “ fliall 
renew your ftrength ,”—•" Enter into His courts,” and 

“ worlhip 
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tc worlhip at His footflool,” with faith and love, and 
you alfo (hall behold his glory. 

The inftance before us proves, that it is not vain to 
feek God. Solomon received a frefh aflurance in a 
vifion, that his prayer was accepted, and that a favour¬ 
able regard would be paid to the fervices of the tem¬ 
ple*. The Lord alfo renewed the Covenant with him, 
declaring, that a perfeverance in righteoulncfs would 
fecure peculiar advantages to him and his pofterity, 
but that a departure from the true religion would ine¬ 
vitably be followed with an utter defolation of his 
kingdom, and of the (lately edifice he had eredled.— 
It is the moft horrid preemption to imagine, that we 
can enjoy the prote&ion, or efcape the curfe of God, 
any otherwife than in a deadfall adherence to His pre¬ 
cepts. May the warning produce a holy fear and cir- 
cumlpedlion in every one of us! “ The Lord is with 

you, while je be with Him; and if ye feek Him, He 
will be found of you : but if ye forfake Him, He will 
forfake youf.” 


* 1 Kings ix. t, Sc c. 


f 2 Chron. xv. 2. 
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SOLOMON. 

SECT. .2. 

Solomon treSled palaces y and fortified cities—extended his 
commerce by navigation—frequented the divine fervice— 

■ vifited by the queen of Sheba—admired by furrounding 
nations—declined, through bis love of women—Jupported 
their idolatries—difpleafed God—oppofed by Jeroboam— 
probably a penitent—wrote Ecclcftqfics, as a warning to 
others—typified the Redeemer in feveral refpefts. 

Various and important are the advantages which 
attend the pradice of piety. It promotes the prefent 
as well as eternal happinefs of individuals, and brings 
down the blefling of God upon families and kingdoms. 
Solomon could teftify from his own experience, and 
the univerfal hiftory of mankind confirms the obferva- 
tion, that “ rightcoufnefs exalteth a nation*.” 

The reign of this prince was diftinguifhed by its 
uninterrupted profperity, fo long as he faithfully ad¬ 
hered to the covenant of his God. For many years 
together, while his wealth and magnificence increafed, 
he was employed in ereding ftatcly palaces and other 
edifices, for the honour of his majefty, as well as for 
die purppfes of government f. Several ftrong and for- 

• Prov. xiv. 34. 

f 1 Sing* vii. 1—1 a. Lx. 13, &c. 2 Chron. viii. 1, See. 
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tified cities were built in different parts of his dominion, 
■with a view either to utility or grandeur; and the 
heathen nations around him became tributary to him. 
By means of his alliance with the king of Tyre, he 
acquired the knowledge of navigation, extended his 
commerce, and import^ into his kingdom the riches 
and commodities of diftant lands. Yet, amidft all his 
iplenclour, and the neceflary attention to ftate affairs, 
he was not unmindful df the divine fervice. For a 
long time he continued to frequent the public ordi¬ 
nances, and was found among the moft conftant wor- 
fhippers of God. 

Ycarj before A character fo remarkable, placed in fuch 

Chnfti about 9 • * 

9)*> eminence of rank, and pofleffed of fuch an 
uncommon degree of moral excellence and religious 
zeal, could not fail of attradling the notice and admira¬ 
tion of the neighbouring princes. Many came from 
afar, with valuable prefents, that they might be in- 
ftrudted by that wifdom, “ which God had put into his 
heart.” Among other inftances of this kind, the vifit 
of the queen of Sheba has been moft minutely record¬ 
ed*. Much Ihe had heard of the reputation, and very 
highly fhe had conceived of the extraordinary abilities, 
of the king of Ifrael. With an earneft defire, there¬ 
fore, to confult him upon certain difficulties concerning 
<c the deep things of God,” lhe undertook a long, te¬ 
dious, and expenfive journey. She obtained the wifhcd- 
for interview, and received from him the moft fatif- 
fettory information. When fhe beheld the order and 

* 1 King x. 1, tec. t Chron.ix. 1, Set. 

Q^2 tint 
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the beauty of his inftitutions, both civil and ecclefiafti- 
cal, ihe was conftraincd to admire his fingular attain¬ 
ments, pronounced his attendants happy, and praifed 
God for placing fo eminent a prince on the throne of 
Ifrael. 

Such regard and aftoniflirngnt did the wifdom of So¬ 
lomon excite: but alas! with what neglett and con¬ 
tempt was that exalted Perfonage treated, who is ftiled. 

The wifdom of God!” Sbme, indeed, were com¬ 
pelled to acknowledge, “ Never man fpake like this 
man.” But, among thofc of rank or reputation in the 
world. Fie was accounted no better than a fool or a 
madman. Thus he himfelf complains of the general 
difdain he met withi ** The queen of the fouth fhall 
rife up in judgment with this generation, and lhall con¬ 
demn it: for fhe came from the uttermoft parts of the 
earth to hear the wifdom of Solomon; and behold! a 
greater than Solomon is here *.” Fie is ftill prefent 
with his minifters, and in his ordinances, and promifes 
to inftruft all thofe, who lament their ignorance, and 
defire to be taught of Flim. But his offers are ftill re¬ 
jected with the utmoft fcorn. How few liften to the 
words of his mouth! Is not this the language of thou- 
fands, “ Depart from us; for we defire not the know¬ 
ledge of thy waysf?” What pains and expence will 
men beftow upon the improvement of their underftand- 
ing, for the common concerns of this life, in order to 
gain that knowledge, which, whatever excellence it 
may boaft- of, muft foon vanilh away! But the lmalleft 
pains and expence would be thought too much for the 

• Matt. xii. 42. • f Job xzi. 14. 


attainment 
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attainment of that wifdom, which has in view the no- 
bleft objedls, produces the happiefl confequences, and 
alone can dire& us to the fure pofleffion of eternal 
glory. This, then, is the condemnation of many 
among ourfelves, that " light is come into the world, 
and men love darknefs rather than light, becaufe their 
deeds are evil*.’* ** O that they were wife,” that 
they would “ covet earnellly the beft gifts," and cry 
unto God for the illumination of his Spirit! 

Year, before The king of Ifrael continued to increafe 
984. in power, wealth, and magnificence, the 
envy and admiration of all the furrounding kingdoms. 
But at length an awful change in his moral and reli¬ 
gious character appeared. As we advance towards 
the clofe of his reign, we behold a fad reverie of his 
former exemplary conduct We cannot but be affefted 

with diftrefs and horror at the fight, and afk, where is 
% 

that knowledge and zeal, which raifed univerfal afto- 
nifhment ? “ How is the gold become dim! How is 
the raoft fine gold changed 1 ” Here, then, we are 
called to weep over the ruins of that (lately edifice, 
which we have been contemplating in all its glory. 
Had the temple, which he built, been utterly demo- 
lifhed, till one ftone had not been left upon another, 
the calamitous event would have been nothing in com- 
parifon. A for more a/flifting feene is now to pafs be¬ 
fore us: the excellency of .Solomon debafed by the 
vile apoftafy of his declining years! 

Frpm his beginning,, we expected the moft happy 
conclufion. Some tranfattions, indeed^ may deferve 

V 

• johniii. 19, 

0,3 
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cenfure, in the early part of his reign. He had made 
affinity with Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and taken his 
daughter to wife;,which was, doubdefs, a connexion 
of a dangerous tendency, as it might gradually weaken 
the ftrength of his religious principles*. Nor do we 
reprefent him as a fpodefs character, in any period of 
his life. But, on the whole, we have feen him fa 
ardent in the fervice of God, fo uniformly attentive ta 
the duties of his liigh ftation, that we were ready to 
pronounce him the moil eminent of his fpecies. Alas! 
how often are the hulbandman’s hopes difappointed! 
How often are the gay and promifing appearances of 
the fpring fuddenly Waited! And how awfully arc our 
expectations fruitrated in the clofe of this hiltory} 

« f King Solomon loved many ftrange women (together 
with the daughter of Pharaoh), women of the Moabites, 
Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites. And 
he had feven hundred wives, princefles, and three 
hundred concubines: and his wives turned away his 
heart. For it came to pals, when Solomon was old, 
that hU wives turned away hi 9 heart after other gods; 
and his heart was pot perfect with the Lord his God, 
as was the heart of David his father f,” 

,• Here we perceive the nature, the origin, and the 
rapid progrels of his fin. “ He loved many women.’* 
Who does not forefee, whither this mult lead him ? 
He, who is not fatisfied within the limits, which God 
has appointed, will fcarcely be contained within any 
limits whatever, The violence qf luft can be over* 

* i King* Hi. l, j i Kings xj. i, Ac, 

come 



SOLOMON. 


231 

come only by a Heady refiftancej not by a fbolilh 
indulgence, which always increafes it. Ah I Solomon, 
what availed thy wifdom in the aft of government, 
fince it did not effeXually teach thee to govern thyfelf? 
“ Thou didft bow thy loins unto women, and by thy 
body thou wall brought into fubjeXion. Thou didft 
ftain thy honour, and pollute thy feed: io that thou 
broughteft wrath upon thy children, and waft grieved 
for thy folly*.’* < v 

But of what fort were his numerous connexions ? 
" He loved many strange women.” He joined 
himfelf to thofe, who were “ aliens from the common 
wealth of Ifrael,” and enemies to the true God. This 
was exprefsly forbidden by the divine law f. And do 
there not appear the ftrongeft reafons for fuch a prohi¬ 
bition ? In general, we do not obferve, that ignorant 
and ungodly perfons are brought over to the ways of 
God by the influence of good men, who have needlelsly 
formed any clofe intimacy with them. But univerfal 
experience teftifies, that “ evil communications cor¬ 
rupt good manners.” The fevereft piety will fcarcely 
be proof againft the continual felicitations, to which it 
muft be expofed by fuch alliances as thefe. How dif¬ 
ficult is it not to comply with thofe we love! And in 
how many inftances, which we have known, has this 
folemn admonition been verified, “ They will turn 
away your hearts!” 

Solomon, probably, little thought of advancing fo 
far, as to praXifc or countenance die ftupid idolatry 

t Exod. xxxiv. 16—Deut. vii. 3. 

0.4 of 


* Eccli^i. xlvii. 19, so. 
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of his wives, and might conclude, that his fuperior 
underftpnding would be a fufficient fecurity to him. 
But, one fin paves, the way for another; and efpecially, 
when the reins are given to our lufts, who can tell 
where we ihall ftop, or what will be the confequence ? 
We behold even Solomon admitting and fupporting the 
worfhip of falfe gods in his kingdom. He, who had 
built a moft magnificent hoyfe for the God of Ifrael, 
created temples for tl^e gods i of the Heathen, and, it 
ihould feem, attended at their iacrifices, and bowed be¬ 
fore their altars. 

What Ihall we fay to thefe things? We (land 
amazed and confounded, and know not what to an- 
fwer. Ah I what fears does this cafe excite in the 
heart of the humble Chriftian! Will not fuch an one 
fry out, fc ILord, how is it, that I am kept, if he, who 
was raifed fo high in a religious profefiion, could not 
piaintain his ground? Or how Ihall I hope to perfe- 
vere in righteoufnefs, when I fee Solomon, with all his 
admired abilities, falling into the grofleft abomina¬ 
tions ?”-Here, doubtlefs, we' learn, what human 

nature is, and what continual occafion we have for 
circumfpettion and felf-abhorrence. So great is our 
tendency to evil, that it frequently overcomes the moft 
powerful reflraints; nor caji we conceive the confu-r 
lion, which would enfue, if eyery barrier were re¬ 
moved. For proofs of this extreme depravity, we 
peed not look to the wilds of-Africa or America; we 
perceive it in thp moft enlightened nations, we feel the 
fad fymptoms 6f it within us. The beft of men are 
fenfible of much inward corruption, and dread the 
• ‘ thought 
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thought of being given up to themfchres. They are 
held in with a ftrong hand; or elfe, there is no folly or 
madnefs fo exceffive, no iniquity fo heinous, into which 
they might not be betrayed. It has pleafed God to 
fuffer feme of the moft eminent characters to be car¬ 
ried away by their own vicious affections, and thereby 
to f] j ew us, how far we rhay depart from Him, if He 
Ihoold forfake us. “ Let no man, therefore, glory in 
men.” Let none prefunif upon any fuppofed excel¬ 
lence they have attained; but let all fear and tremble 
for themi'elves. 

There were fome peculiar aggravations in Solo¬ 
mon’s declenfion; and thefe very confiderations will 
teach us to watch and to pray. 

He was not young, when his pafiions broke out 
with fuch violence,, and effected the awful change. 
This came to pafs tf when he was old,” when we 
Jhould have imagined that the fire of lull had been 
extinguiftied. But alas! no age is fecure. Not 
merely young perlbns, but even thofe of advanced 
years, have, need to “ keep their hearts with all dili¬ 
gence," and to feek protection in the grace of God 
alone. 

We might have thought, that his good fenfc and 
enlarged intellect would have been a fufficient prefer- 
vative from the fooleries, into which he was led. 
Many of the meaneft capacity, we apprehend, would 
have abhorred, what the wifeft of men committed. If 
will become us, therefore, riot to over-rate or envy the 
moft fplendid abilities, or the moft improved under¬ 
standing,' “ Let not the wife man glory in his wif- 

dom,’* 
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dom,” or forget his dependence upon die God of 
heaven. 

The religious profeflions of Solomon, and the ■warn¬ 
ings he had received, gready enhance his guilt. When 
we view him bowing among the worlhippers of idols, 
we are ready to afk, Is this he, whom David had in- 
ftru&ed and exhorted to ferve the true God ? Is this 
the pious youth, who fought the Lord in Gibeon? Is 
this die zealous king, who.had prayed fo fervently at 
the dedication of the temple, and delivered the molt 
excellent precepts to the people? Is this the man, 
with whom Jehovah had vouchfafed to hold the molt 
intimate communications, and whom He had exprefsly 
charged to beware of this v£ry fin ? Alas! how defpe- 
rately wicked is the human heart, which can break 
through the ftrongeft barriers to gratify its beloved 
lulls! Remember your weaknefs, though you are ever 
fo ftrenuous in the caufe of truth and righteoufnefs. 
Depend not on your good education, your fuppofed 
firmnefs in right principles, your envied privileges, 
comforts, or attainments in religion. AU thefe may 
fail you in an hour of temptation. Nay, probably, 
your fuperiority over others may prove a fnare to you ; 
as hereby you may be rendered lefs circumfpect, and 
Satan may be the more defirous to call you down. 

Yew* Are we not anxious to know the iflue ? 

chrift, 97 s* Alas! the fun, which had rifen with un¬ 
common fplendour, at laft fet behind a cloud. Was 
not Solomon* then, recovered? We are almofl at a 
lofs to anfwer. His recovery is not exprefsly declared j 
and perhaps the lefs notice is taken of the ftate in which 

he 
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he died, that we may be the more afraid of apoftafy. 
His backfliding, which was very offenfive to God, 
brought extreme diftrefs upon himfeif. ** The Lord 
was angry with him j” and, by an immediate revela¬ 
tion, He teftified his difplrafure, and his determination 
to rend a large lhare of the kingdom from the hands 
of his fucceflor. Various temporal calamities, alfo, 
i mbit ter ed the decline of his life. Oppofidon was 
ltirred up againft him in different parts of his domi¬ 
nion, through the righteous judgment of God; and he 
received the painful information, that his own fervant 
Jeroboam, by the divine appointment, would fhortly 
rule over ten of the tribes of Ifrael. His envy and re- 
fentment were therefore 'kindled againft Jeroboam t 
and he fought to kill him: fo that, for fome time at 
lealt, he did not fliew any proper contrition for his 
offence, lince he quarrelled with his punifhment. 

Yet it is generally fuppofed, that he died a true pe¬ 
nitent. It is prefumed, that One, who was named 
“ Beloved of the Lord,” would not be finally abandoned 
to the machinations of Satan, It is thought, that his 
very cafe was foretold, when the Lord laid to David, 
“ I will be his Father, and he (hall be my fon: if he 
commit iniquity, I will chaften him with the rod of 
men, and with the ftripes of the children of then: but 
my mercy (hall not depart away from him, as I took it 
from Saul, whom I pvt away before thee*.” 

The ftrongeft proof of his repentance is the book of 
Ecclcliaftcs, which was evidently written in his old 
3 ge, after a long experience of fin and folly. Here he 

• 2 Sam. vii, 14,15. 
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confefles and deplores his madnefsj and, in the cha¬ 
racter of ** The Preacher,” warns others by his own 
example againft the inordinate love of prefent things, 
and particularly againft flelhly lufts, which had brought 
him to the very gates of hell. Let us ferioufly attend, 
then, to this awful cafe, as deferibed by himfelf. 
“ Whatfoever mine eyes defined, I kept not from them; 
I withheld not my heart from any joy: for my heart 
rejoiced'in all my labour, apd this was my portion of 
all my labour. Then I looked on all the works that 
my hands had wrought, and on the labour, that I had 
laboured to do: and behold, all was vanity and vexa¬ 
tion of fpirit, and there was no profit under the fun*.” 
Indulge no longer the vain expectation of obtaining 
happinefs from any fenfual gratifications. If the world, 
with all its advantages, were able to fatisfy the foul, 
and afford real joy, Solomon would have found it fo. 
For he gave full fcope to his defires, and tried every 
poflible fcheme of pleafure; yet he was difappointed in 
all; and, for our admonition, he has left this inferip- 
tion on all earthly enjoyments, “ Vanity and vexa¬ 
tion OF SPIRIT.” 

Bafe as the departure of Solomon was, the grace of 
God could recover and pardon him. To that grace, 
which is treafured up in the Saviour, we refer all thofe, 
who are'ready to defpond under a fenfe of their aggra¬ 
vated guilt. Far as you have. wandered from God, 
and'faithlefs as you have been to your folemn vows 
and engagements, “ Return, ye backfliding children, 
and the Lord will heal your backfliding. ” But let none 

* Ecctef- it to, 11. 
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derive encouragement from the mercy or the faith- 
fulnefs of God, to continue in fin. ^ Say not, while 
you are indulging every vile afFe&ion, “ We lhall 
infallibly be faved, becaufe we have once known 
the Lord; and He will not fuffer one of his fheep 
to perilh.” Your confidence is grounded on a fad 
perverfion of an acknowledged truth, and is there¬ 
fore a dangerous prefumption. Y ou may be deceived 
in your opinion of yourfelves; and you may have de¬ 
ceived others by your religious profeflions. Sufpeft 
your boafted experience. Many who were utterly un¬ 
found, have feemed, for a feafon, to make confiderable 
progrcfs in piety. Searclj and try your hearts: and, 
whatever has been your former fcate, “ Do the firft 
works; Repent, and turn yourfelves from all your 
tranfgrcflions; lo iniquity fhall not be your ruin.” 

Wc cannot conclude our account of Solomon, with¬ 
out adverting to the more glorious Perfonage, whom 
he typified in a very eminent manner. The New Tef- 
tament declares, that One greater than Solomon is 
come to reign over us, and to poflefs the throne of 
his father David. May we not fee fomething of His 
excellency, faindy reprefented to us in this figure ? 

The Saviour was, in a more exalted fenfe, the child 
of promife; and, by exprefs direction from heaven. 
He received an appellation, which implies he was 
“ cholen of God and precious.” He alfo was conic- 
crated to the regal office; and, like the king of Mrael, 
though He be ready to fpare. He will finally execute 
and deftroy every obftinate rebel againft his govern¬ 
ment. He cannot be impofed on, by any fpecirius 

tales. 
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tales, but raoft accurately difcerns between different 
characters, even as Solomon diftinguilhed the real from 
the pretended mother. “ An hypocrite lhall not come 
before Him.” Let us not dare, then, to put on a 
counterfeit appearance of piety. The remarkable 
tranquillity, as well as equity of Solomon’s reign, pre¬ 
figured that of the Redeemer. He is, in the higheft 
fenfe, “ The Prince of Peace:” and happy indeed are 
his faithful fubjeCts, who, irtider his protection, “ dwell 
fafcly, and are quiet from fear of evil.” He fays to 
us, “ Come unto me,—and ye lhall find reft unto 
your fouls.” 

David’s immediate fucceflor was appointed, in an 
elpecial manner, to build the temple of the Lord. 
Therein alfo we perceive a reprcfentation of that in¬ 
finitely more important work, which is committed to 
the Son of God. Concerning Him, too, we tindcrftand 
the prophecy, “ He lhall build an houfc for my name*.” 
This Ipiritual edifice rifes from age to age, under his 
care; and whatever oppofition be made, it lhall re¬ 
ceive continual increale. “ He lhall bring forth the 
headftone thereof with Ihoutings, crying, grace, grace 
unto it! He has laid the foundation, and His hands 
lhall finilh it - )-.” How great the honour of having a 
place in it I Happy thofe, who, ** as lively (tones, 
are built up a Ipiritual houfe, for an habitation of 
God through the Spirit J.” He calls upon us to alfift 
in die arduous undertaking. Let us exert our abili¬ 
ties, confecrate all that we have to this fervice, and 
account ourfelves highly favoured, in contributing to 

• a Sam. vli. 13. t Zech. iv. 7, 9. } 1 Pet. ii. 5. Eph. ii. 22. 
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promote the glorious plan. Who is there among us, 
then, who “ will build in the houle of the Lord ?” . 

The moft prominent feature in Solomon’s charac¬ 
ter, we have feen, was his wildom; and here again 
we difcover the funilitude of Him, “ in whom are hid 

a 

all the treafures of wifdom and knowledge*.” This 
wifdom He poflefles without any limits, and difplays 
throughout the adminiftration of his government: a 
meafure of it, alfo, He 'imparts to all his people. 
Let us attend to his folemn addrefs: <c Unto you, 
O men, I call; and my voice is to the fons of man. 
O ye fimple, underftand wifdom; and ye fools, be ye 
of an underftanding heart.—Blefled is the man, that 
heareth me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at the 
ports of my doors. For whofo findeth me, findedi 
life, and (hall obtain favour of the Lord. But he that 
finneth againft me, wrongeth his own foul: all they 
that hate me love death f.” 

Multitudes, even of the moft diftinguiftied rank, 
reforted to Solomon. But alas, this is not, as yet, 
fully exemplified in Jefus. He has hitherto been 
* c delpifed and rejected of men.” His glory, however, 
(hall foon appear; and then, “ even the rich among 
the people (hall entreat his favourJ.” “ All from 
Sheba lhall come: they (hall bring gold and incenfej 
and they (hall (hew forth the praifes of the Lord ||.” May 
the Lord haften it in his time! May the glory of the 
Saviour be revealed, and all flelh fee it together! Ho- 
fanna to the Son of David! Blefled be the King of If- 
rael, that cometh in the name of the Lord! Amen. 

• Col. ii. 3. Prov. via. 4, 5, 34—36. 

} Pfal. xlv. 12. f| Ifa. lx. 6. 
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CHAT. VI. 

Ababy an abandoned char abler—an idolater—tnjligated 
by his queen , Jezebel—threatened by Elijah—perfecuted 
him—conjented to the majfacre of Baal's priefts — de^ 
Ihered from the famine—reproached for his conduti to 
Bcnbadad—coveted andfeized on Naboth's vineyard —* 
met by Elijah — condemned — reprieved, on his humilia¬ 
tion—hated and imprifoned Micaiah—wounded in bat¬ 
tle-died 1 


w ■ f I • « 

I Hi facred records, which were dcfigned to pre- 
fcrve the hiftory of the church, relate chiefly to thofe, 
who were “ redeemed to God from the earth.” But 
others of a different defcription are •ccafionally brought 
before us; and they demand our lerious attention. 
Doubdefs, we may derive much profitable inftru&ion 
from the moft abandoned, as well as from the mod ex¬ 
cellent charatters. The former reprefent our nature 
in a ftate of awful degeneracy, and call us to humi¬ 
liation, penitence, and prayer. The latter exhibit 
a more pleafing view; but they afford us no more 
caufe of boafting than the others, for they prove only, 
what the grace of God has done for our Men race. 

- A Tinner of peculiar infamy, depraved beyond the 
common meafure of his fpecies, is now propofed to 
our confideration. *« There was none like unto Ahab, 

. who 
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Who did fell hhmfelf to work wickednefs in the fight 
of the Lord*.” May the odioufnefs of his name de¬ 
ter us from the moll diftant imitation of his ex¬ 
ample 1 

After the death of Solomon, the kingdom was di¬ 
vided into two parts, according to the divine threaten¬ 
ing. Ten of the tribes of ifrael revolted from Reho- 
boam, the fon of Solomon, formed themfelves into a 
feparate government under the conduct of Jeroboam, 
and were never more fubjedt to the houfe of David. 
Upon this revolution, alfo, they forlook the worlhip of 
the true Godj and, probably from political motives, 
eftabliflied idolatry as the national religion. Jeroboam, 
their new leader, to prevent them from going up to 
die temple fervice, and to detach them more entirely 
from the kings of Judah> commanded them to attend at 
Dan and Bethel, and to bow before the golden calves, 
which he had there fet up. The bad effedts of the 
change very foon appeared. The people, almoft uni- 
verfally, apoftadzed from God, and their princes were 
altogether vile and abominable. 

Aliab was the feventh in fuccefllon; and during 
thofe feveral reigns the nation made a continual pro- 
grefs in fin. What other confequence can be cxpedled, 
when men forfake Godj and are given up to their 
own ways ? One ruler of Ifrael after another was dc- 
ftroyed by the juft judgment of an angry God j yet 
thofe, who followed, laid it not to heart. It teemed 
that each refolved to tread in the Heps of him, who 
had gone before, or rather, if poflible*, to exceed him 

* 1 Kings, xxi. *5. 
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In wickednefs. Such was Omri, the lather of Ahab, 
who “ wrought evil in the eyes of the Lord) and did 
worfe than all tha* were before him*.** What, then, 
could be looked for from the fon of lo abandoned a 
father? We have known, indeed, inftances of real 
and eminent piety among the defeendanti of profane 
parents. But fuch is the influence of education, fuch 
the evil tendency of human nature, that children are 
prone to imitate bad examples, and very apt in learn¬ 
ing the corrupt practices of their teachers, unlefs the 
grace of God interpofe to prevent it. We do not 
wonder, therefore, when we read, that “ Ahab, the fon 
of Omri, did evil in the fight of the Lord above all 
that were before him, and did more to provoke the 
Lord God of Ifrael to anger than all the kings of Ifrael 
that were before him fWhat extenfive mifehief, 
then, may follow from the negleCb of your offspring ! 
If they perceive in you an avowed contempt of God 
and his worlhip, it is probable, that they will be at leaft 
as zealous in the caufe of wickednefs and infidelity as 
yourfelves; and the ruinous efle&s may fpread from 
age to age. 

young people, however, moft not fereen themlelveS 
behind the authority of their parents; for they lhall 
anfwer for their own iniquity. Thar connections may 
expofe them to peculiar dangers and temptations, but 
do not furnifh them with an excuie for fin. Let 
Ahab warn them of the lad confluences of imitating 
the profanenefs of their near eft friends or progeni¬ 
tors. 


* i Kings, xvi. xj« 
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t«r» irfm This impious prince was no fooner in 
chriii, 919. pofl^gjgjj 0 f the government, than he {hew¬ 
ed hlmfelf a decided oppofcr of tsue religion. He 
not only caft off all regard to the fervicc of J ehovah, 
but went farther than any of his predeceffors, inafmuch 
as he introduced the deceftablc rites of the heathens, 
and erefted a temple for Baal- Some part of his zc^l 

in this bufuefi we are to aferibe to. the alliance, which 

• • * 

he had formed. He married Jezebel, the daughter 
of an idolatrous king, a woman of a fierce, persecut¬ 
ing, and abandoned difpofuipn: and it Ihould feera, 
that, in compliment to his queen, or influenced by her 
inftigations, he committed fome atrocious crimes, which, 
bad as he was, he would not otherwife have done. 
On her account, probably, he became an advocate 
for Baal, and hunted the Lord’s prophets to deftroy 
them. 

Alas! how frequently does the dear partner, who 
Ihould be the counfellor and favourer of every thing 
good and virtuous, prove a tempter and a feducer! 
How many have given up their principles to pleaie 
their wives! This thought, furely, Ihould engage the 
attention of our younger readers. Your future cha¬ 
rade r and cqnduX, perhaps your eternal Hate, may de¬ 
pend on your choice of the companion, to whom you 
are to be united for life. Beware, left a regard to 
worldly profpeXs, your ill-direXed fancy, or the feli¬ 
citations of your luft, draw you into fuch connexions, 
as may, in die iflue, be fatal to your fouls. Suppofe 
not, that you can withftand every entifcement to evil, 
while you fee how many have been overcome. Nor 

R 2 imagine. 
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imagine, that you fhall convert her to the caufe of 
truth, who is yet an enemy to it; but rather fear, left 
your own minds Ihould be more and more corrupted. 
-For how can you expert the blelfing of God, if you 
aft in contradiftion to His will and command ? Is it 
lefs dangerous for you, than it was for the Jews of 
old, to be thus joined with unbelievers ? Or is your 
religion of lefs value than their’s, that you are not lo 
much concerned to maintain it ? 

’ The Lord is patient and longfuffering; but in the 
milery, which fin otealions, even here, we perceive an 
evideht token of his difpleafure againft it. The pro¬ 
phet Elijah, whofe miniftry had been defpiled and op- 
pofed, was fent to denounce the judgment of God 
againft the king for his impiety; and accordingly, a 
long drought and famine reduced the whole country 
to the utmoft extremity *. Ahab himfelf felt the dif- 
trefs, but was not humbled by it. He ftill perfifted 
in his idolatry, and hated, and perfecuted with mur¬ 
derous rage, the faithful meffenger of Heaven. He con¬ 
tinued to patronife and fupport above eight hundred 
priefts of Baal, and fuffered the prophets of Jehovah 
(except a hundred, whom good Obadiah concealed) 
to be put to the fword at the inftigation of Jezebel. 

The moft calamitous events will not bring men to 
a right mind: nay, fome bold offenders become the 
more obdurate under the divine correftions. Such is 
the hardnels and impenitence of the human heart, that 
neither mercies nor judgments will, of thcmfelves, lof- 
ten or fubdue it. 

• i Kings, xvii. and xviii. 
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■ Though woo'd and aw'd, 

BWVd and chaftis’d, a flagrant rebel flill • !** 

How many, like Ahab, have deeply revolted from 
God! And has He not, in various ways, folicited 
your return ? But, though He has affiidted you in 
your perfons, your families, or your fubftance, are you 
not ftill in league with fin ? Is not the fpiritual wor- 
fhip of God and the miniftry of his fervants, offenfive 
to you ? Numerous infttuices, at leaft, occur of the 
very fame temper, which appeared in the king of 
ifrael. ' 

Ahab had fought for Elijah from one nation to ano¬ 
ther, it ihould feem, with a murderous intent; and 
yet, when the prophet voluntarily prefen ted himfelf be¬ 
fore him, he had no power to hurt him. He reproach¬ 
ed him, indeed, as the troubler of Ifrael, but flood to 
hear his faithful reproofs, and, as if he were won over 
to his fide, complied with his requifition, in fummon- 
ing the priefts and the worfhippers of Baal to a gene¬ 
ral aflembly. There he himfelf attended; and, when 
he had beheld Elijah’s decided victory over the advo¬ 
cates of idolatry, probably under the convidtion which 
that viftory produced, he confented to the death of 
four hundred and fifty of thofe very priefts,, whom he 
had introduce^ and fupported. 

It is no unufual thing for men of the moll abandoned 
character to be ftruck with profound awe, and reftrain- 
ed from their vile purpofes, by the prefence of an emi¬ 
nently pious perfon. There is a power.in real godli- 
nefc, which commands the reverence of thofe who 
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hate it; and this the proudeft (inner* often fo far feel, 
as to be unable to cany on their violent oppofition 
,agatnft k, while yet no laving change is effected upon 
ihenu 

Perhaps kmc good imprefihms and resolutions, in 
favour of the true religion, were produced in Ahab’s 
bread: by the late occurrence; and for the tune he 
Haight have intended to hanifli idolatry. It might be* 
«bo, with a defign to put hb finoerity to die teft, that 
the Lord Spared (bob* and delivered him from the op- 
prefiion of the famine. Thofe, who are fartheft from 
■God* probably have intervals of ferious reflexion, efpe- 
a«Jly under the painful visitations of Providence, or the 
ielemn admonitions of a preacher, which may conftrain 
them to fonrn fehemes <nf amendment. This has been 
the cafe of dioufand^, who have peiiilied in their fins: 
we ihould, aberofone, be warned from them, not to 
trade with our eon visions. Our .afflictions may be re¬ 
moved, as were thofe of Ahab, on purpofe to try us. 
GAet usfeize theooitvenientopportunity, and prove that 
we are in earneft t( to .-flee from the wrath to come.” 
j What, 'then, was. the effect with Ahab ? He re. 
pouted thofe remarkable ti*#fa&ipns, which he had 
hirofelf beheld upon mount Carmel, to his queen Je¬ 
zebel *: and this might be done with no iH defign. 
But her rage was excised, when flic heard that her 
fauowite priefb were deftroyed j *nd immediately fhe 

vowed to take vengeance on Elijah ; nor did Ahab, as 
be ought, refill: her wicked propofeb or defend the 
prc^ihcfof JeboyalwiA re-there not thofe* alfo, among 

* I ikig, xix, i, &p. 
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ourfelvcs, who, with a full perfuafion of the truth of 
the Gofpeh are afraid or afbamed to ftand up in its 
vindication, and who therefore: tamely acquiefcc in the 
violent fchemes of its oppofers ? What bafe coward¬ 
ice and treachery is this! In fucfr a caufe, it is not 
iufficient, nor is it poflihle, to remain neuter., For 
thus the Saviour has determined, “ He that is not with 
me, is againft me*.” 

Y«r» before Ahab was not properly affe&ed by the 
r * > 9 °*- divine mercy in the removal of the famine; 
nor was any reformation produced in him or his people. 
We might, therefore, have expected, that foipe heavier 
judgment would have been inflicted, and the protec¬ 
tion of God entirely withdrawn from them. But, 
though impenitent, they were frill favoured. A very 
formidable attack of Benhadad, the king of Syria, threw 
them into the utmoft cpnftemation, and threatened 
them with inftant deftrudtion f. Yet Ifrael obtained a 
very fignal deliverance: again and again their infulting 
foes were overcome, not by their good management, 
but by the gracious appointment of Heaven, The 
victory, indeed, was granted, not fo much out of kind- 
nefs to Ahab or his fubjefks, as to fecurc the divine glory 
in the punilhment of the Syrian king, who had blaf- 

phemed the God of Ifrael-.-It is not uncommon, for 

one wicked man to be the inftmment qf chaftifing ano¬ 
ther. Sinners, you may be fpared and, protected by the 
providence of God, in preference to fpme, not more 
abandoned than yourfelves. A longer time of trial 
may be allowed you: but depend not on your prffent 
• gfatt. xii. 30. + 1 Kings, xx. 1, See. 
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cafe and profperity. For deftruflion may flill be near, 
even at the doors. Or, what will it avail you, that 
your life be protra&ed, if you lengthen out your days in 
iniquity ? 

Bcnhadad was delivered into Ahab’s power; for the 
exprefs purpofe of being made an example of jufticc. 
Ahab, however, neglefted his commiflion, and through 
a finfol lenity not only permitted the infolent offender 
to efcapc, but treated him as* his brother, and entered 
into a foolifh covenant with him. This conduct was 
highly offenfive to God, who, therefore, fent by a 
prophet to reprove and to threaten him for his difobe- 
diencc, afluring him, that he muft foon lofe his own 
life, in lieu of the criminal, whom he had fpared.—— 
Wc arc not at liberty, in any cafe, to confolt the max¬ 
ims of pride or worldly prudence j nay, it may fre¬ 
quently be dangerous to liften to the diftates of com¬ 
panion : in every minute particular, the will of the 
Lord fhould direft our plans. • • 

The triumph of the king of Ifrael was fuddcnly 
turned into gloom by this folemn reprehenfion; but he 
flill retained the fame unhumbled fpiric, even under the- 
rebuke of Heaven. Inftead of imploring forgivenefs, 
“ he went to his houfc heavy and difpleafed,” foil of 
enmity againft God and his prophet. The influence 
of divine grace will difpofe us to juftify the fentence, 
by which we are condemned. But ** the haughtinefs 
' of m an ” Is unwilling to bow before God j and there¬ 
fore finners are inclined to vindicate themfelves, to be 
fullen and angry, and to quarrel with the declarations 
of God againft them. Who can acquit himfelf in this 

matter ? 
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matter ? Have you not been forward to accufe your 
Judge, when you ought to have taken lhame to your- 
lelvcs ? Have you not complained of the ftriftnefs 
and feverity of His law ? And when a faithful applica¬ 
tion has been made to your confciences by the minif- 
ters of Chrift, has not the effeft been the fame, as with 
Ahab ? Have you not “ gone to your houfe heavy 
and difpleafed ?’* 

Shall we, then, envy the monarch upon his throne ? 
He had obtained a fignal victory j but the wrath of 
God was kindled againft him. He poffefled a king¬ 
dom j but his own furious and vile pafiions rendered 
him extremely wretched, As if his whole dominion 
could not fa tidy his defires, he fixed his eye upon a 
•fmall vineyard, which he coveted as an addition to his 
garden*. But this was the paternal inheritance of 
another perfon, Naboth, who, it ihould feem, from a 
confcientious regard to the law of God f, refilled on 
any terms to relinquilh that, which defeended to him 
from his anceftors, and which was entailed upon his 
family. A refufal from his own fubjeft, the haughty 
prince could not bear; and merely becaufe he could 
not obtain the acceflion he had longed for, being filled 
with rage and anguiih he gave himfelf up to a fbllen 
, defpondency. 

What a {hiking pidhire does this exhibit, of the fin, 
the danger, and the mifery of an envious, proud, and 
avaricious difpofition J « Be content with fuch things 
as ye have J.” Some little enlargement of your in¬ 
come or your eflate, you fuppofe, would quite fatisfjr 

• j Kings, xxi. !, &c. f Lev. xxv. 23. J Hcb. xiii. 3. 
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you/ No: you deceive yourfelyes: fomething elfc 
would then be wanted. The rich and the powerful 
*rc as far from th'e fummit of their wjfhes, as the moft 
indigent. If you had Ahab’s property, with Ahab’s 
temper, you would be truly wretched. Why fhquld 
you not be fatiafied, as you now are ? Only pray, that 
you may eqjoy the bye and bleffing of God with your 
pofleffions, and you will find, “ a little that a righ¬ 
teous man bathi is better than the riches of many 
wieked V 

It rarely happens, that a perfon of a difeontented, 
malignant fpirit is not hurried away into fchemes of 
villany, to accomplifh his objed. Satan, probably, or 
fome of his agents, will furnilh a plan, if you be dif- 
jipfed to follow it. The infamous queen, Jezebel, 
contrived and effeded the deftrudion of Naboth by 
the bafeft perfidy, that Ihe might gratify the defires of 
.the king. Ahab, indeed, did not appear in that tranf- 
adion i but he plainly confented to it, and immediate¬ 
ly feized upon the inheritance of his murdered fubjed. 
Although his wife might be.die more obdurate of¬ 
fender, he himfelf was deftitute of every good princi¬ 
ple, and ready to comply with her iniquitous pro-, 
jeds. The. firft propofer pf a Clime is, doubdefs, 
the moft culpable j but he, who cheerfully joins as _ 
an accomplice, lhall bear his own fin. Nay, even he, 
who only approves the wickednefe of anodier, and is 
willing to reap the advantage of it, is chargeable with 
a degree of gufit, which admits of no excufe. 



• Pfal. xxxv'i. 16 . 
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And what is the fruit of unjuft gain? Does it 
give peace to the poflHTors, or anfwcr their expec¬ 
tations ? What was Ahab the better, for his much 
coveted vineyard ? If he were deaf to the reproofs of 
confidence, he was made to hear the fentence of God 
from the mouth of Elijah, who arrefted him upon the 
very fpot, and in the ad of feizing the paternal eftate 
of Naboth. The appearance of the prophet on fuch 
an occafion, excited in him the raoft painful feelings, 
and quite confounded him. Being inftanriy ftruck 
•with terror, as if he read his doom in the countenance 
of the man of God, he cried out, “ Haft thou found 
me, O mine enemy ?” Alas ! what could he look for, 
but an enemy, in the meflenger of Jehovah ? Elijah 
charged upon him the impious tranfa&ion of Naboth’s 
murder, and predi&ed, that he, and his queen, and all 
his family, would fhortly be cut off by violence. 

How certainly does mifery attend the commilfion of 
iniquity ! And how vain are the hopes, which finners 
entertain, of fecrecy or impunity! “ Be fure, your 

fin will find you out.” God is privy to all your pur- 
poles, and fooner or later will overwhelm you with 
confternation at the fight of your own wickednefs. It 
will be well, if fhe denunciations of vengeance drive 
you to repentance, that you may avoid the indigna¬ 
tion, which is ready to fall upon you. 

Was Ahab, then, a penitent ? We might have fnp- 
pofed fo, at the firft appearance. When he heard his 
awful condemnation, * f he rent his clothes, and put 
fackcloth upon his flelh, and failed, and lay in fack- 
cloth, and went foftly.” Doubtkfs he was alarmed i 

and 
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and by fuch a conduct he made an open confeflion of 
his fin. Bur, whatever horrors of mind he felt, he 
experienced no real contrition, no abiding change; as 
the fequel of the hiftory will prove. Yet even this 
external humiliation procured him fome temporal ad¬ 
vantages. The Lord exprefied a favourable notice of 
it, and declared, that the judgments fhould be awhile 
delayed. The offender was reprieved, but not par¬ 
doned. A further trial was granted him ; but the for¬ 
bearance of God produced not its proper efie&s. 

How afloniihing is the divine patience toward thofe, 
who remain impenitent! The Lord will regard the 
beginning, or even the outward figns, of converfion, 
rather than appear unwilling to receive a returning fin- 
ner. Where profeflions of forrow are made, he is 
often pleafed tp flay or to withdraw his hand from 
taking vengeance. Let us, therefore, bow at his 
footftool, and confefs our guilt before him. But “ be 
not deceived; He is not mocked.” No fair fhew in 
the fight of men can impole upon Him. You may 
be terrified at death, and under the dread of damna¬ 
tion may cry for mercy. You may affume die garb 
and the language of penitents, and yet continue in 
Jove and in league with fin. Are there pot thofe, 
who lately exprefled great diflrefi, and an earned: de¬ 
fire of amendment, in the time of ficknels ? And now 
when {hey are reftored to health, and again put to the 
trial, is not die warning forgotten ? A rc not all their 
refolutions broken ? They do not, at leafl, with the 
fame fervour implore forgivenefs, but, like Ahab, when 
they feel die rod removed, return to their former ob¬ 
duracy. 
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duracy. What, then, will be the iflue ? What, in¬ 
deed, can be erpefted ? Let us attend to the elofe of 
this wicked life, which exhibits the diflembler dying 
at laft in contempt of God, and by his righteous judge¬ 
ment. 

Yran before 1° conjunction with Jelfolhaphat, who had 
ciinrt, 837. f orme j an alliance with him, he prepared 

for war againft Syria *. At the inftance of Jehoiha- 
phat, he pretended to conlult the Lord; but he called 
only for his idolatrous priefts, whofe approbation was 
eafily obtained. Their compliant anfwers, howevef, 
did not fatisfy Jehofhaphat, who wi filed for a pro¬ 
phet of Jehovah; and then Ahab obferved, that there 
was a man of that character, Micaiah, whom he hated 
for his tremendous denunciations. We do not won¬ 
der at fuch a declaration. Can the minifters of God 
expeft the love and favour of thole, whom they are 
conftrained to warn and reprove ? 1'he preachers of 
the Gofpel muft proclaim the terrors of the Lord 
without referve, and it is probable, that on this ground 
many of their hearers will quarrel with them. It is 
true, finners, they cannot “ prophefy good concern¬ 
ing you, but evil.” And fhould you therefore hate 
them, as Ahab did Micaiah ? Rather, hate and re¬ 
nounce your iniquity; and they will bring you a dif¬ 
ferent mefiage. 

We admire the courage and fidelity of Micaiah, who, 
at the hazard of his life, rebuked the king of Ilracl, 
and foretold his fpeedy deftruCtion in the propofed ex¬ 
pedition againft the Syrians. Provoked by this bold 


i Kings, xxii. ?, &c. 
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add reft, the haughty prince caft him into prifon, andy 
is irt defiance of Jehovah and his prophet, ruffled into 
.the battle. Such uri avowed oppofition to the voice of 
God arid his minifters is indeed an awful fign. We 
fear for thofe, who will not liften to admonitions. 
For ,c he that being often reproved hardeneth his 
neck, fhall fuddenly be deftr'oyed, and that without 
remedy V' 

Ahab had probably become more obdurate through 
his late reprieve, and promifed himfelf a longer reign 
in his fins: and yet, as if he had fome dread of the 
threatened danger, he difguifed himfelf in the habit of 
a private foldier, and put on a coat of mail. But, 
though concealed from the obfervation of his enemies, 
the hand of God found him out. He was wounded 
by an arrow, (hot “ at a venture,” but directed by 
unerring wifdom; and wounded in the very part, 
where alone he was vulnerable, ** between the joints 
of the harnefs.” He felt the approach of death, yet 
gave no figns of repentance, and expired the fame 
evening. According to Elijah’s predidtion, the dogs 
licked up his blood} and the whole family was foon 
afterwards extirpated. 

What a folemn narrative is this! O that it might 
have its proper effedt upon carelefs finners! You flat¬ 
ter yourfelves, like Ahab, that the menaces of God 
will not be fulfilled: you hope to cfcapc his judgment: 
but, with all your contrivances, you cannot fly from 
it. A more awful deftrudUon, than that of Ahab in 
the battle, is prepared for you* Still you rulh on, and. 
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in fpite of every warning, prefume that you (hall not 
perilh. You are enraged with thofe, who foretel your 
ruin: but they mull continue to declare, “ O wicked 
man, thou (halt furely die And foon “ fhall the 
right-aiming thunderbolts go abroad, and from the 
clouds, as from a well-drawn bow, fhall they fly to the 
mark f.” 

Some, we trufl, from an apprehenfion of danger ami 
a belief of the Gofpel, are feeking by humiliation and 
prayer to obtain deliverance. “ Turn ye to the ftrong 
hold, ye prifoners of hope Jefus will gracioufly 
receive you, and fecure you from the ftorms of im-* 
pending wrath. If you fly to Him for refuge, you 
fhall never be confounded. When the deflroying 
Angel fhall go forth, and flay an innumerable company, 
you fhall have a mark in your foreheads which will 
effectually preferve you: and you fhall enter into the 
joy of your Lord for ever. 

* Ezek.xxxiii. 8. + Wtfd. r. zi. J Zecfe. ix. is. 
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JEHOSHAPHAT. 

CHAP, VII. 

Jt'bojhapbat, bis excellent tbar alter—his attention to his 
kingdom—profpered under . the divine blejjing—joined 
affinity with Abab—the bad confluences of that alli¬ 
ance—reproved and threatened—renewed his endeavours 
for the public good—miraculoufly delivered from confe¬ 
derate enemies—defrayed idolatry—again and again offi¬ 
ciated with the court of Ifracl—fufferedfor it. 

W e have beheld with grief the low Hate of religion 
in the kingdom of Ifrael, and the awful departure both 

of the princes and the people from the Lord God of 

# 

their fathers. .We now turn our eyes to the other part 
of the land, and obferve the pollute of affairs in the 
kingdom of Judah. Here a more agreeable profpedl 
opens upon us. Great corruptions, indeed, both in 
worlhip and in morals, prevailed. But it pleafed Gpd 
to raile up many pious rulers from the family of Da¬ 
vid, (in which, according to the promife, the fuccef- 
fion to the throne of Judah was continued without 
interruption) and thefe, by a zealous exertion of their 
power, were the means of reviving the true knowledge 
and fear of Gpd among their fubjedts. 

The character, now propofed to us, belongs to this 
defeription, and Hands eminently diftinguilhed in the 

facred 
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facred hiftory. He was the fon of the good king Ala j 
and doubdefs he owed much to the example and in-, 
ftru&ions of fuch a father. O that the children of 
godly parents were duly fenfible of their peculiar ad¬ 
vantages, and anxious to improve them, as they ought, 
to the bell purpolesl 

re»n befo.e Jeholhaphat, who was the fourth in lineal 
chrirt, 914. defeent from Solomon, came to the crown 

at the time that Ahab reigned over Ifrael. For twenty- 
five years the nation enjoyed the blefling of his wile 
and upright government j and by his pious exhorta¬ 
tions, as well as holy practice, they were taught and 
encouraged to walk' in the way of righteoufnefs. How 
excellent, how lovely is true religion! From the view 
of fuch a character, may we be excited to imitate, 
what we are conftrained to admire! 

Immediately upon his acceffion, he difeovered a 
prudent regard to the fafety of his dominions, and put 
them in a proper pofture of defence*. But he was 
chiefly felicitous to promote the honour of God, and 
the fpiritual interefts of the people. He abhorred the 
corruptions of the neighbouring kingdom, and fet him- 
felf to correct the abufes, which obtained among his 
own fubje&s. He not only avowed himfelf the fer- 
vant of Jehovah, but manifefted a peculiar zeal, cou¬ 
rage, and delight in his obedience to him. Grieved 
for the ignorance and profanenefs which had Ipread 
throughout the land, he took the moll effectual method 
to obviate and remove them. For he fent Prielts and 
Levites, accompanied by feme of the principal officers 
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of his court, to publilh and explain the divine law from 
city to city. Thus the piety of the Church and the 
power of the State were united and exerted for the 
nobleft purpofes. The king of Judah, then, in his 
religious fervour, refembled his illuftrious anceftor 
David, whofe condydt, it fhould feem, in the belt 
parts of it, he propofed for his own imitation. 

Great were the advantages, which refulted to Jeho- 
fhaphat in particular, and to the nation at large. He 
fbon became a profperous, rich, and potent prince, 
and faw his fubje&s around him fecure, peaceable and 
happy. He was recompenfed with the prefence and 
the blefling of that God, whom he ferved; “ The Lord 
was with him}” and to this caufe we are taught to 
aferibe the affluepce, the honour, the ftrength, and the 
tranquillity, which he enjoyed. The facred hiftory 
requires us to acknowledge the hand of God in every 
event. “ Not a fparrow falls on the ground without 
Him.” This is but litde regarded: for are not the 
laws of nature, or thofe unmeaning terms, fortune and 
chance, fubftituted in the place Qf the Divine Provi¬ 
dence? And is not Jehovah nearly excluded by us 
from the government of his own world ? He is not 
fought to, for fuccefs} and the praife of it is not given 
to Him, but to human diligence, forefight, or good ma¬ 
nagement} or if there be no pretence to any of thefe, 
it is referred to fome lucky hit, of which no account 


can be rendered. O tinners, we warn you not to 
prefume upop your abilities, nor to fuppofe that your 
fchemes will certainly profper, notwithftanding your 
contempt of religion. The God of heaven, whom you 
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fet at nought, may inftandy defeat your beft concerted 
plans, and turn them to confufion. . 

How wonderful is the dominion which He excreife* 
over us! He diipofes of all our concerns, according 
to his own pleafurej but his interpofition is not ufually 
vifible. He governs all our hearts, and accomplices 
hispurpofes, chiefly by this fecret influence. Yet we 
are free; for we aft agreeably to our own views, dc~ 
fires, and paflions. This powerful accefs, which God 
has to the human mind, myfterious as it is, muft be 
confefied in the hiftory before us. J ehofhaphat “ had 
riches and honour in abundance;” and his fubjcfts 
were inclined not only to. obey him, but to bring him 
many prefcntsj—bccaufe “ the Lord ftabliflied the 
kingdom in his hand.” He was not harafled by out¬ 
ward enemies, for they raifed no war againft him > but, 
if we would affgn the reafon, we muft look higher 
than Jehofhaphat, and obferve a ftrong and effectual 
reftraint hid upon thofe, who would otherwife have 
diftrefied him: “ the fear of the Lord fell upon all the 
kingdoms round about.” Nay, many of them, who 
feemed mofc unlikely, made large and voluntary offer¬ 
ings to him; fo that his wealth and magnificence were 
increafed exceedingly. 

In this inftance, then, at leaft, the beauty and the 
advantages of real piety will be acknowledged. In 
every fmiation it is amiable and ufcful, but k is spe¬ 
cially fo, when joined with authority. A zeal for 
truth and rightcoufhefs among cur governors, and 
aftive exertions for the propagation of die Gofpel, 
would produce the moil beneficial effefts, as tending 

S i to 
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to revive the work of God in our land. Nor would 
this regard to religion be inimical to the temporal inte- 
refts of the community, or contrary to found politics. 
It would not prevent an attention to the fecurity of 
our dominions. Forts might be built, garrifons eftab- 
liihed, numerous armies maintained, and large bulinefs 
tranfafted, as in the realm of Jeholhaphat. A better 
confiderdtion, however, than that of all human means 
of protection, is, “ The Lord would be our defence j 
the Holy One of I fra el our king." 

Bur not merely are pious rulers an extenfive bleffing; 
all lively, exemplary Chriftians are fo, as far as their 
influence can reach. It is incumbent upon us all, to 
employ what talents we have, for the honour of God 
and the falvation of fouls. You are ready to remark, 
probably, how much good others might do, who poflefs 
more power, and how much you yourfelves would do, 
with their abilities. Alas! you know not your own 
hearts. Why are you not “ faithful in that which is lit¬ 
tle ?” Have you fet up the worfhip of God in your 
houfes? Though you preflde not, as Jeholhaphat, over 
a kingdom, is not the charge of a family important ? 
And why Ihould not you indraft your domcftics, as he 
did his fubjefts, in “ the book of the law of the Lord ?*’ 
But be confident, as he was: do not recommend one 
thing, and praftife another. Begin, therefore, with 
yourfelves: “ feek to the Lord God of Ifrael," and 
then call upon your children and fervants to follow 
your example, • 

. Are you afraid, that by fuch a conduft you Ihall in¬ 
cur hatred and opposition, and thus injure your tempo¬ 
ral 
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ral concerns? Be it fo: care not for it: You will 
fuffer in a glorious caufe, and receive an hundred fold 
reward. But your fears may magnify your danger. 
The Lord will give you as much of the good things of 
this life, as is expedient for you: for " both riches 
and honour come of Him.” We do not exhort you to 
enter upon a religious courfe from the mercenary ex¬ 
pectation of worldly profperity: yet the faithful fer- 
vants of Chrift frequently obtain even prefent advan¬ 
tages, which more than counterbalance all their lofies. 
Of this at leaft be aflured, and it ought to fatisfy you, 
the Lord will be with you, as He was with Jchofha- 
phat. 

v«n before But no hunvn character is perfect: in this 
chriit, *97. erninent pri nce a f a d defeCt was found. Ah! 
how mortifying to our pride is the confideration of that 
ftrength of depravity, which remains in the moft ex¬ 
cellent of the earth! Yet Jeholhaphat’s offence con¬ 
futed not in the commiflion of any grofs iniquity. 
Doubtlefs, he aCted in a difhonourable and incon¬ 
gruous manner, if we regard his religious profelBons. 
Though he had difeovered fuch amazing firmnefs in 
oppofing idolatry, he was induced, probably from 
worldly motives, to form a connection with idolaters. 
Strange indeed, that he fhould go fo contrary to his 
own principles, and to his general conduCc! But every 
believer feels that within himfelf, which will account 
for fuch unfteadinefs in others; for he fays, “ The 
evil, which I would not, that I do 
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Perhaps his riches and his honours were a Cure to 
hifn. We know, at lejift, the danger of profperity ; 
for it ufually puffs up the mind, find fuggefts plans for 

t C 

further exaltation, whiph are very unfavourable to real 
piety. “ Jehofhaphat joined affinity with Ahab*,’’ 
die wicked ruler of Ifrael. He married his fon Jeho- 
ram to Athaliah the daughter of Ahab. Perhaps he 
did this front abfurd maxims of policy; it might bp 
from the expectation of uniting the two kingdoms again 
under his own pofterity. But it was difpleafing to 
Cod, extremely hurtful to himfelf, and a mifchievous 
example to his fubjeCts. Alliances of this kind, with 
fuch as have no true regard to God, have been fatal 
to thoufands, who once appeared eminent in religion, 
Little harm may be apprehended from them; for it is 
generally fuppofed at firft, that die acquaintance be¬ 
tween tjie two families need not be very intimate. 
But one thing infenfibly leads on to another; and if 
you make any adyance to conciliate the favour of pro¬ 
fane perfons, you will probably be drawn into famili¬ 
arities and compliances with them, which once you 

0 

ypuld have abhorred. 

Intermarriages will naturally produce an intercourfe 
between the parents of the refpeCtive parties. Jeho- 
fhaphat vifited Ahab; and, wliilil they yvcrc feafting 
together, the King of Judah conlented to join his forces 
yvidi Ahab, and to accompany him to batde againft 
Syria, Jde did not, indeed, renounce or conceal hj$ 
feljgion in that wicked court; for he advifed, that 

tliey {houlcj confult die word of the Lord, But alas! 

% • 

• a Chron, xviii, i, &c. 
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how vain to think of enquiring of God in fuch an 
houfc! Four hundred of the idolatrous priefts of Baal 
were introduced, and Jeholhaphat was compelled to 
hear their flatteries and their lies. Probably, he felt 
difguft, and therefore deflred, that Micaiah, the faith¬ 
ful prophet of Jehovah, might be fent for* but he 
could have little fatisfadUon, while he law the man of 
God and his meflage derided, and could fcarcely fpeak 
in his behalf 

You plead in favour of alliances with worldly per- 
fons, that your ufefulnefs may be thereby extended j 
fince you may draw thofe over to the fervice of God, 
who are now prejudiced againft it. But does not the 
contrary effedt more ufiially take place ? It is not fo 
likely, that you will profit them, as that they will hurt 
you. If you cultivate an intimacy with them, you 
will be led to make facrifices, which your confidences 
condemn: at leaft, you muft often be filent, when 
your*mouth fhould be open to bear witnefs for God. 
O beware, left you wound, if not deftroy, your fouls, 
in compliment to them 1 

Prudential motives are alleged; and it is alked. 
Why ftiould we give up the profpedk of great advan¬ 
tage ?-It requires no proof furely, that to violate 

a plain duty from a regard to gain is an avowed rejec¬ 
tion of God. But it deferves our notice, that thofe, 
who embark in any wrong fcheme from lucrative or 
ambitious views, are generally difappointed.——Jeho- 
fhaphat accompanied Ahab to the battle, in direct op- 
pofition to the Lord’s prophet; and there his Ufe was 
expofed to the moft imminent danger, and refeued 

S 4 from 
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from the aflaults of the Syrians, only by a miracle. 
The Lord fuffered him to come into the utmoft ex¬ 
tremity, to convince him of his guilt, and then inter-, 
pofed for his deliverance. While the enemy com-. 
parted him about to kill him, “ he cried out, and the 
I-ord helped him; and God moved them to depart 
from him,” He was permitted to efcape: but what 
profit had he received from his yifit? The Lord, who 
fpared him in mercy, fent a very folcmn reproof to 
him, and a denunciation of wrath, for aiTociating with 
the ungodly*.-—rr-The faints are punilhed for their 
mifeonduit, but not finally deftroyed, as the wicked 
are. And do we not obferve, by the awful reprehen- 
fion and chaftifement of this upright and eminent fer- 
vant of God, that the peculiar fin, into which he fell, 
is molt hateful and pernicious ? 

Jeholhaphat returned to his duty, and, by a vigi¬ 
lant attention to his proper work, endeavoured to re¬ 
pair the mifehief, which his familiarity with ^hab, 
}>oflibly, produced in the nation. It fhould feem, that 
a confiderable declenfion had taken place. Alas! how 
ready are finners fo throw off reftraint, when pious 
rulers or teachers flacken their diligence, and are themr 
felves betrayed into wrong conduit! The king of 
J udah, then, fet himfelf again to reform his fubje&s, 
with the fame holy ardour as before. He attended in 
perfon to correft abufep, and to deliver ipftruftions. 
Nor were his labours vain; f* Jle brought back the 
people to the Lord God of their fathers.” The regu¬ 
lar and impartial .adminjftration of juftice, alfo, through 

? a Chron, xix. t, 
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every part of the land, engaged his ferious regard. 
He appointed judges and officers, and charged them 
to execute their truft faithfully, as ip the prefence of 

Qod. - -H ow defirable is it to fee thofe, who have 

declined, effectually recovered, and proving their re¬ 
covery by a zealous and ftriCt performance of their duty 
in their different fituations of life! Enough remains 
for each of us to doj efpecially as much harm may 
have arifen from our former negligence: and though 
we cannot expiate our paft iniquity, yet the remem¬ 
brance of it ihould excite us to double diligence in the 
work of God. 

The king of Judah, who had been threatened with 
the divine difpleafure, was loon made to know, that 
his fafety depended upon God alone, without whofe 
protection he muff have been overwhelmed by his con¬ 
federate enemies, A numerous hoft of Moabites, Am¬ 
monites, and others, invaded his land, and threw him 
into the^ utmoft confternation *. Then, probably, he 
felt fhame and diftrefs for his fin, as well as dread on 
account of his danger. But let us oblerve in him a 
remarkable pattern of humiliation, faith, and devotion. 
Though perplexed, he did not lie down in defpair, but 
fir ft “ fet himfelf to feek the Lord,” and afterward 
called upon all his people to do the fame. « He pro¬ 
claimed a faft throughout all Judah; and they gathered 
themfelves out of all the cities to afk help of tlje Lord,” 
Jn this large and folemn affembly the prince himfelf 
prefided, and, as the mouth of die congregation, prayed 
aloud unto God before them all, with Lingular fervour, 

? 2 Chro xu xx. i, he. 
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Deeply fenfible of their entire dependence upon God, 
the fovereign and omnipotent difpofcr of all the king¬ 
doms of the world, he pleaded the Lord's peculiar re¬ 
lation to them, and former mercies bellowed upon 
them j and then reprefenting their diftrefs, and profelT- 
ing a full reliance upon Him, he entreated his favour¬ 
able interpofition. 

“ The Lord is merciful and gracious, flow to anger, 
and plenteous in mercy: He will not always chide, 
neither will he keep his anger for ever * ” Jeholha- 
phat, therefore, received an anlwer of peace: for a 
prophet was immediately commiflioned to encourage 
both the prince and all his fubjedls, and to allure them 
that on the very next day, 1 if they would go forth in 
faith to meet their enemies, they lhould obtain a com¬ 
plete vi&ory without an engagement. Jeholhaphat 
believed, worlhipped, and praifed God. In obedience 
to the divine mandate, he prepared his people, and 
exhorted them to trull the Lord, to expert his pro- 
mifed aid, and to extol Him “ whofe mercy endureth 
for ever.” He himfelf led them out to the field, whi¬ 
ther they advanced with hymns of loud thankfgivings to 
God, as if lhouting for the conquell. In an inllant 
the combined armies were confounded, and, like per- 
fons feized with a phrenfy, they dellroyed each other. 
Was there ever a more exemplary proof of the efficacy 
of prayer and faith in God ? How vifible was his in- 
terfjofition in behalf of his fervants, who had only to 
‘ u Hand Hill and fee his falvadon!” To Him, there¬ 
fore, the glory was devoutly aferibedj for the men of 

• Pfalm ciii. 8, 9. 
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Judah, conduced by their prince, returned, as they 
went, with fongs of joy, confelfing that “ the Lord 
had made them to rejoice over thei* enemies.” The 
hand of God appeared fo manifcftly in this event, that 
all the furrounding nations, being ftruck with awe, no 
more dared to repeat their hoftilities. To die divine 
influence, then, exerted upon the minds of his adver- 
faries, and not to his own wifdom or courage, Jeho- 
fhaphat was indebted for the quiet, which he afterwards 
enjoyed. 

How Angular is the whole of this tranfa&ion! How 
inftru&ive a pattern do we behold in the pious king of 
Judah! Backfliders, who are punilhed for their of¬ 
fences, may be encouraged from him to renew their 
application to the throne of grace, and maintain their 
hope in God. You may be brought into lb great 
perils, that an efcape may feem impoflible; but when 
like Jeholhaphat you " know not what to do,” lift up 
your eyes to the Father of all mercies, and wait for 
His falvation. Only come with unfeigned penitence, 
and reft with compofure and firmnefs on His promifes 
for help. Go forth with joy and confidence in Him, 
and believe that it will be, as He hath fad. You fhall 
not be difappoihted: for, when you find no refuge. 
He will difplay his power, faithfulnefs, and love on 
your behalf. 

How glorious, then, - does our God appear! “ His 
companions foil not.”-—“ Come, and. let us rftum 
unto the Lord: for He hath torn, and He will heaj 
us; He hath fmitten, and He will bind us up.”—“ Our 
Jielp is in the name of the Lprd, who made heaven 

and 
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and earth*.” In our deepeft diftrefles and moft im¬ 
minent dangers, when all vifible means of fafcty are 
removed, we wilhtruft in Him, and not be afraid. For 
** behold, the Lord’s hand is not fhortencd, that it 
cannot favej neither his ear heavy, that it cannot 
heart*” Faith grounds its expe&ation, not on human 
probabilities, but on the declarations of Jehovah: and 
it Ihould be remembered, that the moft remarkable de¬ 
liverances of the Church have been effected, either 
without the aid of men, or with fuch as in itfelf would 
he weak and contemptible. Thus it is undeniable, 
that " falvation is of the Lordand hereby He fe- 
cures the whole glory to Himfelf. 

What, though your enemies be ftrong and furious: 
they are all under his control, and He will reprefs 
their violence, as He pleafes, to fulfil his own purpofes. 
“ Surely, the wrath of man (hall praife Thee; the 
remainder of wrath fhalt Thou reftrain J.”—If, then, 
we enjoy peace and comfort in our nation, our neigh¬ 
bourhood, or our families, we know to whom we are 
indebted i and we praife our God, who has given us 
tiiis reft. 

Jehofhaphat continued, as a wife and pious ruler, to 
enforce among his fubjefts an attention to the fervice, 
find an obedience to the law, of God. Doubtlefs, he 
was extenfively ufeful; but though he did much, he 
could not do all that he defired. He had deftroyed 
idolatry, and put away the Sodomites, and other abo¬ 
minations, out of the bind; but the people could not 

♦ jii. 2*.' Hof. vi. i. Pfal. exxir. 8. + Ifa, li*. i. 
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be prevailed on to foriake the high places, where re¬ 
ligious rites were performed to the ^true God. Per-* 
haps, he had not courage to correct this irregularity ; 
or it might not be prudent to attempt it, on account 
of the extreme degeneracy of the nation. We lhould 
not expeX every thing from the beft of men. Confi- 
dering the ftate of human nature, we rejoice in any 
degree of amendment, and wonder not that no more 
good is effeXed. Many difficulties will occur, to im¬ 
pede the progrefs and full eftablifhment of reformation: 
but " arife, and be doing, and the Lord will be with 
you.” “ Be always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, forafmucb as ye know, that your labour is not 
in vain in the Lord.” 

We are again obliged to cenfure this very excellent 
king, becaufe the facred writers have done it. He had 
been reproved and punifhed for his intimacy with 
Ahab, and yet he relapfcd, by forming another con¬ 
nexion in the fame irreligious family, with the fon and 
luccelTor of Ahab. Even after that aftoni/hing deliver¬ 
ance which God had wrought for him, and though he 
had fmarted for his late folly, wc find him joining in a 
commercial treaty with Ahaziah, who, like his father, 
was a very profane charaXer. They defigned to fend 
a trading fleet, which they had equipped, to the call, 
and to fhare the profits. But God, in mercy to Je- 
hofhaphat, bladed the fcheme, and fouftrated his topes 
of gain. His (hips were deftroyed in the port; and a 
prophet of Jehovah declared, that this was appointed 
as a chaftifement for his attachment to that wicked 
houfe. Thus the alliance was broken; and the divine 

rebuke 
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rebuke had its proper effeft, at leaft for the feafory 
for, though urged by the king of Ifrae], he peremp¬ 
torily refufed to >enew the compad*.-If we have 

departed from God, and be recovered even by the 
fevereft corrections, let us be thankful fop any Ioffes,- 
■which may have prevented the lofs of our immortal 
fouls: let us praife the Lord, who fought after us, and 
left us not to perifh in our fins. 

But how ftrong is the tendency of our nature to evil I 
How prone are the molt holy men to yield to thofe 
very corruptions, which they feem to have renounced 
and overcome l Some time after the kft tranfadion, 
we find Jehofhaphat once more in confederacy with 
the profane court of Ifracl, and joining in a warlike 
expedition with Jehoram, as he had done w itlx Ahab f. 
Here again he was reduced to extreme difficulties, and 
refeued as before, by the Lord’s interpofition. Doubt- 
lefs, he maintained his integrity to the end; but we 
fee his weaknefs, and tremble for ourfelves. He was, 
probably, of an eafy, compliant humour, and unwil¬ 
ling to difoblige his friends. The firft wrong ftep was, 
his taking a wife for his fon from fuch a family j as 
this paved the way for all the fubfequent mifehiefs. If 
induced to it by the profpeft of advantage, he was 
utterly difappointed. Much he fuffered in his own 
perfon, and many calamities happened to his defeend- 

ants, in confcquencc of this affinity. His immediate 

% 

fucceffor, Jehoram, who married Ahab's daughter, 
proved a dcteftable character: that wicked woman. 

• x King* xxii. 49. f a King* iii. 7, &c. 
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attempted to extirpate all his pofterity; and one child 
only was preferred, in a wonderful manner*. 

Ah! what complicated miferics follow from, what 
may feem, a trifling inftance of mifeonduft! Believers, 
think not yourfelves fecure: cfpecially, if you feel a 
difpofition to be kind, beware of a conformity to the 
world. Your placid tamper, which is truly amiable, 
expofes you to peculiar fnares. Conflder at leaf!, 
what is “ the fin, which doth fo eafily befet you.” 
Though you have renounced it, and fuppofe yourfelves 
free from its aflaults, it will continually recur, and foli- 
cit frefh indulgence. Your flefh, in one way or ano¬ 
ther, will maintain the conflict, till you lay down your 
earthly tabernacles in the duft. 

But let not die weaknefs of Jehofhaphat, or of any 
other faint, be alleged in jollification of thofc, who are 
entirely “ of the flefh, and do mind the things of the 
flefh.” Your compliances are not merely occafional, 
or fuch as you are unwillingly drawn into, by furprife 
or violence of temptation. They fuit your difpofi¬ 
tion, and conftitute your fettled rule of conduct. Your 
cafe then, is very different from theirs, who « are 
not of the world, but chofen out of it.” The fepara- 
tion, to which they are called, is what you would 
dread as the heavieft misfortune. ** Yc adulterers, 
and adulterefTes, know ye not that the friendfhip of the 
world is enmity with God? Whofoever, therefore, will 
be a friend of the world, is the enemy of Gcd f.” 

* 2 Chron. xxi. 6. xxii. 10, &c. 
f J ames iv. 4. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

SECT. I. 

Elijah, an extraordinary prophet—warned the Ifraelites —' 
threatened Ahab with a drought—protected from bit 
rage—fed by ravens—fent to a poor widow at Zare- 
pba/b—raifed her fan to life—again reproved Ahal — 
confounded the worjhippers of Baal , and flew the ido¬ 
latrous priefts. 

H ov vain are ail worldly pomps and diftindlions, 
however eagerly coveted and purfued! Arc they not 
frequently bellowed on men of the bafell character, 
and withheld from thofe, who are, decidedly, the fa¬ 
vourites of Heaven ? We are exprefsly told, that fome 
eminent faints “ wandered about in Iheeplkins and 
goatlkins, being deftitute, afflidted, tormented." Had 
we, indeed, been witneflfes of all that contempt and 
variety of diltrefs, which they experienced, while 
« they wandered in deferts, and in mountains, and in 
dens and caves of the earth," we might have conclud¬ 
ed againll them. But we hear the teftimony of an 
infallible judge, “ Of thefe the world was not worthy*;" 
they were, of all others, deareft to God, his molt 


• Heb. xL 37, 3*. 
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faithful fcrvants, and die brighteft ornaments of his 
Church j and very fhortly they will appear with pecu¬ 
liar luftre in the kingdom of his glory. 

This defcription, probably, may be applicable to 
many ancient believers. We know One fiich in fiance 
at leaft: Elijah* who ftands among the foremoft in the 
lift of feripture worthies, is exactly charafterized by it. 

Next to Mofes, perhaps, he is the moil extraordi¬ 
nary prophet, whole life is recorded in the old tefta- 
ment. There was indeed a ftrong likenefs between 
thefe two, in various particulars * and they were both 
fele&ed for the diftinguilhed honour of attending our 
Lord on the mount of transpiration: ** they appeared 
in glory, talking with Him, and fpake of his deccafe, 
which He Ihould accomplifh at Jerufalem*.”——It 
will be recollefted, alfo, that a perfon of great emi¬ 
nence in the new eeftament is compared to Elijah. 
John the Baptift, who was foretold by his very name, 
is defcribed as a man of the lame Ipirit, of a fimilar 
habit and appearance, alike abftemious and abftra£ted 
from fociety, alike firm and undaunted in maintaining 
die caufe of Godf. Many important lelTons of in- 
ftruttion, doubdefs, may be derived from the example 
before us. But his office and flotation were fo Angu¬ 
lar, that in fome circumftances, we allow, he cannot 
properly be propofed as a pattern for exaft imitation, 
fo much as a fobjeft of our devout wonder and admi¬ 
ration. Throughout the whole of his moft interefting 
life, we obferve him employed as the immediate mefi 

• Luke ix. 30, 31. t 2 *• 8 * **• S- M»tt. «*• 4 * 

xi. 14. xvii. is. Lake L 17. 

T fenger 


Vol. II. 



274 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

fcnger of Heaven, and fupportpd, by a continued fe- 
ries of miracles, under fome affli&ive difpenfations of 
Providence and great violence of perfecution. Let us 
glorify God in him. 

He Was fent to the rebellious houfe of Ifrael, to re- 

% 

prove them for .their departure from, the Lord, to vin¬ 
dicate the honour of his law, and to reftore his fervice. 
Though clothed in mean apparel, with what majefty 
and authority did he fpcak and aft! He called Tinners 
to repentance, rebuking and exhorting j and, without 
dreading the wrath of the king, he denounced, and 
even executed, the judgments of God againft him and 
his fubjetts. We admire the padence and mercy of 
our God in yifidng that people, fo generally corrupt 
and abandoned, and in raifuig up fuch an one to main¬ 
tain his truth among them. And do we not praife 
Him for his goodnels in waiting upon us by the minif- 
tfy of the Golpel, amidft fuch univerfal depravity and 
contempt of Himfelf? We acknowledge, to the glory 
of his grace, that He has fent among us many faithful 
witneffes, w,hom he has. fupported and profpered, for 
the teviyal of h^s work in this finful and adulterous ge¬ 
neration. 

cSm.S is introduced ip the facred hiftory 

910. . , without any mention of his parentage or ex- 

traftion n .In .the firft account, which is given of him, 
w? find hm delivering an unwelcome meffage from 
the Loyd to the king of. Ifj^el, 2nd threatening a 
drought upon the land*. We apprehend, that many 
former warnings had been defpifed, and that this judg- 

• 1 King* xvii. 1, Sic. 
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ment was infti&ed as a punilhment, both on the prince 
and the people, for their rejection.of the prophet. 
They were taught, that he hatl received his commif- 
fion from Heaven, when they faw the rain granted or 

withheld according to his word.;—-The God of na- 

» 

ture, with uncontrolable authority, rules over all. The 
Various hofts of creatures are at his command; and 
when He lhall direft, they are ready to go ; forth as die 
executioners of his vengeance, to chaftife ordeftroy 
ungodly finners. The rain falls not by chance, but by 
his appointment; and very frequently ,f He tumeth a 
fruitful land into barrennefs, for the wickednels of them 
that dwell therein." The fcomful treatment of his 
Uiinifters, elpecially, will be fure to roufe his indigna¬ 
tion. 

For three years and a half, “ the heaven was fhut 
Up, and great famine was throughout all the land*.” 
It is almoil inconceivable, how terrible the effects mull 
have been : and yet the people remained impenitent. 
Ahab, and his queen Jezebel, if not his fubjefts in ge¬ 
neral, inftead of turning to the Lord with contrition, 
fought the life of the prophet, as if he, and not their 
own guilt, had occaiioned their calamities. But he 
was prote&ed from their rage, and fupported by a con- 

^ ft 

tmued miracle, though he could not but partake of the 
public diftreis. The very courfe of nature was over¬ 
ruled, that his bread might not fail: and yet it plealed 
God to put his faith and obedience conftantly to die 
trial, and to require the moll decifive evidence of his 
finccrity, in the moll difficult circumiftances. 

• Luke ir. l j. 
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He commanded him to fly to a conflderable diftance, 
and for a time to feparate himfelf from ail iociety, af- 
luring him, that a little brook, where he fhould lie 
concealed, would fumilh him witli water, and that the 
ravens fhould be commiflioned to bring him food- He 
believed the word, and complied with this extraordi 
nary direction 5 nor did the promife difappoint him: 
he drank of the brook, and the birds of pfey brought 
him regular fupplies of bread and flefh. In that re¬ 
tired fituation, lie feemed to be cut off from all public 
ufefulnefsj but doubtlels he enjoyed fweet intercourfe 
with God, and offered up fervent prayer for the con- 
verlion of his impenitent country. We perceive and 
admire -the peculiar energy of that faith, which en¬ 
abled him day after day to expeft his maintenance in a 
way die moft improbable. For how ftrange, that the 
very ravens fhould aft fo contrary to their nature, as to 
forego their own indulgence, and minifler to the re¬ 
lief of the prophet! 

Are we alfo ready to go, wherever the Lord fhall 
call? Ah! what fears and apprehenfions would diftraft 
our minds in flmilar circumftances I But, though the 
external means of fubfiftence appear to be at our com¬ 
mand, faith was not’ more neccflary for Elijah, than it 
is for us: we fhould ftill live, from day to day, de¬ 
pendent upon the God of providence for our daily 
bread. Has not He fuftained us hitherto in a wonder¬ 
ful manner ? Are we not as much indebted to Him for 
our fupport, as if we had been fed by a miracle ? Per¬ 
haps, we have been aflifted by thofe perfons, who 
feemed as unlikely to be kind, as the very ravens. In 

many 
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many inftances we have found men of a fierce and 
greedy difpofirion, refilling, as ic were, the impure of 
their nature, renounce their own advantages, and difeo- 
ver an uncommon tendernefs and regard towards the 
defpifed and perfecutcd fervants of the Lord. Surely, 
tliis ought to be aferibed to His powerful influence, 
exerted on the behalf of thofe, whom He has engaged 
to protect 

After fome time, the faith of Elijah was tried in a 
different way. The brook, which had fupplied him 
with water, dried up, and his fituation, therefore, be¬ 
came untenable. However, the Lord, who Hill ex¬ 
tended the fame care toward him, directed him to go 
to Zarephath, a town of Phenicia, and a(fured him, 
that a poor widow of Gentile extraction would fupport 
him, though banilhed from his own country. Many 
objections mij^ht arife in his mind} but he obeyed the 
command, and obtained the promifed help.—May 
We pofieis a fimilar truft and fubmifiion! For what 
have we to do, but to follow our Guide, though we 
know not whither He leads us ? IC, inftead of this 
unreferved reliance upon Him, we queflion the pro¬ 
priety of his appointments, and ** confult with flefli 
and blood,” we fhall probably be tempted to take a 
wrong courfe, and thereby be involved in innumerable 
difficulties. 

When the prophet reached the end of his journey, 
the way was prepared for, his reception. The very 
woman, whom he fought, came out of the city juft as 
he arrived there; and perhaps it had been intimated to 
her, that, notwithftanding her diftreffes, (he rauft en- 

T 3 tertaio 
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tertain this lingular gueft. He found her gathering 4 
few flicks, in order to bake her laft handful of meal 
for herfelf and he$ fon, expelling that they muft fhortly 
perifh with hunger. Surely, he could not afk relief 
from one in fuch circumflances. But, having an in¬ 
fallible word to depend on, he entreated her to minifter 
tinto him out of her fmall pittance, and allured her from 
the Lord, that her wants fhould he fupplied, though 
invifibly. This, doubtlefs, proved a fevere trial to her, 
and remarkably difplayed her faith and piety. She 
complied with the requifition, and obtained a recom- 
pence for her obedience. Long time flic and her fa¬ 
mily, together with the prophet, were miraculoufly 
fupported. It might feem to them continually, that 
they were eating their laft morfel; but there ftill re¬ 
mained fecret refources, fo that “ the barrel of meal 
wafted not, neither did the crufe of oil fail.” 

The fame kind of interpofition may not be granted 
to us. Byt why do we enquire with fo much perplex¬ 
ity, “ What fhall we eat? or what fliall we drink ?’* 

Seek firft the kingdom of God and his righteoufnefs, 

% * • 

and all other things, needful or expedient, fhall be 
added unto you. What means your unbelief? Has 

God forgotten to be gracious, or violated his word ? 

• • # 

Does not He ftill feed the fowls of the air ? And, fince 
the fulnefs of the earth is His, has he not a thoufand 
ways of relieving your neceflities ? 

Do any perfons wonder, that Elijah was fent to a 
Sidonian, rather than to any of the families of Ifrael ? 
Our Lord has ^taught us, from this very inftance, to 
beware of trufting to our religious privileges, left 

others 
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others with inferior advantages fhould obtain the pre¬ 
ference*. We fhould alfo fear to defpife the miniftert 
of God, left we be punifhed by their utter removal. 
The Gofpel kfclf may be taken from* us, and given to 
another people. For the Lord God adls in a fovereign 
manner: He beftows and withdraws his favours, where 
and when He pleafes. • 

During Elijah’s refidence with the widow, her fon 
fickened and died. The poor diftrefled mother, under 
deep convidlions of her guilt, confidered the calamity 
as a judgment inflidted upon her by the prophet, and 
with fome impatience defired him to depart, as if Ihe 
was not able to (land in his prefence. This afflidtive 
circumftance feemed at firft to ftagger his faith. But, 
in anfwer to his very fervent prayer, the child revived. 
Thus the Lord put a frefh and dilVinguifhed honour 
upon him, as well as magnified his own power. Be¬ 
fore that time, no fuch miracle, that we know of, had 
ever been wrought upon the earth; and in this view, 
we cannot conceive a more illuftrious inllance of de¬ 
pendence upon God, than that of Elijah, who could 
afk and confidently expedt fuch an event to take place. 
Years before Elijah's long continuance at Zarephath, 

Chriftj about « • . « • • • .• 

906. probably, gave nun fome opportunities of 
ufefiilnefs in that city, and his retirement might prove 
a peculiar blefllng to himfclfj and tend to qualify him 
for more public fervices. At length, the Lord di- 
redted him to quit this retreat, and go to the Court 
Qf Ahab, intimating that He woyld fhortly deliver If- 


» Luke iv. 2;. 
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rael from the miferies of the famine *. But how fhould 
he dare to ftand before that impious prince, who, with 
a murderous rage, had fought him from kingdom to 
kingdom, that he might deftroy him ? His courage, 
however, did not fail, nor did he decline the perilous 
commiffion. He went without reluctance, and has, 
thereby fumilhed us with an example of obedience* 
zeal, and fidelity, in the profpeCt of difficulties, dan¬ 
gers, and death. 

Upon meeting with the prophet, Ahab began vehe¬ 
mently to accufe him as the troubler of Ifrael. But 
Elijah repelled the charge, and turqpd it againft the 
king himfelf. With an uncommon intrepidity, he re¬ 
proved the furious perfecutor, and afcritjed all the mi- 
ieries of the land to that infamous lyftem of idolatry* 
which Ahab and his family had adopted. He alfo de- 
fired him to fummon all the priefts of Baal, that, in 
their prCfence and to their utter confufion, he might 
cvince Jehovah to be the true God, and the only pro¬ 
per objeCt of their worth ip. It is probable, th^t Ahal* 
had formed fbme fcheme of violence againlt Elijah; 
but he relinquiffied his purpofe, and inftandy complied, 
with his requeft. 

Upon mount Carmel, tl\en, where the numerous 
aflembly met together, the important conteft was to be 
decided. In Baal's intereft were four hundred and fifty 
priefts, hefides the king and many of his fubjeCts. On, 
the part of Jehovah, there was none but Elijah: and 
yet, though he flood alone, he pofieffed an unlhaken, 

courage, and difplayed a peculiar raajefty in his deport- 

* 

• i Kings xviii. i, Ac. 
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ment. He made his appeal to the people, boldly re¬ 
buking them for their wavering mind, and entreating 
them to acknowledge Him for their God, whofe Deity 
foould be proved. He propofed, therefore, that a fa- 
crifice Ihould be offered on each fide, and, in firm 
dependence on the God of heaven, by whofe commif- 
fion he aCted, he agreed to reft the caufe on this fingle 
circumftance, “ The God, that anfwereth by fire, let 
Him be God.". 

When the idolatrous priefls had long waited in vain 
for Baal’s interpofition, Elijah, with fovereft irony, 
ridiculed their fottifh expectations, and then, with a 
holy fervour, addrefled himfelf to the Lord God of 
their fathers. He prayed, that He would determine 
the conteft, and fo manifeft his own glory to tl»t na¬ 
tion, that they might be effectually recovered from 
their apoftafy. The anfwer was immediate: the fire of 
the Lord fell and confumed the facrifice: the worfhip- 
pers of Baal were confounded ; and the congregation 
in general fo ftruck with awe, that they proftrated 
themfelves on the ground, and cried out, “ The Lord, 
He is the God; The Lord, He is the God.”—While 

0 

they were under this ltrong conviction, Elijah took 
the opportunity, and, as if he had bepn poflefled of the 
fupreme authority, commanded the idolatrous minif- 
ters to be flain, according to the divine law; and fuch 
was the impreflion produced, that neither the king nor 
any of the people objected to the meafure, 

What an honour does God ufually put upon his 
faithful fervants! Even in the midft of .their bittereft 
fnemies. He is often plcafed to wipe away their re¬ 
proach. 



SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

preach, and make them appear highly refpedtabk*. 
Let none, therefore, fear to obey Him, or to enter on 
the ittoft arduous, duties, to which He may call them. 
It- is our part, to go forth at his word, and to look 
unto Him for ftrength and* proteftion. The ambaffa- 
tlors of Chrift, more efpecially, fhould ftudy this exam¬ 
ple, and they will be animated to a vigorous difchargo 
of their office. Does their place require them to Hand 
before great men ? Even there they rauft declare the 
truth of God, and boldly rebuke fin, whoever may be 
offended by it. It will be nothing new, indeed, if they 
be reviled, as the difturbers of fociefjr. But to be in¬ 
timidated in the performance of their work, or to make 
any mean compliances, through the dread of oppofi- 
tion, is extremely difgraceful to their facred character. 
Let them cheerfully commit themfelves to Him, whom 
they ferve, and probably they will find their difficulties 
removed, in a way they could not have conceived. 
The proudeft perfecutors may be conftraincd to reve¬ 
rence them, to relinquifh their fchemeS of violence 
againft them, and even to grant all their requefts. 
"What, though the minifter of Chrift be furrounded 
by numbers of the great, the honourable, and the 
learned, who arc imbittered againft him j he is engaged 
in a good caufe, has a powerful Advocate on his fide, 
and therefore may confidently expett a happy iftiie. 
The multitudes about him, who are contrary to God 
and his truth, fhould not terrify him, but rather in- 
creafe his ardour. Though he have none to ftrengthen 
his hands, let'him endeavour, even fingly, to ftem the 
torrent of iniquity, and, in deep concern for the pre- 
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vailing ignorance and wickednefs of the world, let him 
pour out his heart in fervent prayer for the advance¬ 
ment of real piety. » 

How often has the Lord interpofed, to make himfclf 
known upon the earth, and to confound die oppofers of 
religion! Surely, we Ihould hereby be encouraged to 
fupplicate and expert his gracious exertions for the 
fupport of his Gofpel in our own day. But where 
is the zeal of Elijah? Who is ready to « {land in the 
gap,” while protanenefs fpreads and triumphs through 
our land ? Are not thofe, who fhould be the foremoft 
in the great work of reformation, confulting their own 
eafe, their reputation, and prefent advantages, and 
tamely conforming to the vices of the times, rather 
than manfully reproving them ?*—May God pour out 
his Spirit upon all diole, who are put into the mlniftry, 
and make them like-minded with this holy prophet, firm 
and difinterefted, bold and vigorous; that by their 
means He may eftablifh righteoufnefs in the earth, and 
fgjxhic finners to the obedience of faith! 
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SECT. 2. 


Elijah obtained rain by prayer-fled for bis life — wiJl;eJ 
to die—bad a fmgular revelation at Horeb—anointed 
EUJba—pronounced fentence upon Abab t in Naboth’s 
vineyard—reproved Ahaziab's fervants—called down 
fire from heaven—vifitcd the Jthools of the prophets — 
divided Jordaa—zvas taken up to heaven. 


Misery ha# been* invariably, the fruit of fin. A, 
righteous God, jealous for the honour of his law, 
chaftifcs nations as well as individuals. But He is 
ready to lheathe the fword of his juftice, when the mod 

4 

heinous offenders even feem to return to Him with ret 
pentance. The minifters of his word, will rejoice to 
promote this event, and will therefore be importunate 
in their addreffes to Heaven for the people of their 
charge.—Such are the reflections, which arife from this 
part of the very Angular hiftory of Elijah. 

Yeln Mort The kingdom had been long afflicted by 
chr.ft, .jo*. a f am i n ^ } through the vifitation of an angry 
God, for their njeCtion of the true religion. But at 
length the Ifraelites confented to put away their ido¬ 
latry, when they fiw the priefts of Baal utterly con-, 
founded by the prophet of Jehovah*. Immediately the 

• i King* xviii. 
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Lord intimated his defign of removing their calamity: 
and Elijah, who had declared that the drought Ihould 
foon be terminated, retired to pray; for the blefling 
was to be given in anfwer to his ardent fupplications. 
He had the molt confident expectations of obtaining 
the wiftied-for relief; but for fome time he perceived 
no appearance of its approach. He did not ceafe, 
however, from his earned interctflion, till the heavens 
poured down rain, and refrefhed the parched ground. 
F rom this example we are taught, that ** the effectual 
fervent prayer of a'righteous man availeth much*.’ 4 
Bur, like Elijah, we Ihould alk in faith, and continue 
our petitions, till we receive the promifed mercy. 

Elijah accompanied the king, with all proper defer¬ 
ence, upon his return to Jczreel, intending, probably, 
to profecute the work of reformation, and hoping that 
the late miraculous interpofition would give him an 
extenfive influence. But no fooner did he arrive there, 
than he heard of the queen’s determination to put him 
to death |. Upon this occafion the firmnefs of the 
prophet failed him: for he betrayed fad lymptoms of 
impatience, cowardice, and unbelief. Hereby he prov¬ 
ed, that he “ was a man fubjeCt to like paflions as wc 
are,” and that the mod eminent faints poflefs neither 
confidence nor courage, any farther than the grace of 
God upholds them. 

We apprehend, that he Ihould have dood his ground, 
in full aflurance of the divine protection. But he fled 
with precipitation and terror, and, leaving his fervant 

James t. 16—18. t » Kings xix. 2, &c. 

at 
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at the extremity of the country, mired without ah at¬ 
tendant into the wildernefs, where the Ifraelites had 
wandered forty years. There, being exhaufted with 
hunger and fatigue, and harafTed with murmuring and 
diftrufting thoughts, concluding too, that all further 
attempts to reform that finful generation would be ut¬ 
terly fruitlefs, he requefted of God, to be difmified 
from his office and from life itfelf. 

0 

What fhall we fay to this weaknefs, in fuch an ex¬ 
alted chara&er? His fituation, doubdefs, was diftrefling; 
but he had endured feverer trials, and the recollection 
of former deliverances fhould have encouraged his 
hope. Alas! we fhall be borne down by the moft 
Snconfiderable attack, if we pofiefs no better ftrength 
than our own. The fteadfaftnefs, we have hitherto 
fliewn, will be no fecurity to us in time to come. In 
every new danger we are apt to forget our part mercies, 
and give way to unbelief and defpondency. But fhall 
we defert our place or employment, and complain of 
our exiftence, merely becaufe fome powerful enemy 
threatens us ? The Lord God, whom we ferve, is able to 
proteft and profper us, in fpite of all the machinations, 
which can be formed againft us. If He be pleafed 
to continue our lives, we fhould rejoice to fulfil the 
part, which He has affigned us, whatever we may fuller 
by it: nor fhould we be very folicitous to get out of 
our troubles. There are thofe, who from the noblcft 
principles may " have a defire to depart, 1 ’ that they may 
fee God as he is, and be made like unto him in holi- 
nefs. But to be weary of the world, becaufe we are 
affli&ed, or to dread the confequences of faithfully dif- 

charging 
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charging our duty, fo as to “ requeft for ourfelves 
that we may die,” furely this is pur infirmity, and 
highly dilhonourable in thofe, who profefs to trod in 
the living God. 

The Lord, who compaffionates die weaknefs of his 
people, appeared to comfort the drooping mind of the 
prophet. He, who had before commanded the ravens 
and the widow to fupport him, now lent an Angel to 
provide him food; and by the ftrength of that meat 
Elijah remained in the wildemefs forty days, like his 
predeceflor Mofes, without any further fupplies. The 
Lord has innumerable ways of relieving or preventing 
the wants of his creatures. “ Man doth not live by 
bread only*.” The fame hand, which made us, can 
fuftain us without the intervention of any nutriment 
at all. 

Elijah came at length to Horeb ** die mount of 
God,” which had been fignalized by the revelations 
there delivered to Mofes. In that very place, it plealed' 
the Lord again to manifefl his glorious majefty, as He 
had done to his fervant of old. The lolemn enquiry 
was propofed to the prophet by a voice from heaven, 
c< "What doelt thou here, Elijah?” He replied, with 
an appearance of peevilhnefs, in his own juflification, 
that he had flood alone in defence of true religion, that 
his mod zealous exertions had been vain, and that he 
was flying with imminent peril of his life. He feems 
not to have been imprefled with a proper reverence for 
the divine authority; and therefore afl exhibition of 
great terror was made to pafs before him, that he might 

• Deut viiu 3. 
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know with what a God he had to do. Immediately 8 
violent wind rent the mountains and brake the rocks 
In pieces; the earth fhook and was removed; and a 
glorious light, by means of a miraculous fire, fhone 
from heaven. By thefe awful tokens the Lord mani- 
felted his power, perhaps his difpleafure too. But he 
difplayed his gracious prefence by a {till fmall voice. 
Thus alfo He is pleafed to reveal himfelf to us. We 
praife his condefcenflon and his mercy. We perceive 
fomething of his tremendous majefty and fiery indig¬ 
nation, in the thunders of his law; but the mild lan¬ 
guage of the Gofpel, wherein He addrefles us, diflipates 
our fears, and emboldens us to approach Him. 

Elijah flood with profound veneration before his 
God; but when enquired of as at firlt, perhaps not 
even then fufficiendy humbled, or convinced of his 
fault in flying from his place, he alleged the very fame 
cxcufe. Alas! how forward we are to jultify out- 
felves 1 With what difficulty we are brought to confefs 
our folly and our fin! The Lord, however, fent him 
forth to his work again, and commiflioned him to 
anoint a king for Syria, a king for Ifrael, and a prophet 
to fucceed himfelf. He encouraged him, alfo, with 
the affurance, that, whatever complaints he might urge 
againft his countrymen, there were feven thoufand ftill 
left in Ifrael, who had not conformed to the eftablifhed 
idolatry. Much inftrudion is hereby conveyed to us. 
Thefe are dark times; and, when we confider the ge¬ 
neral prevalence of iniquity, and the frequent rejection 
of the faithful mmilters of Chrilt, perhaps we give 
wa£ to'defponding thoughts. But we ought to believe 

and 
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and rejoice, that there is a remnant among us, ** ac¬ 
cording to the election of grace," which is, probably, 
far greater than we kriow or can conceive *. But, 
be the cafe as it may, it is our part to be a&ive and 
unwearied in promoting die caufc of* God, and not to 
defert our poft through timidity or a peevifti difguft. 
Let each one put the queftion to himfelft ** What 
doeft thou, here ?” Art thou in the place, and dili¬ 
gently employed in the work, appointed for thee ? 
Return, ye backfliders, with fhame and humiliation 
for your departure; return, with frdh zeal and vigour 
to profecutc the duties of your high calling. 

Elijah obeyed the heavenly mandate, and executed 
the commiflion.. Soon afterwards he anointed -Elifhji 
to the prophetic office, and found helfi and comfort 
in the fervices of that pious attendant. It is probable 
that they fet themfelves together to- oppofe the general 
conuptions, to inftrutt die people in true religion, 
and to prepare future miniften by fuperintendiog the 
fchools of the prophets. 

Year, i-fore It appeared that Elijah had recovered alt 
ciinft, 891J. jj| s f ormer intrepidity, when he went, agree¬ 
ably to the command of God and as His raeflenger, to 
reprove the lung, and to denounce the divine ven¬ 
geance againft him, for his aggravated guilt in the mur- 
der of Naboth f. Intimidated by no fear of danger, 
he obtruded himfelf, as a rooft unwelcome vifitanr. 
Upon the royal offender, ax the very moment of his- 
triumph, when he was taking pofieffioo of Naboth's 
vineyard: there he prooounced his doom, and predift- 

• Rom. xL j—j. f 1 Kings, xxi 17, &c. 
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ed the terrible deftru&ion, which awaited both his im¬ 
pious queen and the whole of his pofterity. The 
language might feem harfh and infolent ; but, though 
not wanting in refpeft to his prince, he regarded a 
higher authority, and determined “ to obey God rathet 
than men.”——The lame firmnefs of mind Ihould all 
the miniflers of the Golpel maintain. They are of¬ 
ten obliged to carry an offenfive meflage j for they 
mull declare to every prefumptuous finner, without any 
diftin&ion of rank, as Elijah to Ahab, “ O wicked man, 
thou lhalt furely die Dilcourage them not in the 
difeharge of their office. Say not as the Jews of old, 
“ Prophefy not unto us right things; ipeak unto us 
fmooth things; prophefy deceits f." Rather, pray for 
them, that the Ipirit of Elijah may reft upon them, that 
they may “ keep back nothing profitable” from their 
people, nor “ Ihim to declare unto them all the counfel 
of God J.” 

yean before On another awful occafion, the prophet 

chnft, S96. difeovered the fame boldnefs and fidelity in 
executing the divine commiflion, even at the hazard of 
his life §. When Ahaziah, who then ruled over Iirael, 
had difpatched his fervants to confute an heathen 
oracle as to the event of his ficknefs, Elijah met them 
with a very ftriking reproof for their contempt of the 
God of Ifrael, and foretold the approaching death of 
their mafter. This oft'enfive declaration excited the 
rage of the king againft him, who therefore fent an 
armed company to apprehend him. The foldiers 

went, as they were ordered, and required the man of 

■»* 

• Ezek. xxxiii. 8/ t If*, xxx. 10. J AOs, xx. 30, 27. 
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God to furrender himfelf up to them: nor did he at¬ 
tempt to efcape by flight. But it pleafed Jehovah to 
take the matter into his own hand,, to vindicate the 
caufe of his defpifed and perfecuted minifter, and to 
give one more fignal teftimony to that unbelieving na¬ 
tion, that He himfelf is God alone. Elijah, therefore, 
was moved by immediate infpiration to call down fire 
from heaven, to confume both the officer and his troop. 
The tremendous vifitation produced no good effect 
upon the tyrant: for he ftill hardened his heart, and, 
as if he would maintain a conteft with Jehovah, prc- 
fumptuoufly fent another band of foldiers upon the 
fame errand: and they alfo perifhed in the fame awful 
manner. Was he not yet convinced of his impiety ? 
So far from it, that he difpatched a third company: 
but the leader of them, intimidated by the former 
judgments, fued to the prophet for his life. Elijah, 
ftill atting under the divine direction, inftantly com¬ 
plied, went as required, and, with an undaunted cou¬ 
rage, flood before the king: but even then he de¬ 
clared, as he had done before, the anger of the Lord 
againft him, and the near approach of his diflolution. 
How the enraged monarch was affc&cd by the pre¬ 
fence, the intrepidity, and addrefs of this holy man 
we know not; but, probably, he was confounded, 
his fory turned into terror, and his purpofe of violence 
utterly defeated. 

May we not learn, then, to poflefs an unfhakeit 
firmnefs of mind in the fervice of our God? For 
what have we to fear in the path of duty? What, 

** though an hofl fhould encamp againft us;” ftill 

U 2 ** the' 
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“ they that be with us, are more than they that be 
■with them.” The Lord Almighty can eafily difma/ 
the proudell of our oppofers, and reftrain their im¬ 
potent malice. Let us go forth, therefore, in obedi¬ 
ence to our exalted Leader, wherever he (hall direCt, 
nor decline any office to which He may appoint us. 
Depending upon him, we may defy the afTaults of all 
our enemies* and triumph in the aflurance of falvation. 
Shall we not fay, then, with the Apoftle, “ None of thefe 
things move me, neither count I my life dear unto my- 
felf, fo that I might finifli my courfe with joy* ?” 

But let not the conduct of Elijah, in calling down 
fire on his adverfaries, be miftaken or perverted. We 
Cannot fuppofe that he aCted under the influence of 
cowardice, pride, or revenge. God had determined 
to make his power known to thefe idolaters, and there¬ 
fore inftru&ed the prophet to pronounce, and, as it 
were, to execute the awful fentcnce of condemnation. 
The circumftances, doubtlefs, were extraordinary; and 
what was done upon an extraordinary occalion by 
One divinely commiffioned, cannot properly be ad¬ 
duced as a precedent for us. Two of our Lord’s dif- 
ciples, who betrayed an angry vindictive temper, and 
wiftied to confume their oppofers by fire, pleaded this 
inftance, but met with a folcmn reproof, as not know¬ 
ing “ what manner of fpirit they were off.” The 
followers of the bleflTed Jefus fhould imitate their Maf- 
ter, and defire “ not to deftroy men’s lives, but to fave 
them.” He has taught us not by precept only, but 
by his own ilhfftrious example, to “ love our enemies, 
and do good to them which hate us J.” 

* Aftj, xx. 34, f Luke ix. 54, 56. | vi. 37. 
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The life of this eminent faint was in many refpedh 
Angular and uncommon, and fo was his end. “The 
Lord would take him up into heaven by a whirlwind V ’ 
The time and probably the mode of this intended 
tranflation were revealed to him. Yet, though filled 
with holy meditations upon his approaching change, 
he remitted not his accuftomed diligence, but (pent his 
few remaining hours in an active difeharge of his office. 
I Ic continued to vifit the fchools of the prophets, going 
about from one of thefe feminaries to another, teacliing 
and encouraging the pious youths, who were educated 
in them. Elilha, his attendant and fucceffor, accom¬ 
panied him in his circuit, and, though entreated to 
leave him, perhaps that he might not be diftrefled by 
the fudden feparation, enjoyed the benefits of his con- 
verfation and his prayers to the very laft. When they 
came together to the river Jordan, Elijah, by the fame 
miraculous power, that Mofes and Joftiua had exer- 
cifed, with his mande fmote the waters, which inftandy 
divided, and permitted them to pals through on dry 
ground. He had juft propofed, as a token of his love, 
to ufe his influence for the accomplilhment of what¬ 
ever Elilha might requeft; and then, as they were ftill 
going forward, “ a chariot of fire and horfes of fire 
appeared, and parted them both afunder, and Elijah 
went up by a whirlwind into heaven.” Like Enoch 
in the antediluvian world, w he was tranflated that he 
lhould not fee death.” This was, indeed, a lingular 
honour, defigned, doubdels, to teftify the divine ap¬ 
probation of that good man, who had been generally 

-jpifed 
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defpifed and infulted, and “ of whom the world was 
not worthy." Hereby alfo, the Lord gave a ftrong 
confirmation of the doctrines Elijah had taught, a de¬ 
cided proof of a futurt ftate, and an encouragement to 
the few godly perfons, who were left in the land, to per- 
fevere in righteoufhefs, however perfecuted for it *. 

The miniftry of Elijah does not appear to have pro¬ 
duced any fuch remarkable change in the nation, as we 
might have expected. But none will doubt, that he 
poflefied a high degree of holincfs, or that he now fills 
a diftinguifhed place in heaven. It may alfo happen 
among ourfelves, that fome of the moft eminent fer- 
vants of Chrift may not be the moft extenfively ufe- 
ful in the Church. Acceptance with men, or fuccefs 
in our pious undertakings, fhould not be our main ob- 
jett. Let us approve ourfelves to God, exert our talents 
vigoroufty, and leave the confequences to Him. 

Are we defirpus to follow Elijah to the bright re¬ 
gions above ? We muft *? not be conformed to this 
world,” nor any longer *« halt between two opinions.” 
We muft refolutely devote ourfelves to the Lord, feize 
and improve every opportunity of promoting his glory, 
and be copftant unto death. Then, though our bodies 

* A letter, containing a fqlemn reproof and prediction, is laid 
to have been received by Jehoram, king of Judah, from the pro¬ 
phet Elijah, fome years after the date to which his transition is 
generally referred; a Chron. xxL la —15. There are thofe, whq 
fuppofe that letter to have been lent by Elilha, who was cotempo¬ 
rary with the king : and it might poffibly be prepared beforehand, 
in the fpirit pf prophecy, by Elijah, and direfted to be fent after 
he had Quitted the earth, that it might have the greater effeft. 
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mufl awhile fleep in the dud, our fpirits fhall be con¬ 
veyed by the miniftry of Angels into the manfions of 

the bleflfed.-It is your privilege, who ferve the 

Lord Clirift, to look forwards,*with triumphant joy, 
to your approaching tranflation. After a few more 
years, “ the Lord himfelf fhall defcend from heaven,” 
and fhall “ ranfom you from the power of the grave.” 
Then, in a more honourable manner than Elijah, you 
“ fhall be caught up together in the clouds, to meet 
the Loi d in the air: and fo fhall you ever be with the 
Lord * ” 

Would to God, this were the happy profpeft of 
every reader! But may ,we not afk, “ Do not you 
rejedl the counfel of God againft yourfcjves ?” He 
invites you to receive pardon, peace, and eternal life, 
in his Son Jefus Chrift. But do you not defpife the gra¬ 
cious invitations ? He will revenge the infult, and you. 
fhall feel his anger. While “ fome fhall awake to 
everlafting life,” you fhall come forth “ to fhame and 
everlafting contempt.” Some perhaps, who worfhip in 
the fame church, or dwell in the fame family, fhall be 
conveyed “ into Abraham’s bofom,” and you Ije con¬ 
duced by the executioners of divine vengeance .into a 
place of cndlefs torment and defpair. O “ flee from 
the wrath to come!”——We pray you, in Chrifl’s 
Bead, “ Be ye reconciled to God.” 

• i Theff. iv. t 6 , 17. 
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CHAP. IX. 

SECT. I. 

Elijba, appointed to the prophetic office—attended Elijah , 
till his ajfumption into heaven—divided Jordan—healed 
the waters of Jericho—curfed the children at Bethel —. 
accompanied the confederate armies againft the Moabites 
—multiplied the widow's oil-—entertained by the pious 
Sbunamitc-r-raifed her Jon to life . 

M, nisters and prophets may be removed from 
the Church j but the great Head continues to be pre- 
font with it. They die and return to their dulls” 
but “ He has the refldue of the Spirit," and is 
alive for evermore." This confideration Ihould mo¬ 
derate our anxiety, and alleviate our grief, though 
one and another, “ who feemed to be pillars,” may be 
taken away. They derived all their excellency and all 
their ufeftilnefs from Jefus, who is *« the fame,” in 
power and every other perfection, “ yefterday, to day, 
and for ever," and who dill exercifes the fame care 
over his people. May not He, therefore, raife up 
among ourfelves as faithful fervants, and as eminent 
inftruments of’ his glory, as thofe were, whole depar-: 
jure nfay be now lamented? Let us pray, that He 
would pour out an abundant portion of th^t Spirit, by 

which 
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H^ich they were rendered a blefling to the world, upon 
thofe, who a re called to labour in the Golpel. u O 
God, we have heard with our ears, and our fathers 
have declared unto us, the noble works, that thou didft 
in their days, and in the old time before them: O 
Lord, arife, help us, and deliver us for thine honour*!” 

We were ready to grieve for Elijah’s removal from 
the earth: but the Lord had provided a fuitable foc- 
ceflor; for “ the fpirit of Elijah refted on EHha.” 
There was a remarkable likenefs between the two pro¬ 
phets. Elifha bore a ftriking refemblance to his maf- 
ter, in his manner of life, his difpofition, the faithful 
execution of his office,.and the miraculous powers, 
which he poflefied. 

Years before He had an appointment to the charge, 
chr.ft, 906. f omc y ears before he folly entered upon itf. 

As he was following the plough, he received a divine 
intimation of his being chofen out of all Ifrael to that 
high and fpiritual employment. Elijah’s mantle, fud- 
denly caft upon him, was underftood as the call of God, 
which was accompanied with fuch an energy as in¬ 
clined him to accept it. Immediately, therefore, he 
left all his former conne&ions and engagements, and 
became the conftant attendant of Elijah, that he might 
profit by the example of that holy man, and thereby bp 
gradually fitted for his work. 

Do we afk the reafon of this appointment ? “ The 
Lord feeth not as man feeth:” He pays no refped to 
outward grandeur, or eminence of rank j neither does 
He choofe any betaufe of their education or their natu- 


Lifany, from Pfalm xliv. t, z6. 
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ml abilities. But He gives his fervants the prop*® 
qualifications and difpofitions for the place, in which 
He defigns to fix them. We cannot but adore his 
fecret and invincible influence upon the foul. When 
the Saviour laid to one and another, “ Follow me,” 
the deareft friends and moil lucrative occupations were 
cheerfully renounced, and the mod arduous duties per¬ 
formed, from love to his name. May We feel the 
energy of his grace, “ working in us mightily,” and, 
by an immediate and unreferved fubmiffion, may wf 
u make our calling and ele&ion fure 1” 

Yean before Long did he enjoy the inftru&ive converfe 
Chnft, 896. Q f £1^. an d at that diftrefling feafon, when 

his guide was about to be taken from him, he difeo- 
vered the ftrength of his attachment to him*. Deter¬ 
mined to accompany him to the end, though entreated 
to defift from his attendance, he folemnly declared 

again and again, “ I will not leave thee."-With 

the fame fervour and fteadinefs of affection, may We 
cleave to and follow our exalted Leader! Are we de¬ 
voted to his fervice? Then let us refolve, by his 
affiffance, that nothing fhall feparate us from Him. 

We obferve the difintereftednefs and piety of Elifha, 
when, at his matter’s defire, he made his latt requeft, 
and afkcd, not for worldly bleflings, but for an abun¬ 
dant meafure of divine grace. He faid, “ Let a 
double portion of thy (pint be upqp me.” From a 
fenfe of his own inability to ftand in that moft arduous 
fituation, for which all the firmnefs of Elijah had fcarcely 
been fufficifnt, he prayed that he might be fupported 

• 2 Kings ii. 1, IfC. 
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from above, as that holy man had been, and be en¬ 
dued with the fame prudence, zeal, and fidelity. He 
petitioned for “ a double portionby which he might 
mean only a very large fupply, or> probably, double 
of what the prophets ufually had. It is poilible, in • 
deed, while he felt his own unfitnefi for his work, he 
might conclude, that nothing Ihort of twice that aid, 
which was communicated to Elijah, would enable him 
to maintain his ground; and therefore, in the fervour 
of his defires towards God, he might properly afk it. 

Do not we alfo fill an important ftation ? and are we 
not placed in perilous circumftances ? What, then, 
fhall we wifh for fo much, as that wifdom, ftrength, 
and courage, which will be neceffary for an honour¬ 
able difcharge of our trull ? We thank God, that the 
liberty of requeuing what we would have done for us, 
is likewife granted to us, by One greater than Elijah j 
by One who has in Himfelf all bleffings to bellow. 
We are not llraitened in Him: let us not be llraitened in 
ourfelves. Let us come with large petitions, and c< covet 
earneflly the bell gifts.” If, indeed, we are fenfible of 
our own inability, we lhall pray mpft importunately 
for fpiritual gifts: nor lhall we pray in vain: our very 
defires to obtain grace are a certain token, that wc 
lhall not be difappointed. 

Elilha obtained the fuit. Of this he had been allur¬ 
ed, while he witnefs of his mailer’s glorious af- 
fumption into heaven. Yet, lamenting his own and 
the public lols, he rent his clothes^ and cried out, 
“ My father, my father, the chariot of Ifrael, and the 
jiorfemen thereof;” as if he had faid, “Alas! what 

lhall 
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Jhall Ifrael do, when its defence is taken away ?“- 

It is an awful providence, which removes the faithful 
minifters of God. 1 'hey are the bulwark of the land ; 
for by their example, interceflion.% and admonitions, 
they contribute as much to its protection, as the cha¬ 
riots of war and the horfemcn thereof. Then h t us 
“ lift up ouv prayer for the remnant that is left,” that 
God may ftrengthen them for their work, and render 
them an extenfive blefling in their generation. «* Where 
is the Lord God of Elijah?” Is his hand fhortened? 
or, arc his mercies reftrained ? 

Eliflia ioon experienced the afliftance of that Spirit, 
which he had deiired. He aflumed the mantle, which 
his mailer had dropped; and, in order to prove his 
cornmillion, with this very mantle he finote die dreams 
of Jordan upon his return, and opened a miraculous 
paflage through the river. The fons of the prophets 
oblerved the tranfaClion, and immediately, with much 
reverence, confefled the honour put upon him. Fur¬ 
ther evidence of his divine legation appeared in the 
works, both of mercy and of judgment, which God 
wrought by him. A furprifmg train of miracles fol¬ 
lowed, which will fiimifh us with many important in- 
Itru&ions. 

At his word the waters of Jericho were healed, by 
no other operation than that of calling fait into the 
fpving. The method of cure was fifiple, and could 
not have luccecded, except it had been made effectual 
by the power ofGod. But the event Ihewed, that he 
fpake and aClcd in faith, as the mefiengcr of Heaven. 
Nor ought wc to doubt of obtaining a happy ilfue in 

7 
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any inftance, where we have the direction and promile 
of the Lord. Then we may expert great things from 
the feebleft means. • 

In the neighbourhood of Bethel, the little children 
of the city came forth to. mock him, infulted him for 
his age and infirmity, and bad him “ Go up,” with 
a reference, probably, to the late alTumption of Elijah. 
Immediately, as if the wild beafts of the foreft had 
been fubjedt to his control, when he pronounced the 
curie, two bears rulhcd upon them, and deftroyed forty-* 

two of the company.-The mournful hillory may 

excite our wonder: but let God, and Ills prophet alfo, 
be juftified. Surely, this folemn judgment will teach us 
to “ Hand in awe, and fin not.” It is evident, that 
F.lifha ailed agreeably to a divine impulfe upon his 
mind, or elfe the event would not have confirmed his 
imprecation; and accordingly, he is laid to have done 
it “ in the name of the Lord.” The behaviour ot' 
thel'e young perfons was extremely profane; and there¬ 
fore God determined to make them an example of his 
vengeance. He cannot bear that his people, and ef- 
pecially his minifters, Ihoukl be defpilcd.and Icolhrd at; 
for He confidevs the contempt as put upon himl'clfi 
Even litde children Ihould learn from this inftance, that 
■the God of heaven pays a regard to.their words, and 
is provoked by the fpecches, which they utter in deri- 
fion of holy things or holy men: nor will their tender 

age, or the negledt of their education, fecure them 
from, hia dilpkafure. 

The parents, probably, were in this cafe more 

guilty than their offspring, as having taught them to 

• * ' * 

* • ‘ treat 
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treat religion and religious characters with fcom. Fof 
their* correction, therefore, the vilitation might be 
intended. They'were punilhed for their impiety, by 
the hand of God himfelfy in the deiolation of their fa¬ 
milies. This very circumflance alfo, as being of public 
notoriety, was Calculated to check the profligacy of the 
place and neighbourhood. It was one of the crying, 
fins of Ifrael, that “ they mocked the meffengers of 
God*.” In this awful manner, then. He vindicated the 
authority of his prophet, and chaftifed their infolent and 
perfecuting fpirit. 

What fhall be faid to thbfe perfons among ourfelves* 
who train up their children in ignorance and contempt 
of Gotfand his truth? We would bcfpeak their atten¬ 
tion. O confider, what complicated guilt you incur, 
and what various diftrefles you are likely to bring both 
upon yourfelves and them! For what can you expeCfc 
to be the ifliie of fuch a courfe ? Will not God inter- 
pofe, and make himfelf known by the judgments, 
which he executeth ? Or will it be at all ftrange, if 
you fhould be witnefles to the untimely end of thofe, 
whom you love? They may perifh juftly in their 
iniquity i but will there not be an infupportable bur¬ 
den upon your confidences, if they have learned from 
you to neglcCt and defpife the fervice of their Creator ?. 
O be concerned for their eternal welfare, before it be 
too. late! 

From Bethel the prophet retired to Carmel, where, 
probably, he might enjoy more opportunities of private 


* a Chron.sxxvi. 16. 
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devotion. But he was fooh called forth to public no- 

% 

tice. He attended the urifoed armies of Ifrael, Edom* 
and Judah, perhaps by the divine direction, in an ex- 
. pedition againft the Moabites,- which gave- him an oc- 
cafion of difplayiftg the glory of God*. Thcfe nu¬ 
merous hofts were reduced to a very great ftrait from 
r)ic want of waterj and m their perplexity the three: 
affbeiated kings applied for help to Elilha. The man 
of God, however, “ knew not to give flattering titles,” 
but with authority, and with much Teeming leveriry, 
he reproved Jehoram, the wicked king of Ifrael, for 
his detcftable hypocrify, and for his attachment to the 
idolatries of his father’s houfe. This language, indeed, 
may appear inconfiftent with the obedience and refped, 
which he owed as a fubject. But he a&ed by a An¬ 
gular commiflion, and probably according to exp refs 
inductions. His conduct, therefore, under fuch cir- 
cumftances, can be no precedent for us. We are not 
to court the favour of the great any more than Elifha, 
or to “ have men’s perfons in admiration becaufe of 
advantage.” But, while we abhor their fins, and with 
all prudence as well as fidelity bear our teflimony 
againft them, if our place require it, ftill it fhould be 
our invariable rule, to “ render honour to whom ho- 
nour is due.” 


To the pious prince Jehofhaphar, Elilha paid regard, 
and for his fake enquired of the I^ord. When his 
fpirit was compoftd by means of f|QKd mufic, fye re¬ 
ceived the gracious communicaticlpof Heaven, and 


* Xings iii. 6, 
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under the divine inipiration foretold a miraculous de¬ 
liverance from the drought* and a decifive victory over 
the Moabites. Both thefe were obtained in anfwer to 
his prayer, and muft have been confidered, not only as 
an honour put upon Him, but, in an efpecial manner, 
as an encouragement to triift the Lord, and a public 

atteftation of the true religion.-It is a peculiar 

blefling, to be favoured with the fociety of thofe, who 
have power with God, and can prevail by their chari¬ 
table interceflions. Probably, the world of ungodly 
Tinners may enjoy many advantages, for the fake of the 
few excellent perfons, whofe characters may not be 
much known or valued amongft than. Our own 
kingdom may be upheld and may profper, in conic- 
quence of their ardent fupplications, who are dear to 
God. May we learn to place our highcft regard upon 
fuch as are moft precious in His account! 

Elifba feems not to have been brought into notice 
and efteem at court, as we might have fuppofed from 
the late miraculous deliverance, obtained by his intcr- 
pofition. But, though he continued a poor man ge¬ 
nerally negleCtcd, he difpenfed bleflings from heaven, 
wherever he went. He felt companion for the dif- 
trefied, and, like our l.ord, wrought many wonderful 
works, not to advance his own reputation, but to Ihew 
forth the glory of the Lord God of Ifrael, and to confer 
happinefs on others. 

Upon the application of a forrowful widow, he mul¬ 
tiplied her oil in &Jkrge a meafure, that by the profits 
of it her debCs were honourably difeharged, her fons 

refeued 
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teicued from bondage, and the whole family fupport- 
ed *. Wcpoffefs not the fupernatural powers of Eliffra; 
but we owe the fame attention to the afflided, and by 
our well dire&ed liberality we alfo may “ caufe the 
widow’s heart to fing for joy f.” 

In one of his circuits through the land, he met with 
a very hofpitable reception from a pious woman of 
confiderable rank at Shunem, who accommodated him 
with a retired room for his own peculiar ufe. The 
prophet from a fenfe of gratitude, defirous to requite 
her kindnefs, offered to exert his influence for her in 
any wky fhe wifhed. But her modefty and content¬ 
ment would not permit her to make any requeft: fhe 
was fatisfied with her ftation. However, at the prayer 
of Elifha, a child was granted her, and thereby, as it 
fhould feem, her only grievance was removed. God 
is often pleafed to give a prefent rccompence to diofe, 
who favour and aflift his fervants, for His lake. For 
thus He has affured us, “ He that receiveth a righ¬ 
teous man, in the name of a righteous man, fhall re¬ 
ceive a righteous man’s reward J.” 

But even our bleffings expofe us to many trials. At 

i 

the very time, when the mother, probably, flattered 
herfelf with the expectation of much comfort from her 
fon, he died. Yet the event was fo ordered, as to 
affQrd a ftronger teftimony of Elifha’s commiflion, and 
of her unfeigned reliance upon God. With anguifh of 
fpirit, but with a furprifing confidence of obtaining de¬ 
liverance, fhe inftandy applied to Elifha, and thus 


2 Kings iv. i, &c 
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proved herfelf in the number of thofc women, who by 
faith “ received their dead railed to life again In 
the mklft of lief diftrefs Ihe pofTefled an uncommon 
firmnefs and compofure of mind; and therefore to the 
prophet’s enquiry, refpefting the date of her family, 
flic could reply, “ It is well.” How eminent a pat¬ 
tern of trud in God, and refignation to His will! 
How few arc willing to allow, that “ It is well,” when 
He blalls their fcheines of happinefs, and “ takes away 
from them the defirc of their eyes with a droke!” 

1 ‘Tifha fird difpatched his fervant in great hade, fof 
the recovery of the child. But that expedient failed, 
perhaps for their further trial. At length, however, 
he himfelf arrived; yet even then, he felt his own in¬ 
ability to efleft tlic change he wilhed. But he cried 
unto God in faith; and, through his repeated and 
very ardent duplications, the beloved Ion was reftored 
alive to his mother. In our deepell afflictions, the 
Lord will be to us a “ God of hope.” Though we 
look not for the prefent refurrection of the dear friends 
who are removed, there are dill many other ways, in 
which He can wipe the tears from our eyes, and “ turn 
for us our mourning into dancing.” Eliflia’s example 
teaches us to “ weep with them that weep,” and to 
bear m>on our hearts before God the different cafes of 
them that mourn. The miniders of Chrid, in dh ef- 
pecial manner, fhould learn from him to pay the ten¬ 
dered regard to fuch as are opprefled with forrow or 
temptation, to liden to all their complaints and lameri- 


• lleb. xi. 3,-. 
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kanons> and to make earned interceffion for them to 
u the Father of mercies* and the God of all comfort.” 
O that this meek, difinterefted, and benevolent difpo- 
fion were more clearly evidenced by all the difciples of 
our compafllonate Redeemer! Like Him, we fhould 
fympathize with the diftrefied, and rejoice to extend 
relief and confolation to them, though with much ex¬ 
pence and difficulty to ourfelves. Jefus hath “left us 
the example, that we fliould fpllow his fteps.” 


X l 
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SECT. 2. 

kitjha vifited and relieved the Jons of the prophets—‘his 

conduit to Naaman—and to Gchazi—caufcd iron to 

% 

fwim—difclofed the king of Syria's eounjels—his beba 
viour toward the Syrian army—-foretold a fpeedy deli¬ 
verance from famine—recompenfed the Shunamite — 
went to Damafcus, and was there confulted by the king 
—warned Hazael—fent tc anoint Jehu—attended on 
his dying bed by king Joafh—a dead body revived by his 
bones. 

The man of God, whofe character wc arc contem¬ 
plating, has already appeared in an amiable light, and 
exhibited a pattern of miniderial fidelity, meeknefs, 
and love. Concerned for the honour of his God, he 
laboured to promote a revival of true religion, and 
fought not his own advancement in the world. The 
hand of the Lord was with him, even fo as to over¬ 
rule, in various inftances, the ordinary courl'e of na¬ 
ture : and yet it fhould feem, that “ a difobedient and 
gainfaying people” defpifed his inftru&ions. This 
would aftonifh us the more, if we did not recoiled; a 
ftronger proof of the obduracy of the human heart: 
the Son of God, himfelf, who wrought fo many wonder¬ 
ful works of mercy, met with almoll univerfal con¬ 
tempt 
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tempt and infamy. Let, not the fervant complain, 
that lie receives no better treatment than his Matter, 
but patiently perfevere in. well-doing tp the end. 

Elifha difcovered a peculiar condefcenfion and; be¬ 
nevolence in his attention to cafes of private diftrcfs. 
While he vifited the. fchools of the prophets, doubtlefs 
with a view to the fpiritual improvement of the pious 
youths, he was not regardlcfs of| their temporal necelr 
lities *. He law them opprefled with famine, but in- 
ttantly relieved diem by his fatherly care. His mira¬ 
culous powers were exerted at one time to prevent 
their being poifoned by noxious herbs, at another to 
feed a hundred of them by multiplying the very food, 
which had been provided for himfelf, andwliidi he 
generoufly gave up for their liiftenance. We likewife 
are required “ to be ready to every good work,” and 
to ,f look, not every man on his ovyn things, but 
every man alfo on the things of others f.” 

Y 0 „., 1 .-fure The fame of Elifha reached to fome 

ciuiit, s<m- npigijboming countries, and by his means 

the perfections of the true God were ipanifetted to 
heathens. Naaman, a celebrated General among the 
Syrians, being afflicted with a grievous hprofy, was 
induced by the reprefentation of a little captive maid 
to iolicit the alliftancc of Elifha for the removal of his 
difeafe t- The application wasfirtt made to the king 
of lfrael, as if He mutt have been beil acquainted 
with die prophet, or coukf have commanded his fer- 
vices, fiuf he feeroed not to have knojvn, or to have 

• Z Kings iv. 38, See . + Tit. iii. 1, Phil. ii. 4. 

J 1 Kings v. 1, Sc c. 
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forgotten, that he had fo eminent a pcrfon in his do¬ 
minions. Elifha, however, interpofed for the honour 
of the God of Ifrael, and defired the attendance of 
this Syrian captain. 

Naaman, therefore, with much pomp and a large 
retinue, waited at the prophet’s door, and there re¬ 
ceived a mefiage, that upon wafhing feven times in 
Jordan he Ihould be perfectly whole. But he went 
away in a rage: for he thought himfelf treated unfuit- 
ably to his high dignity, and defpifed the means pre- 
feribed, as utterly inadequate to the end propofed. And 
how foall we juftify the behaviour of Elilha, which has, 
we allow, the appearance of rudenefs and arrogance? 
The circumftances of the cafe Ihould bo confidercd; 
and then we Ihall fee a propriety in that, which other- 
wile we might condemn. The Syrian, evidently full 
of his own importance, had probably conceit ul an 
idea, that the man of God would be honoured by fuch 
a vifitant, and would pay court to him for his rank 
and magnificence. It was therefore defigned to hum¬ 
ble his pride, and to imprefs his mind with a reve¬ 
rence for the God of Ifrael, by Ihewing him, that the 
prophet of Heaven regarded not thefe outward dif- 
tin&ions, and fought no favour from him. Doubt- 
lefs, it becomes the minifters of Chrift to be meek, 
and gentle, and eafy of accefs to all: but there are oc- 
cafions, when it is neceflary for them alfo to *« mag¬ 
nify their office.” They dilgrace their facred charac¬ 
ter, when they, fawn upon die great, and, by their 
flattering attentions to them, cherifh that haughtiqefs 
of temper, which they Ihould aim to fubdue. 
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The very fimple method, appointed for the cure, 
was likewife intended as a trial to Naaman. It ac¬ 
corded not with the conclufions of human wil'dom; 
but, in the view of reafon, it might be deemed foolitli 
and contemptible. On that very account, prdbably, it 
was fixed upon, to difplay the fovereign power of Je¬ 
hovah. This is His molt ufual way of procedure. 
“ The weaknefs of God is ftronger than men.” In 
the difpenfation of the Gofpel it is His plan, through¬ 
out, to confer all lpiritual bleffings by tliofe means, 
which are mortifying to our pride, as requiring a fub- 
mifiion both of the underftanding and of die will to 
God, that He alone may t be glorified. Hence it is, 
that many quarrel with them, and will not prove their 
efficacy. For the remedy, which the Golpel prefciibes 
to finners for their loathfome malady, is exactly fimilar 
to this, which the Syrian difdained,—“ Wafh and be 
clean.” 

At length, however, the haughty foldier, when his 
attendants had remonftrated with him, complied with 
the direction, and inflantly experienced in himfelf the 
promil'ed cure. The Lord will have us to come down 
to His terms; nor will he bellow his falvation upon us, 
till we unfeignedly fubmit to his appointment. 

Naaman returned full of gratitude, and, after mak¬ 
ing a noble confefiion of his faith in the God of Ifrael, 
as the only true God, he earneftly entreated Klifha to 
accept a prefent. But here again we admire die dif- 
interefted conduit of the man of God, and his gene¬ 
rous concern for the honour of religion. Far from 
being in affluent circumftances, on fome yeeafions he 

X 4 very 
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very readily received, and fubfifted on, the bounty of 
others. But apprehending, probably, that the hopeful 
convictions, which Naaman difcovered, might be 
checked by any appearance of felfifhnefs in him, he 
peremptorily rejected the offer, and muft thereby have 
impreffed the Syrian’s mind, more ftrongly, with a 
perfuafion of the reality and excellence of his piety. 

-It is not wrong, “ that thofe, who preach the 

Gofpel, fhould live of the Gofpel *but it is of great 
importance for them to prove, that they can dcfpife 
their own advantages, in order to glorify God, and 
promote the grand objeCt of their mirftflry. In fome 
cafes, it would be a mark of pride in them to refufe 
a gift; but they will labour to poor purpofe, and both 
their principles and their pfofdfion will be held in 
utter contempt, if their aim be to enrich themfelves, 
or even if they be fufpeCted of making a gain of 
godlinefs. “ They, that will be rich, fall into temp ¬ 
tation, ahd a fnare, and into many foolifH and hurt¬ 
ful luffs, which droWn men in deftruCtion and per¬ 
dition f.” 

This Awful declaration was verified in Gehazi, the 
fcrv.mt of Elifha. He coveted the treafuresj which his 
imfter hail declined; and, following Naaman with a 
falfehood in his mouth, he contrived to obtain a large 
fum for himfclf. The fraud was not long concealed, 
iviifha detedcd it, and exprefled his abhorrence of it, 
while in God’s name he pronounced the fentence, that 
both he and his poffericy fhould inherit the feprofy of. 
Naaman. The fin was indeed of a moft malignant 
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riaWre, as it tended to difgrace die prophet, and Bring- 
religion into reproach; and therefore the puniftimenc 
Was appointed to be a (landing memorial of the bafe- 
nefs of his offence. O let us fear the love of money, 
which is “ the root of all evil!” Are we furprifed to 
find fuch complicated villany even in Elifha’s family ? 
Alas ! no place, no fociety, no inftrudtions, or exam¬ 
ple, how excellent foever, will be an infallible fecurity 
to us. Our Lord himfelf h?d a Judas, in the final! 
company of his Apoftles. „ 

Is it enquired, “ Why was the cure vouchfafed 
to Naama'n ?” Let our Saviour anfwer: He has obfer- 
ved, on this very cafe, tjiat God difpenfes his favours 
in a (bvereign manner, as he pleafes: for there were 
many lepers in Ifrael at that very time, who were all 
pa (Ted by, while an idolatrous Syrian was healed *. 

Eliiha continued to be a blefling to his country 
both in public and private. Whilft the fons of the 
prophets were enlarging the place of their refidence, 
he attended, for their encouragement and afliltance, 
and wrought a miracle to relieve one of them from 
diftrefs, by caufing iron to fwim on the furface of the 

water f.-In vain the king of Syria prepared his 

ambufeades againft the Ifraelites, whilft Eliiha difclofed 
his counfels, which were evidendy communicated to 
him for the very purpofe by divine revelation. This, 
indeed, expofed his life to the moft imminent danger j 
for an armed hoft of the Syrians came to apprehend 
him. But even then, though he had po vifible defence, 
Jie poffclTed an aftonilhing confidence and compofurc. 

* Luke, iv. 47. f 1 Kings, vi. i. 

His 
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His fervant, terrified by the multitudes of furrounding 
enemies, cried out, “ Alas 1 my mafter, how lhall we 
do ?” The prophet, looking up to God in faith, re¬ 
plied, “ Fear not; for they, that be with us, are more 
thiin they that be with themand, upon his prayer, 
the young man’s eyes were opened to behold an im- 
menfc company of angels, like “ horfes and chariots of 
fire, round about El'dha.”--They enjoy an invinci¬ 

ble protection, who are taken under the care and keep¬ 
ing of an Almighty God; and therefore they may adopt 
that triumphant fong, “ I will not be afraid of ten 
thoufands of people, that have fet thcmfelves againft 
me round about*.” Like Elifha’s trembling atten¬ 
dant, we are often dilmayed at the firft appearance of 
danger, forgetting that “ The Lord is our defence.” 
But as far as we lean upon die arm of the mighty God 
of J acob, we may apply to ourfclves the declaration of 
Elilha, and difperfe our fears under this a durance, 
“ They, that be with us, are more than diey that be 
with them.” 

Little do the enemies of God confider, what folly as 
well as wickednefs they are guilty of, in oppoling His 
work and His people. Their counfels are vain, and 
muft: turn to their own confufion.——-At the prophet’s 
word, the Syrian hoft was fmitcen with blindnefs, till 
he himfelf, like a conqueror, had led them into the 
midft of Samaria, and delivered them up to the king of 
Jlrael. Then the very men, who had come to take his 
life, trembled foi;, their own. Jehoram immediately 
propofod to put them to death, as his lawful preyj and 

• Pfal. iii 6. 
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they were fpared only by the interceflion of Elilha, 
whom they themfclves had intended to deftroy. By 
his defire, they were fuppiied with prdvifions, and then 

dilmiffed in peace.-What an example of forbearance 

and kindnefs towards injurious perfecutors is here fet 
before us ! Let us not fuppofe, that ancient faints alone 
were required to exercile this dilpofition, or that we 
are at liberty, in any cafe, to gratify our refentment. 
To us alfo the precept is given, n Dearly beloved, 
avenge not yomlelves:-but, if thine enemy hun¬ 

ger, feed him*." How oppofite is this to the dictates 
of a depraved nature, which can never relifh the idea 
of returning good for evil! O let us watch ami pray 
againft the pride and bittemefs of our hearts ! For into 
what enormities would they not lead us ? 

Another danger threatened the life of FJifha. The 
inhabitants of Samaria, while clofely befieged by the 
Syrians, were perilhing by famine. The king himfdf 
felt the weight of the calamity } but, inftead of being 
humbled before God and renouncing his iniquities, he 
was filled with rage againft Elilha, who, probably, had 
foretold and denounced this jildgment as a punifhment 
for his wickcdnefs. He det :rmined, therefore, to rid 
himfelf of this troublefome man, and fent an execu¬ 
tioner to deftroy him. What folly, what madnels 
Was this! For what had Elilha done ? Alas ! finners, 
even under affliction, are more ready to quarrel v, ich 
every diing around them, than with their own evil 
practices, which have brought their fufrerings upon 
them. But, while Jchoram, with his viie tempers, re-. 

* Rom, xii. 19, 20- 
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fcmblcd “ the troubled fea, which cannot- reft,” Eliftia, 
though aware of his danger, and in expectation of the 
murderer, fat (till in his houfe, and with a fweet fcrenity 

fif mind counfelled the elders of the city. . Faith in 

God will infpire the ftrongeft confidence, and enable 
us to maintain an undifturbed tranquillity, in the face 
of an enraged enemy. “ Thou wilt keep him in per¬ 
fect peace, whofe mind is ftayed on thee j becaufe he 
trufteth in thee 

The king was fired with indignation both againft 
God and the prophet; but Eliftia pacified his relent- 
rnent by declaring, in the name of the Lord, that the 
very next day woukl terminate the calamity, and pro¬ 
duce an aftonilhing plenty f. One of the attendant 
courtiers, indeed, turned the aflertion into ridicule ; 
but lie received an awful punifhment for his incredulity 
and contempt of the man of God. According to Eli- 
fha’s word, lie faw the promiled plenty, and yet 
periihed in t!ic midrt of it. How provoking to God 
is our unbelief! He will lively perform, what He has 
(aid: and therefore He confiders liimfelf as intuited by 
us, when we limit his power or his grace, ami afk, 
“ Can he bellow fuch a favour i Can He work fa 
great a deliverance ?” 

. The kindnefs of the pious Shunamite to Eliftia met 
with a freth reconipence. By his counfel llie efcaped 
the diftrefies of the national famine} and for his fake 
(he recovered her former poflefiions, of which fhe had 
been unjuftly deprived Thole good offices, which 
are undertaken for God or H>* people, will not be loft; 

* Ifa. xxi'i. 5. f 1 Kings, vii. 1, J viii. 1, &c. 

for 
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for ** a book of remembrance is written before the 
Lord,” in which a cup of cold water, given to a difei- 
ple, will not be unnoticed. 

Years before The labours of Elilha were not entirely 
cu.1fl.s35. con fi ne d to t he land of Ifrael; at lealt for 

fome fpecial purpofe he travelled to Damafcus.- 

But how dared he to venture himfelf among the Sy¬ 
rians, who had fought his life ? He went, doubdels, by 
the divine direction, and therefore had notliing to fear. 
The Lord can at all times protedl his fervants, and 
“ make even their enemies to be at peace with them.” 
The king himfelf, who had before fent an army to ap¬ 
prehend him, treated him with peculiar refpedt, and re- 
quefted him to enquire of the Lord concerning the 
event of that difeafe, which then oppreffed him. What 
an honour was put upon die man of God! It had been 
well for Benhadad, had he confultcd him in his health, 
or even in his ficknefs, with real contrition. But many 
obftinate offenders, when jhe terrors of death are upon 
diem, will feek to the people and the minifters of God, 
whom they had once defpifed. It is plealing to ob- 
ferve this at any time; for it is fuch a confeflion, as 
gready redounds to the credit of religion. 

We cannot but remark Elifha’s very fingular be¬ 
haviour to Hazael, the king’s officer. He told him, 
that his mailer might recover, as his diforder was not 
fatal,. but that he would furely be taken off by fome 
other means. He then burft into tears at the prolpedt of 
thofe miferics, which the very man before him was about 
to bring uponlfreeL and warned him of the wanton cruel¬ 
ty, which he was about to exercife. Hazael eXpreficd a 
perfedt aftonilbment, believing himfelf incapable of fo 

vile 
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vile a conduft, and exclaimed, “ But what ? Is thy fervahc 
a dog, that he Ihould do this great thing?” Yet imme¬ 
diately upon his departure, he began to fulfil the pre¬ 
diction. What an inftance is this of the deceitfulnels 
of the human heart! Sinners, in general, would be 
overwhelmed with horror, if all the crimes, which they 
will certainly, commit, were previoufly reprefented to 
them. I.ct tis fufpeCt ourfelves, and implore the di¬ 
vine aflillance. “ He, that trufteth in his own heart, 
is a fool 

God had determined to remove Jehoram from the 
throne of Ifrael, and to transfer the power to Jehu. 
This intention was revealed to Elilha, and by him, 
through another perfon who could do it with lefs dan¬ 
ger, to Jehu himfelf-)-.-For a conftderable period 

after that event, the facred hiflory makes no mention 
of our prophet. Perhaps he was utterly dilregarded 
by Jehu, Jchoahaz, and Joafii, who reigned in fuc- 
cefiion; but we conceive, that he was ufefully em¬ 
ployed and much honoured of God, though in a (late 
of obfeurity. The faithful minifter of religion will not 
court the favour of the great, or mourn the lofs of it, 
on his own account. But wherever he is, he will be 
improving his talents for the good of the Church, 
which cannot fail to reap very extenfive advantages 
from his labours. 

Year* At length the doling feene arrived. ■*— 

Above fixty years from the time of his ap¬ 
pointment, he had continued to difeharge his office 
with zeal and fidelity. Nor was his dying bed inglo- 
* Prov. xxviii. 26 . t 2 Kings, ix. 1, Sec. 
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rious; though he did not quit the world in the lame 
triumphant manner as Elijah*. Joafh, the king of 
Ifrael, flood among his weeping attendants. Probably 
afhamed of his former negledt of him, he then with 
tears acknowledged die value of this eminent preacher 
of righteoufnefs, as the bed prote&ion of the ftatc. 

This is not an uncommon cafe. Many very profligate 
perfons will pay a peculiar refpefl to the faithful fer- 
vants of God, who are about to be taken away, and 
bear witnefs to their worth and excellence, though they 
had ever before treated them with contempt. 

Joafh received a recompence for the regard he 
fhewed to the good man. in his lad moments. For 
F.lifha, on whom the fpirit of prophecy flill reded, 
allured him by fome fignificant attions, that he fliould 
be the indrument of delivering Ifrael from the oppref- 
fion of the Syrians.—It cannot but be profitable to vifie 
the beds of departing faints. We have great caufe to 
lament their removal; but, while we exprefs our affedtion. 
for them, we may carry away a blelling for ourfelves. 

A Angular honour was conferred upon Elifha, even 

# 

after his diflolution: a dead body cad into his fepul- 
chre, upon touching his bones, in a miraculous man¬ 
ner revived. This might be defigned to recal the at¬ 
tention of the people to the character and indrudtions 
of the deceafed prophet.-‘But we look to One, in¬ 

finitely fuperior to Elifha, " who was dead and is alive,” 
and who “ through death has dedroyed him tlut had 
the power of death,” and given us the Ifopcs of a glo¬ 
rious refurrcdlion to life eternal. 

* z King 1, xiii. 14, Sec. 
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.The piety and zeal of Eliflja are. perhaps generally 
applauded among, ourfelves ; and applauded, tod, by 

4 

thofe very persons, who diflike and reproach every 
thing that bears the leall refemblance to his example. 
We can affign the reafon: you are not difturbed by 
the holincfs and the labours of thofe faints, who are 
now removed from the earth. But the prefence, the 
conduct, and admonitions of fuch, as in any meafure 
tread in their fteps, are a conftant reproof to you; and 
tlierefore they excite your enmity and oppofition. In 
your own jollification, you cry out againfl their fer¬ 
vour in religion as extravagance and enthufiafm. How 
tlien, would you have endured the far greater fanttity, 
which appeared in fome of thefe very eminent inftances 
before us ? Or, how can you expett to join their fo- 
ciety in the world above ? We are haftening to die 
end of all things. Leaving others, therefore, let us 
afk, What is our own character ? Among whom fhall 
we, be numbered ? A reparation muft ftiortly take 
place: Will it be for our honour, or our comfort ? 
Surely, we fliould be ferious in this enquiry, and give 
diligence, that we may be accepted of the Lord, and, 
together with all his ranfomed people, be admitted into 
the kingdom of his glory. 


JOHAH. 
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Jonah, author of his own hiftory—a prophet in Tfracl— 
Jent to Nineveh—refufed to go, and failed for T'arjhifh 
—overtaken by a form—cqft into the fea—/wallowed 
by a fifh—cried to God — delivered—went and preached 
to the Nineviles—repined at the divine mercy to them— 
grieved immoderately for bis gourd—reproved by God. 

It has often been urged as a ftrong proof of the inte¬ 
grity of the facred writers, and confequendy of the truth 
of their narrations, that they took no pains to conceal 
or palliate their own failings, but openly declared them,, 
with all die circumftances of aggravation attending 
them. They were folicitous, not to fet off themfclves 
as the objects of admiration, but to juftify God in, his 
proceedings, whatever might be thought of their cha¬ 
racters. This remark muft occur to us in the prefent 
hiftory. 

Jonah, probably, was the author of that little book. 
Which bears his name, and which relates fome furprifing 
incidents in his life. From this account lie appears in 
a very unfavourable light; and, though it is generally 
allowed that he was an upright man, he exhibits a 
ftriking inftance of human depravity, of the defects and 
perverfenefs, which may remain even in the regene¬ 
rate. But, inftead of fitting in judgment upon him, 
Vo l. II. Y let 



$22 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS# 

let us examine, whether we are not in danger of dis¬ 
honouring and provoking God, as he did. We muft 
cenfure what was deafly criminal in him: yet may we 
not fee greater reafon to condemn ourfelves ? May we 
be convicted and humbled for our own guilt, and ena¬ 
bled to walk more luitably to our holy profeflion, in 
the Gofpel of Jefua Chriflt! 

Yt»r» before Jonah Uved and prophefied in the king- 
Chnis *bout of jfraei during the reign of Jeroboam 

the i'econd, not long after Elilha Probably, he 
delivered many, prediction* to his own countrymen, 
with which we are not acquainted. The circumfta,jices, 
recorded concerning him, relate to a particular com- 
miflion, which was given him, to preach at a diftance 
from Judea. The Lord fent him to Nineveh, the 
capital of the Aifyrian empire, a very large and aban¬ 
doned city, to denounce the divine wrath againft the 
inhabitants for their iniquities The call was clear 
and exprefs, fo as to preclude all doubt about his 
duty; Yet he refufed to comply with it, and, that he 
might hear no more of-’ fuch troublefome revelations, 
lie left his former abode, and “ fled from the prefence 
of the Lord.” 

What? Could he be ignorant* that God 1 “ filleth 
heaven and earth,” and that no place can hide tfs from 
Him ? He might, indeed, (uppole, that the Spirit of 
prophecy; was confined to Judea,, and that in a remote 
county he lhould have no vifrons of the fort. But, 
whattVer might be his fentiment, his conduct was ab- 

. . Kjngj, xir. 2$. 

i furd 
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furd and wicked. It is an awful fign, when <f the pre¬ 
fence of God” becomes irkfome t© us, and we wifli 
to avoid all intercourfe with Him. This was the cafe 
widi Adam immediately after the fall: nor is it different 
with ourfelves, whenever we defire to aft contrary to 
the command of God. For then we no longer love to 
be, where we have been accuftomed to meet Him. 
His houfe and ordinances, the word and die throne of 
grace, are painful to us, and cover 11s with confufion. 
Is not this an evident proof of a fad declenfion? 

But why was Jonah unwilling to execute his com- 
miflion ? Not through fuch an humble fenfe of unwor- 
thinefs and inability, as*Mofes and Jeremiah felt j but, 
we apprehend, through a diftruft of God, and a dread 
of the confequences. For what could he look for at 
Nineveh, but cruel mockings, imprifonment, or death 
itfelf ?—Thus many are unfaithful to their conviftions, 
and difobedient to the heavenly call, “ left they fhculd 
fuffer perfecution.” Ah ! how light do you fet by the 
authority of God, if you refiife to fulfil your bounden 
duty, becaufe it may fubjeft you to inconvenience and 
dangers! 

Jonah concluded from the divine forbearance, that 
the threatened ruin of the city^would be averted or de¬ 
layed, and therefore that he himfelf fhould be accounted 
a falfe prophet*. It was no wonder, then, that he 
deferted his poft, while he regarded his own credit and 
fafety more than the honour of God, or the deliverance, 
of the people. How different was the fpirit of the 
Apoftles^. who, at the hazard and expencc of every 

# Jonah iv. 2. 
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thing dear to them in this world, went forth to preach 
a dcfpifed Gofpel, and " rejoiced that they wete 
counted worthy to fuffer lhame for the name of 
Jefus M” How oppofite was the conduCt of Saint 
Paul, who could fay, in the profpeCt of the fevereft 
.ifflidtions, " None of thefe things move me, neither 
count I my life dear unto myfelf, fo that I might finilh 
my courfe with joy, and the miniftry which I have re¬ 
ceived of the Lord Jefus, to teftify the Gofpel of the 
grace of Godf!” Let the “ ftcwards of the myfteries 
of God” remember, what fimplicity, courage, difin- 
tereftednefs and fidelity become their character, and let 
them not “ feek their own, but the things which are 
Jefus Chrift’s.” 

The Lord perceives many perverfe tempers in his 
children, and* like a wife as well as tender father, will 
not indulge them, but adopts the molt fuitable means 
for their correction and amendment. He contrived, 
therefore, by a tremendous judgment, to awaken the 
fcnfelefs prophet, and recover him to his duty. Whilft 
Jonah was failing for Tarlhilh, amidft a company of 
idolatrous featnen, the Lord ltirred up a violent tem- 
peft, fo that they were all filled with confternation, in 
the expectation of immediate deftruCtion. All but 
Jonah: he had fallen into a profound deep (ftrange as 
it may feem, that his conference would fuffer him to 

reft,) but at length the ftiip-matter, who was proba- 

% 

bly a ftranger to the true God, roufed him to prayer. 
What an alarm and a reproof mult he have felt from 

• A£ls v. 41. f xx. 24. 
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thofe very ftriking words, “ What meaneft thou, O 
fleeper ? Arife, call upon thy God, if fo be that God 
will diink upon us, that we perifti* not." May the 
back Aider, who is funk into a ftate of fpiritual ftupor, 
attend to this addrefs, and (hake off “ the fpirit of 
(lumber.” For, “ What meaneft thou, O fleeper?” 
How can’ft thou remain infenfible to thy danger? 
u Arife, and call upon thy God.” 

The failors concluded from this uncommon ftorm, 
that the divine vengeance purfued fome one among 
them for atrocious wickednefs, and they cxpedled to 
difcover the guilty perfon by calling lots. Though 
they might a£t fuperftitipufly, the providence of God 
over-ruled the whole tranfadlion; and the lot fell upon 
Jonah. The offender was immediately detected, and 
obliged to confefs his iniquity, which he thought to 
have concealed. What anguifti muft have opprefled 
his mind, when he found himfelf overtaken by the 
wrath of Heaven ! Conftrained, probably, by a fuper- 
natural impulfe, he pronounced his own doom, and 
directed the mariners to throw him overboard, to ap- 
peafe the raging of the fea. They were unwilling to 
execute the fentence: but, till this was done, in vain 
they tried to gain the land. The Lord demanded the 
criminal} and only upon his being given up to the 
waves did the tempeft fubfide. The prophet, then, 
went down into the deep; yet he perifhed not; for 
God had prepared a large fifli to fwallow him up alive, 
which fecured him in its belly for three days and 
nights. 

Y 3 
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This doubtlefs, in a wonderful manner, difplays thp 
power and uncontrolable fovereignty of God over all 
creatures. We attempt not to account for the ft range 
event, which was confefiedly out of the common order 
of things; nor do we attend to any curious enquiries 
about it: but we acknowledge and adore the hand of 
God in it, for the correction and recovery of his dif- 
obedient fervant. Very myfterious are the ways, which 
he frequently ufes for die reftoring of his backfliding 
children; yet in general, we oblcrve, they are reduced 
by fome painful difpenfations. Perhaps nothing lefs 
would fubdue their rebellious fpirit. He follows them 
in mercy, as 1 Ie did Jonah, and confounds their per- 
verfe purpofes, that at length they may be willing to 

1'ubmic. O liften to his voice in the vifitytion of his 

• # 

providence: for He fays, “ Return unto me, and I 
will return unto you *!’’ 

We fhould not have expeCted to hear any more of 

® 9 

Jonah: but, though “ caft dowq, he was not de¬ 
ft royed.” Out of the belly of the fifli he cried to the 

• • • 

God of all grace, with deep humiliation for his fin, 
and with a believing h6pe of deliveranee.f. The 
prayer of faith prevailed, and, at the Lord’s command, 
he came forth from his prifon.-—-Nev^r \yas the fuic 

* 1 * * 

of a returning Turner 
lift up your fupplication, low as you may have fallen, 
and complicated as your miferies may be! “ Only 

acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou haft tranfgrefted 
againft the Lord t thy God He, who hear^ and par- 

• Mai. iii. 7. t Jonah ii. 1, ire. J Jer. iii. 13. 
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doned JonAh, will not caft out your ptayer: He, who 
raifed him froth die bottom of the fea, will not turn his 
mercy frotai you. • 

After this fevere afflhftion, the prophet was again 
put upon liis trial, by a renewal of the divine commif- 
fiott, that he Ihould go ahd preach at Nintveh: and, 
having “ learned obedience by the things which he 
fuffered,” he did not then decline the talk *. He went 
agreeably to his injunctions, and declared the impending 
defolation of that immenfe city.—It is well, if by any 
means otir averfion' to duty be overcome. Have our 
difappointments and crolTCs produced this falutaty 
effect ? Can we fay, <c Before I was afflicted, I went 
aftray: but now have I* kept thy word f ?” We hear 
no more of Jonah’s reluctance: but are we willing to 
do the things commanded us, whatever they may eoft 

l)S ? 

And what reception did the awful meflage meet 
with at Nineveh ? A general alarm took place among 
the inhabitants from the greateft to the lcalt. They 
believed the report j they failed, repented, and ob¬ 
tained mercy. They exhibit, therefore, both a pat¬ 
tern and an encouragement to thofe, againft whom the 
terrors of the Lord are denoiinced. Will you credit 
the divine threatening.?, and cry earnellly, with a con¬ 
trite heart, diat your fentence may be reverted? Your 
application fha.ll be regarded j for " the Lord waits to 
lie gfacious.” But beware, left the example before 
you Ihould be a witnefs agahift you. It is a painful 

Jonah iii. 1, &c. + Pfal. cxix. 67. 
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reflexion,. that the miniders of Chrift are not attended 

# 

to, as Jqnah was. “ The men of Nineveh fhall rife 
in judgment with t this generation, and (hall condemn 
it: becayfe they repented at the preaching of Jonas i 
and behold a greater than Jonas is here*.” The 
Ninevites, probably, liftened to the prophet the more 
readily, on account of his very fingular cafe: for he 
was “ a fign” unto them. But is not the cafe of that 
exalted prophet, “ wiio is rilen up among us,” ftill 
more aftonilliing? The death and relurredlion of" the 
Son of man” are fhadowed forth in the hiftory of 
Jonah, and are a more convincing fign to us. He, 
who “utfcended into the lower parts of the caith,” 
ar.d “ rofe again the third day-according to the ferip- 
tures,” calls us to turn fiom our evil ways. If we 
refufe fo hear his voice, we (hall be left without 
excufe. 

Who, then, hath believed the report of the Gofpel ? 
Who hath been humbled under the mighty hand of God ? 
Are not thofe, who were filthy, filthy dill? Do not 
many harden themfelyes 1 in their iniquities, and pre¬ 
fume that no punifhment fhall follow? All! Sirs, this 
impenitence and obduracy mark you out for deduc¬ 
tion. Did you, indeed, bow before God with fincere 
contrition, you alfo might efcape the threatened ven¬ 
geance, as the Ninevites did. But if you defpife the 
warning, you {hall “ have judgment without mercy.’* 
Though you are not favoured with die perfonal mi¬ 
nidry of Chrid or his Apoftlcs, the fame truths, which 
they inculcated, ».re declared unto you; and if you 

* Matt. xii. 41. 
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reject his gracious offers, tendered to you even by the 
meaneft of his fervants, you will be as inexcufable, as 
if you had lived in the days of our Lord himfelf. O 
that you were wife, and knew the time of your vifi- 
tation! 

The perverfenefs of Jonah was not yet totally over¬ 
come. We might have expefted, that he would have 
rejoiced in the penitence and deliverance of the Nine- 
vites. But ** it dilpleafcd him exceedingly, and he 
was very angry*.” He complained that the divine 
forbearance had falfified his predictions, and made him 
appear in the light of an impoftorj and therefore lie 
wilhed to be removed from’the earth. This betrayed 
a ftrange pcevilhnefs of fpirit, and a very improper re¬ 
gard to himfelf, as if his own credit were of more con- 
fequence than the falvation of all the Ninevites. His 
former chaftifement feemed to be forgotten; fince he 
recurred to the very fame temper, which he had before 
difeovered. 

It is eafy to cenfure Jonah; but is not his cafe our 
own? The application to ourfelves may be unpleafant 
and offenfivej but it is highly ncceffary. Alas! how 
ineffectual are all outward means, to eradicate the de¬ 
pravity of our nature! Though fubdued for a fealon, it 
will break forth again and again. In fome favoured 
hours we may rafhly conclude, that our inward foes are 
deftroyed, and that we lhall no more be in danger 
from the fame quarter. But our triumph may be fliort. 
Frelh temptations may draw forth our old corruptions, 
perhaps widi greater vigour, efpecially if we are care- 
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kfs and confident. O what continual need We have 
to “ walk humbly with God,” to fufpe& and fear our- 
fclves, and to rely upon die grace of Jefus for the 
complete and final victory! 

The petulance of Jonah was highly finfulj and the 
' Lord mamfefted his difpleafure againft him, yet witli 
fuch tendernefs and condefcenfion as may juftly fur- 
prife us. He called him to account, and vouchfafed to 
argue with him, “ Doeft thou well to be angry ?” — ■- 
The prophet had retired from the city, and waited at 
fome little diftance from it, as if with an eager defire 
to fee it confumcd. In that unpleafant fituation it af¬ 
forded him fome comfort, that he was flickered from 
die heat by a gourd, which the Lord had fuddenly pre¬ 
pared for him. But while lie rejoiced in his gourd, it 
was as fuddenly removed, and he was left to faint under 
the fcorching beams of the fun. The peevifli man 
grieved immoderately for his lofs, and in a fretful fpirit, 
as before, wilhed that he might die. It appears won¬ 
derful, that God ftill bore with his folly and perverfe- 
nefs, and did not cut Aim oft* in righteous indignation. 
Upon the queftion being repeated, “ Doeft thou well 
to be angry?” Jonah perfifted in his impatience, * c I 
do well to be angry evdh unto death.” It was a pre- 
fumptuous expreflion; yet the Lord continued to deal 
tenderly with him, aiming only to correct his evil 
tempers. He reproved him for difeovering fuch a 
fond attachment to the poor, feqfelefs, perifhable plant, 
and for complaining of the divine conduft in lparing the 
Ninevites; fince they were extremely numerous, and 
their lives of immenfe importance.* 
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We mourn for the very difhonpurabje behaviour of 
this man of God ■, but are we inftrufted for ourfelves ? 
Is there no refentment cherifhed iij our hearts, for 
which we might be fcverely rebuked ? Let us enquire, 
“ Doeft thou well to be angry ?” Are we not difpofed 
to murmur at God’s difpenfations, and in a hafty fpirit* 
wilh ourfelves out of the world ? Is there no gourd, 
no earthly comfort, on which we lwve foolilhly placed 
our affe&ions, and for the lois of which we arc incon- 
folable? Are we not ready to fay, What good Audi 
my life do me, fince the defire of my eyes is removed ? 
We afk again, “ Doeft thou well to be angry?” Q 
vindicate not fuch priue and petulance as this, but 
confefs your guilt, and implore forgivenefs ! 

The hiftory will teqph us tp rejoice in the rich and 
fovereign mercy of God, who can pardon returning 
finners, even when their cafe feems delperate. Let 
not “ our eye be evil, becaufe He is good Ra¬ 
ther, let us praife Him, when thofe, whom we gave 
up as loft, are found,—thofe, who were dead, arc 
alive again f. But al^s! like Jonah, we can feel much 
more for our own trifling concerns, than for the glory 
of God, and the falyation of our fellow creatures. Do 
we wonder at the forbearance of God toward his per- 
verfe fervant ? O forget not your own ingratitude and 
obftinacy; and then be aftonifhed at the patience, 
which He has exercifed toward you. Still He ftrives 
with you j and ftill you grieve his Spirit. O when will 
this warfare ceale ? Are you not longing for your full 
deliverance from the body of fin and death, when you 

• Matt. xx. 15. f Luke xv. 3*. 
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fhall offend and difhonour your God no more, but 
love and obey Him without wearinefs or imperfection 
for ever ? ' 

The fubjeCt may appear uninterefting to thofe, who 
neither lament nor perceive the lad depravity of our 
nature, and who ridicule the complaints of fuch as are 
opprtffled with a painful fenfe of it. But could they 
be prevailed on to give a ferious and minute attention 
to what pafies within their own minds, .they would 
foon difeover that matters are worfe witli themfclves 
than they apprehend, and would fee enough to fill them 
with furprife, and lhame, and horror. 

But let not the cafe of Jonah be abufed. You are 
pleafed, perhaps, to hear of the failings of good men, 
as you hope, on this ground, to excufe or palliate your 
own iniquity. You are well fatisfied with yourfelves; 
you acknowledge indeed tliat you have your defeCts, 
yet think it a fufficient plea, that none of us are per¬ 
fect. But we warn you, that fin, if not fincerely re¬ 
nounced, hated, and repented of, will bring down the 
curfe of a juft and holy God. It is true, “ the flefh 
lufteth againlt the Spirit” in the moft excellent per¬ 
forms*. Yet they “ walk nqt after the flelh,” for they 
are waging continual war againlt it. On the contrary, 
you perform a willing fervicc to it; and therefore V-.it 
fentence lies in full force againlt you, « f If ye live after 
the flelh, ye fhall dief.” 

• Gal. v. 17. f Rom. viii. 1, 13. 
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CHAP. XI. 

Ilezekiab, his accejjxon to the throne—began the work of 
reformation—kept a remarkable paffover—defrayed ido¬ 
latry — profpered—eminent in faith—attacked by Senna¬ 
cherib—prepared for a vigorous defence—his unbeliev¬ 
ing apprebcnfions—bis application to God—delivered 
from the Affyrians—magnified in the Jigbt of the nations 
—-flruck with a mortal ficknefs—miraculoujly recovered 
—praifed God—vifited ly Babylonian ambajfadors —* 
finned — reproved—humbled and pardoned—died la¬ 
mented . 

W.„L e we contemplate the principal characters in 
leripture, we are prefented with a view of the Church 
of God in different and fuccefiive periods of time. It 
lias paffed, we find, through various knd confiderable 
changes of fituation: but, amidft all its dangers and 
diftrefles, the fame watchful^ eye has been attentive to 
its wants, the fame Almighty hand ftretched out for its 
defence. “ Many a time have they afflicted me from 
my youth up, may Ifrael now fay, yet they have not 
prevailed againff me*.” We have alfo an infallible 
affurance that the Lord, who dwelleth in Zion,” 
will protect it to the end; for ** the gates/of hell lhall 
not prevail againft it f,” 

• Pfal. cxxix. if j. + Matt, ivi. 18. 

The 
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The kingdom of Judah, in which alone the true 
Worlhip of GocJ remained, was reduced to a very low 
ftate. Its ftrength had been exhaufted by the defeats 

md captivities, which it differed under the reign of 

• § 

Ahaz: and, through the impiety of that prince, litde 
even of the appearance of religion was left; for the 
peoplg were funk into the groffeft idolatry. At fuch a 
juncture, therefore, what could be looked for, but that 
God would give them up to utter defolation, as he foon 
afterwards did the kingdom of Ifrael? Yet we are 
called to behold his diftinguifliing mercy to them. 
Then, indeed, He is generally pleafed to interpofe in 
behalf of his Church, when all other hopes fail, when 
human fuccours are cut off, or prove ineffectual: thus 
He fecures the glory to himfelf. 

He could not be unmindful of his own promife, “ 1 
will make the hotn of David to bud*;” and therefore, 
at different periods, in completion of his Covenant he 
reftored that favoured family to a profperous condition. 
Htf “ raifed upi the tabernacle of David, that was 
fallen, and dofed'up the breaches thereoff.” When 
** He will work,- who fhall let it ?” In a way we can¬ 
not devife, He’ provides fuitable means for his own 
purpofes; and whenever his'counfds are ripe for exe¬ 
cution, the proper inftrument-is at hand. No good 
could have been expe&ed from 'the immediate defend¬ 
ant of Ahaz: but we behold his* fori and'' fucceffor, 
Hezekiah, eminent for wifdom, piety, and : zeal. The 
hiftory will encourage us to hope, when matters feem 

t 

• Hal.- cxxkii. 17* f-Anfosir. u. 
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defpmte, and fhould excite us to pray, that He, who 
has all hearts “ in his iule and governance,” would 
ftir up the fpirit of -princes, to maintain and promote 
his caufe in the world. 

Yean Wore Hezckiah came to the throne in the vi- 
ciirift, ?ii. gp Ur youth, when he was only twenty- 

five years old *. At fuch an age, men in general are 
eager to gratify their paflions, and can ill refill the 
temptation to fentual pleafures, which the acceflion of 
wealth and power will ever furnilh. But let perfons of 
rank, even in early life, contemplate this exemplary 
pattern, and learn to “ flee youthful lulls.” Though 
his education, probably, was extremely unfavourable, 
he began his reign as if he' had been long eftablifhed in 
religious principles: for his very firll concern was, to 
abolilh idolatry, and to call back his fubjedts to the 
knowledge and worfhip of the Lord God of their fa¬ 
thers. We view with aftonilhment and delight his 
readinefs to enter upon the arduous work of reforma¬ 
tion, his unwearied diligence and fteatlfaft perfeverancr 
in it. Immediately he turned his attention to the tem¬ 
ple, which had been neglected and profaned; and,' 
after the proper- preparations and repairs, he opened 
rile doors of the Lord's houfe, and reftored the public 
fervices. The Priefts and- Levires feem to have de- 
ferted-their poftj till their prince remanded them to it. 
He became a preacher of righteoufnefs to the minifters 
of religion, with great feribufnefs of addfefs exhorting^ 
them to return to the faithful difeharge of their office. 
Even in the firft' month of his firft-year, he him IMP 


• 2 King* xviii. i, Sec. a Chron. Xxix. 1, Sec. 
3 
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went up, together with the rulers of the city, to the 
courts of die Lord, and there celebrated a holy feflival 
■with many facrifices and much dianklgiving to God. 
An amazing change appeared likewile in the difpofi- 
tionsof the people, for God had prepared their hearts; 
and therefore with the utmoft alacrity they joined in 
the folemnitics of worfhip. 

The good king of Judah, encouraged by thefe at¬ 
tempts, determined to proceed further. He fummoned 
all his fubje&s throughout the land of Judah, and in¬ 
vited alfo the Ifraelites of die ten tribes, who had long 
been feparated from them, to aflemble at Jerufalem in 
the fecond month, that they might keep the paffover 
together, and by that facrcd ordinance renew their co¬ 
venant with God *. The meflengers were difpatched, 
and the proclamation, which called to penitence and 
prayer, was publilhed without delay. 

Wc ?re not furprifed, that in a nation funk fo low, 
as that of the Ilraelites, a propofal of this nature met 
with forne contempt and ridicule. Amongft them the 
ainbafladors were fcorned and infulted. Thofe who 
ft re zealous for reformation, in any age or country, 
where ignorance and fin have long prevailed, muft look 
for a fimilar treatment. Satan has of old praftifed the 
fame device, and to this day he endeavours to obftrudt 
the ufefulnefs of die faithful fervants of Chrift, by excit¬ 
ing the laugh of fools againft them. Be not, however, 
difeouraged, though you have <f trial of cruel mock- 
ings.” The Lord will put an honour upon fuch as 
honour Him, and will generally give fuccefs to dieir 


* 2 Chrcn. xxx. (, &c. 
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fchcitcs for his glory, though not to the extent, per¬ 
haps, which they defirC. * 

Some even of Ifrafcl accepted die invitation, and 
came with Unfeighed humility ro bow before God. But 
throughout Judah there was n<J oppofition. The Lord 
poured out upon them flich an influence of his Spirit, 
that they unanimoufly obeyed the (limmons, and an 
immenfe congregation affembled according' to the 
wifhes of the king. For fourteen days together the 
holy folemnity continued, and in uncommon fervour 
of devotion appeared in all the company; They began 
with deftroying the idolatrous altars, which hid been 
ereCted in Jerufalem, anch then proceeded to facrifice 
the paffover, and to worth ip JehoVah according to his 
own inftituted rites. The minifters of religion were 
diligently employed, teaching the people “ the good 
knowledge of the Lord,” as well is offering up their 
prayers and praifes to heaven. Indeed the zeal of their 
prince excited them to a pious emulation; for he flood 
and encouraged them in the faithful performance of 
their duty* 

Several circUmftances in their celebration of this 
feftival were not exaCtiy conformable to the original 
appointment. Man?, who had Come in hade, efpeci- 
ally from the tribes of Ifrael, were ceremonially un¬ 
clean ; yet they were permitted to partake of the fa- 
Cred feaft) and, through the interceflion of Hezekiah, 
were pardoned and accepted.* In cafes of real necefllty, 
our gracious God difpenfes with the obfotvance of his 
own pofitive commands; and at all times He requires 

Vol. II. Z a proper 
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a proper difpofition of the heart, more than a punctual 
. compliance with external formalities. 

The ordinance Was ended, but the congregation did 
not ceafe from their religious ardour. They fpread 
themfelves throughout the land, doubdefs under the 
direction of their prince; and, while they teftified their 
regard to the true God, they took fuch fteps as might 
prevept the nation from returning to their former abo¬ 
minations *. They brake the images, cut dpwn the 
groves, deftroyed the altars, removed the high places, 
Which even fome good kings had winked at, and dalhed 
in pieces the brazen ferpent, which Mofes had eretted,. 
becatif? it was abufed to th^ purpofes of idolatry. 

That the reformation might be complete and abiding, 
Hezckiah reftored the dated fervices of the temple, 
required the Priefts apd Levites to preferve their ap# 
pointed courfes, and provided fof their future fupport. 

. In thefe ami all other regulations for the honour of 
God and die advancement of true religion, he difeo- 
vered an unfhaken integrity and firmnefs of mind, and 
his pious fchemes were attended with remarkable fuc- 
cefs. 

I 

• And fhall. fuch an example produce no correfpondent 
influence upon us.? Do, we not perceive and. admire 
the excellency of this chanter ? Is itnqt obvious, that 
one fuch perfrttx may be a blefppg to thoufands ? And, 
fhall we not, then, in. our tefpe&ive places, exert our 
abilities to check the prevalence of iniquity, and to 
promote the 'knowledge and worfhip'of Gpttf Iti 4 
defirablg that the fervour and a&ivity 0 f yoqtb fljquld 

• i Chron. xxxi. i, &c. 

be 
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be thus employed. What nobler object can it have ? 
Bcfides, piety in early life promifes more extenfive 
ufefulnefs, than at a later period. *If you begin the 
work of God betimes, you poffefs a vigour, that will 
fupport you in die difficulties of it j and you may be 
(pared for many years, to profecute and complete your 
plans. What, though long cuftoms and general ex¬ 
amples around you oppofe your willies, and feeril to 
reprefent the cafe as defperate ? Try at lead wliat can 
be done, in the ftrength of God, and with prayer for 
his blefling. Cad upon odiers to join their labours 
with yours, and, if you are intruded with authority, 
command dieir attendance in their proper offices, and 
exhort them to a faithful difcharge of their duty. But 
you mud animate them by yoUr own conduct, and go 
before them in every laudable attempt, if you expert 
their concurrence. . Many even of your inferiors may 
deride and infult you: but, if you perfevere in (jiite 
of contempt and reproach, you will probably fee much 
good produced. Nay, fomc, whom you little thought 
of, may be dlrrtd up to carry your defigns into effert. 
* c The hand of the Lord” may be upon them to in¬ 
duce their ready compliance. Only endeavour to copy 
the eminent pattern before you, in this refpcrtj what¬ 
ever work you begin for the honour of God, do it with 
all your hedrt* and doubt not that you will proffer. 

Wc have beheld the zeal and artavtty of the Jcwifti 
prince to redore and edabfclh die dated adminidration 
of tho divine ordinances in the-temple;* And (hall we 
not allow, that : 'i ferious attention and regard to the 
public fcrviqcs • of religion is indifpeplably requifite in 

Z a men 
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men of all ranks ? We are favoured with the inftitut-- 
?d means of grace: the houfc of prayer is open ; and 
the minifters of (jhrift “ teach the good knowledge of 
the Lord." But are you thankful for the privilege ? 
j)o you not refufe your prefence, and delpil'e the wor- 
Ihip and the word of God ? If your churches were 
Ihut, and your teachers removed, would you lament or 
feel the lols?—The holy ldlemnities at Jerufalem were 
expenfive: the long journeys, the tithes, and facrificcs, 
called for confiderablc fums of money. Not fo the 
ordinances, to which the Gofpcl invites you. No la- 
bour in travelling, no coftly offerings are neceffary. 
Yet we grant, that liberality in Chriftian worlhippers 
is highly honourable, and may be of extenfive benefit. 
Nor will you lofe any thing, if, like Hczekiah, you arc 
willing to communicate for the lupport and advance¬ 
ment of true religion in the work!. 

The king of Judah profpered in die -civil adminil- 
tfration of his government: for the Lord, whom he 
ferved, gave remarkable fuccefs to his political enjer- 
prifes. He lubdued the Philiftines, and call off the 
yoke of the Affyrians, to whom the nation had been 
fubje&ed. Yet after fome years, it plcafed God to try 
him in a very lharp manner, by fuffering his enemies 
to gain fuch advantages over him, that he was reduced 

to the loweft date of diftrefs. This ,diftr?fs, however, 

# 

fended to difplay the peculiar excellence of his charac¬ 
ter, his unreferved reliance upon God; and in no part 
of his life did he appear more Uluftrious, than at the 
critical period, which we are haftening to confider. 
Doubtlefs, he poffefled other eminent qualifications, 

but 
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but the facred hiftorian has diftinguifhed him for his 
faith, above all who fat on the throne of Judah. Nor 
does God ufually permit this grace, where he has be- 
ftowed a Angular meafure of it, to lie dormant. For 
his own glory and for the encouragement of others. 
He brings it forth to public view, and by his* fevereft 
difpenfations fhews, what fupport it can adminifter to 
the foul. There are few inflances recorded, in which 
the efficacy of believing has been more fignally exhi¬ 
bited. 


Ycin before 


In the fourteenth year of Hezekiah, Sen- 


7,J - nacherib the proud prince of Aflyria, pro¬ 
voked by his refufal of U'ubmiffion, made a very for¬ 
midable invafion into his country, and penetrated 
nearly to his capital*. He had already deftroyed or 
led captive the ten tribes of Ifrael; and now he threat¬ 
ened an entire defolation to the filter kingdom. ** He 
came up againlt all the fenced cities of Judah, and 
took them,”—What, then, was the ftate of Hezekiah? 
He prepared for a vigorous.refiftance, and ufed the 
wifeft precautions to annoy the enemy and to fortify 
the town. This might be perfectly right: for the, 
firmed: dependence upon God does not render human 
forefight and diligence unneceflary. When, therefore, 
he had appointed his captains of war, he exhorted them 
to fuftain the fiege with an undaunted courage, from a 
confident expectation of the divine interpofition in their 
favour. “ There be more with us,” fald he, ** than 
with the king of Aflyria: With him is an arm of flefh; 



• ? Chron. xxxii. 1, &c. Ifa. xxxvi. i 9 Sec* 
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but-with us ip the Lord our God to help us, and to 
^ght our battles.” 

Yct we are obliged to remark a fad failure in thap 
■ypry principle, for which he was eminent. Many of 
Jus princes, without confulting the Lord, and con¬ 
trary UT the directions of the prophet Ifaiah *, went to 
fplicit the afliftapee of the Egyptians j and we fear this 
was done by the ponfent, if not the command, of He r 
aekiah. But U>cir hopes of relief from this quarter 
were difappointed: and it is in mercy that God is 
picafed tg defeat .the plans of his people, when they 
^re*ti ufting to the aid of men. How frequently has 
.thy fentence been verified, “,Thc ftrengdi of Pharaoh 
be your Ihpme, and dje truft in die fliadow of 

Egypt your cpnfufion!’'-When diefe fuccouis did 

not arrive, the king of Judah feems to have given way 
J?> a fmful diftruft. Alas! we mourn for his veak- 
jujfs: but we have not known a believer, whole faith 
bps never ftaggered. Inftead of engaging, and fimply 
/dying upon, the Lout’s prptedion, he impoverilhed 
himfelfj and robbed t ^ e temple of its treafures and or- 
^naments, that he might bribe Sennacherib to wididraw 
his forces. The fcheme, however, foon felled and 
we rejoice to find, that when his troubles incrcafed 
ppop him, he djd not then wa yej, as he had done be¬ 
fore, but maintained an unfhpken dependence on his 
Qod. 

A fhort time after, Sennacherib, intent upon the 
dcftiuclion of ‘J erufajem, fent lus Generals with an 


• Ifa. xxx and j.xxi. 
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immenfe army to inveft the city, and to fummon He- 
zekiah to forrtrtder. They cathe to the very walls, 
and, by an jhfolent and blafphemous meflhge to hlmi 
ridiculed not only his expe&arions from Egypt, but his 
truft in Jehovah. They called upon the people to go 
forth, and defert the prince who could no longer defend 
them, and promifed them a ftate of plenty and fecurity 
under Sennacherib. To this however, agreeably to 
Hezekiah’s direction, no anfwer was returned. Fof 
what would it avail to argue with thofe, who are not 
afraid to vent their profanenefs againft God ? 

The pious king of Judah felt inexprefiible diftrefs 4 . 
He perceived that his fituation was moft critical, and 
that without a divine interpofition he muft fall a prey 
to his enemies. No country had been able to with- 
ftand the arms of the proud Aflyrian; and, while Je- 
rufalem itfelf was Unrounded by his numerous hofts* 
not one friendly ally came to its afliflance. Yet He- 
zekiah had a place of refuge, to which he then fled 
for fafety. ! With outward tokens of humiliation and 
godly forrow he went up to the temple, probably in 
a public manner, accompanied by his nobles, and lent 
to folicit the fervent interceftions of Ifaiah for their re* 
lief. He received an immediate reply from the pro¬ 
phet, foil of encouragement arid confblation, declaring 
in the name of J ehoyah, that the profane and infolting 
tyrant lhould fbon be conftrained to depart from" them, 
and fhould perifh by the fword. — • 

The promife,' doilbtWs, afforded a fufficient ground 
for confidence: yet deliverance was* delayed, and the 

• 2 Kings, xi x. i f Sec. Ifa. xxxvii. i. See . 
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Aflyrians were frill permitted to rage againft God and 
fils people. He??kiab had a frelh fummons from them 
to fqirender, and a letter from Sennacherib, exprefling 
the moft impious'irrevercnce and defiance of Jehovah. 
He feems to have been more diftreffed by thefe indig¬ 
nities offered to his God, than by his own difficulties. 
Again he betook himfelf to the throne of grace, and 
with increafing ardour of devotion. He fpread the 
letter before the Lord, and thus referring .• the caufe to. 
his depifion, befought Him to interpofe, and not to 
fuffer his own glorious name to be any longer infultcd. 
The prayer of faith muft finally prevail. The prophet 
was commifRoned to confirm the divine promifes to 
the king, and affure him of fptedy relief. According¬ 
ly, that very night the Angel of the Lord went forth, 
and inftaotly deftroyed no left than one hundred and 
eighty five thoufand of the Aflyrian army, The blaf- 
pheming tyrant, then, heing utterly confounded, fled 
away With difgrace, and left an immenfe fpoil behind 
him. He efcaped to his own land, but there he perifh- 
ed miferably by the hands of his fons. Ah! how vain 
is it to contend againfl Jehovah ! " The triumphing 
of the wicked is fhort.” 

This vpry lingular hiftory exhibits a ftrong proof of 
the efficacy of a firm truft and confidence in God. He 
will affiitt, but not forfake his people. He may reduce 
them to fuch extremities, that all hope may fe?m to be 
taken away. But thofe are th? feafons, in which He 
generally appears for die manifeftation of his power, 
faithfulnefs, and lpye. In the mean time they are re¬ 
quired to evidence their fimple and unrel'prved depend- 
% • 
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cnce upon Him, and by fervent fupplicadon to im¬ 
plore h>s help. It is well, when our troubles drive us 
to our knees; for thus only can we expedt his gracious 
promiles to be fulfilled in our deliverance. The ex¬ 
ample qf Hezekiah teaches us, “ that men ought al¬ 
ways to pray, and not to faint.” But does it not re-, 
prove our unbelief? How unwilling are we to reft on 
the declaration of J ehovah! How defirous to know, 
in what way He will fave us 1 How impatient, when 
relief is delayed! But it is the peculiar province of faith, 
to derive fupport from God, when all human refources 
fail, and to wait for die completion of his word, though 
we fee not how it caij polfibly be accomplifhed, 
“ Lord, help our unbelief!” For how much does it 
prevent our comfort and advancement in religion 1 How 
often does it hinder and difcourage us in prayer! 

This fignal deliverance, by the manifeft interpofition 
of the God of Ifrael in favour of his feryant, excited the 
attention and wonder of furrounding nations. They 
looked with the utmoft veneration to the man, who had 
been fo remarkably diftinguilhed by Heaven, and were 
eager to conciliate his regard by many valuable pre- 
fents. Thus, after a fevere trjal, “ he was magnified,” 
and enjoyed a large meafure of riches and honour even 
p the end of life. “ O love the Lord, all ye Jus 
faints ; for the Lord preferveth the faithful, and plenti¬ 
fully rewardeth the proud doer. Be of good courage, 
and he fhall ftrengthen your heart, all ye that hope iq 
$he Lord 
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But in' addition to die invafton of Senhachferib, ant} 

\ 

about the feme time, Hezekiah fudged another Vtrf 
AuUy> aflli&ioh. 'A Ibdden attack of a dangerous dif- 
Oafe bfdught him tb the confines of the grave; and a 
meflagc from Gad alio bad him prepare to leave the 
world*, inafmuch as the ficknefs, in its kind ahd ten- 
.deney, Was certainly fatal Here again he betook 
himftif to God as his only refuge, and poured out his 
foul with importunate fupplication for a longer conti¬ 
nuance in life. 

We admire the ardour of his devotion exprefled on 
that ocoafion, but are furprifed at his unvvillingnefs to 
die. Is there any thing truly terrible in the profpedl 
of departure, to thofe who are accepted of God in his 
CoVliiant ? Is it ndt difhonourable to their cliaradtcr, 
to difeover any fears of the change, or any ftrong at¬ 
tachment to their prefent ftate ? But, furely, pious 

0 

perfons, as well as others, through the common infir¬ 
mities of nature, may ftirink back from their diflblu- 
tion: and only in proportion to the livelincfs of their 
faith, will eternity appear defirable to them. Not to 
infill, however, on this eonfideration, the peculiar cir- 
cumftances of' Hezekiah’s fituatiort might jollify the 
eameftnefs of his wifhes and petitions for a recovery, 
not fb much Oh his own account, as on that of the 
Ghuteh- and- nation 1 , for which he WRS deeply concerned. 
It would feem, doubriefs, a matter of triumph to his 
enemies,.ifbe Ihould be cut off at fiich a critical junc¬ 
ture, and, as ‘it might be conftrued, under the divine 
difpleafure. Judah would be .left without a guide, 
, • 2 King* xx. i p Arc. I la. xxxviii. i, &c. 
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expofed to all die fury and violence of the Afifyfiafts, 
The reformation, alfo, which: fie had introduced, W£i 
dien only in its infancy, and confequendy fo Weak, 

that he might have reafon to dread a general return of 

% 

the people to idolatry, upon his removal, The honour 
of God, therefore, was connected with his life; afcd 
on this ground, with a view to further ufefulnefi, he 
might properly afk for the ftroke to be averted or de¬ 
layed. Befides, it is probable that at the time of his 
ficknefs he had no child, and that the fucceflion was 
unprovided for. Perhaps he feared, that the family of 
David, to which the promifes were made, would be 
extinCt, and therefore tha# the expectations of the Savi¬ 
our would fail. Diftrefling apprehenfions of tfijs kind 
might well conftrain him to weep and to pray. 

This part of the hiftory, however, holds out to us 
frefh encouragement to cry unto God in our troubles. 
How aftonifhing have been the effeCts of prayer! He- 
zekiah received an immediate anfiver from heaven, by 
the prophet Ifaiah, afluring him of die divine favour 
and determination to defend him from all his enemies, 
declaring alfo, that on the third day he Ihould be per¬ 
fectly reftored, and that fifteen years fhoidd be added to 
his life. For the cure of his difeafe an application was , 
directed, which, though fuitable in itfelf, the power of 
the Lord only rendered fuccefsful: and, for the confir¬ 
mation of his faith, the lhadow of the fun was carried 
back ten degrees, and the liglit confiderably protraCted 
in a miraculous manner. .* 

On fuch a fubjeCl it becomes us to paufe, and en¬ 
quire, What thinly we of death? Should any mortal 

fickoe& 
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ficknefs attack us, arc we ready ? Soon will the fum- 
mons be irrevocably ifliied out, “ Thou fhalt die, and 
not live.” What, then, will be our hope, when God 
Ihall take away our fouls ? Is it not neceflary now, to 
“ let our houfe in order,” and to fetde both temporal 
and fpiritual concerns ? Have we done this ? Or are 
we not immoderately attached to the world? For what 
end do we defire to be fpared any longer ? Or are we 
anfwering any ufeful purpoft here ? 

Perhaps we have been raifed like Hezekiah, when 
our recovery feemed impoflible. Then what returns 
are we making ? Better had it been for us to have been 
cut off years ago, than to perfevere in the habits of 
lin. The king of Judah Ihewed the warmeft gratitude 
for his deliverance. He went up to the temple to cer 
lebrate the divine goodnefs; and the facred hymn, writ¬ 
ten by himfelf, in which he exprefied his pious affeftions 
upon that occafion, is handed down to us*. Shall we 
not fay with him, " The living, the living, he Ihall 
praife thee, as I do thi^day ?” The vows of the Lord 
are upon us: O let us be mindful of them, and ufe our 
reftored ftrength for his glory ! 

Hezekiah has hitherto appeared, not indeed a fpot- 
lefs character, but one of peculiar eminence. Yet the 
infpired hiftorians have remarked a defeat in his obedi¬ 
ence, foon after, his recovery, for which he was very 
fharply reproved and threatened by God himfelf. His 
dedenfion, however, was not of any long continuance, 
nor of fo grofs, or notorious a kind, as to expofe him 
to the reproaches of the world. The Lord God fees 


• I fa. xxxviii. 9—20. 
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the inward workings of our minds; and it is poflib£e, 
we may depart from him, and come under his difplea- 
fure, whilft our outward condudt is approved and ad¬ 
mired amongil men. 

The imprcflions of gratitude, which he felt upon his 
miraculous cure, were of fiiort duration; and perhaps 
from a conceit of his own importance on account of the 
dillinguilhcd favours he had received, c< his heart was 
lifted up*.” In fuch a difpofition he was ill prepared 
to refill a temptation, which flattered his vanity. The 
king of Babylon, probably to court his fticndfhip, fent 
ambafladors to him with large prefcnts, and letters of 
congratulation on his v<yy extraordinary restoration 
from ficknefs. Hezekiah might have fhewn them all 
proper civility and kindnefs without violating any prin¬ 
ciples of religion. But he feems to have been carried 
away by pride, and foolifhly to have exulted in the ho¬ 
nourable notice taken of him. Inllead of inftru&ing 
theft: idolatrous princes in the knowledge of Jehovah, 
he made a difplay of his own grandeur before them, and 
with much felf flattery and conceit exhibited his palaces 
and rreafures.——Ah ! how prone we are, to afiiim? 
a confequence to ourfelves, and to rob God of his glory! 
Are you not in danger of being lifted up, ejpecially 
when God profpers you, and of forgetting to whom the 
praife is due ? This is highly dilpleafing to Him, and 
may bring upon you the heavieft calamities. Be afraid, 
then, of looking on your houfes, your furniture, and 
poflelfions, except with devout thankfdlnefs to God, 
and a holy fulpicion of yourfelves. 


* x Chron. xxxii. 25, k c. 
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Does it appear ftrange, that he, who had difcovered 
fuck a ftrmneis in religious principles, ihould be over¬ 
come^ by' the frftiles of a Pagan monarch ? Alas! 
** Man, being in honour, hath no underftanding.” But 
waving this confideradon, we are never fecure without 
the fupport of divine grace. If that good influence be 
withdrawn, the moft eminent faints will fall from their 
fteadfaftnefs. Thus the facrcd hiftorian has explained 
the declenllon of Hezekiah: “God left him to try him* 
than he might know all that was in his heart.” Proba¬ 
bly, he had not conceived himfelf to be fo vain and 
fboliih: and this fad experience of the deprivity of his 
heart might have a falutary effeft, by producing more 
genuine humility, faith, and love. 

Thus alfo we account for fome awful inftances of 
mifconduft, in very excellent perfons among ourfelves; 
1'heir attainments and perfeverance in righteoufnefs are 
to be afcribed to the continual affiftance of the Spirit; 
But if He defcrt tliem, they are liable to be carried 
away, by every temptation. He will not, indeed, leave 
them utterly, or with any other view- than to promote 
their greater good. Yet this reprefentation abafes otfr 
pride, convinces us of our need of “ the blood of 
fprinlding,” and teaches us to “ walk humbly with our 
Godi” 

The leaft deviation from holy principles is hateful td 
God j and therefore Hezekiah’s vanity; did not pais un¬ 
noticed or urtpuniflied. Ifaiah was difpatched with a 
folemn reproof and denunciation of wrath againft him 

and his people. It is fr eq u ently obferved, that offend- 
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yn are cbftftco^d, even bythofe things andpw&oa, 
Y(hich have c$uftd them to tapotfgwfi. Thug it waa 
declared,, th# tfcei very, tp wfadm hfr had paid, h» 
court, fwjd. fhgq upon all hw boa&ed trea/ures, and 
aednqe his, defendants to the meanest captivity* • Ah! 
what. ap> 'unwelcome meffage to- an ambitious; mind! 
yet we rejoice to fee the meek behaviour of the king 
under this rebuke. He humbled himfelf before God, 
and thus obtained a refpite. He was then afiiired, 
that the threatened delblation ftiould not come in his 
days j which conftrained him to cry out, in admiration 
of die diftinguiihed mercy extended to him, “ Good 
is the word of the Lord'concerning me.” What other 
evidence of contrition can we give, but an unreferved 
confeflion of our guilt, an acknowledgment of the juf- 
tice of tfie fentence by which we are condemned, and^ 
earneft cries for the remiflion of our fins ? Have w« 
fuch proofs of the truth of our repentance ? 

Hczekiah, then, was almoft inftandy recovered; anti 
his fincerity appeared not more before, than after, his 
fall. We adore the grace, which can pardon and re- 
ftore a backflider. From that time he continued uni-* 
formly fteadfaft in the practice of righteoufnefs, and 
increafed in power, riches, and honour, during the fe- 
quel of his reign. The nation enjoyed fingular prof- 
perity under his government j and when he was taken 
from them at the appointed period, they felt his lofa. 
They bore teftimony to his exalted worth, for ** they 
buried him in the Chiefeft of the fepulc hres of the fons 
of David> and did him honour at his death.” A better 

3 xecompcnce 
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reeompence awaited him in the world of glory; arid, 
at the refurredtion of the juft, he will receive the pub¬ 
lic approbation of'"men, of angels, and of God* Who 
does not fay, " Let me die the death of the righteous ?” 
Then ** be followers of them, who through faith and 
patience inherit the promifes,” and “ give diligence to 
make your calling and election fure.” 


MAKAKIH. 
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CHAP. XII. 

Mmaffeh came to the throne , very young—eftablijhed idola¬ 
try—prabltfcd witchcraft, and other 1 Pagan impieties— 
a bloody perfecutor—taken prifoner to Babylon—his re¬ 
pentances pr*yer> and forgivenejs—reftored to his king¬ 
dom—gave full proof of his converfton—but could not 
repair the mifehief of his former conduft. 

From the piety, zeal, and diligence of Hezekiah in 
the work of reformation, which we have been con¬ 
templating, we were ready to promife a long Continu¬ 
ance of religion and happinefs to the kingdom of JuJah. 
But our expectations are difappointed, and we behold 
the utmoft defolation fuddenly introduced. Here, then, 
the wife man's aflertion is verified, u One finner de- 
ftroyeth much good*.*’ Hezekiah had been many 
years rearing a {lately edifice, and with much care and 
labour had juft brought it to perfection, when an ene¬ 
my entered and laid it in ruins. But what impious 
hand dared to demolilh that goodly ftruCturc, which he 
had been fo anxious to ereCt ? This furprifes us the 
more: it was one of his own hotife; it was one pro- 


Vol. II. 
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ceeding from his own bowels; it was “ Manafleh his 
fon, who reigned in his Head 
Yem Mole He came to the crown, when he was but 
Chrift, 6981 twelve' years old. It was a misfortune to 
him and to the public, that he was deprived of the 
guide and inftrudtor of his youth at lb early a period. 
Yet we might have expedted, that his father’s example 
would have left a ftrong impreflion upon him, even 
at that age, and that the religious friends and tutors, to 
whofe care he was committed, would have been a con- 
fiderable reftraint. It Ihould feem, however, that im¬ 
mediately on his acceflion he began to let afide the 
excellent regulations, which had been eflablilhed, and 
foon became the patron of iddlatry, and of almoft every 
fpecies of iniquity. 

We ftand amazed, and aflc. Where is the advan¬ 
tage of a good education ? Alas! fomething more is 
wanted, to fix and preferve right principles in the 
heart. The depravity of human nature is fufficient to 
break down every barrier •, and fometimes it appears 
the more violent and dcfperate, for having been fubjedt 
to a temporary control. Hence, perhaps, many young 
perfons, when releafed from the ftridt injundtions of 
teachers and governors, have difcovered a lingular ef¬ 
frontery in wickcdnels. But, furely, it is a high aggra • 
vation of a finner’s guilt, that he difregards the inftruc- 
tions and admonitions he has received, and departs 
from the ways of righteoufnels, in which he was trained 
Vp. The prayers, the counfcls, and examples of pious 
parents, which* might' have been a peculiar bieffing, 
• 2 Kings, xx. 2 1 . xxi. I, Ac. 2 Chron. xxxiii. 1, &c. 
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will prove the eurfe and condemnation of thousands. 
O that children Would conlider their prefent favourable 
opportunities, and the account tl)ey mull render to 
God! 

Who will not allow die extreme and total degenera¬ 
cy of man, while he reviews the folly, madnefs, and 
complicated crimes of the former part of Mana (Teh’s 
life ? Forfaking the worfhip of Jehovah, and not even 
permitting it among his fubje&s, he rulhed at once in¬ 
to all the abfurd and vile abominations of the heathen, 
and eftablifhed diem in his own nation. He renewed 
the idolatrous altars and groves, which his father had 
deftroyed, and bowed down to the image of Baal, as 
well as to all the hoft of heaven. Not content with 
prattifing this profanenefs himfelf, he feduced his peo¬ 
ple into it, till they became worfc than tlie ancient in¬ 
habitants of Canaan, who had been extirpated for the 
very fame things.- — It appears flrange, that idolatry 
has prevailed in every age of the world, and amongfl 
the greateft number of the human race. Where is our 
boafled reafon, and the excellency of our undcrflanding, 
fince we are fo ready to depart frotn the true God, and 
to pay divine honours to a creature ? Such a religion as 
this, is as difgraceful to man, as it is odious and pro¬ 
voking to Jehovah. 

It b mentioned as an aggravation of Manafleh’s im¬ 
piety, that he introduced his pagan rites into the tem¬ 
ple of the Lord* and even fet up an image of Baal in 
the very place, where Jehovah had fixed his peculiar 
reftdence. We wonder at fuch an inftance of daring 
prefumption. How could he enter thofc facred walls, 

A a a and 
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and not fed the fharpeft reproof? Or could he evert 
forget, to whom that houle was dedicated ? Divine 
worfhip was thus utterly fubverted, and the Lord God 
himfelf excluded from his own habitation. What was 
this, but, as it were, to infult him to his face, and to 
challenge Him to vindicate his honour again# the idols, 
which were exalted above Him ? 

Manafleh, in the progrefs of his reign, became a 
father: but how bale his charatter in that rdation ! 
Some, at leaft, of his children he devoted to the gods 
of the heathen; *« he made them pafs through the fire.”’ 
It has been fuppofed, that they were offered up in fa- 
crifice; for fucb a cuftom, we know, prevailed *. But 
it has alfo been maintained, that they were only by 
certain fuperftitious ceremonies dedicated to fome falfe 
Divinity, whom they were taught to acknowledge. 
The true God, then, was fet afide, and in His ftead 
the very devils were confulted. Accordingly the king 
proceeded to fuch a length, as to prattife witchcraft, 
and deal with evil fpiriy. We enquire not, of what 
fort that intercourfe is, which Satan and his infernal 
company have been permitted to hold with men. The 
reality of it is fufficiently evident from the prohibitions 
of God himfelf f. 

If any thing more can be added, to complete the 
fum of Manafleh’s wickednefs, it is this confederation, 
that he was a cruel oppreflor and a bloody perfecutor. 
He muft, indeed, have been actuated by an uncommon 
degree of ferocity and rage, for “ he fried innocent 

. blood, very much, till he had filled J erofiklein from one 

% 

* Pfal. cvi. 37, 38. + Dent, xviii. 10—is. 
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end to another.” What. rendered this wanton barba¬ 
rity the more atrocious was, that he exercifed it, moll 
probably, again ft: the faithful fervanfs of Jehovah, and 
in contempt of their folemn admonitions. The Lord 
lent prophets to warn, reprove, and threaten him; yet 
neither he nor his people would hearken. He perfift- 
ed, with the utmoft obduracy, in all his vile practices, 
as if he defied th? indignation of Heaven. The awful 
declarations of God’s meflengers could not but be very, 
offenfive to him; and perhaps with a view to get rid 
of thefe troublefome monitors, and to extirpate all their 
adherents, he put fuch immenfc numbers of them to 
death. It is fuppofed, that the venerable Ifaiah, who 
had been his father’s friend and counfdlor, fell a facri- 
fice to his fury, and that he was “ fawn afunder,” as a 
peculiar example of vengeance. How much more en¬ 
viable the ftate of the martyr, than that of the royal 
murderer! This avowed oppofition to the calls of 
God conflituted the worft part of Manaflch’s character, 
and feemed to point hinj out "as ripe for ruin. How 
many are in like manner rendered inexcufable, by the 
repeated warnings given them! ** This is the conde 
nation, that light is come into the world, and men Ic 
ed darknefs rather than light, bccaufe their deeds were 
evil*.” “ If I had not come,” faid the Saviour, “ and 
fpokcn unto them, they had not had fin: but,now they 
have no cloak for their fin f.” 

What then do we learn from this .black picture ? 
Does it not mortify our pride, to obfcrve how far we 
may depart from truth and righteoufnefi ? We fee 

• John, iii. 19. t XT. as. 
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from one inftance and another, what folly, cruelty, pro- 
fanenefs, and preemption man is capable of, even un¬ 
der the greateft advantages. Have you been prderved 
from fuch enormities ? Be thankful that you were not 
expo fed to the temptations, winch have infnaredi others; 
but lay your hand upon your mouth, under a conyie* 
non of your own extreme depravity. Enough you 
yourfelves have done, to ftrip you of every plea before 
God. 

From the atrocious wickednefs, which marks the 
former part of Manaffeh's We, we could have expe&ed 
nothing but the moft tremendous confoqvtenees in the 
ftonduflon. The Lord, indeed, had teftified by his 
prophets, that his fierce anger was kindled, and that 
He would take fignal vengeance. We afk, then, what 
became of ManafTch ? “ He, that being often reprorw 
cd hardeneth his nock, £hall fuddenly be deftroyed, and 
that without remedy *.’* This were juft in eveiy cafe 
but in many internees, of the kind here deferibed, the 
claims of juftree are withdrawn, that the rich and fo- 


vereign grace of our God may be the more glorioufly 
jjfpiayed: thus ** mercy rejoiceth againft judgment t. n 
5 ^ hiftory before us, the foene fuddenly charges; 
and, whep we were tooking for utter deftru&ion, we 
behold an aftonifiling fakation efFetSed. The view 
is & wonderful, that it excites the moft devout admi¬ 


ration, and conftrains us to CTy out, " O the depth 
of the riches both of the wjflom and knowledge of 
pod l” 


* Prov. xxix. ,. I- Janes, ii. 13. 
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' Manaffeh received a revere chaftifement for his ini¬ 
quity. The providence of God fo ordered it, that the 
Aflyrians were ftirred up to invadd his land, and he 
was given into theif power. They took him prifoner, 
deprived him of his glory and kingdom, led him in 
chains to Babylon, and there probably caft him into a 
dungeon. That fituation, fo diigraceful and afflictive, 
under the influence of God’s Spirit proved falutary to 
him. In that ftate of retirement he was awakened to 
refledtion; he faw and confefled the bafenefs of his con¬ 
duct, and cried unto God for pardon. Then the 
haughty rebel was fubdued; and, after having exhibit¬ 
ed a fad fpecimen of huinan depravity, he has afforded 
an inftance of the freeneis and extent of the divine 
mercy. Then the feeds of a pious education, which 
feemed to be loft, began to revive, and the prayers 
of his deceafed father to be anfwered. 

We are not told, at what period of his life this alte¬ 
ration was brought about. He had previoufly perflfted 
in a long courfe of fin: and ’ it was a happy circum- 
ftance, that many fucceeding years evinced the reality 
of his repentance. We pretend not to account for th< 
change, on any other ground than the exertion of an 
almighty power. It was “ the Lord’s doing, and it is 
marvellous in our eyes.” Yet even what God himfelf 
does. He is pleafed in moft cafes to accomplifti by ex¬ 
ternal means § and afflictions are often made ufe of 
in the great work of converfion. To recover men 
from the error of their ways, He feparates them from 
their evil companions, and deprives them of their for¬ 
mer temptations and opportunities of wickednefi : by 

A a 4 heavy 
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heavy pains and dilappoifttments He bows dowp the 
pridp.of their hearts, and convinces them of the bitter* 
nefs of fw: .and, iiot. unfrequently, He places them in 
retirement, to review and pioyrp over their pad folly 
an$i madntft. Thus many are fpbdupd by fuffering, 
who have opflinately refined the milder methods of 
God’s dealing with them j and then they reckon, thpir 
/evereft chaftifements among their choiceft bleffings. 

Yet a/Bi&iops do pot. neceflarily produce fuel} 
plunges as dib,, but derive all their energy from the 
influence of G.qtJ’s Spirit, throygh; which alone they 
prove efFc&ual. Some perfogs are the. more hardened 
by their trials, and when “ die hand of God prefleth 
thcip fore,” they difcpycr greater enmity and rage 
againft Him. Thus it is recorded ofAJiaz, die grand- 
father of, ManafieU, ft in ^e timp of his diftrefs did he 
trefpafs yet more againft the Lord*.'' Thus alio ip 
thole extreme and endlcfs torments, referred for the 
finally impenitent,: there will be, no proper contrition, 
po humiliation. “ They gnaw their tongues for pain, 
and blalpheme th? God pf heaven, becaufe of their 
pa|ns and their fores, and repent pot pf their deedsf.” 

\yhat, then, b the account of ManafTeh’s conver- 
fiop ? The defeription is fhort, but fatbfa&ory. “ He 
humbled himfelf greatly before $e God of hb fathers.” 
The review pf fuch a life, we readily allow, would 
furniih him with fufficippt platter for dip exercife of 
godly forrow. > But every real penitent, who has a 
right apprehenfiqn of the heinoufraefs of ftp, will feel 
die fame occafion for felf-abhorrence, as Manafleh, 

P i Chroni xxviiK 22. f Rev. xvi. 10,. si.- 
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Though you have not committed thole grola offences, 
which are mifchievous to fociety, you are polluted by 
natural depravity, and your a&ual deviations from the 
law of righteoufnds very juftly expofe you to the di¬ 
vine wrath j fo that, if you underftand your own (bate 
and defcrt, you will not fcruple to adopt that confelfion, 
‘‘Behold, I am vile!" This will be the very firft 
effett of true repentance. 

Under a deep lenfe of his guilt, Manaffeh cried for 
mercy. 11 He belought the Lord his God, and prayed 
unto him." The lacred hiftorian again and again takes 
notice of his prayer, which probably was moft fervent 
and inceflant. • Nor can Ve conceive, that there is any 
fpiritual convi&ion or unfeigned humiliation, where 
there are no ardent Applications for pardon. What 
more fuitable expreflion of a contrite heart, than 
“ God be merciful to me a finner l” Such an impor¬ 
tunate application fo the God of all grace is a favour¬ 
able fign, and , determines the character of a convert. 
For thus it was remarked of Paul, as an indifputable 
evidence of his change, “Behold, he prayeth V’ 

“ If ye feek the Lord, He will be found of you f.” 
How many memorable inftances verify the aflrrtion! 
Manaffeh Hands as a confpicuous example of the readi- 
nefs of our God to accept and to fave the returning 
finner. “ The Lord was entreated of him, and heard 
his Application.” His numerous and aggravated of¬ 
fences were all blotted out# and the poor culprit, trem¬ 
bling before his Judge, was lilted up* and comforted 

* ACts ix. n. f s ChTon. xv. 2. Deut. iv. 29, Matt. vli. 7. 
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with the hope of forgivends. O what a proof is here, 
that With Jehovah " there is plenteous redemption!" 

-God was'graci&ufly pleafed to put Maaofleh’s fince- 
rity to the trial: for by a peculiar providence “ He 
brbught him again to Jerufalem,” and reftored him to 
his' kingdom. There he recovered his former dignity, 
and continued to reign for many years. We are anxi¬ 
ous to hear, then, if, when his affliction was removed, 
he retained his religious impreffions, and perfevered in 
a holy obedience. Nor are we left in doubt: foil 
tefthnbny was given, that he was “ renewed in the 
fjjirit of his mind, and created in righteoufnefs and true 
holinefs.” There may be inftances of real conver- 
fion, at a late period, where no fuch fatisfa&ory evi¬ 
dences are afforded. Hereafter, we prefome, God 
will make them public, and juftify himfelf in them, to 
the admiration of all. 

«* Then Manaffeh knew, that the Lord, He was 
God.” Could he poffibly be ignorant of this ? Had 
he not been early grourfded in good principles ? Had 
he not heard of his father’s zeal to revive and eftablifh 
the worfhip of Jehovah ? - Had he not been informed, 
and could he forget, that “ the Lord had made bare 
his arm,” delivered Hezekiah from the Affyrians, and 
lengthened his life for fifteen years ? Or were not 
thefe events a fufficient proof, that “ -the Lord, He is 
God ?” Alas! with a pious education, foe- mofl ex¬ 
cellent inftruCUons, and a full view of the ftrongeft 
teftimonies in fkvour of religion, man may abide in 
darknefs, neither will he attain any true fpiritual ac- 
ijuaintancc with God, till “ the eyes of his underftand- 

ing 
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ing be enlightened.” Then, « in Mantfith’s cafe, 
“ God, who commanded the tight to ibine out of dark- 
nefs, Ihines in the heart, to give the knowledge of the 
glory of God, in the face of Jefu* Chrift.” The in¬ 
formation, we have received from others, fhould not 
fuffice us j but we fhould pray, that, by “ the mani- 
feftadon of the Spirit,” wc may know the Lord. 

Such a difeovery of the divine nature and perfections 
■will be of a practical tendency, and produce the beft 
effects in regulating the conduct The fucceeding be¬ 
haviour of Manafleh was confiftent and honourable. 
Not to inhft on his prudent attention to the defence of 
his dominions, we admirfe his zeal in endeavouring to 
repair the mifehief he had done. He fet himfclf, 
therefore, to banifh the idolatry, which he had intro¬ 
duced. And will not all thofe, who abhor their ini¬ 
quity, ceafe from it, and exert their influence to re¬ 
cover others ? What ihall we fay, then, to fuch as are 
utterly unconcerned about the fpiritual ftate of their 
friends and dependants, and have not themfelves for- 
faken their old fins ? Shall we credit their loud pro- 
feffions of penitence, or encourage their confidence in 
the divine forgivenefs? Rather, we would folemnly 
warn them to “ bring forth fruits meet for repentance,” 
without which their profeflions arc an infulc'to God; 
their confidence the groffeft prefumption. 

The real convert refts not in a mere negative refor¬ 
mation j but, when he ** ccafes to do, evil, he learns 
to do well.*' Manafleh was zealous to reftore the l’er- 
vice of Jehovah. The temple had been polluted by 
pagan ritfs ? and all the true worfhippers of God had 

been 
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been eftfccfe (lain, or forced to hide their heads. But the 
holy place was now opened again for its original pur- 
pofe, and die kin^ himfelf appeared there, to declare his 
devout regard, and to offer f?crifices, to the Lord. Do 
you hope, that you alfo, like Manafieh, have been 
humbled greatly for yotlr formtr contempt of religion ? 
We expert to fee you diligent in your exertions to pro¬ 
mote it. You will recommend •** the Aith, which 
bnce you deftfloyed;*' and, by your own ferrous attend¬ 
ance at the houft'land-ordinances of'God, will encou¬ 
rage*.others to 1 , come. :•'Without fuch pofitive fruits of 
righteoufnefs, -fuch A public teftiqroriy of your princi¬ 
ples, 1 we rr.ay juftly doubt of your inward renovation. • 

Manafieh was felicitous to bring back the people to 
the Lord, and therefore commanded them -to ferve 
Him. He had feduced them into idolatry and other 
impious practices •, and now he anxioufly defired them 
to return with him < to that God, “ from whom they 
had deeply revolted.” Is it not alfo : incumbent upon 
us, to give a fimilar evidence of our fincerity ? For 
how many have we tempted to fin ? Doubtlels, we 
jhould endeavour to reclaim them: at lead, we fhould 
declare our own compunction of heart for what we 
have done, and call their attention to that religion, 
■which we find fo necefiary for ourfelves. But if we 
are afraid or afhamed. to maintain the caufe of God 
before thofe, whom we have induced to tranlgrefs, we 
poffefs not any proper regard to Him, or any ftrong 
fenfe of the evil) which we have committed. 

It fhoukl be remarked, however, that no reformation 

t 

can atone to God for our offences, or take away their 

bad 



bad effects in the Vrorld. Repentance has been laid to 
be the only confideration requiiedifor our pardon. Bur 
■what recompence is this for thedilfconoUr we have caft 
upon God; or whif'fatisfa&ion to fiis jiiftice? Or 
how can we compenfate for paft failures, by that which 
is no more than our prefent duty? The Jews them- 
fclves were taught, that “ without Ihedding of blood 
is no remiflion.” We can add, <f there is none other 
name under heaven, given among men, whereby we 
mull be faved,” but only the name of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift; “ in whom we have redemption through 

his blood, even the forgivenefs of fins*.”-Men 

foolifhly talk of making anjends for their tranfgreflions. 
Let them try, as Manafleh, to repair the mifehief; 
and they will foon find it impoflible. Doubtlefs, much 
good muft have followed from his zealous endeavours, 
but by « means all that he wilhed, or all that he 
might probably have effc&ed, had he ferved the Lord 
from his youth. It fhould feem, that many would not 
forfake their idolatry, in which he had mftrutted them j 
and fome years afterward the heavy judgments of God 
defolated the nation, on account of his former wicked- 
nefs, even though he had obtained forgivenefs for his 
own foulf. You alfo, who are reconciled to God, 
and have confidence before Him, may be unable to 
prevent the temporal and everlafting deftruflion of 
thofe, whom you have feduced. Go, and recover 
them, if you can. Some of them, perhaps, have died 
in their fins, and arc loft for ever: and of thofe, who 

• Hcb. ix. 22. Afls ir. *a. CoL i. 14. + = Kings xxiv. 3,4. 

Jer. xv. 4. 
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remain] how few will bear you; or, hearing, regard 
your admonitions ? Po&erity, for ages yet to come/ 
may reap the Utter fruits of your iniquity. Who will 
not allow,' then, even from a view of the mifchiefs 
produced in iociety, that “ fm is indeed exceeding 
fulfill ?” 

May we prcfume to fugged a reafon for the divine 
procedure, in fele&ing men of fuch an abandoned cha¬ 
racter as Manafleh, to be the objects of mercy? We 
confefs, the counfels of God are a great deep, which 
we cannot fathom: yet lbme confederations upon the 
fubjcft demand our attention. By fuch inftances as 
thefe, the Lord affords the moft ftriking exhibition of 
the nature and fuftteiency of that Salvation, which He 
has effected by the incarnation, facriftce, and intereef- 
fion of his own Son. Since there is no difference/ in 
the terms of acceptance, between one finne4|pd ano¬ 
ther; nay, fince <f where fin hath abounded, grace 
doth much more abound," we are compelled to join in 
that conclufion, “ Not by works of righteoufnefs, which 
we have done, but according to his mercy He laved 
us.” Examples of this kind, indeed, are moft often- 
five to perfbns of a Pharifaical dHpofidon; becaufe they 
perceive herein, that in this refpeft, at leaft, no ac¬ 
count is made of their boalled righteoufnefs, and no 
preference allowed them in the fight of God. 

Thefe cafes, however, afford encouragement to the 
awakened penitent; and they feem to be recorded, that 
none may defpair of being received in God’s appointed 
way. While' He fuffers fome to go the greateft 
lengths in wickednels, and then recovers them. He 

fhews 
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ffiews us, that “ our Redeemer is ftrong,” and “ mighty 
to fave.” Who now, that returns to God in penitence 
and faith, ffiall doubt of obtaining pardon, “ though 
his fins be as fcarlet ?” The atonement provided can 
expiate die moft aggravated guilt; and thoufands have 
experienced its efficacy. Or who ffiall fay, that our 
fpiritual enemies are invincible ? The Saviour, as we 
have feen in this hiftory, can fandtify the moft polluted 
heart, and give power and ability to overcome the 
moft inveterate habits of evil. Through His grace 
the fury of the lion is tamed, and fucceeded by the 
meeknefs of the lamb: the place, where Satan eredted 
his throne, and maintained an undifturbed dominion, 
becomes an habitation for God. w Surely, fhall one 
fay. In the Lord have I righteoufnefs and ftrength: 
even to Him ffiall men come; and all that arc inccnfcd 
againft Hiq^Jhall be affiamed 

* Ifa. xlv. 24. 
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JOSIAR 
CHAP. XIII. 

Jo/tab , bis early accejjion to the throne — -piety—zeal for 
reformation—fulfilled a prophecy at Bethel—reft ored the 
temple fervicc-*~bcw affefled, upon bearing the law—read 
it to the people, and bound them by covenant to God -— 
celebrated the pajfover—poffejfed unequalled zeal — 
wounded in fighting againft the king of Egypt—lamented 
at his death. 

True religion, which in every part of jtfc is amiable 
and ufeful, is peculiarly fo in youth, ^pt that age, 
temptations to fenfual pleafures are the ftrongeft and 
moft numerous; and then to refill the raoft importu¬ 
nate felicitations to evi,I, and, amidft an univerfal de¬ 
generacy of manners, to difcover a firm and zealous 
attachment to the fervice of God, to prefer the enjoy¬ 
ment of his favour and the advancement of his glory to 
every worldly confideration,—this is real excellence, a 
fight which even Angels look down upon with delight. 
This, however, is an attainment, to which no princi¬ 
ples of our depraved nature will lead us; it requires a 
large meafure of divine grace. O may that grace be 
poured out upon our rifing generation; for fo may we 
«xpeft a revival of truth and holinefs amongft us! 

. Jofiah, 
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Van b*fcr, Jofiah, the jkihg of Judah, will afford us 
Chrift,<41 * a beautiful example of early piety, and' of 
its beneficial effects. Upon bis action to’the AoWn, 
We* had every thing to fey concerning that corrupt na¬ 
tion ; but a gleam of hope fuddenly breaks in upon 
us, whilo we behold his good dilpofitions and unwea¬ 
ried exertiorts. Manafieh,’ his grandfather, had nos 
been able tp reform all the profane practices, which 
he lumfelf had introduced; and efoon after his death* 
the pleafing appearances of/eligion, which tlie, people 
had affumed in compliance with their prince, were all 
thrown off. Amon, the -nett in .fucceffion, renewed 
the former idolatries thrpugh the land, but* after a fhort 
and wicked reign, fell by the hand of violence ? and 
Jofiah, then only eight years old, was placed upon the 
throne *. What could we look for from fiich a child, 
efpecially from one, furrounde’d with temptations and 
examples of iniquity ? But.it proved a mercy to him, 
that he was lb early delivered from the influence of his 
abandoned father:, for the care of his education from 

I * 

that period, probably* was committed to perfans of 
virtuous principles* under whom he might receive tjie 
beft inftru&ions and impreffions. * 

•No particular account is given of him, tUl the fix- 
t^enth year of his age j but then, we arc aflured, his 
heart wa^ truly affected wish divine things, and* the 
feeds of piety (prang up with uncommon vigour. 
“ While, he w^s* et young,” feys the facred hiftorian, 
" he began to feck after the God of David his father.” 

His tutors might be the means, but the effed itfelf we 

• • 

* a Kings uii, i, Sep. a Chron. azxrr. j. See. 

Vox.. II. B b afetibe 
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afcribe entirely to die diftinguifhing mercy and power¬ 
ful grace of.Cod i fince jhi* -is a temper of mind, 
which pm by nature pofi^Bfea oot; “ There is none 
that, foeketfi after s€»ad*.” ..At the very dme, when 
his psflions were coming to their * full ftrength, and all 
external circumftanccs weie favourable to fcRemes of 
fenluality, Jofiah dedicated himfelf to the fervicc of his 
God, and was chiefly felicitous to pkafe and to glprify 
Him. . 

'■What an exemplary pattern is here! We enquire 
of thdfe in early life, Hate you, li^e Jofiah, corife- 
crated your firft and bdf y*fn tdGod ? Have you’yet 
ehteredi on a religious! courfe, or, even formed the 
plan of " feeking the tord ?” Ah T what means your 
levity, and contempt of every thing feriovis ? 1$ it for 
old pqffoni only to be dpvout ? And will you be content 
to' give die refufc of your days to Hkn, whgs made you ? 
You, plead your own peculiar lhares, and difficulties ; 
but fureljs they are not greater than Jofiah’s were. 
When you confider his cafe, you will not lay, it is im- 
-poffible to* “ remember youV Creator in the days of 
# your youtffe” but rather allow, that this is the moft 
proper feafon of all. 

Some .indeed, who appeared to begin well, and dis¬ 
covered an ardent zeal, have grown weary and de¬ 
clined. Not fo Jofiah, His pious fervour was not*a 
feddeft and tranfitory Salh r but a J>right apd Heady 
flame, which long afforded an cxtenhvc bghc. At thq 
age of twenty, and fooner perliaps he did not undertake 
the direction of public affairs, he called upon his people 
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to join with hire in fcrviag the Lotd, end exerted-his 
“whole ftrength and influence te^proroore thpfe princi¬ 
ples, the importance q£ which ..he 4ssd J^mfelf felt. 
We contemplate with dflight the labours. of* this in* 
defatigable prince, in refowniog a corrupt nation, and 
recovering them once again to the wotfhip of Jehovah* 
Year* befat J n the twelfth year of his reign he ftt him-* 

Cfcnll, from , . , . . 

630 to 6x4 leif co purge away the t various abominations* 
which had lpread throughout the* land* It fhould 
feem, that he was diligently employed in thi^wftrk tq 
the eighteenth year, and that his good defigns were not 
brought into effect till that tyne. Sonje af the^rofier 
irregularities were corre&fd before; but then in enr 
tire abolition of iddlatry, and of every thing pertaining 
to it, took place. The altars, the images, the grove^ 
and the •veflels made ufe of in their Pagan rites, .were 
utterly deftroyed: their priefts alfo, who had iupported 
thefe corruptions, were put down with marks of in¬ 
famy, and many of them lUin with the fword. It it 
obvious, that he had to conflict with very formidable 
difficulties, but die fervour of his zeal carried him 
through them all He was not fatisfied tilth i filling 
out his orders, or fending his officers to accompli#! 
this change; but he himfelf went in ptoceflion through 
the kingdom, to fee his commands executed. Still 
we fhoidd Wonder, that he met with no violent oppo- 
firiwjs, did we not^cribe his fucceft co the over-ruling 
influence of God upon the minds of the. people. 

Shall we 1 not pray, that God wpukl endue the 
princes of the earth with the lame fpirit l It is furetjr 
in their powgpq^nder the commifllon-of much evil; 

' B b a and 



j7t * SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS.. 

Arid, doubtlds, they muft anfwer for their connivance 
at the profane praftices of their fubjeeb. But‘leaving 
Tliem, we- fhouW enquire rather, if we, in our feveral 
fpheres, *4re ufihg our utmoft endeavours to prevent 
• fiii. Though you are nbt kings, magiftr'ares, or 
preachers, hive you no authority? Are there none, 
•whom you might and fhould refirain ? Are there no 
friends and acquaintance, living in ignorance and habits 
of wickcdncls, for whofe dangerous condition you 
bright* to be deeply concerned ? Perhaps, they will 
liflcn to your inllrtidlions, counfels, and reproofs. 
Make*the trial at lead,*from a regard to God; and 
your labour fhall not be in vain. Is it proper in any 
cafe to attempt a reformation ? T*hen why fhould not 
this work begin with you ? If the love of eale, or fear 
o r oppofition render you averfe to it, how unlike arc 
you to Jofiah! . , 

II is remarkable, that in ’theft* zealous exertions he 
did not confine - himfelf within the limits of his own 
particular dominion iivJudah; for he exercifed a fimi- 
lar authority in the cities of Ifra'cl, which were then 

fubjett ft the A Hymns. . By fome means he had ob- 

* * 

tairted*pcrmifIlon For this purpofe, that he might extend 
his ufef.ilnefs the farther. It is urifaithfulncfs, coward¬ 


ice, or lloth, which prompts us to afk, how far we are 
obliged to go, and makes us utterly indifferent about 
thofe, who are not exprefsly committed to o*ur charge. 
If we ar*.* under the full influence of reiigibus princi¬ 
ples, *Hke Jofiah, we thall fay, Are there any others 
of my fellow creatures whom I can benefit, any finners 
whom I may recover to God ? 


Whilil 
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Whilfl: lie burned the bones of die idolatrous priefts 

* # ^ % * • • s • 

upon Jeroboam’s altar at Bethel, he fulfilled the divine 
prediction, in which he himfelf was deferibed by name, 
and by which that particular office fiad been afligned 
him, three hundred and fifty years before j and*it Ihould 
feem, that he was ignorant of die prophecy, till he had 
literally accomplifhed it *. How wonderful is the 
knowledge of God, .who fees through ages to come, 
as well as thole which are paft, and whole plans of 
operation, therefore, are not liable to miftal#s, im¬ 
perfections, or changes, as our’s are! “ Known unto 
Him are ah his works from the beginning of the 
world.” 

Jofiah was IbliCitous, not merely to correct irregu¬ 
larities but to eftablifh real godlinefs in the nation. 
He mult have beheld, with much diltrefs, the neglect 
and profanation of die temple; and therefore he com¬ 
manded the proper officers to repair die building, for 
which large contributions had been collected, and -to 
rellore die appointed lerviccs in that facied place. 
Such a concern for the obfervance of public worth ip 
will ever be the fruit of a pure zeal for God, and of a 
ftrong regard to die interefts of religion. For by that 
inftitudon, chiefly, the knowledge of divine truth is 
diffufed, and the practice of holinefs promoted in die 
world, Whaf diunks and praife do we owe to God 
for the regular, and quiet adminiltration of his ordi¬ 
nances amongft us ? Are we fcnfible of their value ? 
Do we indeed rejoice and bids God, that houfes of 

* J King.' xiii. 2 Kings xxiii. if—20. 
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prayer are ere&ed throughout our land; that they are 
not lhut againft us, or applied to' profane purpofes i 
Let us offer up qtir petitions, that our privileges may 
he continued to us and our pofterity: and, while we 
are favoured with them, let us labour to improve them 
fo our own fpiritual advantage.^ Let us “ ferve the 
l/>rd with gladnefs, enter into his gates with thankf- 
giving, and into Ills courts with praife, be thankful 
"unto Him, and blefs'his name*.” 

I)unng the repairs of the temple, I Iilkiah the high- 
prieft found the book of the law (probably the original 
writing dqjofited in the ark by Mofes;) and fo much 
had the word of God been negle&ed, fo fcarce were the 
copies of it, that the king himfelf, a'nd even the mi- 
nifters of religion feemed unacquainted with its con- 
erts. When it was prefi nted to Jofiah, and read be¬ 
fore him, he difeovered emotions of great angui/li; for 
then he perceived, more than he had done, how very 
fir the whole nation had departed from God, and to 
what tremendous denunciations of wrath they were cx- 
pofed. Under thi% impreftion he fent to enquire of 
the Lord, 1 whether it were poflible in any way to avert 
the threatened vengeance. The divine oracle, by 
l luldah the propheicis, declared, that deltrinSfion fhould 
be poured upon Jcrufalem and its inhabitants without 
tfcjnedv, for their long continued provocations; but 
that the pious prince, who had (hewn fuch tendernefs 
of heart and deep humiliation before God, fhould be 
mercifully removed from the evil to come. 


* P&lm. c. z, 4. 


To* 
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This is an infinitive narration in all its circum- 
ftances. It will teach us to value the word of God, 
and to be thankful for the fjequent opportunities, which 
the pooreft amonglt us enjoy of hearing and reading it 
for ourielves. The times are bad indeed, when die 
Bible is put away or forgotten. An ignorance of re¬ 
ligious principles will ever be favourable to the pre- . 
valence of iniquity; for if the folemn menaces of God 
againfl it are not known, there is no effectual barrier 
to rellsain men from it. Yet, numerous as the copies 
of the lacred feriptures are -amonglt us, we fear that 

many receive no advantage from them. The book of 

£ 

revelation is ftudioufly. kept out of fight, or 'thrown 

afide as troublefomc or ufele/s furniture; and in fomc 

families it feems .to be no more underftood, than it 

was in the days of Jofiali. • 

Others, who have acquainted themfelves with the 

main fubjrfts of it, evidently dil'regard its molt awful 

dedaradons. Are there not thofe, who laugh at die 

very mention cf thofe torments, which are prepared 

for die ungodly? Ah! where is that tendernefs of 

heart, which appeared in Jofiali? Comf; and learn 

from him, to attend tq die th.reatcnings of God with 

real feriouiiiefs of mind, to weep and to pray, when you 

'hear to what nunifhment you are liable'. Surely your 

■ 

contempt of the curies of Scripture manifefts an utter 
di/belief of the whole. Were you truly pcrniaded, that 
God means what He fays, you could not but be deeply 
imprefied:'you would cry out, as the king of Judah, 
“ Enquire of rV Lord for me; for g;v.~ is the wra'.h 
of the Lord that is kindled againfl u*.” Such atf i-r<- 

B b 4 quiiy. 
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quiry, perhaps, never entered your thoughts: you 
leek not after the way of falvation, bccaufe you feel no 
apprehenfions of danger :■ \ plain proof, that the word 
of God pafles with you for a fable. 

J io you aik. To what purpofe (hould we thus hum¬ 
ble uuifelves? Let Jofiah’s example anfwer: you will 
obtain peace and fecurity. If you mourn with real 
contrition, you will be accepted through the Redeemer; 
and then, "whatever may be the cafe of others, you 
lhall not come into condemnation. I Icar the declara¬ 
tion of Jehovah, “To this man will I look, even to 
him that trembleth at my word*." The world may 
deride you for :\'fuppofed weaknefs of underltanding; 
but the God of heaven will approve your conduit. 
“ The prudent man foreteeth the evil, and hideth him- 
lelf; bill the Ample pals on and are punilhed f.” 

■ No fooner did Jofiah perceive the importance of the 
• book of God, than he defined to acquaint his fubjeits 

^ t 

with it. He fummoned all the elders of the nation, the 
minifttrs both of church and Hate, and all the inhabi¬ 
tants of Jerufalem, and went with them in folemn pro- 
cefiion to the temple; nor was he afiiamed to appear 
a$ a preacher before them . He read in tlieir ears 
thofe awful denunciations of the divine law, which had 
madefo ftrong'an imprefiion on his own heart. These 
dfo he bound himfelf by an exprefs covenant to ierve 

the l.ord with a fteadfaft and unreferved obedience, 

# ^ 

and required the whole congregauon to enter into the 
fame engagement. The greater part, we fear, yielded 

* Ifa, ljcvj. a, -j- Prov. x:m. 3. { 2 King! xxiii, i. See. 



J O S I A H. 





an hypocritical compliance, yet much good, doubdefs, 
■was dFefted j nor was there any open or grofs depar¬ 
ture from the Lord, during the fequtl of this reign. 

It is of as much importance now, as it was in the 
days of Jofiah, that die people be called togedier to be 
inftru&ed in the oracles of God, that they be exhorted 
to dedicate thcml'eRes to Him, and leal their vows be¬ 
fore Him. If you love God or your fellow-creatures, 
you will rejoice, when the glad tidings of falvatfbn are 
carried from one place to another, and tinners arc 
taught “ me word of reconciliation.” But do you la¬ 
bour to promote this purpofe, and contribute to it by 
your influence and example ? If you wilh others to 
hear the feriptures read and expounded, you too ffiould 
be willing to hear then), and, like Jofiah, appear at 
the head of your family in the houfe of God, and there 
publicly declare your refolution, to be “ hk faithful 
foldiers and fervants unto your life’s end.” You will 
not be i'atisfied, diat the preachers of the Gofpel per¬ 
form their office, but in.yout refpedtive departments 
you will “ be fellow-helpers to the truth.” You will 
let up religion in your own habitations, endeavour to 
acquainr your children and domellics with the book of 
God, anil prefs them all to “ join themfelves to Him 
in a perpetual covenant.” No difficulties, reproaches, 
or oppofitioq^hould difeourage you from thus attempt¬ 
ing to render youriclvcs uleful in your generation, by 
an exertion of your bell abilities. Nor Ihould you 
doubt of fuccefs: at leaft, much evil wjfl be prevented, 
and, perhaps, the hearts of many may be truly engaged 
to ferve the Lord. 


The 
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The jinnee and the people had bound themfelves to 
God, by the molt exprefs promifes, in the temple. But 
Jofiah was delirous that their vows fhould be ratified in 
a ftill more lolemn manner, by a public celebration of 
the paffover *. That was their grand ordinance, and 
had probably funk into negleft;. but then, throughout 
the kingdom, they were called to the ftri&elt obl'erv- 
ance of it. The piety and zeal of Jofiah never ap¬ 
peared more cminentp^than on that occafion. He was 
the forcmolt, and molt'a&ive in the work of God, not 
only requiring the attendance of his l'ubjefts, but in- 
ftruCling arid encouraging the prielts and Levitcs in 
the difeharge of their office. An immenfe multitude 
alTemblcd, and, through die liberality of Jofiah and his 
nobles, numerous facrifices were offered to Heaven: 
and in the whole feltival the utmoft regularity and le- 
rioufnefs prevailed. .This palfover was the moll re¬ 
markable of any which had been obferved from tile- 
days of Samuel j perhaps on account of the large com¬ 
pany then prelent, and dicir compliance with the mi 
nuteft circumftances of die original appointment: for 
that in the time of Hezckiah, though celebrated with 
much fervour, was not exactly conformable to the law 
of Moles. 

It has been faid, that religion concerns only the 
common people, and ferv#s as a Itate q^inc to keep 
die vulgar in. awe. But has this been die fentimciK 
of the truly wile and good in any age or country? 
“ The ocellept of the earth,” even thofe of molt 
exalted rank, have not thought the divine fervicc be- 

♦ 2 Chron. x*\v. 
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neath their notice, but from a convidtion of its impor¬ 
tance for themfelves, have endeavoured to promote a 
general attention to it. Did the king of |Judah plead 
an exemption; or fhall we fufpedt his fincerity in this 
tranfidlion ? Was his ardour on the occafion a reproach 
to his character ? No; it is recorded to his honour; 
and it fhould be our defire to po fiefs the fame fpirit. 
We do not folemnize the Jewifh ordinance; but we 
fliould wait on the Ijord in ifo own inflituted way. 
“ Chrilt our pafibver is facrificed for us, therefore let 
us keep the feaft *;” let us furround his table, and, 
on the ground of his covenant, bind ourfelves by a vow 
to be his for ever. • ' • 

We have feen Jofiah’s liberality in forwarding the 
work of God, and fhall we decline any nccefTary du¬ 
ties of piccy, merely bccaufe they are expenfive ? It 
is incumbent upon us to “ honour the Lord with our 
fubfhmce:” and this may be effected by various me-’ 
thuds, though in the worfhip of the Chriltian Church 
no collly offerings be required: “ Let us not be weary 
in well-doing. “ The liberal devifeth liberal things, 
and by liberal things fhall he Hand f.” 

Thus lived and profpered this atniable king, lkad- 
faflly perfevering in righteoufnefs. He <vas an exten- 
five blUTing in his day; and he feemed to be railed up 
of God,*on <purpofe that on6 more folemn warning 
might be given to the people of Judah before their en¬ 
tire defolation. They complied with his regulations; 
and the fervice of Jehovah continued to be maintained 

f I Cor. v. 7, 8. t Gal. vi. 9. Lfe. xxxii. 8. 

in 
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in its purity. But the generality of his fubje&s prac- 
tifed the bafeft diflimulapon in their religious profef- 
fions*. There was therefore no remedy; for foon 
afterwards the threatened deftrudtion came upon than, 
and they were carried captive to Babylon. “ Be not 
deceived: God is not mocked.” You may aifume 
forne fair appearances, and conform to the external 
jrites of devotioji; but if you “ turn unto the Lord 
feignediy,” you will under the heavier condemna¬ 
tion. 

The character before us was moll amiable, and is 
faid to lave been unequalled, not, indeed in every re- 
fpeft, but in one leading feature. Jofiah furpafied all 
others in his zeal and activity to promote die honour 
of God. His whole heart Was engaged in the work 
of reformation, and all his ftrtngth put forth to accom - 
plilh, it. It was remarked, alfo, of his pious anccftor, 

■ Hezekiah, that there was none like him for the firm- 
nel's of his truft and confidence in God. The molt 
• eminent faints, though- they poflefs other good quali¬ 
fies, are generally diJHnguifhed for fome particular ex¬ 
cellence, which attracts our notice and admiration. In 
each of them we perceive rhe efficacy of die grace of" 
God, and fee -caufe to be afliamed of our own lad 
(deficiencies. May vye fo contemplate their examples, 
as not only to commend, but imitate, everything va¬ 
luable in them ! 

• 

Yew* Thirteen years after the laft mentioned 

eunu.oic*. rran f a ^ions, Jofiah went forth to battle 

againlt the king of I’gypt, .who was palling through 


• Jcr. iii. 6 , 10. 
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his land to attack the Ailyrians. He has been warmly 
cenlurcd for undertaking the expedition ; but perhaps 
we are not diffidently acquainted* with, the circum- 
ltances, to decide upon his conduct. There might be 
political reafons, which would juftily him as a dated- 
man, but, probabW, he a&ed witliout due deliberation, 
and confulted not the Lord or his prophets. Good 
men are liable to be betrayed into a wrong fpirit; and 
God may fometimes permit chjftn to*follow foolifh and 
evil counfels, in order to punifh thole with whom t\\cy 
are 'conneded. ^Icwas fo in the prefent indance; as 
we dull l&m from the .very awful event. Jofiah re¬ 
ceived a mortal wound in the engagement, and died 
as they conveyed him from Megiddo to Jerulalem, 
Doubtlcfs, he was removed in mercy to himfelf, 
that he might nbt behold the approaching deflation 
of his country; but in judgment to the people, who, 
notwithdanding the piety of their prince, were ripen¬ 
ing for .cleftru&ion. They were conltrained, how¬ 
ever, to confefs his worth,-when he was taken from 
them: and, while they felt their very heavy lois, they 
mourned for him throughout all the nati£h, with cx- 
preffions of deeped forrow. It is truly lamentable, 
that men in general know not the value of their own 
bleflings, till they are deprived, in righteous punilhment, 
for their contempt and abufe of them. 

If we cenlure Jofiah’s lad expedition, we Hiould be 

warned from it, to watch over our conduct and the 

* • 

tempers of our minds. ^Though w t be edablillied in 
grace, yet, if at any time we be remili and negligent, 
we may be cut down in a way, which will be highly 

dilbonourable 
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difhonourable to our profeflion. " Therefore, be y« 
alfo readybe doing the work of the Lord, that, when 
He (hall call, yon may not be furprifed or terrified, 
but cheerfully obey the fummons; and, by the ftrength 
and ardour of your faith and hope at that folemn feafon, 
may inftruft arid comfort your funding friends. 

But if you are living in an habituu difregard of God 
and his faivation, in what manner can you meet your 
'diflblution ? Place'the£wful feene before you: imagine 
the time of your departure at hand: are you not con¬ 
founded ? What is your fupport ? Can you look at 
death with compofure and confidence, and^fay, “ I am 
perfuaded, diat it {hall not be able to feparate me 
from the love of God, which is in CI11 ill Jelus my 
Lord ?” Do you not rather tremble in the “ fearful 
looking for of judgment, and fiery indignation, which 
{hall devour the adverl'aries ?” O feize the prefent 
moment, and flee to Him, whofe grace can fo prepare 
you for your difmiflion, and invigorate you in it, that 
you may even then adopt the Apoftle’s triumph, “ O 
deadi, where is thy fling ?—Thanks be to God, who 

giveth us the victory through our Lord Jefus ChriftV’ 

% 

• 1 Cor. xv. 55, 5> 
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ijercmiah, called to the prophetical office—-joined with JoJiab 
in promoting reformation—delivered from the men of 
Anathoth — difeouraged—apprehended and arraigned— 
at quitted—fent Baruch to recite bis prophecies—wrote 
to the captives in Babylon—his conference with Zedekiah 
— imprifoned—favoured with revelations—bis bold re¬ 
proofs, when rJcafed— cajl into a dungeon—konfulted by 
Zedekiah—refeued by Ebcdmelcch—continued in prifon, 
till Jerufalem was taken—-favoured by Nebuchadnezzar 
—dwelt in Judea—carried into Egypt. 

Th. hiftory of the Jewifli nation exhibits the con- 
dud of divine Providence in a moil inftrudive light. 
While we behold the Loid, with a parental care, " re¬ 
joicing over them to do them good,” notwithftanding 
their perverfe and rebellious fpirif, we are convinced, 
that “ He is gracious, flow to anger, and plenteous in 
mercy.” But the terrors of his juftice, alfo, were dif- 
played towards that favoured people: for, when various 
means had been uled in vain to humble and reform 
them, they were given up in righteous judgment to ut- 
ter deftrudioa. We learn, therefore, that He will at 
laft avenge himfelf on thofc, who continue to trilfe 

with 
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With his grace: and the weight of his vengeance is ge¬ 
nerally proportioned to their contempt and abufe of his 
goodnefs. 

Is it enqifired, ** Wherefore was the Lord wroth 

with his inheritance ?” Their offences were numerous 

and complicated; but one fin, above allaithers, brought 

on their ruin, and, as It were, "•ed the meafure of 

their iniquities:"-They mocked the meffengers of 

God, and defpifed his^words, and mifufed his prophets, 4 

until the wrath of the Lord arofe againft his people, 

till there was no remedy V’ Thofe holy men were 

raifed up in fucceflion from age to age, to reprove them 

and call them to repentance; but their admonitions 

met with a marked abhorrence: “ all the day long they 

# 

ftretched out their hands unto a difobedient and gain- 
faying people." Jn the upright difeharge of their of¬ 
fice, “ they had trial of cruel mockings and fcourgings; 
yea, moreover, of bonds and imprifonment: they were 
ftoned, they were fawn afunder, were tempted, were 
flain \vich the fwordf.” 

It wfre eafy to produce particular inftances: let the 
example of Jeremiah ferve as a fpecimen of the reft. 
This was a character of peculiar eminence; and a 
larger account of him, than of die others, is left us in 
the book which bears his name, and which was doubt- 
lefs compofed by hiaafelf. We ihall advert to fome of 
die moil rem arkable f firclimfiances of his life and 
preaching ; and, though a narrower idfpe&ion into his 
writings would more clearly (hew, that in him “ the 
grace of our Lord-was exceeding abundant,” our Ihort 

’. # ft Chron. xxxri. »6. f Hcb. xi. 36, 37.' 
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detail will exhibit him as a pattern of minirterial fide¬ 
lity, courage, and afliduity, fweetly tempered with pa¬ 
tience, meeknefs, and love. Such q^lvocaces for the 
truth of God are among the bell blefiings, which he 
can bellow on any people; but the rejection of them 
is a decided proof of a rooted enmity againll Him, and 
will draw down his jfeavicll dilplcafure. May we fear 
for ourfelves, and know the day of our vilitation, that 
1 the Gofpel, which we hear, may be to us ** the favour 
of life unto life !” 

Ycri before Jeremiah was inverted with the propheti- 
chrut, big. c;l j 0 fyj cc at an early age, and is even laid to 

have been fa notified and otdained to it before his birth*. 
He continued in the faithful execution of his duty, 
during the reigns of the five laft kings of Judah, for 
the fpace of forty years, and for the greateft part of that 
time endured much bittemefs of oppofition. l ie was 
railed up as an aflirtant to the pious Jofiah in the ar¬ 
duous work (if reformation, and was then firft appointed 
to the facred charge, when that monarch began to 
purge the nation of its idolatries. “ No man taketh 
this honour to himfelf:” the moll eminent fervants of 
God have been backward to accept it: nor do wc read 
of any, but falfe prophets only, who thruft themlelves r 
uncalled, into the minirterial fundlion, or embraced it 
as an eafy or lucrative employment. Jeremiah refufed 
it, through a modeft diffidence of himfelf, pleading his 
youth and want of eloquence : ** Ah ! Lord God,” 
faid he, “ behold I cannot fpeak, for l am a child.” 
His objeflions, however, were over-ruled by the gra- 
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cious declarations of God him (elf, who engaged to qua- 
lify him for his office, to fupport and protect him in i:. 
lie favv in a vilion the deflations, which were to be 
brought upon J udah by the Chaldeans j and he was requir¬ 
ed to warn both the princes and the people, that their 
abandoned conduit had provoked the Lord to deftroy 
them. Such a mellage could not but be molt often - 
livc to them: accordingly, he was told that their ut- 
moft lage would be excited againft him; and yet, 
though bonds and afflictions awaited him, that he ffiould 
be related from all their furious affaults. Doubtleis, 
the profpect of his fuflerings occafioned many painful 
feelings; but the ftrongeft courage and confidence 
became Him, to whom that promife was given, “ They 
Ih.ill fight againft thee, but they fhall not prevail againft 
thee j for I am widi thee, faith the Lord, to deliver 
thee.” 

Immediately, he flood forth as a preacher of righte- 
oufnefs, and leconded the king’s attempts for the rc- 
ftoration of true religion, by the moft folemn adurefles 
to his countrymen on the evil and the danger of their 
ways. In that inllance he had the civil authority on 
his fide, which added weight to his exhortations, or at 
leaft fecured him from infults. Indeed, from the united 
efforts of fuch a prince and fuch a prophet we fhould 
have formed the moft pleafing expectations of fuccefs. 
Yet the work of reformation advanced very flowly; 
and through that whole reign little more appears to 
have been effected than an external change. The 
people were neftnuntd awhile from their grofs irregu¬ 
larities, but were ready to return to them again. 


The 
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The miniftcrs of Chrift fhould be thankful, when 
the power of the magiftrate is extended to protect 
them from the fury of fuch, as would oppofe them. 
But the lupport of government alone cannot render 
their labours efficacious. O that the divine influence 
may accompany their words; otherwife, though finners 
may be checked, they will not be converted! 

Jeremiah, probably, met with no open pcrlecution, 
till the death of Jofiah. But from that ]>eriod his fitu- 
ation was very different, and his whole hiftory teemed 
to illuftratc and exemplify God’s original declaration to 
him : “ They (hall fight againft thee, but they fhall not 
prevail againft thee; for I am with thee, faith the 
Lord, to deliver thee.” 

He had to contend with fome malicious enemies in 
his native place, among the priefts of Anathoth and his 
own kindred. They were lb fir provoked by his bold 
admonitions, as to determine in the moft treacherous 
manner to deftroy him. He, indeed) fufpetted not their* 
purpofc; for he was like a lamb or an ox brought to 
the flaughter: but the Lord watched over him, and 
refeued him out of their hands, by giving him timely 
information of their defigns *. It ufually happens to 
thofe who are zealous for religion, that their foes are of 
their own houfehold: and perhaps none are more likely 
to be offended by the pious labours of the faithful am - 
bafiadors for Chrift, than thofe teachers, who poflels 
not the fame fervency or diligence. 

The prophet referred his caufeto God, anil then with 
renewed vigour, though forbidden 'to prophefy any 

• Jer. xi. and xii. 
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more, reproved the men, who had intended to murder 
him, and denounced the heavy judgments of God 
againft them. Yet it fhould feem that he felt fome 
dil’couragciTlcnt from the late attempts upon his life, 
and complained to God with an appearance of iinpati- 
once. But he was remanded to his work, and bidden 
to prepare for ieverer trials *. 

He went on, therefore, in the execution of his of¬ 
fice, declaiing the whole counfel of God, and, by a va¬ 
riety of fignificant adtions as well as alarming lermons, 
warned the nation of their impending ruin. But after 
a time his conflict was fo ftiarp, through the bitternefs 
and rage of that abandoned i>eoplc, that his faith failed 
him, and he betrayed a peevilhnefs of fpirit in murmur¬ 
ing at his appointment to fo hard a poll f. We do not 
vindicate his expreffions, for wc allow that much im¬ 
perfection remains in the bell characters. Jeremiah 
was f.indtified from the womb; yet he felt the depra¬ 
vity of a fallen nature. For furely it was no other 
than unbelief and a petulant difeontent, which led him 
to complain of the difficulties of his work. Alas! how 
prone we are to find fault, when we meet not with the 
fuccefs which we expedted! Do not our trials evince 
the weaknefs of our religious principles ? 

The Lord had companion on his fervant, and, while 
He required him to return to the faithful difeharge of 
his duty, renewed die former promifes of fupport and 
protection. How gracious is our God, who bears with 
our infirmities, and is not provoked by our pervCrfe- 
nefs utterly to dclert us I 


7 
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The prophet was again perplexed and almoft con¬ 
founded bji the infults, hardlhips, and dangers, to 
which his office expofed him. He Solemnly declared 
before the princes, the priefts, and the people, that 
they would be given as a prey to the Chaldeans for 
their impenitence and obduracy. But his admonitions 
rendered him extremely offenfive, and raifed up ene¬ 
mies againft him on every fide. They derided his 
mefiage, as if it were the fidion of his own brain, and 
confulted how they might afperfe his character, and 
even take away his life *. Paihur, a pried: and a prin¬ 
cipal minifter in the temple, proceeded with much rage 
to beat and imprifon him f. On the very next day, 
indeal, Jeremiah was relcafcd; and then, by exp refs, 
revelation from the Lord, he predided the captivity 
and miferable death, which awaited his furious pcrlccu- 
tor. But fuch a general and bitter oppofition quite 
dilheartened. him, and ftirred up fome wrong tempers 
within him. He relates, with a beautiful fimplicity, 
the painful conflict which he fuffered, the fears and dis¬ 
couragement he felt, and die hard thoughts he had en¬ 
tertained concerning God, though at times the confi¬ 
dence of his faith was unffiaken. 

We mourn for the weaknefs of the man of God; 
but we know how to account for it. He is not charge¬ 
able with any open inconfiftency or dilhonourable con- 
dud in the execution of his office; but fo ftrong were 
his fecret corruptions,-that he found it extremely dif¬ 
ficult to perfevere in it. We admire .the humility and 
ingenuoufnefs, widi which he his deferibed the very 

• Jcr. xvii. 15. xviii. 18, 13. f xx. 1, &c. 
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(infill emotions of his own mind. Alas! who among 
the faints of God, in circumdances of violent temp¬ 
tation, lias r.ot experienced the fame ? Do they not 
sill confer*, u The evil, which we would not, that we 
do ?” Even while their outward deportment before 
men is unexceptionable, they frequently difeover the 
mod deteftablc thoughts and principles working within 
them, which almod overwhelm them with diftrefs, and 
deter them from approaching to God. At thofe fea- 
fons, however, the Lonl is gracious in preventing their 
inward depravity from breaking forth into fuch afts, as 
would “ give great occafion to their enemies to blaf- 
pheme.” Let them renew their application for par¬ 
don and ftrength, and like Jeremiah profecute with 
frefh vigour the duties of their calling. 

From that period we hear no more of any impa¬ 
tience or wearinefs, though his difficulties were not in 
the lead diminilhed. No fufferings, no bittemefs of 
perfection difeouraged him from making a bold and 
unreferved declaration of the divine will. He reprov¬ 
ed, he threatened, not in the Spirit of anger or private 
refentment, but as the meflenger of Jehovah God of 
hods. Ixt us contemplate his zeal and fidelity, till 
we ourfelves be animated by the fame holy ardour, and 
be willing to endure the fevered trials ** for confidence 
towards God.” 

Yr.irs Wi're 1 ° the beginning of Jehoiakiin’s reign, 
c.irui, 6ic. preached repentance to the people 

in the courts of die lord’s houfe, and foretold the de- 
ftruftion of the temple and city, as the punilhment pf 
their obduracy, he was violently feized by the priells 

and 
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and prophets, and dragged as a criminal before the tri¬ 
bunal of the princes *. There lie Hood undaunted, 
maintaining that he fpoke only the vtords *>f God, and 
warning his very judges to take heed to the rule! vc s. 
Nor was his mecknefs lefs confpicuous thin his cou¬ 
rage. “ As for me,” faid he, “ behold, I am in your 
hand: do with me, as feemeth good and meet unto 
you.” The elders were inclined to favour him, and 
even pleaded his caufe againft his enraged uccufcrs. 
He was, therefore, honourably acquitted, chiefly indeed 
through the influence of one perfon, Ahikam, whom 
the Lord had made ufe of for the preservation of the pro¬ 
phet. He elcaped from their fury, but we apprehend 
that his liberty was abridged. 

He experienced other deliverances equally aflonifli- 
ing, which are to be aferibed to the gracious intrrpoli 
tion of God. Some ncceflary hindrance, probably 
die ftrift prohibition of the king and his councilors, 
prevented him from repeating his admonitions in the 
temple. But, that another call might be given to that 
infatuated nation, Baruch v/as directed to fupply his 
place, by reciting in the molt public and numerous al- 
fembly the fubftance of Jeremiah’s predictions and ex¬ 
hortations, which he had taken down from his mouth t; 
This awakened the attention of the princes, who im¬ 
mediately carried information to the palace. Jehoiahim 
required the .book to be read before him; but the 
contents foon roufed his indignation, l ie dcitroyed 
the writing, and commanded the prophet and his lei ib: 
to be feized, with an intent, doubtlefs, to deftroy thenj. 

* Jer. xxri, c. t x\xw. i, Lc. 
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Hut his mad purpofe was defeated: for, being under 
the care and protection of Jehovah, they were in fome 
way or other tfledtually concealed, as to elude the 
fcarch of the officers. J eremiah’s fafety, then, in this in- 
(lance was owing, not to his own vigilance or good 
management, not to the contrivance or intereft of 
friends, but to the immediate and miraculous agency of 
God himfelf. u The Lord hid them.” 

* He had narrowly efcapcd; yet he declined not the 
further execution of his office. By the divine direc¬ 
tion he wrote down another copy of thofe very decla¬ 
rations, which had inccnfed the king, adding alio die 
mod awful denunciations againft him for his late con¬ 
duct, and then gave this freih tranfeript to Baruch, 
probably to be publilhed as before. This mud have 
been done at the peril of their lives ; but, as we hear 
qf no other attempt againft them, we conclude that the 
fury of the perfecutor was reftrained by the powerful 
influence of Heaven. 

Yen before Jercmiah faw the threatened vengeance 
59<> ta k e pj ac< . upon the impious prince and his 
fon who fucceeded ■, for they were both carried captives 
to Babylon, together widi many of their fubjedts. That 
event, though it confirmed his words, was very afflic¬ 
tive to him. He felt the tendered companion for his 
exiled countrymen, and therefore lent to them by letter 
to comfort them in their bondage *. He entreated 
them not to give heed to (educing prophets, who en¬ 
couraged them to fixpedl a fpeedy deliverance j for he 
allured them from the Lord, that they muft continue 

• Jer. xxix. 1, &c. 
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feventy years in that ftate of banifhmcnt. In the mean 
time he exhorted them to feek the peace and welfare 
of that city where they fojourned, and to 'wait in faith 
and prayer for the completion of the divine promifes. 

He remained at Jerufulem, and had the fame painful 
talk to perform as before. For, during the whole reign 
of Zedckiah, he was called to contend with that aban¬ 
doned and infatuated king, with the falfe prophets alfo, 
with the priefts and the nobles: nor could he look for 
any other recompence than ftripes, imprifonment, and 
death. But he pleaded the caufe of God, and in obe¬ 
dience to Him hefitated not to endure all things. 

Zedckiah was placed in the government of Judea 
by Nebuchadnezzar, and compelled to fwear allegiance 
to him *. To this oath Jeremiah exhorted him ftri&ly 
to conform, in oppofition to all thofe lying teachers, who 
with their pretended divinations encouraged him to 
throw off the yoke of fubjeftionf. Thofe deceivers, 
therefore, were enraged againft themeflengerofJehovah; 
but he continued, notwidiftanefing all their contempt 
and violence, to declare the will of Heaven. He main¬ 
tained, that it would be vain as well as impious to refift 
the Babylonilh monarch, and that, upon their rebellion 
againft him, they Ihould be given up to utter defolation. 
Still Zedekiah liftened to his flattering counfellors, and 
by his perfidy provoked Nebuchadnezzar to invade the 
land and befiege the city. 

Then, indeed, the king in his diftrefs. felt and tefti- 
fied a high refpeft for the prophet ■, (of he fent to en- 

* S Chron. xxxvi. 10—13. f Jer. xxvii. and xxviii. 
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treat his interceflion with the Lord *. Alas! how 
many wifh for th$ prayers of good men, and yet reject 
their advice! Jeremiah could not go beyond the word 
of the I.ord, and therefore, while he preached the ne- 
Ceflity of unfeigned repentance, and of fubmiflion to the 
Chaldeans, he predicted the fatal effefts of the prefent 
oppofition f. But his admonitions were defpifed, or 
rather, they excited the utmoll rage againft him : for 
he was caft into prifon, as a difaffe&ed and fediticus 
perfon. 

Do we commiferate his opprobious confinement ? 
£ven there he enjoyed the comforts of the divine pre¬ 
fence, and received frefh communications from Hea¬ 
ven As a proof of his full confidence, that the land 
would be reftored to their defendants at die appointed 
period, lie purcliafed a family eftate, and gave direc¬ 
tions for the prefervation of the writings concerning 
it. In anfwer to his fervent fupplications, the Lord 
confirmed the former revelations made to him, de- 
daring, that, though J erufalem ftiould be utterly de- 
ftroyed for its wickednefs, it fhould be rebuilt and 
eftablifhed in a ftate of great profperity. He was alfo 
affured that the Redeemer fhould yet arife from the 
feed of David, according to the promife, and diat un¬ 
der His fpiritual government the Church fhould poffefs 
an enlargement, fecurity, and happinefs, unknown be¬ 
fore. Such a forefight of die blefled times of the Gof- 
pel would, dov.bdefs, fill the mind of the prophet with 
“ joy and peace in believing.” 

• Jer, xxi. 2. xxxvii. 3. f xxi. 3, &x. - 7 . 

| xxxii. i 9 &c. xxxui. 1, 5 c$* 
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A ftiort refpite was granted to Jerufalem; for the 
Chaldeans withdrew their forces to attack the Egyp¬ 
tians. In that interval Jeremiah was refeaftd, but, 
when he perceived that both the king and the people 
Hill hardened their heart*;, and became even more ob¬ 
durate through the delay of the threatened vengeance, 
he admoniihed and reproved diem with the fame firm- 
nefs and courage as before*. He maintained that Ne¬ 
buchadnezzar would certainly return, renew the fiege, 
and deftroy the city. Upon the firft aflault, a refor¬ 
mation, in one inftance, had taken place among them. 
By the command of Zedekiah, the flaves had been li¬ 
berated from their oppreflive fervice, and their free¬ 
dom confirmed to them by all the formalities of a fo- 
iemn covenant before God f. But when the Chal¬ 
deans retired, the holy covenant was perfidioufly vio¬ 
lated, and the flaves reduced to their former fubje&ion. 
Jeremiah, therefore, in God’s name, reprelented to the 
princes their bafe treachery, and declared that for this, in 
addition to their other enormities, accumulated miferies 
were coming upon them, and that an efcape would be 
impoflible. His plain dealing, doubtlels, provoked 
their indignation; and an opportunity foon offered, 
which fiiewed their malevolence againft him. 

During the ceflation of hoftilities, whilft he was 
permitted to be at large, he attempted to depart from 
Jeruf.ilem, and to feek a retreat in the country. Per¬ 
haps he was wearied out with that long t and as it fhould 
feem fruitlefs, ftruggle he had maintained againft an 
abandoned people; and, amidft the many diftra&ions 

* Jcr, xxxvii 6 , See. f xxxiv. 8, Se c. 
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likely to enfue, he might wilh for folitude and eafe. 
But his fcheme failed : for he was inftantly feized by 
a guard, under a charge of deferring to the enemy, and, 
after being contumelioufiy beaten, was thruft into a 
dungeon, where he continued for fome time, with ex¬ 
treme danger of his life. 

At length his fufferings were mitigated. Zedekiah 
retained a reverence for him, and took him from his 
cell to confult him. He received from him no favour¬ 
able anfwer, and yet he fo far attended to his earned 
expoftularion on the injuftice and feverity of his con¬ 
finement, as to appoint him to a lefs rigorous cuftody, 
and to command that lie lhould be regularly fupplied 
with provifions, while any remained in the city. 

But his trials foon increafed. Some of the elders of 
the people were violently enraged againft him, on ac¬ 
count of his preaching. They reprefented him, there¬ 
fore, as a turbulent fellow, whole life lhould no longer 
be fpared, and, through the weaknefs of the king, they 
obtained leave to wreak their vengeance upon him *. 
Immediately they let him down into a deep, miry dun¬ 
geon, where he was on the point of perilhing. But again 
he was refeued, through the unexpected mediation of 
Ebedmelech, an Ethiopian eunuch in the palace, and 
reftored to his former more favourable imprifonment. 
Nor did tliat aCt of piety and kindnefs lole its reward: 
for God declared, that he would protect the man, who 
had loved and delivered his prophet f. 

The prifoner was admitted to another conference with 
Zedekiah, nor was he backward to repeat his faithful 
* Jcr. xxxvii. i, &c + xxxix. ij—18. 
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admonitions. But the prince continued impenitent, 
and Jeremiah wore his chains, till Jerufalem fell into 
the hands of the Chaldeans. Inconceivable diftrefs, 
confiifion, and carnage attended that event j but the 
arm of Jehovah was ft retched out for the defence of his 
fervant*. Even Nebuchadnezzar, the proud con¬ 
queror, gave exprefs directions, that a peculiar regard 
fhould be fhewn to Jeremiah, and full liberty allowed 
him to choofe his abode. 

Doubtlefs from a defire of ufefulnefs, as well as an 
attachment to his country, he fixed his refidence among 
the few people who were left in the land. But his pious 
labours did not fucceed with them. They profefled 
to reverence him, entreated his prayers, and folcmnly 
promifed obedience to his wordf. Yet, when he 
charged them to continue in Judea, afiiiring them that 
God would profper and blcfs them there, but threaten¬ 
ing them with entire deftruction if they fhould feck 
protection in Egypt, their hypocrify appeared. In 
contempt of God and the prophet, they retreated to 
Egypt, and compelled J eremiah to accompany them J. 
There likewife he perfifted.in reproving and warning 
them, foretelling allb the approaching ruin of that very 
nation, to which they had fled for fafety. Ah! what 
diftrefs and horror muft have filled his mind, while he 
was witnefs to their increafing obduracy and profligacy 
of manners! He could not be filent; - yet no man 
regarded: and it has been thought, that he died at 
laft as a martyr, and fealed his prophecies and doc¬ 
trines with his blood. 

• Jcr. xxxix. i—14. t xlii 1, See. J xliii. 1, See. 
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I low honourable was the charader of the Lord's 
fervant, in the midft of all the indignities and violence 
which he flittered,! How much inftrudion may we de¬ 
rive from the review of his conduct, and the various 
occurrences of his life! In whatever ftation we are 
placed, we learn from him to confult the will of God, 
and fteadfaftly to adhere to HU commands, in oppo- 
fition to the whole world, and in contempt of our own 
prefent conveniences and comfort. Our faith is con¬ 
firmed, and our hope animated, while we obferve the 
aftonifliing deliverances wrought for the perfecuted 
prophet: we are emboldened to reft upon the promifes 
of God, and to believe, that in a ft rid attention to our 
duty “ He will never leave us nor forfake us.” If 
we are fixed in a private and retired department, the 
incidents we have met with may not feem fo remark¬ 
able, as thofe which befel Jeremiah; but the fame 
gracious Providence has protected and fupported us; 
and we alfo may look back with wonder and gratitude 
on the way, by which the Lord has led us. Has He 
not raifed up friends for us, where we leaft expeded 
them, refeued us from many formidable dangers, and 
fuddenly removed from us thofe heavy calamities under 
which we were ready to fink ? “ He is faithful that 
promifed.” Let us not he backward to ferve Him, nor 
(brink from the poft, which He has affigned us, what¬ 
ever difficulties or perils may await us in it. Let us 
confide in his care, and rejoice in his love. He will 
infallibly perform the engagements of his Covenant, 
and “ perfed that which concerned! us." 


So 
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So far the example before us may admit of a gene¬ 
ral application, for the inftruftion and encouragement 
of all who defire “ to obey God rather dian men.’* 
But it demands a more particular attention’from thofe, 
•who tf minifter in holy things,” and who, like the 
prophets of old, appear in the public anil important 
character of “ ambaffadors for God.” ' Their com- 
miflion, indeed, differs from Jeremiah’s: but there 
are many points of refemblance, which may ftirnifh 
them with profitable hints, for the regulation of their 
conduct. May God pour out his Spirit upon all the 
paftors of his Church, and endue them with a meafurc 
of the fame wifilom, courage, fidelity, patience, and 
afikluity, which his ancient lervant pofi'cffed! 

You therefore, who are called to labour in the Gof- 
pel, fhould contemplate the life of Jeremiah with pe¬ 
culiar regard. lake him, you are required to declare 
many offenfive truths, to reprove a (infill generation, 
and foretel “ the wrath of God, which cometh upon 
the children of difobedience.” I.eam, then, to deliver 
your me Rage without fear or partiality, and keep-back 
nothing which God has enjoined. Your hearers rffay 
tempt you to “ (peak unto them fmooth things,” and to 
be filent on fuch fubjc&s as excite their difguft. But 
would you corrupt the word of God, in order to line 
their vitiated tafte? If you thus plealfed men, you 
■would not be the fervancs of -Glirid *. Your difficul¬ 
ties may alfo be increafed, if you have co addrefs per- 
fons of rank and. influence; for they may be difpofed 
to confider your plain dealing as ag indignity to them. 

• Gal. i. i0. 
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But, while you pay them all proper deference, do not 
hefitate, as occafion ftiall be given, to “ reprove, re¬ 
buke, exhort, with all long-fuffering and doftrine*. ,r 
O betray not the caufe of God, to conciliate their 
favour, or to fecure your own intereft and reputation! 

It may likewife happen, that in the difcharge of your 
office you may be oppofed, and all your folemn de¬ 
clarations denied and ridiculed by falfe, though fafliion- 
able, teachers. Such was Jeremiah's trial: O learn 
from him, to combat their errors with firmnefs and 
courage, and to perfevere in maintaining the truth, 
from a full confidence that God himfelf will vindicate 
the honour of his Gofpel! 

You will think yourfelves bound to denounce <c the 
terrors of the Lord” againft impenitent offenders; but, 
like the prophet, you will alfo fpeak in words of con- 
folation; and the promifes of God will have their pro¬ 
per place and proportion in your preaching. His 
writings will inftruft you to encourage returning Tin¬ 
ners by affurances of complete forgivenefs, and to ex¬ 
hibit the power and the grace of the great Redeemer, 
as “ the Lord our righteousness.” You will 
contemplate with delight his deferiptions of the glory, 
amplitude, and bleffednefs of the kingdom of Jefusf, 
and eameftly entreat the people of your charge to bow 
with unfeigned fubjeftion to this Prince of Peace. 
You perceive Jeremiah, in his darkeft hours, rejoicing 
in thofe fpiritual and exalted privileges, which are fc- 
cured by the divine Covenant nor will you fail to ' 

• * Tim. iv. 2. t Jer.xxiii. 5, 6. • J xxxi. 33, 34. 

xxxii. 40. 
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exhort every trembling penitent to take hold of this 
Covenant, while you reprefent the unchangeable Je¬ 
hovah, as engaging by his promife and his oath to be¬ 
llow both prefent and everlalling falvatiorf on all them 
that believe. 

You will not look for the recompence of your la¬ 
bours from men: probably a faithful attention to your 
duty will procure you many enemies. Wonder not, at 
lead, if you experience a meafure of that opprobrious 
and cruel treatment, which Jeremiah met with. The 
hand of violence may be redrained, but the tongue of 
flander will vent its poifon againd you. Falfe and ma¬ 
licious reports may render your character infamous, 
and feem to obllrufl the ufcfulncis of your minillry. 
In fuch circumdances, you will have cfpecial need to 
guard againd all improper affections; and the example 
before you will teach you to fuft'er long and be kind. 
Forbearance, meekneis, and love, even toward your 
bittereil perfecutors, will bed prove the excellence of 
your principles, as well as your own fincerity. You 
mud “ not render evil for evil, or railing for railing; 
but contrariwife blefling; knowing that ye are there¬ 
unto called, that ye fhould inherit a blefling —“ The 
fervantof the Lord mud not drive; but be gentle unto 
all men, apt to teach, patient, in meekneis inftrueling 
thofe that oppofe themfelves; if God peradventure will 
give them repentance to the acknowledging of the 
truth f.” 

Is it objected, that the holy prophet himfelf betrayed 
a petulant, and angry fpiiit, and uttered fome trcmcn- 

• 1 Pet. iii. 9. t 2 Tim. ii. 24. 2j. 

Vol. II. D d dous 
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dous imprecations againft his adverfaries * ? No 
merely human chara&er can be propofed for our imita¬ 
tion in every inflance. The imperfedtions of the faints, 
however, wim us to be circumlpcdt. But the cafe 
and office of Jeremiah were extraordinary: as a pro¬ 
phet, he might fpeak many things, which would be 
unfui table to others. Moft of thofe pafiages, which 
have the appearance of curfes, were no other than pre- 
diftions of evil, or they exprefied only his approbation 
of the judgments, which God had revealed to him j-. 
It will not be faid, furely, that he was habitually mo- 
rofe and revengeful; for the whole tenour of his life 
would contradidl it. Did he not labour with uncom¬ 
mon affiduity for the good of thofe, who hated him ? 
Did he not difeover die moll compaffionate diftrefs, 
on account of their miferies: and pour out his heart in 
fervent prayer for thofe, who were feeking to murder 
him 

Are you tempted to court die applaufe of men at the 
expence of truth, " to give flattering tides,” and 
if have men’s perfons in admiration becaule of advan¬ 
tage ?” This would be a mean, detellable condudt. 
Rather, rejoice “ if ye be reproached for the name of 
Chrift.”—Or, would you confult your eafe, and live 
entirely to yourfelves, regardlefs of the folemn obliga¬ 
tions of your office ? How widely, then, do you aider 
from the prophet! And how much more honourable 
was he, in the midft of ftripes and imprifonment, than 

• Jer. xvii. 18. *$viii. zi — 23- 

f See the Character of David, Page 106. 

J Jer. iv. 19. v:ii. 2i. ix. t. xui. *«v. 'y. v-- 
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thofe flexible and compliant teachers among ourfelves, 
who “ are of the world,” and who appear the fore- 
moft in every fcheme of pleafurc and feufual gratifi¬ 
cation ! 

Docs the profpeCt of difficulties terrify you ? Per¬ 
haps you magnify your dangers, or forget the promifes 
of your God, who engages to fupport you. Need we 
remind you of the aflonifhing interpofition9 in Jere¬ 
miah’s favour, or obferve, that fimilar deliverances 
may be wrought for you ? The Lord, whom you ferve, 
may raife up friends for you, even among your ene¬ 
mies} may reftrain the men of violence, and confound 
their purpofes againfl you. He will himfelf vifit you, 
when moft infulted and opprefled j anil, probably. He 
may induce contemptuous finners to revere you, and 
to “ make l'upplication unto you." It is not unufual, 
at leaft, in the prefent day, for the faithful ambafladors 
of Chrift to be refeued and preferved, beyond their 
liopes : nor are wc at a lofs to account for this, while 
we hear their gracious Mailer afluring them, “ Lo! I 
am with you alway, even unto the end of the world*.” 

Does your want of fuccefs difeourage you ? We 
wonder not, if in y6ur hafte you refolve to abandon 
that employment, which produces no vifible good. But 
if you regard die authority of God, or love your fellow 
creatures, the word of God will be “ in your heart as 
a burning fire fhut up in your bones, and you will be 
weary with forbearing f.” In obedience to God, and 
in patient expectation of his bleffing, you mud con¬ 
tinue your labours, and leave the event to Him. Little 

• Matt. xxvii 5 . 20. + Jer. xx. 9. 
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advantage Teemed to be derived from the inceflant 
exertions of Jeremiah. Yet he was greatly honoured, 
and his reward was with his God. O be animated to 
purfue the grand objedt of your high calling with un¬ 
remitting ardour; and, whatever you may lofe or fuf- 
fer in fuch a fervice, the iffue will be glorious to your- 
felves! Let no dangers move you “ neither count you 
your lives dear unto yourfelves, fo that you may finifh 
your courfe with joy, and the miniflry, which you have 
received of the Lord Jefus, to teftify the Gofpel of 
the grace of God*.” Then fhall you join with “ the 
goodly fellowfhip of the prophets, and the noble army 
of martyrs,” in Tinging praife to Him, “ who giveth 
you the vidtory •" and you fhall fhine among thofe, 
who have turned many to righteoufnefs “ as the bright- 
nefs of the firmament, and as the ftars for ever and 
ever f.” Amen. 

• Afts xx. 24. t Dan. xii. 3. 
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CHAP. XV. 

Nebuchadnezzar fucceeded to, and enlarged, his father's 
dominions—his magnificence, pride, and oppreffion—bad 
a revelation of the kingdom of Cbrifi—Jet up an im- 
tnenfe idol—bis conduct to the three pious Jews—warned 
of God in a dream—-yet lifted up—depofed from his go¬ 
vernment—refiored and changed—praifed God. 

W E arc taught by the facred hiftory to acknow¬ 
ledge the controlling influence, or immediate agency, 
of a righteous, wife, and Almighty Governo r, in every 
event of human life. Whilft, therefore, the molt tre¬ 
mendous commotions are excited amongft men, and 
kingdoms pafs from one pofleffor to another, we are 
to confider His hand as fuftaining and directing the 
whole, fo that in the higheft fenfe " He doeth accord¬ 
ing to his will, in the army of heaven and amongft 
the inhabitants of the earth.” How little is this be¬ 
lieved or regarded! An atheiftical notion of fome 
unknown, blind principle, chance, or nature, has al- 
moft excluded the divine Providence from the manage¬ 
ment of the univerfe. But the prefent narrative will 
furnifh us with a ftriking proof and illuftration of that 
important truth, " God is the Judg*; He putteth 
down one, and fetteth up another*.” * 

• Pfal. Ixxr. 7. 
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We have here fele&ed, for the fubjedt of our ferious 
meditation, a remarkable character out of the Pagan 
world, Nebuchadpezzar the haughty tyrant of Babylon. 
But we lhall confine our attention to thofe circum- 
ftances of his life, which are recorded in the fcriptures, 
and arc evidently written for our admonition. He was 
a bold, prefumptuous offender, and feems, in fome 
refpeds like Pharaoh, to have maintained a conteft 
with the God of Heaven, till at length he was over¬ 
come and confounded. How many teftimonies we 
have, that “ God refilleth the proud,” and that “ who- 
Ibever exalteth himfelf lhall be abafed*!” 
y iais ,„ f „ rc Nebuchadnezzar has been celebrated as 
ci,mi, 61.4. on( . 0 f ^ moft ihuftrious monarchs, and as 
a prudent, brave, and fuccelsful warrior. Pie came 
to the throne of Babylon at an early age; and to the 
extenfive dominions^, which he inherited from his fa¬ 
ther, he made a large addition by his own perfonal 
exploits; infomuch that the greateft part of the then 
known world was tributary to him. “ All people, 
nations, and languages trembled and feared before 
him: whom he would, he flew; and whom he would, 
he kept alive; and whom he would, he fet up; and 
whom he would, he put down f.” 

. The limits of our plan will not permit us to follow 
him from one conqueft to another. Suffice it to ob- 
ferve. This is Ire, who brought the kings of Judah into 
lubjc&ion, and led away the whole, nation in a ftate 
of captivity to. Babylon. He attacked and fubdued 


• Ja. iv. 6. Luke aiv. 11. 
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Jehoiakim, according to Jeremiah’s predictions, robbed 
him of his treafures, then left him as his vafial, and 
afterwards, upon his revolt, vanquished and deftroyed 
him *. He alfo depofed the young ruler Jehoiachin, 
and took him to Babylon, after ranfacking the city and 
temple of Jerufalem. He had appointed Zedekiah to 
the government; but, upon his violating the oath of 
allegiance, he came againft him with numerous forces, 
inverted, reduced, and laid wafte Jerufalem, and burnt 
down its palaces and the houfe of God f. He appre¬ 
hended the faithlefs prince, and, after murdering his 
fons before him, put out his eyes, and led him in chains 
to grace his triumph. Thus he made and unmade 
kings, to gratify his own ambition, refentment, or ca¬ 
price. 

His magnificence and fplendour were equal to his 
power and tyranny. Babylon, the place of his refi- 
dencc, the feat of empire, was the wonder of the world. 
Its extent, and the grandeur of its buildings, its tem¬ 
ples, the height and thicknefs of its walls, its royal 
edifices and gardens, which were all improved if not 
raifed by Nebuchadnezzar, have been the admiration 
of ages $. Thus, he had reached the fummit of human 
greatnefs; and if riches, pomp, and dominion could 
poffibly beftow happinefs, he would have been the moft 
favoured of his fpecies. But withhold your judgment, 
till you hir the fequel of this narration; and do not 
haftily pronounce, that the man of wealth and honour 
enjoys the largeft fhare of felicity. 

# 2 Kings xxiv. i, Sec. t xxv. i $ Sc c. 

X Sec Bp. Lowth on Ifa. xiii. 19. 
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Is it enquired, why there is fuch a difference be¬ 
tween one individual and another} or by what means 
the Babylonian monarch attained fo high an exaltation ? 
An uninfpired hiftorian would direct our attention to 
the wifdom of his counfels, the firtnnefs of his gene¬ 
rals, the valour of his foldiers, or his own uncommon 
fortitude. But the facred writers difeover to us an 
invifible Agent' appointing and controlling the ftrange 
events of Nebuchadnezzar's life, and aferibe all the 
fucccfs of his arms, and his enlarged dominion, to the 
divine fuperintcndency. In their account this mighty 
tyrant was but an inftrument in the hands of J ehovah, 
a fervant, whom He fent out with a particular coni- 
miffion; and whom Heafiifted to accomplifh the purpofe 
of it. The prophets Ifaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel 
teach us, that God had determined to punifh the of¬ 
fences of his people by the infolcnce and opprefiion of 
the Chaldean, and that for this very end he was fuffered 
to go on and profper*. 

How vaft and glorious is the government of God, 
who falhioneth the very hearts of men, and over-rules 
their finful principles and paflions, fo as to render them 
fubfervient to his own ddigns! They may imagine, 
that all things are at their difpofal: and doubtlefs they 
pleafe and gratify themfclves j for they do not aft by 
conftraint. On this very ground, thty are afterwards 
t'haftifcd for thofe vile affeftions, by whicl^they were 

influenced even in fulfilling the divine will. The op- 
poltrs anil murderers of Chrift did that, which the hapd 
and counfel of the L,ord determined before to be done, 
* Sec a Kings xxiv. *, 3. Jer. xxv. S —1 z. x^vii. 6. xliii. 10. 

and 
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and yet they were chargeable with the mod heinous 
guilt*. Thus it is, as David inftrudts us, that the 
wicked are the fword of- Jehovah-^, and, when He 
gives it a commiflion, no wonder if it devour and lay 
wafte. We ihould, therefore, envy no man the great- 
nefs, to which he is exalted: for this is not a mark of 
any moral excellence in him, or of the favour of Hea¬ 
ven toward him. He may be intended by Providence 
to accomplifh fome important event; but perhaps that 
grandeur, we admire, may be his heavieft curfe. 

There is a pronenefs in human nature to fwcll with 
arrogance, on account of any fuperior attainments or 
diftindtions. We lhall, therefore, very rarely meet 
with a rich perfon, who is ff made low Such in¬ 
deed are the fnares of riches, that their pofleflors 
“ lhall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven 
Power and fplendour, alfo, not lefs than wealth, draw 
forth and ftrengthen the corruptions of the heart. We 
are not furprifed, then, that Nebuchadnezzar* who 
had rifen to fuch an elevation .above his fpecics, and 
foemed to have brought almoft the whole known world 
into fubjedtion to himfelf, was of an infamous cha- 
radter, proud, cruel, and oppreflive, an obftinate perfe- 
cutor of the church, and fo enormous a finner, as to 
Contend againft Jehovah himfelf. There were in¬ 
fiances, jn which he paid a particular regard to the 
faithful fervSnts of God; for when Jerufalcm was de- 
folated, he (hewed favour to Jeremiah; and Daniel 
Jie preferred to be his prime minifter of Hate at Baby- 

• Adi ii. 23. IV. z8. f Pfalm xvii. 13. 

} Ja. 1. 10. $ Matt. xh{. 23. 

Ion. 



410 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

Ion. But his kindnefs in thefe cafes is to be afcribed to 
the conftraining influence of God, rather than to, any 
goodnefs of difpofition in him. He muft have had op¬ 
portunities of being inftruCted in the true religion by 
the people and the prophets of the Lord, whom he had 
carried into captivity; and there were fcafons, when 
he feemed to feel very ferious and ftrong convictions; 
yet he continued for the greateft part of his long reign, 
a period of forty-three years, to delpife and provoke 
God more and more. 

Not fatisfled with plundering and deftroying the 
lioufe of God at Jerufalem, he took away the holy vef- 
fels, as it were in triumph, to Babylon, and placed 
them in the temples of his idols. It is-probable, that 
many blafphemous fpceches were uttered on that occa- 
fion, and that the Pagan Deities were reprefented as 
overcoming the God of Ifrael. We mention not his 
cruelties and oppreflion, when he reduced Jerufalem, 
nor thf vile indignities put upon the royal offspring, 
whom he made eunuch?, that they might ferve him in 
his own palace *. But we are amazed, that to a per- 
fon of fuch a character a divine revelation was vouch- 
fafed in the vifions of the night, predicting the eftab- 
lifhment of the kingdom of Chrift, upon the ruins of 
die other great empires of the world f. He, indeed, 
neither tinderftood the meaning, nor fo much as recol- 
keted the dream; and in the madnefs of his rage he 
was about to flay his numerous magicians, becaufe they 
could not difcoVer it. But when Daniel declared the 
fccrct, the fury of die tyrant fubflded, and a fudden 


• Dan. i. i, &c. 
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alteration took place. He, who had been wont to re¬ 
ceive homage even from the kings of the earth, fell 
down with fupreme veneration before Daniel, and con- 
feffed that J ehovah, whom the prophet worfhipped, 
was the God of gods and Lord of lords. From fuch 
appearances we might have expelled an entire change 
of conduit, a ferious and uniform attention to the fer- 

4 

vice of the true God. But alas! how frequently are 
good impreffions utterly effaced! Many may profefs a 
high efteem for the minilters of religion, and yet never 
really comply with their exhortations. Many may cry 
our, from a full conviction, “ The Lord, He is the 
God,” and yet perfift in a ftate of rebellion againft 
Him. 

Nebuchadnezzar remained an idolater, and feemed 
determined to exceed all others in his fuperftirions. 
He fet up an objeCt, of his own contrivance, for uni- 
verial adoration, probably with a view to difplay his 
fuperior greatnefs, and to perpetuate his name*. He 
erelted an immenfe image of gold, perhaps unequalled 
for fize and magnificence, to the folemn dedication of 
which he fummoned the nobles and officers throughout 
the whole empire, and required them to worlhip it, 
on pain of an excruciating death. What madnefs and 
impiety was this ■, elpecially after his declarations of 
regard to Jehovah, the God of Ifrael! There were 
found, however, three faithful men, Shadrach, Me- 
fhach, and Abed-nego, who dared to refill the king’s 
commandment, and boldly hazarded their lives in their 
3tt4phmcnt to the true God. They were arraigned 

9 Dan. iii. 1, 4 c. 


and 
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and accufed before him; and, while he threatened 
them with “ the fiery furnace,". he added, in a pre- 
fumptuous tone, “ Who is that God, that lhall deliver 
yrm out of my hands ?” 

Here, it fhould feem, he fet himfelf up as compe¬ 
tent to maintain the contefl with Jehovah. But did 
not their magnanimous confeflion, their pious fortitude, 
and the firmnefs of their faith, at leaft reft rain and con¬ 
found him? Alas! No: having given the challenge, 
he was determined to carry on the fad conflict, that his 
own dignity might not be lowered. With the utmoft: 
violence of rage and fuiy he commanded the place of 
their torment to be prepared with peculiar care; and 
to increafe the terror of their punifhment, he appointed 
the ftrongeft of his foldiers to bind them, and to call 
them into the furnace. But how mortifying was the 
event to the pride of this mighty potentate! His own 
officers were inftantly confumed, and he himfelf beheld 
the fervants of God walking with fafety and compofure 
in die midft of the flames. At length, then, he ap¬ 
pealed to fubmit, blefled God for having prevented the 
effeCts of his impious decree, iilued out another edict, 
denouncing the heavieft penalties on thofe who fhould 
oppofc the true God, and promoted to honour thofe 
whom he meant to have deftroyed. The whole of this 
tranfaCtion tended to difplay the perfections of Jehovah, 
and to call die attention of thefe idolaters to Him. It 
fecured, at leaft, protection and fupport to die fpiritual 

lfraelites in than Pagan country. But ah! what a black 

0 

picture docs it 'exhibit of human wickednefs in the 
perfon of Nebuchadnezzar! 


Was 
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Was there not, then, an entire change in his temper 
and conduit from that period? Par otherwife: his 
convidtions might be ftrong, but they produced no real 
penitence. They might reftrain him from perfecution, 
and difpofe him to venerate the faithful fervants of God i 
but they left him under the power of his former vile 
affedtions. Still “ his heart was lifted up, and his 
mind hardened in pride In that awful ftatc he 
lived for many years; till at length he was warned in 
a dream, as it were by a voice from Heaven, that a 
tremendous judgment was coming upon himf. Da¬ 
niel interpreted the vifion, declared that he fhould foon 
be reduced from his elevated rank to the moft con- 
fummate wretchednefs, and exhorted him, therefore, 
if he wiflied the fentence to be delayed, to break off 
his fins, and turn to God in righteoufnefs. 

So pointed an admonition, we fhould fuppofe, muft 
have had fome effefr. Did the proud finner, then, 
humble himfelf in the dull, or make fupplication to his 
Judge? Alas! no external means, neither counfel, re¬ 
proof nor threatening, will excite one’ good difpofi- 
tion, till God himfelf implant it in the heart. At the 
end of twelve months, the king gave foil proof, that 
the whole of his late dream, and the confequcnt in- 
flrudlions delivered to him by the prophet, had been 
entirely forgotten, and that he ftill continued to exalt 
himfelf againlb Jehovah. He furveyed the fplendour 
of his palace, the ftrength and opulence of his capi¬ 
tal, and the extent of his dominion knd then, as if 
he accounted himfelf a god, and demanded! the ado- 

# Dan. v. 20. t Ran. iv, 1, &c, 
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ration of others, he uttered that arrogant, atheifticaf 
fpeech, “ Is not this great Babylon, that I have built 
for the hoiAe of the kingdom, by the might of my 
power, and for the honour of my majefty ?” 

The very found of the impious words may juftly 
ftrike us with horror. What, then, do we conclude 
from the character of this Babylonian monarch ? Do 
we not perceive and confefs the extreme depravity of 
our nature ? Such inftances of prefumptuous offenders 
have been permitted, in order to fhew whither our 
hearts would lead us, and what we alfo are capable of 
perpetrating. All men, indeed, cannot fin as Nebu¬ 
chadnezzar did, becaufe they have not the fame oppor¬ 
tunities. We may thank God, that we are placed in 
a lower fituation, more favourable to die purpofes of 
religion. It will be well, if we know and improve 
our own mercies. But are we not under the influence 
of the very principle, which wc condemn in this hif- 
tory ? Are we not exalted in our own efleem ? Though 
we poflefs not the wealth or magnificence of a Chal¬ 
dean prince, is there nothing of which we ate proud 
and conceited, as if it conferred a peculiar excellence 
upon us? Are we not elated on account of our for¬ 
tune, houfes, furniture, equipage, or drefs? Do we 
not aflume great merit to ourfelves, and demand re- 
fpeft from all around us, for our pedigree, our bodily 
ftrength, or mental powers, for our knowledge, or, 
what is ftill more prepofterous, for our piety ? We 
do not, as we' ought, make God our all; we do not 
aferibe all to Him, or ufe all for Him: and as far as 


we 
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we fet up ourfelves, we take his place, and rob Him 
of his glory. 

How long have we refufed to humfile ourfelves be¬ 
fore Jehovah! Have we not, like Nebuchadnezzar, 
refilled convictions j and determined to pleafe ourfelves, 
whatever the confequence may be ? Then we are 
accumulating a fad load of guilt: and what will the 
end be ? What, but confufion, if not final dedru&ion 
to ourfelves? For “ Jehovah God ofhofts will be ex¬ 
alted in judgment.” Be afraid, then, of driving with 
your Maker; immediately drop the vain conted; " Be 
ye reconciled to God.” 

Yrarr before We admire the divine forbearance to- 
o.nii, 570. war j s t ] ie tyrant of Babylon, and wonder 

that fo daring an offender Ihould be differed to live 
and triumph fo long. But the time of juftice came: 
the liaughty finner was luddenly Hopped in his career, 
and exhibited before the whole world, as a public ex¬ 
ample of the linfulnefs and danger of pride. At the 
very moment, when he vaunted' himfelf in his pomp 
and glory, he heard a voice from heaven, declaring, 
that he fhould be depoi'ed from his kingdom, excluded 
from all human fociety, and ranked among the beads of 
the fields, for feven years, till he fhould lie fully con¬ 
vinced of the abfolute and righteous fovereignty of the 
Lord God omnipotent. This event had been exprefsly 
predicted by Daniel’s interpretation of his dream, only 
twelve months before. But the warning had been 
defpifed} and now die threatened fentcnce was indantly 
carried into effect: nor could it be doubted, from the 
previous intimations given, that it was the appoint¬ 
ment 
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ment of God himfelf. It is apprehended, that he felt 
into a ftate of horrid diftraftion and madnefs, that his 
nobles drove him from the government, and that he 
continued to live at large, after a favage and brutal 
manner, during the whole of the period foretold. 
What an humbling ftroke was this! What an inftruc- 
tive “ fpe&acle unto the world, to angels, and to 
men!” 

Of all other afflictions, which are the lot of huma- 
nity, none is more deplorable than infanity. And who 
(hall fay, that he is fecure from that malady ?* In this 
view, how little does man, with all his boafted attain¬ 
ments, appear! For in one moment, all his llorc of 
learning may be deftroyed, his very ideas wiped away 
as if they had never been, his beloved poflefiions ren¬ 
dered ufelefs or difgufting, and he, who is ftiled the 
lord of the creation, degraded even below the beads. 
O let us remember, “ in whofe hand our breath is, and 
whofe are all our ways!” 

Now indeed might the taunting fpecch be taken up 
againft the king of Babylon, “ How art thou fallen 
from heaven, O Lucifer, fon of the morning! how 
art thou cut down to the ground, which didft weaken 
the nations! For thou haft faid in thine heart, I will 
afeend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the 
ftars of God, I will fit alfo upon the mount of the con- 
gregation, in the Tides of the north: I will afeend above 
the heights of the clouds, I will be like the raoft high. 
Y et thou fhak be brought down to hell, to the fides of 
die pit*.” 


• Jik. xiv. iz—15. 
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Shall we not fear for ourfelves, and bow before 
God? O tremble, you finners, who are at eafe! How¬ 
ever gay and profperoUs you may be* to-morrow, to¬ 
day you may be reduced as low as Nebuchadnezzar. 
The Lord God, indeed, docs not always execute 
judgment in fo remarkable a manner. But will you 
prefume upon his patience ? Even though you fhould 
be fuffered to go down to your grave in peace, you 
will not therefore efcape. Has He no terrors in re¬ 
fer vc, beyond the prefent life ? O Sirs, a more tre¬ 
mendous fentence, than what Nebuchadnezzar experi¬ 
enced, awaits the impenitent in a future world. Soon 
will it be faid, “ Depart from me, ye curfed, into 
everlafting fire, prepared for the devil and his an¬ 
gels*.’' 


Ywrs fc,fure But we leave not the Chaldean monarch 
n.uii, 5 0j. j n ^j s wretc | lc j ft atc Q f tx ii e an( j ferocity. 

Behold then, in this inftancc, the goodnefs as well as 
the feverity of God! After ftven years, for fo it had 
been foretold, he recovered die full exercife of his rea- 
fon, the pofieflion of his government, and all his for¬ 
mer magnificence. But* though this alteration was 
altonifhing, one ftill more remarkable took placej the 
moral character of die man appeared to be changed. 
Upon the reftoration of his underllanding, he mani- 
fefted very different dilpofitions of mind. He had 
learned, in a painful manner, the univerfal and uncon¬ 
trollable fovereignty of Jehovah; and therefore he 
bowed before Him with ftrong marks of humiliation 


Yol.II. 


• Matt. XXV. 41. 
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and obedience. He blefied, and praifed, and honoured 
the moft High, and confefled the defign and the juftice 
of his late awful vifitation. For the convidtion of 

I 

others, too, he publifhed his cafe to the whole world, 
(the narration being delivered in his own words) and 
folemnly called upon all perfons to admire, reverence, 
and ferve the true God, whofe dominion reaches 
throughout all ages, and extends to every inliabitant 
both of heaven and earth. 

The hiftory before us is full of wonders: we do nor 
attempt to folve die difficulties, which might be raifed 
concerning it. We prefume not to decide upon the 
real character and final ftate of Nebuchadnezzar. 
Doubtlefs, a powerful influence had been exerted in 
fubduing the proud and rebellious oppofition of his 
heart againft God: but it may be queftioned, whether 
the change was uni venal and abiding. At lead, we 
know that many a haugKy firmer has been fo intimi¬ 
dated or foftened by extreme fuffering, as to make 
public confefiions of his guilt, and to recommend the 
religion he had before perfecuted, who yet never be¬ 
came a true convert. Let us fufpedt and try our- 
felves: and while we allow, that it is not enough to 
reform the life from grols iniquities, let us pray, that 
we may pofiefs “ the power of godlinefs.” 

But, though caution be necefiary, we are inclined 
to admit die king of Babylon into the lift of true peni¬ 
tents. We dare not deny the mercy of God to the 
moft prefumptuous offenders j and in die prefent in- 
ftancc, it inuft be acknowledged, there were many 
very favourable appearances, and luch effedts as arc 

ufuallv 
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ufually thought the genuine fruits of repentance. On 
this charitable fuppofition, we are conftrained to cry 
out, " Is not this a brand plucked tout of the fire ?” 
We admire and praile the riches of that grace, winch 
can fubdue and pardon fo obdurate a fmner. We 
adore the condefeenfion of that glorious Perfonage, who 
is “ the repairer of the breach,” and has opened, for 
thole who have been molt abandoned, a way of accels 
to God through his own blood. Let thole, “ who have 
received the atonement,” Hand forward, as Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar, to confefs their obligations, and invite others 
to join with them, in giving all blelfing and honour 
unto Him, who has done fo great things for them! 
They can tell, from what a depth of guilt and mifery 
He has redeemed them, and they will number amonglt 
their moll valuable mercies thole painful difpenfations, 
which tended to abafe their pride, and to produce in 
them “ the obedience of faith.” 

But is there no caule of terror to the carelefs? Or, 
becaufe the grace of God is lb free and extenfive, do 
all therefore obtain forgivenefs ? Far otherwife. Many 
alas! die, as they live, in utter hardnefs and impeni¬ 
tence of heart; and in all fuch cafes the Gofpel itfelf 
forbids us to hope. O l'ubmit to your rightful Lord ! 
Take hold of his Covenant, and fo make peace with 
Him. For ** wo is unto him, who flriVcth with his 
Maker.” 


SHADRACH, 
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SHADRACH, MESH AC II, 

AND 

A B E D N E G O. 

CHAP. XVI. 

Shadracb, Mejhach , and Abednego , defendants of David 
—their fituation at Babylon — promoted—refufed to 
vjorjhip Nebuchadnezzar's idol—accufed before him — 
caft into the furnace of fre — delivered , and refered to 
honour. 

W e have feen the whole nation of the Jews reduced 
to a ftate of extreme diftrefs, a large part of them 
carried captives to a diftant land, deprived of their 
government and religion, fubje&ed to an idolatrous 
people, and treated with the utmoft contempt and 
cruelty. This was an awful difpenfation: and yet fome 
important, wife, and gracious purpofes were effected 
by it. It was intended as a fevere chaftifement to 
them for their wickcdnefs, and as the means of purging 
them from thofe profane and Pagan practices, which 
obtained among them. By their difperfion it was alfo 
defigned to diffufe among the Gentiles the knowledge 
of divine revelation, (for they took their feriptures with 
them to remote nations,) and thus to prepare the way 

for 
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for Mefliah, the great Deliverer, by raifing a general 
expectation of Him through the world*. 

It pleafed God, therefore, for the fuppor* of his own 
caufe, to preferve “ a holy feed,” even at Babylon, 
and to make them confpicuous in the midft of their 
enemies. Many of the moll excellent character were 
there called forth to public view ; and they gave an 
open and bold atteftation of the true religion. Their 
fituation, indeed, was in many refpeCts unfavourable to 
the advancement or the profeflion of piety, furrounded 
as they were with oppofers and perl'ecutors. But the 
God, whom they ferved, upheld and ftrengthened 
them, "hnd by them wrought wonders among the Hea¬ 
then, for his own name’s fake. We have now before 
us the hiltory of three perfons, of this very defcription, 
fignally honoured of God for their adherence to Him; 
and their cafe will confirm our obfervations. 

Yen, txfore ^ Ihould feem that they were of the feed 
citnft, 607. r0 y a i, t h e defendants of David, and were 

carried into captivity at an early age f. When the 
proud conqueror, Nebuchadnezzar, had reduced them 
to the infamous fituation of eunuchs (agreeable to the 
divine denunciation for the iniquity of their fathers) 
thefe young men, together with Daniel, were chofen 
from the reft, as remarkable for their beauteous form 
and quick underftanding, that they might attend upon 
the king. They were the intimate friends and com¬ 
panions of Daniel; and, being attached fo him as well 
as to each other by the firmed principles of religion. 


• Edward’* Hitt, of Redemp. Per. r. part 6. f Dan. L 3, he. 
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they acted in concert together, and thus proved a mu¬ 
tual fupport and comfort. With him they abftained 
from their pleafant food, out of a pure confcientious 
motive, drat they might not be defiled with die cuftoms 
of the Heathens j and God gave them fuch a degree of 
wifdom, that they far excelled the wifeft of die Chal¬ 
dean Magi.-When they, and all the aftrologers, 

were threatened with death by the haughty tyrant, be- 
caufe they could not declare the dream, which he had 
forgotten, upon their joining in fervent prayer with 
Daniel the fecret was revealed, and, through Daniel’s 
interceffion, diey were preferred to an honourable poft 
in the government of Babylon *. • 

The account of their lives is lhort: only one odier 
tranfaftion, in which they are concerned, is recorded j 
but this is accompanied widi circumitanccs fo remark¬ 
able and affecting, and is related with fuch a beautiful 
iimplitity, that it mult ftrike the attention of every 
reader. We fhall find it replete with ferious and im¬ 
portant inftruction: for we may learn from it to glorify 
God in tribulation, and through faith in Him to meet 
the moft enraged enemies with compofure and confi- 
dence, defiling only, that He may be magnified in us, 
whether by life or by death f. 

Wc do not wonder, that they became the objects of 
envy and perfecution, as well for dieir high dignity, to 
which as foreigners and captives they could have no 
pretenfions, as for their public profeflion of a ftrange 
religion, and their very exemplary conduct. The hatred 


* Dar,. ii. 17, &c. 
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and oppofirion of the Great brought them into the 
moft perilous and diftrefsful fituation: yet if we take 
a view of their fpirit and behaviour.at that l'eafon, we 
cannot but be filled with a holy admiration and delight. 
The fincerity and ftrength of their principles were put 
to a levere trial. For, when Nebuchadnezzar had 
ereited an immenfe idol, an image of gold, to which 
he commanded all the chief perfons in his kingdom to 
bow down, oh pain of a tremendous and immediate 
death, Shadrach, Mefhach, and Abednego refufed to 
comply *. All others fell down and worfhipped: but 
thefe men feared the God of Heaven, and would ac¬ 
knowledge no deity befides. They were inftandy ac- 
cufed and arraigned before the prince, as guilty of ex¬ 
treme ingratitude, contempt, and rebellion againfl him,. 
and the threatened punilhment was called for, that they 
fliould be call into the burning fiery furnace. * 

We do not hear that any charge was preferred againfl: 
Daniel on that occafion; yet it cannot be fuppofed, 
that he obeyed the injunitionj or difowned his religion. 
He might be abfent on bufinefs of the ftate; or his 
enemies might be afraid to make their firft attack upon 
him, as he poflefled fuch extenfive power and influ¬ 
ence ; and they might expert the more eafily to ac- 
complifh his overthrow, after they had fuccecded againft 
his afTociates. 

The three pious Jews, therefore. Hood before the 
enraged monarch to anfwer for their conduit, which 
he confidered as highly infulting to himfelf. He con- 


• Dan. iii. i. Sc c. 
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defcended, however, to give them another trial, and yet 
exprefled his firm determination, that, in cafe of their 
continued difobedience, they fhould feel his fevered 
vengeance, and defied even the Almighty God to ref- 
cue them out of his hands. 

Do we not allow their fituation to have been mod 
difficult? For how many reafons, befides a regard to 
their own emolument and the love of life, might induce 
them to comply with the king’s demands ? We appre¬ 
hend, that the temporizing worldlings of the prefent 
day would have been at no lofs to fiirnifli arguments for 
their ready fubmifiion. It might be pleaded, that the 
finfulncfs of the action enjoined was dubious, as they 
were not required to renounce their religion, or to pro- 
fefs any belief in the idol, but only to bow down amidfl 
?n immenfe multitude, which might be done with a le- 
crct referve of the mind. Or, if criminal, it would be 
only a fingle offence, for which they might repent and 
be forgiven. It might alfo be fuggefted, that being 
captives they were not at* their own dilpofal, and that, 
as they were fubjedted to the will of a tyrant, he and 
not they muff anl'wer for the guilt. Befides, their 
difobedience to the edift might be conffrued as bale 
ingratitude to their benefadlor, who had raifed them to 
a ftate of high dignity. And why fhould they be fo 
precile and fingular, as obftinately to refiife, what 
others acceded to without feruple, and what even many 
of their countrymen had praftil'ed in Judea ? Perhaps 
too, fome would have thought it allowable and expe¬ 
dient to give way in this inftance, fince they might 
thereby have promoted the good of the church, as well 

as 
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as their own fafety, while they retained a fituation of 
fuch extenfive ufefulnefs. We obferve, at lead, how 
•cafy it is to multiply arguments in*judificarion of a 
conformity to the world, fnd if we begin to hefitate, 
or confult with flefh and blood, in a time of tempta¬ 
tion, we lhall probably refolve to comply. 

Did Shadrach, then, and his companions dagger in 
their minds, or even feel a difficulty to determine on 
their condudt ? No: every confideration was banilhed, 
but the regard which they owed to God. Without 
attending to their own intered or prefervation; with¬ 
out endeavouring by any lubtilties to evade or explain 
away the guilt of finful conceffions; without feeking 
to avert the king’s difplcafure by mean artifices or per- 
fuafions, they declared their unalterable purpofe to 
hazard every confcquence, in a deadfad aJhercnce to 
the worlhip of Jehovah. They replied, “ O Nebu¬ 
chadnezzar, we are not careful to anfwer thee in this 
matter. If it be fo, our God whom we ferve is able 
to deliver us from die burning fiery furnace, and He 
will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. But if not, 
be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not lerve 
thy gods, nor worlhip the golden image which thou 
had let up.”—Wc are druck with admiration at their 
compofure of mind*. They dilcovered no dread of 

• Never was the obfervation of the Poet better exemplified, than 
i.n the inftance before us, 

“ Juftum, ac tenacem propofiti virum. 

Non civium ardor prava jubentiunfc 
Non vultus inlbntis tyranni, 

Mcnte quatit folida.”— Horace. 

the 
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the threatening tyrant; they Ihuddered not at death in 
its moll frightful forms. They faid, “ we are not care¬ 
ful to anfwer th«e:” we feel no terror, nor are we 
fhaken in our principles by fhy fevereft menaces. This 
indeed is iufficiendy accounted for by the ftrength of 
their faith in God. They exprefied the firmelt depen¬ 
dence on Him for fupport and deliverance, as his fer- 
vants maintaining his caufe; they confided in his truth 
and mercy towards them, and on that ground expected 
that He would not permit them to be confounded. 
“ If it be lb, our God whom wc ferve is able to de¬ 
liver us from the burning fiery furnace, and He will 
deliver us out of thine hand, O king.” Thus they 
gave a noble teftimony of their fupreme regard to the 
God of ll'rael, and of their wiliingnefs to endure every 
liardlhip for his fake. It is not certain, that they had any 
intimations of God’s defign to refeue them: they knew 
indeed what He could do, and what in other cafes He 
had done; but having found a reality and excellence in 
religion, worth fuffering for, they relblved, with an 
aftonilhing firmnefs, not to fnrink from it, whatever it 
might colt them: “ Be it known unto thee, O king, 
that we will not ferve thy gods, nor worlhip the golden 
image which thou hall fet up.” 

This is an illuflrious example of that faith, which 
“ endures as feeing Him who is invifible Let us 
paufe awhile, and indulge our meditations, that we 
may be fuitably aftedted widi die hiltory. Does it not 
fpeak to us with.an irrefiftible energy, and evince die 
neceflity of being eftablilhed in religious principles ? 

• Hcb. xi. 27. 
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Though we do not live at a Babylonian court, we are 
furrounded with thofe, who arc enemies to God. An 
image of gold may not be fet up as*the object of public 
worfhip; but fomething’or other, that the world will 
offer, will foon put us to the trial, and determine, 
whom we ferve. Y oung people, efpecially, are ex¬ 
po fed to various temptations, from which nothing can 
certainly fecure them, but the fear of God and a dead¬ 
fall belief of his truth. We wonder nor, then, that 
the chief part of thofe in the prcfent day are content to 
fwim down the dream, and are carried away by the 
corrupt fafhions of the age. For what ihould induce 
them to refid, to “ come out, and be feparate?” Their 
minds arc not furnidicd with the knowledge of divine 
things, and, from the want of pious indru£tions, their 
confciences feel little or no fenl'e of evil: and there¬ 
fore they are left without any effc&ual reflraint. What 
a lamentable profpedt does this give us of die rifing ge¬ 
neration! We call upon you, parents, *' Bring up 
your children in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord.” Fortify them againd thofe affaults, to which 
they mud be expofed, ancf implant in them fuch prin¬ 
ciples, as will make them “ valiant for the truth.” 

The example, we are contemplating, will furely ex¬ 
cite in us a holy fervour and courage for the defence of 
our religion. If, indeed, it be not worth contending 
for, it were abfurd to incur reproach and oppofition on 
account of it: but if it be the mod important concern, 
as it doubdefs is, every other confifleration Ihould be 
facrificed to it. Where, then, is your edeem for the 
pofpel of Chrid? You know not its value, nor are 

you 
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you attached to its intereft, if you are eafily led away 
by the enticements of an evil world. If you are afraid 
or alhamcd to maintain the profefiion and the practice 
of it, againfl: the infidel anti the lenfualift, if you yield 
to their folicitations, we cannot l'o properly fay, that you 
renounce your principles, as that you have no good 
principles at all. Perhaps thofe are lefs dangerous 
enemies toChriftianity, who reject the whole, than thofe 
who in private pretend the highelt regard for it, and 
dare not openly avow it. Talk not of the prudence 
or expedience of temporizing, as if you could increafe 
your ufefulnels by an occafional compliance. Accord¬ 
ing to your plan, “ the noble army of martyrs" afted 
a foolifh part, and it would have been better for the 
Church if they had fpared their blood. But, fnrely, 
God will be more honoured by your fteadfaft adherence 
to his caufe, than by your cowardly defertion of it. 
What, though you are under obligations to thofe, who 
wifli to gab you over to their notions or cuftoms ? 
Endeavour to convince {hem, that you are not un¬ 
mindful of their kindnefs, but that you owe more to 
God, than to them. Appeal to the reafon of thofe, 
who would feduce you, “ Whether it be right in die 
fight of God, to hearken unto you more than unto 
God, judge ye*.” Let no confequences terrify you. 
fs fhamc, poverty, imprifonment, or even <c the 
burning fiery furnace” more to be dreaded, than the 
frowns and fierce indignation of a juft and omnipotent 
God ? No: “ ‘3e not afraid of them diat kill the 
body, and after that have no more that they can do j 


* ACts iv. 19. 
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but fear Him, who, after he hath killed, hath power 
to call into hell*." 

We might have thought that thi bolc^ confeflion of 
thefe pious Hebrews, and their readinefs to fuffer for 
the honour of Jehovah, would have changed the king’s 
word, and reminded him of his former convictionsf. 
But he was the more exafperated; ant! the Lord per¬ 
mitted his pride and rage to break forth with the ut- 
moft violence, on purpofe to (hew how weak and con¬ 
temptible this furious adverfary was, and to difplay his 
own mighty power, which wrought effectually in fup- 
porting his oppreffed fervants. WhileNcbuchadnc2zar, 
therefore, was tranfported to an inconceivable degree 
of madnefs, and the furnace was heated fcven times 
more than ufual, thefe holy men preferved their com- 
pofure, nor once Ihrunk from their refolution. The 
(lames, which were fo fierce as inftantly to confume 
their executioners, had no terror to them. They yield¬ 
ed their bodies to matyrdom, and, “ for confciencc 
towards God,” went down undii'mayed into the midft 
of the fire. 

A glorious company, in different ages of the church, 
have followed their example; nor has the Golpel had a 
ftronger confirmation of its truth and importance than 
the patience, courage, and exultation of thofe, who 
have dared to die in its defence. The force of this 
argument has been felt; and therefore “ the blood of 
the martyrs” has been called " the feed of the Church,” 
from which a large increafe has been produced. To 
men of worldly views, indeed, thofe, who fuffer for 

* Lake x‘.j. 4, j. j Dan. li. 47. 
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righteoufnefs fake, appear to a£t moft abfurdly. Anti 
fo they do, if this life be all. But if there be a heaven 
and a hell, their wisdom will foon be manifeft, and their 
bittereft perl'ecutors will be conftrained to admire 
their conduit, and to fay, “We fools accounted their 
life madnefs; and their end to be without honour: 
How are they numbered among the children of God, 
and their lot is among the faints*!” 

A burning fiery furnace may feem terrible: and ter¬ 
rible indeed it is to thofe, who have no God to fup- 
port them in it. Are you not afraid, then, of “ the 
devouring fire,” of “ evcrlafting burnings,” and of 
“ the lake that burneth with fire and brimftone?” Do 
they excite no dread ? Or will you not enquire. How 
fhall we efcape ? What will it avail you, to enjoy the 
honours and pleafures of fin for a fcafon, if you mult 
foon lie down in torment and defpair ? 

It is not probable, that you will incur any heavy 
calamity by a faithful confeflion of Chrift; for thefe arc 
not times of violent perfecution. But your fincerity 
will be brought to the teft; and if you are unwilling 
to fufter the leaft inconvenience for your religion, you 
are utterly unlike the examples before us. How 
would you have flood “ die fiery trial,” which they 
endured? Or how do you anfwer the defeription of a 
difciple of Chrift, “ denying himfelf, and taking up 
his crofs daily?” But if you defire “ to keep yourlelves 
unfpotted from the world,”~to “ follow the Lamb, 
whitherfoever he goeth,” die prefent hiftory fhould in- 
creafe your belief and hope, while you obferve the 

• Wif. v. 4,5. 
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gracious interpofition of God for the deliverance of his 
fervants. 

Perhaps it fhould be confidered a^ their greateft de¬ 
liverance, that they were not carried awtiy with the 
it ream of general corruption, and were flrengthened 
to refill the king’s commandment, and to continue 
** faithful unto death.” But wc are called to view a 
fignal exhibition of the divine Providence in their pre- 
lervation. The mighty men of Nebuchadnezzar's 
army were confumed at the entrance of the furnace; 
but the three Jews fill down unhurt, and in the midft 
of the flames were. fupported by that faith, which 
“ quenched the violence of fire*'.” Not even a hair 
of their heads was finged; no finell of burning pafTcd 
upon their garments. The bands, indeed, by W'hich 
they were tied, were broken, for they walked loofe in 
the fire; and there probably they enjoyed fuch heavenly 
confblations, as they had never known before. Their 
omnipotent Redeemer favoured them with his own im¬ 
mediate prefence: for a glorious Perfonage accompani¬ 
ed them, whofe form refembled* the Son of God. This 
effectually fubdued the fury of die king: he faw it to 
his own utter aftonifhmentj and, inflantly calling forth 
die perfecuted faints from their prifon, he reftored them 
to honour, directed die attention of his fubjeCts to dieir 
miraculous prefervation, and enjoined, that none fhould 
dare to Ipeak againfc the God, who had done fuch 
wonderful things. 

We do not afiert, that any fimilar interpofition is to 
be expeCtcd or Jefired. But this ftaneb as an eminent 

* Hcb. xi. 34. 
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proof of the faithfolnefs and tender compaffion of G otf 
to his opprefled people in their deeped diftrefles. Ne¬ 
ver was there more (hiking illuflration, or exaCt 
completion'of that promife, “ When thou walked 
through the fire, thou (halt not be burned, neither fhall 
the flame kindle upon thee*.” And to us alfo the gra¬ 
cious declaration extends. To believers in every age 

and nation Jehovah fays, “ I will be with thee,—- 1 

will deliver diee.” Be confident of this, then, that He 
will extricate you out of all your difficulties: only fob- 
mit the time and the means to His fovereign appoint¬ 
ment. The intended help may be delayed, for the ex- 
ercife of your faith, and for a brighter difplay of the 
power, veracity, and loving kindnefs of your God. 
Do not complain, or be difeouraged, if you fliould 
fuller to the latcft hour: He, in whom you trull, will 
plead your caufe, and call you forth to far greater ho¬ 
nour, than Nebuchadnezzar did thefe pious Hebrews: 
He will place you at his own right hand for evermore. 
What a glorious company will there be, when all the 
ranfomed of the Lord fhall return to Zion 1 Then k 
will be faid, K Thefe are they, who came out of great 
tribulation fj” and if you would be numbered with 
them, like Mofes you mull “ chufe rather to fuffer af¬ 
fliction with the people of God, than £o enjoy the plca- 
iures of iin for a feafon J.” 

It is obfervable, that, however the fituations and cir- 
cumftances of men vary, the fame temptations have 
been offered hi different ages. 7 'he integrity of the 
ancient faints and of the firlt Chriftians was attacked. 


t Ileb. xi. 2$. 


Ifa. xliii. 2. 


+ Rev. vii. 14. 
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in a way fimilar to that, by which wc ourfelves are 
tried. The language of the world has uniformly been, 
“ Come with us: Do a* we do; yorfhip at our altars; 
and conform to our cuftoms.” You, \vho follow the 
Lord Chrift, muft be prepared to anfwer. To be con- 
fiftent with your own principles, fince you profefs to 
“ renounce the pomps and vanities of this wicked 
world*” you muft hazard every confequence, and be 
Willing to fuffer martyrdom itfelf* And let even your 
enemies declare, whether it is not a more honourable 
part to ftand faft, through a firm reliance upon God, in 
defiance of death, than to defert his fervice, as if you 
had found him a hard mafter. 

Perhaps, when you have cheerfully given up all 
things for God, He may reftore them to you, as He did 
to thefe ancient worthies. Be that, however, as it 
may, you fhall receive an hundred-fold in the world to 
come for all that you may now be deprived of. Then 
pray to God, that ** in all your fufferings here upon 
earth, for the teftimony of His truth, you may ftead- 
faftly look up to heaven, and by faith behold the glory, 
that fhall be revealed.” Amen *. 

* Called for Saint Stephen’s day. 
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CHAP. XVII. 

BclfhaZzar, grandfon of Nebuchadnezzar, befieged by Cyrus 
-i-hcld an intemperate feajt—introduced the holy vejfelt, 
in profane contempt of Jebcvah—fuddenly confounded by a 
hand-writing—reproved by Daniel—bimfelf jlain that 
night , and Babylon taken by the Modes and Perfians . 

T« a great, Almighty Governor of the world is but 
little kn6wn or ackriowledged amongft us. ** Though 
He be not far from every one of us*," and we are 
conftrained to feel our dependence upon Him for every 
breath we draw, yet who inquires, “ Where is God my 
Maker y?” Is it becaufe He is invifible, that we dare 
to negleft, di/honour, and provoke Him ? Do we not 
perceive his footfteps on every fide ? Has not he fre¬ 
quently made bare his holy arm, and difplayed the 
glory of his majefty* and the terrors of his juf- 
tice, by the moft awful judgments? Yes; He hath 
at different times compelled the moft obdurate tinners, 
by fome tremendous events or appearances, to confefs 
and dread his power. When “ the voice of his thun¬ 
der is in the heaven; when the lightnings lighten the 
world; when the earth itfelf trembles and fhakesj,” 
who does not feel- a fenfe of God upon his foul ? The 
effift, indeed, is often momentary. If a calm fucceed 

• Awls, xvii, a 7. + Job, xxxv. 10. J PfaWlxxvii, 18. 
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the tempeft, commonly the perturbation of the mind 
fubfides, and a carelefs indifference, a profane fecurity 
takes place. • 

How little are men affedted with the tranfaftions of 
part ages, or with the denunciations of ** the wrath to 
come !” Should one be fent unto us from the dead, 
from the abodes of darknefs and defpair, to atteft and 
defcribe the torments prepared for the ungodly, a ter¬ 
rible alarm might be excited among us j yet even this 
would not be fufficient to produce any genuine humili¬ 
ation and repentance, as our Lord has taught us *: 
and probably, if it were not repeated, in the next gene¬ 
ration it would be defpifed and laughed at, if not de¬ 
nied and di (believed, ■as an idle tale, or the fooliih re r 
very of a difordered imagination. 

The hiflory before us will illullrate and confirm this 
obfervation. Is it poflible, we are ready to afk, that 
the miracles, which Nebuchadnezzar had beheld, lhould 
eVer be forgotten in the court of Babylon ? Let mat¬ 
ter of fadl decide. Whatever might be the effedt upon 
that monarch, it does not appear that any ftrong im- 
preffion was made upon olhers, at lead not for any 
tontinuance, even in his own family. • Belfhazzar, his 
grandfen, in the feriptures called his fon, (which ex- 
preffion implies only an immediate defeendant) inftead 
of learning righteoufnefs from the divine judgments, 
feemed to advance to a higher pitch of profanenefs 
than Nebuchadnezzar himfelf; and, being fuddenly cut 
down in his iniquity? he has cxhibitcd.in his deltrudUon 
the tremendous juffice of our God. 

• Lake, xvi 31. 
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Perhaps Tome perfons may call their eyes upon tlvefc 
pagps, who, according to their meafure and ability, 
refemble Bellhazzpr in a daring contempt of God. O 
that we could prevail upon them to attend to this ex- 1 
ample, not in the way of reading a ftrange ftory to 
gratify their curiofity, but with the view of receiving 
inftruttion of a moll interefting nature ! Here they 
may fee the odioufnefs of dieir own character and con¬ 
duit, and die danger to which they are expofed. The 
cafe is recorded as a folemn warning to all fucceeding 
ages,, to reftrain prefumptuous tranJ'greflbrs, and con- 
vince them that there is a God in heaven, who judgeth 
the cartlu May he difplay his power among ourfclves, 
not to deltroy but to fave fmners! May they tremble 
like Bcllhazzar, when they perceive the fpntence of 
condemnation ifl'ued out againll diem; and may they 
fed, what we fear he did not, that “ godly forrow, 
which worketh repentance to falvation !” 

Yean before The only account, given of him in die 
chr.a, S3 s. f cr ip turcSj reprefents him as a bold offender, 

in a fhameleis feene of lewdnels, intemperance, and 
blafphemy*. If we advert to the fituation of his af¬ 
fairs at that time, his conduit will appear the more 
atrocious. He had been already overcome in a fet 
battle by Cyrus, die General and Prince of the Medes 
and Perfians, and for two years had been clofely be- 
fieged in his cityf. But, inllead of confulting for the 
fafety of his government, he was addiiled to fenfual 
pleafures. Babylon, indeed, had nothing to dread from 
die mod formidable; attack, defended as it was by its 

• Daniel, v. i, Uc. f PriUeaux Council. Parti. Book 2. 
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walls, bulwarks, gates of brafs, and especially by die 
river Euphrates, and lupplied with provifions for twenty 
years. Belihazzar, therefore, confident of his own in¬ 
vincible ftrengdt, laughed at the attempt of reducing 
his capital. Thus he trufted to an arm of flefh, and 
forgot what Nebuchadnezzar had learnt in fuch a pain¬ 
ful manner, “ that the moft High God ruleth in the 
kingdom of men, and that he appointeth over it whom- 
foever He will.” He would not be reftrained in his 
career by the national diftrefs; and at lafl he filled the 
meafure of his iniquity. 

A night was fet apart for revelling, drunkennefs, and 
all kinds of licentious mirth, with his wives, fcbncubines, 
and a thoufand of his nobles. To this excefs was 
added a high degree of profanenefs, and an avowed 
contempt of Jehovah. The holy veflels, which Ne¬ 
buchadnezzar had brought from the temple of Jerufa • 
lem, were introduced at this riotous banquet, perhaps 
to raife an impious laugh againft the captive Jews and 
the God they worlhipped. * As the feventy years of 
their fervitude were then drawing to a c&nclufion, they 
might probably have intimated an expe&ation of re¬ 
turning to their own land, and taking thefe facred uten- 
fils with them, in derifion bodi of theift and their re 
ligious fervices, the veflels were fent for, and, we pre¬ 
fume, many blafphemous fpeeches uttered upon the 
occafion. For, while the guefts drank their wine out 
of thofe very cups and bowls, whief; had been dedi¬ 
cated to Jehovah, they feemed to bid defiance to Him, 
by praifing their own fenfelefs idols, 

F f j 
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Is there nothing of a fimilar fpirit and condudt 
amongft ourfelves ? Are there no advocates for lewd-, 
nefs and intemperance ? Are there none, who “ run 
to the fame excefs of riot,” and boaft that they are 
under no control, as if they had a right to gratify their 
paflions? Are there not thofe too, who will not be 
retrained from their revellings by difficulties or dif- 
trefles in their families or their bufinefs; or who arro¬ 
gantly fuppofe, that nothing lhall prevent or imbitter. 
their fenfual enjoyments? They lay in their hearts, 
** Soul, take thine eafe, eat, drink, and be merryand, 
" I fhall have peace, though I walk in the imagination 
of mine heart, to add drunkennefs to thirft.” May we. 
not afk, then. Where is the difference between you 
and Bellhazzar, except it be that you have not the op¬ 
portunity of finning in fo extenfive a manner, as dig 
king of Babylon ? 

Does it not alio make a part of your entertainment; 
to feoff at religion and thofe who profefs it ? O be¬ 
ware, what you do ! You may excite a foolifh laugh 
among your companions, by throwing out profane jeftrj 
in contempt of divine things, while die cup of intem¬ 
perance goes round: but fuch feoffs are ferious matters, 
and moil awful in their confluences. They hurt not 
thofe, at whom they are levelled: but fhortly they 
will be like poifoned arrows in your own breafts, and 
“ drink up your fpirit,” For by fuch wanton mirth 
you blafphemc the God of heaven. He will take 
up the caufe, and avenge the infult put upon his 
n.uue. 


N otwidiftandi ng 
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Notwithftanding that eale and confidence, which 
fome prefumptuous offenders poffefs, they may poffibly, 
the very next inftant, be overwhelmed vptK terror. It 
is only for God to give them a true fight of their guilt, 
and to roufe their confidence to its proper office; and 
all their courage would immediately forfake them; 
their licentious fongs would be changed for howlings of 
defpair, and they would feel fuch inexpreffible mifery, 
as would be an awful prefage and anticipation- of their 
final deftru&ion. In the prefent example we obferve 
that God has a fecret and powerful accefs to the minds 
of the mod obdurate Tinners, and can foon turn “ their 
laughter to mourning, and their joy to hcavincis.” 
We behold Belfhazzar, in the midft of his jollity and 
mirth, arraigned, convidted, fentenced, and confound¬ 
ed. His infolence and profanenefs were fuddenly re- 
prelfed; and he, who one moment feemed to challenge 
earth and heaven, the next was obliged to ftand and 
tremble like a criminal at the bar of juftice. He faw 
a Hand put forth and writing upon the wall of his pa¬ 
lace; and, though he could npt read .the charafters, 
“ his countenance was 'changed, and his thoughts 
troubled him, fo that the joints of his loins were loofed, 
and his knees fmote one againft another.” He cried 
aloud for the Magi to come and explain the Phenome¬ 
non, and when he perceived that they were unable to 
give any interpretation, his horror increafed, and his 
nobles were all aftonithed. 

It may appear ftrange, that he fljould be fo terrified 
by certain unintelligible marks: for why might they 
pot he fuppofed to foretel good fuccefs ? The cafe w.-.s, 

F f 4 J»<- 
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he had an accufer and a judge within; “ his thoughts 
troubled him.” The immediate influence of God upon 
his mind eicited diis alarm: and thus, in an inftant. 
He can arreft the moft abandoned finner, only by mak¬ 
ing ** his thoughts to trouble him.” Many are Hop¬ 
ped in their mad career, not indeed by the fame means 
as Belfhazzar, but as evidendy by the power of God, 
as if his hand were feen imprinting their fentencc on the 
wall A great part of thofe, who are converted to 
God in righteoufnefs, are afle&ed in a flmilar way, 
when by fprac awful event, a folemn word of admoni¬ 
tion, or their own ferious recolleftions, being awakened 
out of their ftupor, they firft perceive their wretched 
condition. *« Their thoughts trouble them,” at the 
remembrance of their offences, under a convidlion of 
deferving eternal punifhment, and from an apprehen- 
fion of impending deflru&ion: and then the very per- 
fbns, who a little before, poflibly, were blafpheming 
God, cry out with unutterable anguilh, “ Lord, what 
wilt thou have me to do ?” A change of this kind is 
matter of joy, a? it fuggefts the hope of repentance and 
falvation. But the terror, 6f which we fpeak, is not 
in itfelf defirable, nor do all, who feel it, turn out real 
penitents. In fome an absolute defpair fucceedsj and 
they experience upon earth a meafure of that tor¬ 
ment, which awaiteth them in die world to come. 
Could we follow them to that ftate, we fhould there alfo, 
obferve that " their thoughts trouble them,** and that 
they are conferaine^ to gnafh their teeth, through the 
inward hopor of their minds: for God will fet all their 
fens in array before them, Wc cannot, indeed, form 

any 
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any datable conceptions of their mifery: but the little 
we do know will juftify our eameftncfs in warning them 
to “ efcape the damnation of hell.” • 

The condition of the king being publiflied througli 
the palace, the queen (probably his mother) entered 
the apartment; and, by her advice, Daniel the pro¬ 
phet of Jehovah was fent for." As the principal officer, 
he tranfaded the affairs of government; yet it Ihould 
feem, that his company had pot been much relifhed in 
Belfhazzar’s court; for the prince addretied him, as if 
Jie had been a ftranger to his character. But we liavc 
often remarked, that the prefence and converfation of 
minifters and other holy perfons, who were difliked 
apd avoided in a time of eafe and profperity, have beep 
eagerly defired in ticknefs and diftrefs. Nor Ihould 
they be unwilling to attend, and bear a faithful tefti- 
inony, even in l'uch afflictive cafes. Daniel proceeded 
without hefitarion to fix a charge of guilt upon the 
royal criminal, convi&ing him of pride, intemperance, 
and impiety, and reprefenting his wickednefs, as high¬ 
ly aggravated by his contempt of the judgments inflict¬ 
ed on his grandfather Nebuchadnezzar. He dien read 
and interpreted the awful fentence written on the wall, 
Menb, Mene, Tekel, Upharsin, which declared, 
that the Almighty Sovereign was bringing the king¬ 
dom of Babylon to a condufion, that He had weighed 
the haughty monarch in die balances, and had found 
him wanting; and therefore that his .dominion was 
about to be transferred to the Medes aftd Pcrfians. 

Where is the tinner, whole confcience could remain 
palm and ferenc under fuch a reproof as this ? Be per- 

fuadpd 
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fuaded to conlider your own flatc and chara&er. What 
has been your manner of life ? and what is your hope 
towards God ? rtave you not “ walked according to 
the courfe of this world, fulfilling the defires of the 
flelh and of the mind ?” Perhaps you have alfo been, 
like Belfhazzar, infenfible of all the judgments, which 
God has infiidted. You have feen one bold offender 
or another deftroyed by the divine vifitation, and yet 
fuve never heen truly alarmed for yourfelves. You 
may have heard of thole, even among your own fami¬ 
lies, who have been fuddenly checked in their career 
pf fin anti turned to God, through fome heavy cala¬ 
mity ; jind yet yon liarden your hearts, and refufe to 
fubmit. “ The God, in whofe hand your breath is, 
and whofe are all your ways, haye you not glorified.” 

Do you prefume, that, as Bellhaz?ar’s was a Angu¬ 
lar cale, and as no fuch reproof is addrefied unto you, 
there is no need for you to be terrified ? Surely you 
forget, that in the book of God there is a hand-wi king 
fent from Him, which exprefsly condemns you. It 
declares, that M you are weighed in the balances, and 
are found wanting j”—wanting in obedience to every 
command, wanting in every relation, wherein you have 
ftood towards God and man; wanting, according to 
the demands of the Gofp^h as vyell as of the law. And 
is there no fentcnce denounced againft you? If you 
will not read for yourfelves, fie prevailed on to attend 
to thofe, who will explain it to you. Your days are 
numbered, and your time of grace is drawing to a con-, 
clufion. God hath made trial of you, and you are 
proved defective, throughout; and foon lhall your 
3 beloved 
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beloved pofleflions be taken from you, and beftowecj 
upon another. What then remains^? or what awaits 
you beyond the grave ? When you appear before God 
in judgment, what can you expedl from Him, but in¬ 
dignation and wrath, tribulation and anguifh ? You 
will there find, that the divine threatenings are not, as 
you now pretend, mere idle bugbears, which terrify 
only weak minds, but that they will be executed in fiill 
weight and meafure. 

Belfhazzar (lands’ as a witnefs of the faithfulnefs of 
God in bringing his menaces to effeft. The boldnefs 
and fecurity of finners will not fereen them, but may 
rather be confidered as an awful prefage of their ap¬ 
proaching ruin. «« For when they (hall fay, Peace and 
fafety; then fudden dettrudlion cometh upon them, as 
travail upon a woman with child; and they (hall not 
efcape V’ This was remarkably fulfilled in the pre¬ 
lent inflance. Immediately after Daniel's folemn de¬ 
clarations, in that very night when the riotous feafl was 
kept, the enemies, who were ‘befieging the city, took 
the opportunity, and by a vtyy Angular ftratagem, hav¬ 
ing turned the courfe of the river, rufhed in through 
the channel. The gates being carelefsly (or (hall we 
not fay, providentially ?) left open, through the intem¬ 
perance that prevailed in the town, they met with no 
obllrutftion. They entered the palace, where the afto- 
pifhed king and his nobles were inllandy put to tho 
fword; and thus the Medes and Perfians became pof- 
feflors of that extenfive dominion f- With Belfhazzar, 


then. 


• x Theff. v. 3. 


t Xenoph. Cyrop. Lib. vii. 
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then, the power and pride of Babylon perifhed toge¬ 
ther ; and all its boafted magnificence was foon after 
lo entirely* d?ftroyed, that the very traces of it cannot 
be now found. 

Here we behold the wifdom as well as the juftice of 
God. All tliis had been repeatedly and circumftanti- 
ally foretold by the prophets Ifaiah, Jeremiah, Habak- 
kuk, and Daniel. The very people, who Ihould ac- 
complifh tliis event, were pointed out at the time, when 
the whole appeared in the higheft 'degree improbable; 

■—Cyrus, the General, was fpecified by name, nearly 
two hundred years before j—the very method of taking 
the city, by turning the waters of the great river into 
different ftreams, and thus drying up its channel, was 
deferibed;—and it was farther preditted, that it Ihould 
be done fuddenly, by night, at a feafon of great difli- 
pation, while, the king and his mighty men were en¬ 
gaged in a drunken caroufal*. Refpe&ing the fall of 
Babylon, therefore, we are conftrained to lay, “ This 
hath God done for wfc perceive it was His work.” 
He beholds itt one view wliatever lhall come to pals 
Ifom age to age: and “ His counfcls of old are faith- 
fulnefs and truth.” This deflru&ion He appointed, as 
a punifhment to die oppreflors of his people, for 
their pride, cruelty, love of pleafores, and idolatry. 
It was “ the vengeance.of the Lordthe vengeance 
of His temple f.” O let his enemies fear before Him, 

• Ifa. xiii. 6—*a. xxi.'a—10. xlv. i—3. xlvii. 1, &c. 
Jcr. 1. 1, See. li. 1,* Sec. Prid. Conned. Parti. Book a. Bilhop 
Lowth, on Ifa. xiii. xxi. Se xlv. 

t Jer. li. u. 

and 
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and his fervants rejoice in the certainty of his pro- 
mifes! 

Where, then, is the pomp of this # haughty monarch ? 
—* €< caft out of his grave like an abominable branch, 
and as the raiment of thofe tliat are flain, thruft 
through with a fword, that go down to the ft ones of 
the pit •, as a carcafe trodden under feet*.”—Here we 
paufe, and follow Belihazzar no further. We have 
feen him cut off in his iniquity by the immediate judg¬ 
ment of God: and is there nothing in this hiftory, 
which excites an alarm ? Is there not a voice, which 
proclaims aloud, “ Be ye alfo ready:”—and “ Take 
heed to yourfelves, left at any time your hearts be 
overcharged with forfeiting, and drunkennefs, and cares 
of this life, and fo that day come upon you unawares.f ?” 
You have known timilar examples in your own days, 
of thofe, who have been fuddenly deftroyed in their 
intemperance, their blafphemy, and their uncleannefs; 
and their deftru&ion difplays the hand of God, as evi¬ 
dently as Bclfhazzar’s did. What effeft have theie 
things upon you? Is it no matter of dread to be 
called away in fuch a ftate;? thus to be hurried from 
the noife of revelling and profanenefs to the tribunal of 
a righteous God ? If) indeed, there were no eternity, 
no judgment to come, there would be no great caufe to 
tremble; but, O impenitent tinners, a far more tre¬ 
mendous fentence, than that of Belihazzar, hangs over, 
your heads. Your friends, and minifters, therefore, 
who love you, may well be pained % you, and muft 
faithfully admonifh you, whether ybu will hear, or 

• Ifa. xW. 19. f Luke xii. 4?. xxs. 34. 

whether 
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whether you wilL forbear, that the. time of final retrfa 
bution is nigh, the day of the Lord’s vengeance, whefi 
his wrath fhall frrxoke againft every ohe, who dies in 
his iniquity. " O turn to God, and do works meet for 
repentance! 

If the folcmn.warning has produced its prdper in¬ 
fluence, and you have found mere/ with God through 
his Covenant, how inexpreflible are your obligations td 
Him f You would have perifhed, even as others, but 
He has had companion upon you, ** for his own name's 
fake,” and with a mighty hand has redeemed yoii to 
himfelf, that you may be a people for his praife. O 
tell of his loving kindnefs, and let your whole condtift 
declare the fincerity and the warmth of your gratitude 
to Him ! 

• • 

Nay, if you are only juft roofed to a really fpiritual 
concern, and you begin to tremble for your danger, we 
would fuggeft matter of encouragement and comfort 
to you. Your very fears may be falutary, a tokefi 
that God is Calling yod to repentance. Only be will¬ 
ing to apply the remedy, which the Golpel prefcribes. 
Behold the Saviour, who. hath “ made reconciliation 
for iniquity,’ 1 and “ redeemed us from the curie of the 
law, being made a curie for us*.” Jefus hath “ blotted 
out THfc Hand-writing, that was againft us, which 
was contrary to us, and took it out bf the way, nail¬ 
ing it to his crofs f.” Through Him, therefore, yoti 
have a full difeharge. O believe, and be laved: re¬ 
joice, and give thanks, for the glorious hope, whidi 
is fet before yoii through Jefus Chrift! 

• Dan. ix. 24. Gal. iii 13. f Col. ii. 14. 
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Daniel, bis fttuation as a JnviJh prifoner at Babylon 
eminent fat wi/dcm—interpreted Nebuchadnezzar's «- 
fion — promoted—maintained bis integrity—not accufed, 
like his three friends—explained the king's dream—re* 
proved Belfhazzar—prime minifter under Darius- 
hated for his piety—worfhipped God, contrary to the 
king's ediSi—cajl into the lions den — refcued, and re- 
fiored to honour—fafied and prayed—received fingular 
revelations—probably obtained the releafe of the Jews— 
died in Chaldea. 

Pur£ and undefiled religion” is not confined to 
men of any one rank op fituation in life. Some places, 
indeed, feetn like an unfavourable foil for the growth 
of this noble plant; yet, notwithftanding difficulties, 
it has been known to flourilh in all. The grace of 
God is fufficient to preferve us, let our circumftances 
be whatever they may; and without fuch afliftance 
we are no where fecure. 

** Not many wife men after the flefh, not many 
mighty, not many noble are called*; but we can refer 
to fome perfons of this defeription, in alfnoft every 
age, who have been eminently pious, and whom God 
railed up for peculiar fervices to his Church. Their 

• x Cor. i. 26. 

excellence 
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excellence Hands confeficd by all; • for their examples 
fhine with a degree of luftre fuperior to others, in pro¬ 
portion to their elevation. The view of fuch a cha¬ 
racter, though far advanced above us, may tend to ex^ 
cite us to greater animation and diligence in the work 
of the Lord. The prefent hiftory will exhibit One 
thus highly diftinguilhed by rank and goodnds. Let 
us acknowledge our own cowardice, coldnefs, and in¬ 
activity j let us learn to exert our utmoft ability for 
the honour of our God and Saviour, and at the fame 
time to walk unblamably “ in the midft of a crooked 
and perverfe nationwhile we contemplate and ad¬ 
mire the abundant grace, which refted upon Daniel. 
May we poflefs a meafure of his ardour in prayer, his 
afiurance of faith, his firmnefs and purity of conduCt, 
that we alfo may “ lhine as lights in the world!" 

Daniel was among the few faithful witnefles, who 
were railed up for the fupport of true religion during 
the captivity of the Jews in Chaldea. He was a de¬ 
le endant of David, and therefore, the relation, as well 
as intimate affociate, of Shadrach, Melhach, and Abed- 
nego. 

Like them he was taken at an early age as a pri- 
foner of war to Babylon, where he very foon became 
eminent for his wifdom and piety*. Ezekiel* who 
lived and prophefied at the lame period, and in the 
fame circumftances, though probably much older, 
fpake of him with the higheft commendations. When 
reproving the king of Tyre for a conceit of his own 
underftanding, he faid, “ Thou art wiler than Da- 

• Dan. i. i, &c. 
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fuel*.’* He has alfo fet him on a level with Noah and 

Job, as one of thofe, who had the greateft intereft in 

heaven, whofe prayers were moft effc&ual 

Daniel, who was diftinguilhed betimds, continued 

to maintain an honourable character through the feve- 

ral reigns of Nebuchadnezzar, Efarhaddon, Belfhazzar, 

Darius, and Cyrus. Some remarkable events were 

accomplifoed in his time; for he faw the awful dif- 

trelTes of his conquered artd enflaved countrymen, and, 

after dwelling with them at Babylon during the feventy 

years of their captivity, he beheld their reftoration, 

which had been fo frequendy predicted. 

Years before He was chofen, among other children 
chnrt, 607. « - n w ^ om was no blemifh,” that, after a 

proper degree of preparation, he might wait upon the 
king. In fuch a fituation, furrounded with idolaters, 
he had every temptation to forget and renounce the 
religion of his fathers; but even there his confcientious 
regard to it very foon appeared. With his three pious 
companions, he refufed to partake of the provifions, 
appointed him from the royal table, bccaufe he would 
not conform to the lenfuality or the fuperftition of the 
Heathens, and therefore requefted that he might be 
fupported only with pulfe and water. In the mean 
time he carefully attended to the ftudies, which were 
enjoined, as a qualification for future ufefolnefs. While 
he thus adted upon right principles, though his feru- 
ples might feem to expofe him to heavy cenfures, he 
doubted not a happy iffuc. Nor was he difappointed: 
“ God brought him into favour” with his Tutor 


Vol. II. 


Ezck. xxviii. 3. 
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and, though he lived abftemioufly, he enjoyed mo 
vigorous health, than thofe, who had the richeft food. 
The Lord alfo gave him fuch a portion of wifdom, as 
far exceeded that of the molt eminent perfons in 
Chaldea, and excited the aftonilhment of the king. 

It is plcafing to obferve this tenderncfs of confcience, 
this abhorrence of evil, and firm attachment to true 
religion, in young people. How rare are fuch exam¬ 
ples! What, in general, do we fee at that age, but ig¬ 
norance, thoughdellhefs, love of pleafure, and intem¬ 
perance? But. is it not your concern, as much as it 
was Daniel’s, to “ remember your Creator in the days, 
of your youth ?” Do you, then, refufe to conform to 
thofe cuftoms and maxims of the world, which you 
know or fufpcft to be wrong ? Are you not, rather, 
eagerly defirous of every fenfual indulgence, and ready 
to yield to every temptation? Is this the conduct 
you can juftify ? Or is it right to facrifice every good 
principle to a weak and foolilh compliance with your 
company? Would you plead, as fome do, diat your 
time of life is d\e proper feafon for gaiety and die 
gratification Of your appqdte, and that it will be loon 
enough to attend to that gloomy thing. Religion, when 
the ftrength and importunity of your paflions are 
abated? What an avowed contempt of God, to call 
his fervice gloom and melancholy, as if He were a 
hard Matter, and unworthy of the vigorous exertions 
of your bell days! Or, how can you imagine that He 
will accept yoi^, when you renounce your fins, not 
of choice, but only becapfe you can follow them no 
longer ? 

4 . 
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You are deterred from a confcientious regard to your 
- duty, through die fear of difficulties. But thele are 
either created or increafed by your own unbelief; for 
in general thole fuffer lcaft, who are moft firm in their 
obedience to God. If you be attentive your pro¬ 
per work, you will receive all needful afiiltancc and 
fupport: perhaps God will give you favour with your 
enemies, as he did Daniel. 

An incident foon occurred, which proved the faith 
of Daniel, and paved the way for his advancement. 
The king Nebuchadnezzar, being perplexed by a lin¬ 
gular dream, the particulars of which he could not even 
rccolleft, commanded all his wife men to be deftroyed, 
becaufe they could not declare or interpret it*. Daniel 
mull: have pcrifiicd among the relt, had not the pious 
youth engaged his three companions to join with him 
in earned prayer, that the fecret might be revealed. 
Accordingly, in anfwcr to their petitions, Daniel ob¬ 
tained the defired information, and with warmed gra¬ 
titude aferibed the glory to the God of heaven. Jfle 
related with an aftonilhing exactness the various parts 
and circumftances of the.vifion, and gave a minute 
explanation of each. "With great courage and fidelity, 
he then called upon the proud monarch to adore the 
omnifcience and fovereignty of Jehovah, from whom 
he had derived all his dominion, and who had cop.dc- 
feended to make known to him fome important events 
to come. Daniel was immediately acknowledged as a 
prophet of the only true God, and railed to a Rate of 
high dignity: from that time he prefiied as *• Ruler 

* Dan. ii. i, &c, 
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over the whole province of Babylon, and fat in the 
gate of the king.” So large a recompence did his piety 
receive! 

% • * 

Power, riches, and honours were heaped upon the 

J ewiih captive: but was this a fituation to be envied ? 
Or did he maintain his integrity amidd the fplendours 
of a Babylonian court ? We have heard of fo many 
inftances, in which prolperity has been fatal to the 
fouls of men, that we wonder to fee any, who are rifing 
in the world, continue to pofl'efs the life and vigour of 
religion. God and his caufe are forgotten and defpifed, 
in order to obtain or prel'erve the fmiles of a corrupt 
and wicked generation. “ Man, that is in honour, 
and underftandeth not, is like the beads that perilh*.” 
“ How hardly fhall they diat have riches enter into the 
kingdom of God f !” Such being the fnares of great- 
nefs, it is highly neceflary to warn thofe of dieir danger, 
who have the prcfpeCt of preferment. Beware, led 
you give up your principles through fear or fhame. Is 
this a needlefs caution ? Have not many, who in af¬ 
fliction and didrefs difeovered the faired appearances 
of real godlinefs, in eafe and profperity renounced 
their ferioufnefs, and violated their mod folemn vows, 
content to leave the duties of devotion to thofe who 
cannot enjoy life ? “ In all rime of our wealth. Good 

Lord, deliver us!” 

Are we then, it is afked, to rejeft the offers of ad¬ 
vancement, or to refign thofe benefits and pofleflions, 
which are put into our hands? This we did not affect. 
Religion requires not a total retirement from the 

t Mar. x. 23. 

world. 
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world, or a morofe refufal of its comforts. We en¬ 
treat you only to be faithful to God according to your 
place and abilities; and then, we allow, the more ex¬ 
alted your rank, the more enlarged will your ufeful- 
nefs be. 

Such was the bright pattern before us. His highefl 
elevation abated not his pious fervour, but rather ren¬ 
dered it more confpicuous. He forgot not his three 
beloved companions; for at his requeft they were all 
promoted to honour. When called to interpret the 
dream, which predicted the king’s expulfion from his 
throne and from human fociety, though overwhelmed 
with aftonifhment and dillrefs in the profpett of fo tre¬ 
mendous a judgment, he dared not to conceal or to 
palliate the truth ♦. As the fervant and minifter of Je¬ 
hovah, lie warned the haughty tyrant of his guilt and 
danger, and, neither courting his favour, nor dreading 
his difpleafure, exhorted him to immediate repentance. 
“ Break off,” faid he, “ thy fins by righteoufnefs, and 
thine iniquities by fhewing mercy to the # poor; if it 
may be a lengthening of thy.tranquillity.”—We fear, 
that reproof or counfel, like this, « not common in a 
palace. Nay, in much lower fituations, how few 
have the courage or firmnefs to admonifh offenders, 
however urgent the cafe may be 1 A contrary fpirit too 
frequendy prevails: men are flattered in their fins, 
their confciences lulled afieep, even while they arc tot¬ 
tering on the brink of ruin: or if any terrors aje ex¬ 
cited, pains are taken to quiet their apprehenfions, by 


• Dan. iv. 8, Sc c. 
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foolifhly fuggefting, that many others are in a ftill worfe 
condition.. , 

Daniel g^ive a fimilar, or rather a more evident 
proof of his integrity and faithfulnefs in the fervice of 
his God, when required to read and interpret the hand¬ 
writing againft Bel(hazzar*. With the utmoft bold- 
nefs and intrepidity he arraigned the king as a guilty 
criminal, convidled him of an avowed and infolent 
contempt of God, and then in the name of Jehovah 
pronounced the fentcnce of his fpcedy deftrudtion. 
The minifters of Chrift are efpecially concerned to pof- 
fefs the like fidelity and zeal in the difeharge of their 
office, without regard to their own private intcreft. 
It is incumbent on them, “ to commend themfelves to 
every man's confcience in the fight of God,” by a plain 
declaration of die truth, without relerve or partiality. 
They mufl: afifert and explain the awful doom of fin- 
ners j and, though they might wifh to deliver a differ¬ 
ent meflage, they mufl denounce “ the wrath of God, 
which cometh upon the children of dilbbedience.”—In 
this cafe their temporal emolument is not to be con- 
fultcd, fur they fhould remember, T0 whom they mufl: 
give account. 

It deferves our notice, that Daniel paid a ferious and 
uniform attention to religion, and preferved an holy, 
fpiritual, and devout frame of mind, not only in an 
elevated rank, but alfo in a continual hurry of impor¬ 
tant bpfinefs. The chief adminiflration of the govern¬ 
ment was committed to him, for he a< 5 ted during fe¬ 
ver.:) fucceffive reigns as die firfl minifler of flate. 


Dan. v. 13, &c. 


Yet, 



D A if I I Li 


455 


Yet, notwithstanding that multiplicity of cares and 
engagements, in which this poll involved him, he 
maintained the ftri&eft regard to theYervife of his God. 
After fuch an inftance, will any perfons mention their 
fecular employments and avocations, die fatigues of 
trade, or concerns of a family, as an excufe for negli¬ 
gence or remiffnefs, in the profeflion or practice of 
piety, ? “ We have no time,” is the plea which many 
urge; but it is falfe. You are not diligent in turning 
to good account your fcanty portions of leifure, and 
you willingly fuffer your opportunities for (piritual edi¬ 
fication to pafs by you unimproved. No wonder, then, 
that we perceive an awful declenfion in your fouls: Ahl 
how widely do you differ from the character of Da¬ 
niel ! 


Ye.us before Upon the death of Belfhazzar, an entire 
ciinit, 538. revo i ut i on ; n the affairs of Babylon took 


place. The Medes and Perfians then pofTeffed the 
power, under the government of Darius. Yet fuch 
was die reputation of Daniel for wifdom and integrity, 
that he obtained the office of higheft dignity and trull, 
even in the new adminiflration, and had the chief ma¬ 
nagement of that widely extended empire*. But, 
wherever any eminent degree of true religion has ap¬ 
peared, though in the moll exalted ftation, it has been 
the objeft of hatred and oppofition. This is a flrong 
indication of the depravity of our nature, that real ho- 
linefs, when exemplified in life, excites difgufl and 
perfecudon. Let thofe, therefore, “ who will live godly 
in Chrift Jefus,” prepare for fuffering, nor flagger in 


• Dan. vi. 1, &c. 
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their minds, if their principles and practice cxpofe 
them to the fevcreft trials. Only let them be folicitous 
to maintain (he honour of their profeflion, and “ with 
well-doing f put to filence the ignorance of foolifh men.” 
The cafe of Daniel will inftruCt and encourage them. 

We do not read of any attempts or even objections 
againft him, till the reign of Darius j but a confpiracy 
was then formed to fubvert and deftroy him. The prc- 
fidents and princes of the empire were offended with 
Iiis exemplary piety, and fired widi envious rage at his 
preferment. They endeavoured to bring fome charge 
againft him for mifmanagement of the public affairs: 
but fuch were Daniel’s probity, diligence, and atten¬ 
tion in the duties of his function, that their malignant 
defigns, on that ground, were fruftrated. They de¬ 
termined, therefore, to make his religion the matter of 
their accufation. What an honourable tetlimony they 
bore in his favour! “We fhall not find any occafion 
againft this Daniel, except we find it againft him con- 
cerning the law of his God.” 

This would be the ftrongeft recommendation of the 
Gofpcl, if its advocates were, in like manner, fo cir- 
cumfpeCt in their whole deportment, and fo faithful in 
all their dealings, that their enemies fhould be obliged 
to confute, there can be no juft objections againft them, 
except for their Angularity in Spiritual concerns. Jf 
you would follow Chrilt, or profefs a regard for h*s 
truth, “ walk in wifdom toward them that are without 
look well to every part of your behaviour ip temporal 
affairs, and to all your engagements in die world. For 
piany will narrowly ferutinize your conduct, and will 

rejoicQ 
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rejoice to " find occafion againft you,” in your fhops, 
your families, your various departments and occupa¬ 
tions. Should they difcover any peifidioijfnfifs, negleft, 
or inconfiftency, they will not fail to bring it into pub¬ 
lic view, and reproach your principles ancl your aflo- 
ciates with it. For the honour of God, therefore, en¬ 
deavour to difappoint them; fo that if they determine 
to aceufe you, they may have no other caufe, than 
“ the law of your God,” and your ftcadfaft adherence 
to Him. 

What, then, did Daniel’s adverlaries devife againft 
him? They intended to deprive him of the free exer- 
cife of his religion, or to take him off by a violent 
death, if he lhould perfevere in the worlhip of Jehovah. 
In an artful manner they perfuaded the king to fign a 
decree, which flattered his vanity, thac whofoever 
lhould prefer a petition to any god or man, except 
to the reigning monarch, within the ipace of thirty 
days, lhould be call into a den of lions. An impious 
command indeed; obedience to which would have been 
fmful in the extreme. But could not die prophet 
evade the danger, without openly difavowing his prin¬ 
ciples ? There are thofe, who aflert, we lhould always 
comply with the country and the company we arc in; 
that by prudent management we may avoid perfec¬ 
tion ;—that we need not acquaint otheis with our faith, 
and that it were better to keep it to ourfelves. Thus 
many plead for a conformity to the world, and pacify 
thejr confciences, while they renounce eveiy import¬ 
ant pofition of the Gofpel, in compliment to thofe, 
who know not God,, or to fereen themfclves from op- 

pofition. 
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pofition. Shall we allow, then, that real piety is of 
this pliant nature, that we may conceal it from all ob- 
fcrvaiion, and that 1 it contains nothing worth contending 
for ? This would be to fet afide or explain away every 
dodirine arid precept in the Bible. “ But we have 
not fo learned Chrift.” Our religion is the moft valu¬ 
able and necefiary concern: if it be any tiling at all, it 
is every tiling; nor fiiould we hefitate a moment to 
give up our intereft, our liberty, or life itfelf, in ordci 
to maintain it. 

Sucli was the firmnefs of Daniel. Widi all his 
wifdom, he underflood not thofe maxims of prudence, 
which are thought necefiary now; and therefore he 
confulted not the fufhion of the court, nor dreaded the 
wrath of the king, but cheerfully incurred the fentcnce 
of a violent death, “ for confcicnce toward God.” 
“ lie went into his houfe, and his windows being open 
in his chamber toward J crulalem, he kneeled upon his 
knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks 
before his God, as he did.aforetime.” 

The devotions, here fpoken of, were probably per¬ 
formed in the midft of his numerous houfehokl, as his 
family worfhip; for die time and place feem to have 
been well known, and his enemies, who were watch¬ 
ing him for the purpofe, found him in the very exer- 
cife, and heard him pray aloud. Great as he was, he 
officiated as the priefl of his own houfe, and, amidft all 
the hurry of Hate affairs, kept himfelf at leifure thrice 
in each day to way; upon his God. Alas! how little 
is this duty pradlifed, even where there are few worldly 
avocations, and no dangers to be apprehended! 


It 
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It will be afked perhaps. Why muft he needs be fo 
exaft and Angular? Could he not conform for a Jhorc 
feafon, abftain from his ufual fennces (or*one month, 
retire to a diftant part from the notice of the court, or 
conceal himfelf from a difeovery at home ? We are 
aware of that plaufible ingenuity, which would make 
confidence bend to convenience. But in any of thefe 
ways he would have been confidered as renouncing his 
religion; the defigns of his enemies would have been 
anl'wered; and they might have reproached him with 
cowardice and hypocrify. He did not therefore hefi- 
tate, but readily fubmitted to the fentence; and, upon 
the urgent demands of his accufers, though the king 
himfelf laboured to refeue him, he was actually call: 
into a den of ravenous lions. 

There may be a dangerous and abfurd fcrtipulofity, 
a perverfe and obftinate contention for trifles, which 
muft prejudice the caufc of truth and piety. But be¬ 
ware, how you extend the maxim of ** becoming all 
things to all men.” You mly complain of forne ferious 
perfons as too prccife i but do not your compliances 
harden many Tinners in their evil praftices ? Do you 
not teach them to defpife your principles, through your 
timorous defertion of them ? Do you not prefer your 
eafe, your reputation, and emolument to the honour 
and advancement of the Golpel ? Surely, in the view 
of Daniel’s courage and difinterefted zeal, you muft 
detail your own felfifhnefs and cowardice. “ Who 
art thou, that thou Jhouldft be afraid of a man that 
ftull die?—and haft feared continually every day, be- 
faufe of the fury of the oppreffor, as if he were ready 

to 
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to deftroy ?—And where is the fury of the oppreflor *?” 
Let us fee “ the end of the Lord” in the hiftory be¬ 
fore us. Daniel was protected, his enemies utterly 
confounded, and the name of the true God made known 
and glorified throughout that idolatrous country. The 
prophet went down into the midft of thofe fierce and 
voracious animals; and what other confequcnce could 
have been expedted, than that he would liave been in- 
llantly devoured ? But he went down in faith; and 
therefore the very lions forgot their favage nature: 
** no manner of hurt was found upon him, becaufe he 
believed in his God.” What amazing deliverances 
have been obtained, through a firm reliance upon the 
divine power! It was this very principle,' in the pre- 
fent inftance, “ which Hopped the mouths of lions f.” 

The king felt extreme diftrefs for his perfecuted fer- 
vant, and, after a fleeplefs night, betook himfelf to the 
den early in the morning to enquire the event. He 
found the venerable faint fitting in fafety and compo- 
fure among the furious bcafts, aflerting his integrity, 
and aferibing his prefervation to the gracious interpola¬ 
tion of Jehovah. Immediately he refeued him from 
his prifon, reftored him to his former dignity, con¬ 
demned his accufers, with their families, who were all 
deftroyed in the very way by which they had intended 
Daniel to have perilhed, and he ifiiied out a decree, 
proclaiming to his fubjedts the glory of the God of 
heaven. May we, then, learn from this eminent pro¬ 
phet to facrifice every worldly confidcration to the de-» 

% 
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mands of confidence and the fervice of God! May we 
truft our all with Him, who has a fovereign right to 
employ us and difpofe of us, as He«pleafcs f and, leav¬ 
ing other inferior concerns, may we dehre chiefly and 
above all, that “ whether we live, we rriay live unto 
the Lord, and whether we die, we may die unto the 
Lord*” 

Do we admire the courage and fteadfaftnels of 
Daniel ? We muft allow it to be the effeft of that in¬ 
timate communion with God, which he cultivated and 
enjoyed. He fought help from above, and obtained 
his requeft. Wc have remarked his attention to prayer 
in his youth; and we rejoice to oblerve, that even to 
old age this hply fervour continued with him. The 
lull fix chapters of the book, which bears his name, 
prove the warmth and the efficacy of liis devotion. 
There we fee him laying afide the ornaments, which 
he ufually wore as a courtier,—abftaining from his 
pleafant food,—humbling himfelf in fackcloth and afhes, 
mourning before God, while.he confefled his own fins, 
and the fins of his people,—pouring .out his ardent 
fupplications for their dcliferance, and for the mani- 
feflation of the divine favour to them. Take efpccial 
notice of this part of the hiflory, and learn, whence 
you muft derive that ftrength and comfort which will 
fupport you in your fpiritual warfare. Is it not, be- 
caufc you neglc« 5 t retirement and the fccrct duties of 
religion, that your knowledge is fo fupcrficial, your 
affections fo weak and wavering, thafyou feera to have 
no fixed principles, and are fliaken by every tempea- 


• Rom. xir. 8. 
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tton? If you do not cultivate an intercourfe with 
God, and implore direftion and afliftance from Him, 
i{ is no wonder font He leaves you to be baffled and 
overcome. ilut were you condant and importunate 
in your applications to Him, you would receive fuch 
fupplies of grace, as would enable you to maintain and 
adorn your profeflion, you would enjoy the ftrong con- 
folations of the Spirit, and approach nearer and nearer 
to die temper and felicity of the bleflcd in heaven. 

Daniel obtained a large meafure of divine commu¬ 
nications;—and he appears more glorious as the pro¬ 
phet of Jehovah, than as the prime minider of the' 
Medes and Perfians. He was admitted, as it were, to 
converfe with Angels, nay with the l<prd of Angels,' 
and was declared by Him to be “ a man greatly be¬ 
loved." The mod important events in futurity were 
revealed to him; and though his predittions contain 
« things hard to be underdood,” which have furnilhed 
matter for learned criticifm, as well as devout contem¬ 
plation, yet fome are fo direft and exprefs, that infidels 
have objedtedt to them, as if they mud have been writ* 
ten after the accomplilhment. In anfwer to his prayer,- 
the various revolutions, then about to take place in 
the empires of the world, the redoration of the Jews, 
and the rebuilding of Jerufalem, were made known to 
him. He received the cleared information concern¬ 
ing the perfon, the office, the work, and the benefits 
of the great Redeemer; the prccife time of his appear- 
ance (after feveijty weeks or four hundred and ninety 
years), the nature and defign of his fufferings; die 
troubles and perfections of the Churcli; and the final 

confummatiort 
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confummation of all tilings, the refurre&ion of the dead, 
of forne to everlafting life, and of others to everlafting 
lhame and contempt. 

He “ had power with God and prevaile*d” in his fe¬ 
rret devotions i he was alfo highly ufeful in'his public 
rap- »ry.. Probably through his influence widi Cyrus, 

. \ v. as were releafed from their captivity, and per- 

‘ itted to return to their own land; though he himfelf 
maintained his poll, and, it is believed he died in Clial- 
dea, being far advanced in years *. 

What a value, wliat an excellency is ltampcd upon 
this character! You, wlio are greyheaded, and bowed 
down with old age, come and fee in Daniel, whar 
Ihould be your peri'evcrancc, fervency, and zeal. Is 
it not your duty, as much as it was his, to “ endure to 
tlic end?”—“ to pray always and not to faint?”—We 
lay not, that the like vifions and revelations are to be 
looked for: they arc not wanted; as the facred car.on 
of the feripture, containing every thing needful for our 
information, is now doled, and .nothing is to be added 
to it. Hut Hill, through the knowledge and the faith 
ofjefus, you may enjoy communion with God; the 
light of His countenance; the manifeftation of his fa¬ 
vour, which “ is better than life;” the confolations 
of the Holy Ghoft; the hope full of immortality; the 
“ peace, which pafleth all underftanding;” the “ joy, 
wliich is unfpeakable and Hill of glory.” 

Are thefe privileges, nothing ? or are they nothing 
to you ? Would you confute, as fan£y and delufion, 
all experience or expectation of the comforts of reli- 

• Prid. Conncdl. Part. i. Book z, & 3. 
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gion, and fuppofe that real devotion implies no more 
than external Ihew and a lifelefs formality ? You are 
content, ahen, that all the happinefs and power of godli- 

t 

nefs fhouldbe confined to the faints of old. But will 
you not ilh to refemble them, and to partake of their 
bleflednds, when God lhall be glorified in them, and 
they in Him? Yet, unlefs you be made like them 
here, you will be for ever excluded from their fociety 
hereafter. 

May the faith, the zeal, the holinefs of Daniel ap. 
pear in all the followers, and efpecially the minifters, of 
Chrift, that they may, together with him, " fhine as 
the brightnefs of the firmament, and as the ftars for 
ever and ever*!” Amen. 

• Dan. *ii. j. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

Ezra wrote the account of the Jews' return, and their 
rebuilding of the temple—bis learning and piety—his 
commiffton from Artaxerxes, and his journey from Ba¬ 
bylon to Jerufalem—reformed abufes—engaged the people 
to enter into covenant with God—continued to teach, 
when fuperfeded as a magijlrate. 

I n our contemplations on the ancient fcripture hiftory, 
we have had frequent occafion to remark, that, as men 
have always been inclined to oppofe and corrupt the 
religion which God has revealed, fo the eftablifhment 
and revival of it have mod evidently proceeded from 
Him. What thanks and praife do we owe to Him, 
who has gracioufly interpofed, at various times, to plant 

or reftore his truth! His fovereign providence directs 

# • 

and controls all perfons and t ran factions with a particu¬ 
lar regard to the concerns of his Church. The migh- 
tieft potentates and mod extcnfive empires are exalted 
or brought down, in order to fulfil his purpofes for 
this favoured fociety. Accordingly He fays, “ I will 
give men for thee, and people for thy life 

Yean before We are now arrived at a very important 
chrift, 536. period' tfhen by a wonderful difpenfation 

the Jews were releafed from their long captivity, con- 

• Iliu xliiL 4. 
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dulled back again. to their own land, and re-inflated 
in many of their former privileges. As this was an 
event of the higheft confcqucnce to that nation, tend¬ 
ing to prefei vt religion in the world, and preparing the 
way for the* appearance of the great Deliverer, the 
Lord Jcfus Chrift; as it is alfo a fubjedl, to which 
there arc frequent references in the Old Tefhment, it 
may be proper to take a dillinft view of it, and en¬ 
deavour to draw from it fome ufeful inftrudions for 
ourfelves. 

Their rc-eftabliflimcnt in Judea was not effettcdall 
at once, but at different times and by different means. 
They hail been carried away at various lea Ions and 
they did not all return together. Wc fpec\k now of die 
firft rccovciy of dicir liberty, as deferibed by Ezra in 
the book, whicli bears liis name, and of which, no 
doubt, he was the author. 

It had been predicted by many of their prophets, that 
they Ihould be brought back, and Babylon be reckoned 
with in her turn. Ifaiah and Jeremiah, particularly, 
had declared this in the moll exprefs terms ■, the latter 
aflerting diat their banilhment Ihould continue, and 
tiieir land lie defolate, for feventy years; and both of 
them foretelling, that their reltafe Ihould be obtained 
in confequence of the deftru&ion of Babylon, by a 
people who feemed mod unlikely to accomplilh it, the 
Medes and Perfians. Nay, the very perion, who 
Ihould be the inftrument of this great work, a heathen 
prince and an idolater, was pointed out by name nearly 
two hundred years before *. According to thefe pre- 

• Jer. xxix. 10. i&. xlif. a8. xir. x—4. 
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di&ionsj Cyrus, the general of the Medes and Perfians, 
furpriled and conquered Babylon, and deipoiled it of 
its glory. He fucceeded Darius* in the govern¬ 
ment, and, immediately upon his acceflwn, publifli- 
ed a proclamation, permitting the captive Jews to 
return to Jerufalem, and to rebuild their temple 
there *. 

Known unto God are all his purpofes from the be¬ 
ginning of the world j and when events fo far dillant, 
fo utterly beyond the reach of human conje&ure and 
contrivance, are foretold in the raoft circumftantial 
manner, we cannot finely doubt, that the information 
is received from Heaven. Here, then,.we are fut- 
nifhed with an indubitable proof of the divine infla¬ 
tion of the prophets. The predictions, alfo, clearly 
ihew, that thefe revolutions took place, not by chance, 
but by the appointment and agency of Gcd himfclf. 
He therefore claims the glory; for He fays concerning 
this very fubjeCt, “ I will work, and who fhall let it? 
—For your fake I have fent to Babylon, and have 
brought down all dieir nobles.—I am die Lord, the 
Holy One, the Creator of Hrael, your King f.” We 
ftand in admiration of that fovereign influence, which 
He exerts upon all his reafonable creatures, at the fame 
time that they fulfil their own willies and dcfircs. Da¬ 
niel, probably, might have fome afcendancy over 
Cyrus; but we look higher than Paniel: “ the Lord 
llirred up die fpirit” of this prince, in order to verify 
his own declarations. “ The k;ng’£ heart ii in the 
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hand of the Lord, as the rivers of water: He«turneth 
it whitherfoever He will*.” 

It is a •delightful employment to contemplate the 
divine difpenfations, and mark the tender and affec¬ 
tionate concern, with which the Lord watches over his 
people, corre&ing them in meafure, only for their be¬ 
nefit, and returning, as it were with great cagernefs, 
to comfort them with the a durances of his love. “ He 
is faithful, that promifed:” this is the ground of their 
Iccurity: “ not one jot or tittle” of his word can fail. 
All the good things, 'which He engaged to beftow upon 
his ancient Church, “ all are come to pals, and not 
one thing hath failed thereoff.” With this gracious 
God, “ who keepeth covenant and mercy to a thou- 
find generations,” we have to do. And fliall we be 
afraid to truft Him, after all the proofs He has given 
us of his veracity and “ the immutability of his coun- 
fel?” As the captive Jews, encouraged by his decla¬ 
rations, were looking and praying for deliverance, let 
us alfo “ wait for his falvation.” 

When the , prophets ipake of redemption from Ba¬ 
bylon, they were generally carried out to deferibe a 
much greater event, typified by it, our releafe from 
fpiritual bondage and eternal mifery. Redemption from 
fin, death, and hell. The Gofpel afferts the comple¬ 
tion of what they foretold, and proclaims this merciful 
releafe to poor enflaved finners, effected for them 
through the incarnation, facrifice, and intercelfion 01 
the Lqrd Jefus Cljrift. “ The good tidings of great 

* Prov. xxi. 1. f Ilcb. x. 23. Matt. v. 18. Jofh. xxiii. 14. 
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joy” ajc announced to us: let us cry out with grati¬ 
tude and exultation, “ Sing, O ye heavens; for the 
Lord hath done it: lhout, ye lower*parts of the earth: 
break forth into finging, ye mountains, *0 fbreft, and 
every tree therein: for the Lord hath redeemed J acob, 
and glorified himfelf in Ifrael *.” 

The decree of Cyus, doubtlefs, gladdened the 
hearts of all the pious Jews; but the bulk of the peo¬ 
ple did not claim the benefit. Many of them were 
comfortably fettled in Chaldea, and therefore not defir- 
ous of a removal. The immenfe difficulties of the 
journey, and of forming a new fcttlement in their an¬ 
cient country, muft likewife have difeouraged all thofe 
who had no fpiritual views, no faith in God, or zeal 
for his glory. Only thofe took the advantage, whofe 
minds God himfelf difpofed to it. A divine influence 
was exerted, that the purpofe of God might not be 
defeated. The cafe is exadtly fimilar, wherever the 
gracious proclamation of the Gofpel is carried. It is 
defpifed by many, becaufe they feel not their need of 
thofe bleffings, which it propofes; by pthers, on ac¬ 
count of the facrifices which it requires to be made, 
the fevere trials to be endured, and the arduous work 
to be performed. Obje&ions of this kind would en¬ 
tirely fruftrate the mediation of the Saviour, and none 
of the fons of men would accept the liberty, which He 
beftows, if God himfelf did not put forth his power, 
and flir up the fpirit of ibme to comply with the offer. 
O, how highly indebted are they, "who arc. thus in- 


• Ilk. xliv. aj. 

Hh 3 


dined 



' 47 ° SCRIPTURE .CHARACTERS. 

dined to go forth from their natural ftate of bondage, 
and direct their faces toward Zion! 

Though many 1 , therefore, remained at Babylon, a 
numerous company, together with their principal El¬ 
ders, the Priefts and Levites, took their journey; and, 
under the protedlion of Heaven, they were fafely con¬ 
duced to Jerufalcm. Soon after their arrival there, 
they fet up the altar of the God of Ilrae], celebrated a 
holy fcftival, and presented various oblations to Him *. 
With much zeal and diligence they made preparations 
for the rebuilding of the temple, that their religious 
folemnities might be renewed. For this purpofe Cyrus 
had rcftored to them their facred vcffcls, which were 
carried away by Nebuchadnezzar, and .large contribu¬ 
tions had been raifed both among die Perfians and the 
Jews. In the fecond year the foundations of the Lord’s 
houfe were laid, under the directions of Zerubbabel, 
(a lineal defcendant of David and their legal prince)« 
and Jefliua their high prieit, of the family of Aaron. 
When the builders entered upon the work, a divine 
ardour feemed to pervade the company. The Priefts 
and Levites in their proper apparel, and with inftni- 
ments of mufic, praifed the Lord and gave tlianks to 
Him, “ whofe mercy endurcth for ever;” the people 
alfo fhouted with loud acclamations of gratitude and 
joy. JXhe feftivity, indeed, was in a meafure inter¬ 
rupted by fome of the old perfons, who wept exceed¬ 
ingly, when they recollected the lplendour of their for¬ 
mer temple, fo much grander than this was likely to 
bO, Their diftrefs might have a bad cffeft, as weak¬ 
ening 
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ening the hands of the Lord’s lervants: and probably 
it arofe from an unbelieving fpirie. Alas! it generally 
happens, that the belt defigns are* dilcouiaged, and 
u die day of fmall things'defpifed 1 

Difficulties of another nature foon occufrcd. Thp 
undertaking, begun with alacrity and vigour, was im¬ 
peded in its progrefs by various hindrances; and for a 
long time it feemed as if tlie whole plan would be de¬ 
feated f. Their near neighbours, the Samaritans, 
whole worlhip was a fad corruption of the true religion, 
at firft pretended friendlhip; but, when all intercourfe 
with them was declined, their enmity clearly appeared j 
and, by falfe charges and invidious mifreprefentations, 
tltey lb far prevailed with the kings of Perfia, as to 
flop the work during three or four fucceflive reigns. 
At length the admonitions and exhortations of the pro¬ 
phets, Zechariah and Haggai, fouled the fpirit of the 
Jews, efpecially of their leaders Zerubbabel and Jelhua, 
who had probably funk into a very culpable rcmilT- 
nefs|. Being animated, then, by thofe pious teachers, 
they returned to the building with frelh ardour, and, 
upon being oppofed as before, refilled to delift. The 
ruling prince, Darius the fecond, was appealed to* and 
in a Angular manner he patronized their fcheme, and 
promoted it by a very liberal contribution from his 

Year* before own treafures §. Thus, after many delays, 
chriA, j' 5. finifhed the lacrcd edifice, and then 

Confecrated it to God, and kept the feaft of dedication 
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with great folemnity and joy*. Their faith and pa- 
tierice had been long tried; but at laft the Lord gra- 
cioufly inte'Vpofed 'for them: for it was He, as they 
devoutly acknowledged, “ who turned the heart of the 
king of Afiyria unto therrf, to ftrengthen their hands in 
the work of the houfe of God.” 

Are we fenfible of our obligations, in being freed 
from the difficulties, with which they ftruggled ? Are 
we thankful for the houfe of God, and for the divine 
ordinances which are adminiftered among us? Will 
not thefe very privileges be the condemnation of many ? 
For are there not thofe, who defpife the church of God, 
and refufe to join in any of our religious fervices ? Or 
again, do not fome contend earncftly fer the external 
rites, and yet remain deftitute of real devotion ? 
Where, then, is their boafled advantage ? 

While our thoughts are engaged upon this event, 
we are dire&ed by Zechariah to fix out regard on a 
nobler, a fpiritual building. He fets before us the true 
Zerubbabel, the grand A rchitett of his Church, the 
Lord Jefus Chrift- “ Even He fhall build the temple 
of the Lord i and He fhall bear the glory, and (hall fit 
and rule upon his throne; and he fhall be a prieft upon 
his throne: and the counfel of peace fhall be between 
them bothf.” This ftrudhire arifes under His care, 
even in our own day; for he continues to lay one 
(tone upon another. Will you lend your afiiflancc 

• The celebration «f this feaft, though not inffituted by any 
divine appointment, was afterwards honoured by the prefcnce of 
Chrift himfelf. John x. a a. 
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towards furthering the great defign ? “ They that are 
far off,” fays he, “ (hall come and build in the tem¬ 
ple of the Lord*.” But there are fhany^adVerlariess 
difficulties of various forts prevent the progrefs and in- 
creafe of this lacred edifice. Yet let not tfie fevereft 
oppofition or the mod malicious accufations difcourage 
you: for the Lord prefides over his own work; and 
in due feafon it will be completed to his ahundant 
praife. “ He fhall bring forth the head-ftone thereof 
with fhoutings, crying, Grace, Grace unto iff!” 

Years before For fome time after the temple had been 
chnA) 457- fi n ifhed, and the religious fervices reftored 
at Jerufalem, matters ftill wore an unfavourable afpeX. 
Probably, the people poffefled but little of the fer¬ 
vour of piety, and formed dangerous connexions with 
their idolatrous neighbours. But the Lord would not 
fuffer his own ’ purpofe to be fruftrated nor his truth 
to perifh; and therefore He raifed up another inftru- 
ment for the revival of his caufe, Ezra, the lcribe 
and the prieft, a man molt eminent for his learning, 
holinefs, wifdom, and zeal A large-part of the 
Jewilh nation had not returned from their captivity; 
and Ezra himfelf ftill refided at Babylon* about eighty 
years from the firft decree of Cyrus. But his mind 
was bent upon promoting the welfare of Ifraelj and 
accordingly he had applied himfelf to lacred ftudies, 
that he might be qualified to render them fome eflen- 
tial fervice. “ He had prepared his heart to leek the 
law of the Lord, and to do it, and to teach i /1 Ifrael 
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ftatutes and judgments.” Artaxerxes, then upon the 
throne, being difpofed to favour him, granted him a 
commiflion to the extent of his wifhes. For he gave 
him full powers to go to Jerufalem, with as many of 
his countrymen as were inclined to accompany him, to 
regulate the government and dlablifh the divine wor-. 
fhip; and he himfelf, together with all his councilors, 
contributed moft liberally to promote the defign. 

In tliis inftancc, then, as in many others, the pro¬ 
phecy was fulfilled, “ the fons of ftrangers fhall build 
up thy walls, and their kings fhall rninifter unto thee*.” 
The Lord God, in a fovereign manner, often imprefles 
a fear of his majefly upon diofe, who do not cordially 
fubmit to him, and influences diem fo maintain his 
caufe, though they arc not fincercly attached to it. 
<c Why fhoukl there be wrath againft us?” faid Ar¬ 
taxerxes, He expected, probably, to expiate his own 
guilt, and purchafe peace with Heaven, diougli he llil] 
remained an idolater. It is grievous, that thofe, who 
go fo far, will go no farther $ and that they fhould 
continue in ignorance of that very religion, they un¬ 
dertake to vindicate. They are ufeful to the Church 
of Clirift, and yet never become members of it. We 
fhould be thankful to God, however, who dilpofes them 
to aflift in his fervice. Accordingly, Ezra devoudy 
acknowledged die divine interpofidon j ** Bleffed be 
the Lord God of our fathers, which hath put fuch a 
thing as this in the king’s heart.” 

Thus t commiflioned,* ‘ the man of Gcxl, with many 
others whom the Lord ftirred up to accompany him, 

5 if*, l*. 10. 


prepared 



a i & a . 


475 


prepared for the journey*. But the difficulties and 
dangers, which awaited them by the way, were enough 
to deter them. They had to travel to a very diftant 
country, through a wild defert, expofed to hunger and 
third, the icorching heat of the fun, the rage of ra¬ 
venous beads, and the violent aflaults of robbers, with 
little or no defence. Perhaps they felt fome painful 
apprehcnfions; but they confided in the guidance and 
protection of Heaven: and Ezra would nor afle for a 
guard, led the king fhould reproach him, as incon- 
lident with his own principles, or didmdful of that 
God, on whom he had profefied the firmed depen¬ 
dence. Immediately, therefore, upon their departing 
from Babylon, «he fummoned his fellow travellers, and 
joined with them in fading and prayer, that they might 
commit themfelves to the divine care, and implore all 
needful afTiftance; and then they proceeded in perfeCt 
Tafety to Jerufalem. 

It is deferibed by the prophets as a furprifing dilpen- 
fation of Providence, that they Ihould be led, fupport- 
ed, and preferred, throughout luch a jgurney as this. 
The Lord himfelf is reprefehted as going before diem 
to conduct them, and as their rereward alfo, to fereen 
them from every attack; making bare his arm in the 
fight of the nations, for die falvadon of his people ; 
opening a way in the wildernds and rivers in the de¬ 
fert, to give drink to his people, his chofen ■, and 
engaging, that no weapon formed againft -them Ihould 
profper f. 

• Ezra, viii. i, &c. 

f Ila. xjiii. 19. Hi. 10, 12 . liv. 17. 
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Thefe expreffions, indeed, have a higher reference, 
and dirett our attention to a difpenfation infinitely 
more wonderful, the deliverance of finners from fpiri- 
tual bondage, and their pilgrimage to the heavenly 
Jerufalem, under the care and prote&ion of their 
God and Saviour. You, who have been long enflaved 
to fin and Satan, are exhorted to go forth from your 
captivity, and enter on this pilgrimage. Difficulties 
and dangers may await you in the road; for the pre- 
fent evil world, through which you are to pafs, is a 
defert land, where fome infidious enemies may endea¬ 
vour to infnare, to plunder, and deftroy you; where 
many ravenous beafts may attack you with violence. 
But the Lord himfelf will be with you by the way, as 
your Leader and Commander: He will provide for you 
fo that you fhall neither hunger nor third: He will be 
" as a hiding place from the wind and a covert from 
the tempeft, as rivers of water in a dry place, as the 
fhadow of a great rock in a weary land:” and under 
His defence, whatever oppofition may be raifed, c ‘ the 
redeemed of the Lord fhall return, and come with 
finging unto Zion, and everlafting joy fhall be upon 
their head*.” Will not this fuffice ? In dependence 
on your heavenly Condudtor, then arife and depart; 
and cheerfully fuftain your moll painful trials in the 
profped of that felicity, which he has prepared. “ He 
will guide you with his counfel, and afterward receive 
you to glory f.” O for the fpirit of God to be pour- 

4 
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ed out in a more abundant meafure, that men of ar¬ 
dent piety and zeal, like Ezra, may (tend forth as lead¬ 
ers in the Church, to call finners out of t their capti¬ 
vity, and go before them in the way to Zior\! 

No fooner had Ezra arrived at Jerufalem, than he 
fet himfelf with vigour to promote the work of God. 
But he met with unexpected difficulties. A confider- 
able declenfion had taken place among the people; 
and therefore it required his utmoft exertion to reform 
the abufes, which had been admitted. They had turn¬ 
ed afide to the abominations of their heathen neigh¬ 
bours, in confequence of forming alliances and inter¬ 
marriages with them; and, what rendered the cuftom 
more general, and difcouraged even an attempt to re¬ 
medy it, was, that “ the princes and rulers were chief 
in this trefpafs*.” 

We have had frequent occafion, in commenting on 
the facred hiftory, to remark the many bad effeCts, 
which follow from the connexion of religious perfons 
with thofe, who know not God. It appears to have 
been clearly forbidden, and that on the jufteft grounds, 
in order to preferve the purity of revelation, and to 
guard againft all corruptions both in principle and prac¬ 
tice. Intermarriages of this kind have always been 
attended with mifchiefs of the moft ferious nature. 
While men and women confult only their pafliots or 
their worldly convenience, in the choice of their part¬ 
ners for life, what can we expeCt, but that they will 
be compliant enough to facrifice the intercfts <Jf truth. 


8 
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neglclt the divine ordinances, conform to the world, 
and bring up their children in ignorance of God, and 
in the fafliicnable vices of the age ? Ah! whither . 
mud fuch a conduit tend, but to the utter fubverfion 
of all real religion ? 

How, then, was Ezra affeCted, when informed of 
thefe abufcs ? Confounded, and overwhelmed with 
grief, he fat down in filent aftonilhment with all the 
marks of unutterable diftrefs. His behaviour excited 
the public attention; and at length all thole, “ who 
trembled at the words of the God of Ifrael,” joined 
his company: after which, in the mod open manner, 
he made known the anguiih of his foul unto God. 
"With deeped humiliation he confefled' the ingratitude 
and perverfenefs of the people, who, in contempt of 
the goodnefs and contrary to the exprefs command of 
God, had contracted alliances with the heathens j and 
he acknowledged, that they had nothing to look for at 
His hands, but entire deftruCtion. It fhould feem, 
that he was almod afraid to deprecate the vengeance 
they had deferved j but he referred the matter to the 
Lord. 

Was this a needlcfs concern? Or rather,'does it 
not become each one of us to weep and to pray, be- 
caufe iniquity abounds; cfpeciaUy when we obferve 
verj* awful declcnfions and corrupt practices in the 
Church of God ? Are thefe nothing to tis ? Do they 
excite in us no painful fenfations ? Do wc not feel 
emotions iimilar to thofe of Ezra, when we fee God 
dijhonoured, his name reproached, and his caufe link¬ 
ing into negleCt ? Then let us offer to Him our im¬ 
portunate 
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pottilnate petitions, that He may yet arife and have 
mercy upon Zion, and purge away our tranfgreflions. 
But alas ! we have few perfons like fezra, t to “ Hand 
in the gap.” A general conformity to tljp prefent 
world has left us but little of the power of godlinds. 
Even thofe, who fhould pofiefs die greateft purity and 
zeal, “ have not feparated themfelves from rhe people 
of the lands, doing according to their abominations.” 
If we cannot corrett thefe abufes, at lead “ our fouls 
fhould weep for them in fecrct places.” 

Some, indeed, are bound by their office to do more 
than privately lament die prevalence of fin ; for they 
fhould exert their abilities ancj influence to oppofe it. 
The minifters of *God, you will allow, mud reprove, 
warn, and exhort, <r cry aloud and fpare not, and Ihew 
tlie people their tranfgreflions.” Without fearing their 
difpleafure, they mud not only intercede with God 
for their converfion and forgivenefs, but declare his 
wrath againft the offences, which are countenanced by 
general cudom, even though the principal men be 
“ chief in the trefpal's.” Entreat them not to keep 
lilence, much lefs to cry Peace, Peace; for if they do 
not admonifh you to turn from your evil ways, from 
your pride, fenfuality, and proftnenefs, your “ blood 

will be required at their liands.”-But Magiihatcs 

fhould interfere in a manner, which belongs not to 
Miniders. They fhould vigoroufly ufe the authority 
with which they are intruded, to prevent and pu- 
nifh outward irregularities, 2nd “ not bear tlie fword 
in vain.” 
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Ezra was not only a preacher of righteoufneft, but 
alfo a civil officer, commiffioned with full power to 
regulate thcj. affairs both of Church and State, to cor- 
redb as well as cenfure abufes. The diftrefs, he had 
difcovered, foon excited a general alarm among the 
people. Perhaps, he himfelf was ready to defpond; 
but when he perceived favourable marks of real con¬ 
trition in them, and fome perfons of influence had 
promifed him their fupport, immediately with great 
earneftnefs he entered on the work of reformation*. 
According to the law of Mofes, marriages with idolaters 
were cxpreftly forbidden; and therefore it was judged 
expedient, agreeably to the fpirit of that law, that they 
fhould put away their ftrange wives, or thofe at lead 
who refufed to renounce their Pagan fuperftitions. He 
affembled all the men of Judah; and, after reprovirtg 

• t 

them for their fin, he found them deeply affedted with a 
l'enfe of guilt, and unanimoufly refolving to comply 
with his injunctions. Many of them cc trembled at 
the commandment of .Godand the whole company 
bound themfelves by a folemn covenant to do His will; 
fo that, probably, through Ezra’s exertions a confider- 
able revival of religion took place. 

Yean before For a long time he continued to labour 
csnft, 445- at Jerufalem in the caufe of truth and righ- 
teoufnefs. Thirteen years afterwards, when he was 
fuperfeded in his commillion as a magiftrate by the 
appointment of Nehemiah, yet as a prieft and a (bribe 
he (till taught .and exhorted the people j\ He brought 
forth the word of God, which he read and expounded 


Ezra, x. 1, &c. t Nchcm. viii. 1, Sec. 
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to an immenfe congregation, upon whom his inftruc- 
tions produced the beft effects. ■■■■■■ It is generally fup- 
pofed, that he collected together the,books pf the old 
teftament, then received in the Church, (lo which alfo 
he is thought to have added feveral of his own compo- 
fition) and. that he difperfed correft copies of them 
through the land. Thus his private ftudies, as well as 
his public efforts, were a peculiar blefling, not only 
during his own time, but to fuccceding ages.- — By 
our various talents we may promote the interefts of re¬ 
ligion in various ways. Such wifdom, piety, and zeal, 
as we have here contemplated) muft be extenfivejy ufe- 
fuL We ourfelves enjoy the benefits of his labours; 
for the fcriptUres, which he compiled, are come down 
to us. We thank God for thefc facred writings, now 
confirmed and illuftrated by the ftill clearer declarations 
of the new teftament They are the ground of our 
hope, the rule of our conduft, the fource of all our 
confolation. Let us value them as we ought, and en¬ 
deavour, like Ezra, to fpread them in the world. 
This muft be the moft effe&Kal method “ to turn men 
from darknefs to light, from the power of Satan unto 
God.” To this> in a great meafure, we muft afcribe 
the fuccels of our Reformers; nor can we expeft any 
great increafe of* genuine and fervent piety, except the 
word of God be generally read and expounded among 

US. « 

Ezra has exhibited an illuftrious pattern to the mi- 
nifters of God, who fhould learn from him to “ take 
heed unto thcmfelvcs and unto thcir*dodrine. r ’ ** He 

Vol. II. • I i prepared 
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prepared his own heart to feek the law of the Tord, 
and to dp it j” and then he inftru&ed the people. In 
vain do they attempt to teach others, if they be not 
themfelves imprefied with divine things, and eftablilfied 
in the love of the truth. Their own hearts muft feel 
die reality and excellence of thofe principles, which 
they inculcate; or elfe k is mod probable, that their 
exhortadons will be cold and inefFe&ual. All the faith¬ 
ful ambafladors of Chrift fhould be able to fay with the 
Apoftle, “We believe, and therefore we fpeak*.” 

But this is not the eoneern of your fpirkual Pallors 
only. Whatever be your ftation or abilities, you are 
required to exert yourfelves for the honour of God 
and the advantage of his Church. “ Come to the help 
of the Lordyet proceed not ralhly to the work. 
While you are foliekous to reform and lave others, be¬ 
gin with yourfelves. Confider the worth of your own 
fouls; fo will the fouls of your fellow creatures appear 
of infinite value in your efteem; and when you have 
complied with the demands of the Gofpel, and tailed 
its fweetnels, you can dapdl, counfel, and encourage 
them. Is it your defire ? . Ah ! how many are per¬ 
fectly indifferent about the eternal Hates both of them¬ 
felves and of all around them ! The fllinillers and 
people of God, all fee the neceffity of^xemplary ftridl- 
nefs and unwearied diligence: and are you at liberty 
to trifle with divine things, as if they were of no im¬ 
portance ? While you hear of any one laying himfelf 
out in die fervice pf his God, and for the bell interells 
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of men, you fliould be afraid for yourfelves j for fuch 
an inftance will render your remiflnefs the more inex- 
cufable. May God pour out his Spirit, to enlighten 
his Church with the knowledge of his word*, and inipire 
every member of it with an abundant meafure of faith, 
love, and zeal, that He may be glorified among us 
through Jefus Chrift! Amen. 
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Nebemiah, cupbearer to Artaxerxes—diftreffed for Jerufa - 
lem~*-went with the- king's leave^ and repaired that 
city—reproached and oppofed—bis faitb and diligent at¬ 
tention—bis liberality—refifted the various devices of 
his adverfaries—bis care for the government of the city 
—directed the feriptures to be read—a faft kept, and a 
Jolemn covenant made—dedicated the walls to God — 
at bis fecond journey to ferufalem , found and corrected 
various abufes—^-appealed to God concerning bis fer- 
viccs. 

A T the period to which we are now come in our 
confidcration of Scripture Characters, the ftates of both 
Greece and Rome were riling to great emihencc and 
dominion, and many perf<?ns ofc the higheft reputation 
for genius and learning flourifhed in thofe nations. Of 
thefe, however, the facred records make no account, 
but direft our whole attention to die little remnant of 
1 iraclites, who had juft efcaped from their captivity; 
for the l'mall fociety of the Church is dearer to God 
than all the families, or all the empires of the earth. 
An Ezra and a ^ehemiah are more truly honourable 
than die moll renowned warriors and philofophcrs of 
the Pagan world. 


• The 
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The hiftory of Nehemiah very properly follows that, 
of Ezra, with which it is immediately connected; for 
the former fucceeded the latter* as Governor of Jem- 
falem, at the ditlance of about twelve years. The re- 
ftoration of the Jews was not then complete. Many ' 
had gained a comfortable iettlement under the Perfians 
in different parts, who might therefore be unwilling to 
return. Of this fort, probably, was the father of Ne- 
hemial, who feems to have pofTeffed confiderablc cre¬ 
dit ai Shufhan, where he obtained for his fon a placd 
of great rank and profit, the office of cupbearer to 
king Artaxerxes. Nehemiah, then, from his very flot¬ 
ation, enjoyed the mod convenient opportunities of fo- 
liciting any favouj from the prince, to whom he minif- 
rered; nor did he fail to improve the advantage, for 
he exerted all his influence in behalf of his diftrefiet) 
countrymen the Jews. 

We have feen from various inftances, that perfons 
of real and fervent piety may refide even in a palace, 
and that too among idolaters. So circumftanced in¬ 
deed, they are expofed to peculiar fnares and difficul¬ 
ties ; but on this very & count the grace of God is 
magnified the more, by their firmnefs, courage, and 
perfeverance in the profeflion and defence of true reli¬ 
gion. Such was Nehemiah: may we, in a lower con¬ 
dition, be enabled to refill the temptatiohs which befet 
us, and not be afhamed to avow ourfelves on die fide 
of t|ie defpifed people of God 1 May we labour, with 
unwearied diligence, to promote the interefts <jf his 
Church, and, like Nehemiah, turn our hearts towards 

I i 3 Jerufalem* 
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Jcrufalem, w to raifc up the decayed places thereof," 
and “ to repair die breaches!” 

Yean before' He* dwelt in the court of Artaxerxes, 
chiift, 445* Where he might have lived in eafe, and 

fplendour,' and every fenfual gratification; but he was 
willing to forego all private confiderations, when the 
glory of G.od was at flake. It may appear fufpicious, 
if thofe pretend to renounce the world, and to be dead 
to its enjoyments, who are cut off from all poffibility 
of attaining them i but to reject its enticing offers, and 
then to be crucified to it, when molt folicited to join 
in its pleafures,—this is a ftrqng proof, and an illuftri- 
ous difplay, of divine grace. We have already leen, 
in the hiftory of Mofcs and Daniel, that “ faith over- 
cometh the world/’ and the very fame excellent fpirit, 
w)iich they difeovered amidft the magnificence of a 
palace, refted on Nehemiah. His greatnefl and dig¬ 
nity were irkfomp to him, when he heard that the peo¬ 
ple of God, to whom be thought it his honour to be 
allied, were in great affliction and reproach,” left 
defencelefs and expofed tq the affaultsof their furround- 
ing enemies. “ He fat down %nd wept, and mourned 
certain days, and faffed, and prayed before the God of 
heaven* 1 *” He confcfled the jufticeof God in their 
fevereft calamities, and, from die remembrance of for¬ 
mer gracious deliverances, was encouraged to implore 
bis merciful interpofidon, particularly, requeuing, that 
th? king’s heart might be difpofcd to favour and affift 
his plan. 


• Nehcm. i. x, &c. 
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The diftrefs of his mind foon appeared in the gtom 
of his countenance; and to the enquiries of Artax- 
erxes concerning it he frankly declared, that it arofe 
from the defolate condition of JerufalemV He was 
then emboldened to make known his wifries* but, be¬ 
fore he offered his petition, though he Was waiting as 
an attendant in the royal prefence, he darted up an 
earned fupplication to Heaven for the fuccefs of it. 
We fear, fuch piety as this is uncommon in a courtier. 
But, whatever we are, in all our concerns and under¬ 
takings, it is incumbent upon us to “ commit our way 
unto the Lord :** nor can any fituation or rircumftances 
prevent us from calling down His help by an ejacula¬ 
tory kind of add refs, which, though lhort and inter¬ 
rupted, generally difeovers a peculiar ardour of mind, 
and prevails to obtain the bleffing. It may be ufed in 
a crowd, as well as in the clofet. 

After feeking to God for dire&ion and afliftance, 
we may be the more emboldened to proceed. Nehe- 
miah folicited leave of his fove/eign to go, and build 
and fortify J erufalem 1 nor did he fail in his requeft. 
Hear his grateful acknowledgment, «* The king grant¬ 
ed me, according to the good hand of my God upon 
me.” What a firm perftiafion did this e*prefs, of the 
over-ruling influence of God upon the heart of Kis 
royal matter! The fa vow procured was, alfo, the 
more precious, as being received in anfwer to prayer. 
Will not this reprove die infidelity, we had almoft 
faid the atheifm, of many amongft usf In pqrfuing 
your fehemes of buftnefs, do you not depend on your 

# Nchcfn. ii. i v 8c c. 
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owi**vifdom and good management to acquire fuccris, 
arid difdain to aflc it as a petitioner at the throne o£ 
grace? Or, if by extreme difficulties you have been 
driven to make Application to Heaven, have you been 
as loud irf your thankfgivings, as you were in your 
cries for deliverance? Is it the language of your 
minds, “ This has been granted me, according to the 
good hand of my God upon me?”. 

With a full commiflion, then, for the execution of 
his dcfigns, and conducted hy the king’s guards, Ne~ 
hfmiah left the court, and undertook the wearifome 
and dangerous journey, animated with this one defire, 

•* to feek the welfare of the children of Ifrael.” How 

• « * # • •• • ## • 

rare is fuch felf-denial, fuch a readinefs to fuffer for re¬ 
ligion ! Many, who fpeak well of Chrift, and profels 
good wilhes for the advancement of his caule, when 
the ftrength of their attachment is tried, are unwilling 
to facrifice their pleafures, cafe, or preferment; and 
therefore they care not that the Church is haraffed and, 
oppreffpd, while they are eagerly purfuing their own. 
private advantage and indulgence. Ah! where fhall 
we find any refemblance of the pious difintereftednefs 
of Nehcmiah, who, frorn an unfeigned love to God 
and his people, forfopk the palace of Artaxerxes, and 
fubmitted to a ftatp of difficulty, contempt, and oppofi- 
tipn at Jerufalem ? 

. This was the city, which Qod had chofcn to put his 

£ 

name there, in vfhich the temple was built, and die 
holy folemnities. celebrated. While Jerufalem, there¬ 
fore, remained in a defolate condition, there could be 
hut little hope of the progrels of religion. Much had 

beeq 
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been done under Zerubbabel and Ezra, to reps^r her 
walle places; but much was (till left for Nehemiah to 
accomplilh. The walls were broken doup, and the 
inhabitants continually liable to the incurfions and de- 
vaftations of their hoftile neighbours. Behold, then, 
this zealous governor, exerting himfelf for the reftora- 
tion and defence of Zion. He had mourned and pray¬ 
ed for her; now, with an aftonilhing firmnefs and ar¬ 
dour, he undertook the moil laborious work on her be¬ 
half. Soon after his arrival, he began the neceiTary 
preparations j and, to prevent hjs defjgns being frus¬ 
trated, he carefully examined the date of the city 
by night. Having affembled the priefts and rulers, 
he declared his purpofc, and thp objedt of Iris commif- 
fjon, and exhorted them to Second his endeavours with 
the utmoft vigour. Nor did he impofc a toil upon 
others, to which he would not himfelf Submit; he did 
not leave it to underlings, but *f Come,” Said he, “ and 
let us build up the wall of J erulalem, that we be no 
more a reproach.” Such an attempt as this could 
fcarcely foil of fucceeding: * for who could relift the 
ca|l ? They inftantly replied, “ Let* us rife up and 
build.” --— “ So they ftrengthened their hands for this 
good work.” 

' The application to ourfelves is obvious. Jerufalem, 
indeed, hp long fince been deftroyed* but the Churcfy 
of Chrift folicjts your help. Is not this holy city defol¬ 
iate, anci expofed to vafious allaults? And does the 
confideration of its low ftatp caufe you any grief? Dp 
you faft and pray, ^nd labour to promote its advance¬ 
ment ? Though you poflefs not the power and abili¬ 
ties 0^ Nehemiah^ are you exerting what you have ? 

It 
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It may he expedient for you to exhort others* but let 
them fee that you yourfelves are in earned, and that 
you decline; no tafk, which you would enjoin them. 
Y our counfels Uvill be molt likely to be regarded, when 
recommended by your own example, Wc fear, that 
other inferiour concerns, bufmefs, pleafures, or the 
fupport of a party, engage your attention; and that 
Zion and her welfare are nothing to you. Perhaps, 
you are lb far from building up, that you would demo- 
iifb, the walls of Jerufalem. Ah! what madnefs is this! 
for “ God i? in the midft of herand will you pre- 
fume to fight againft the omnipotent Jehovah? 

The pleas, commonly urged in excufe for inactivity 
anti cowardice, are fuch as thefe, " We, are fo feeble 
and inconfiderable, that our afliftance would avail no¬ 
thing:—It were vain to make any attempt for the ho¬ 
nour of God in our narrow fphere of aCtion.”-If 

you think meanly of yourfelves, it is well: but if you 
are unwilling to put yourfelves to trouble, or if. you 
cannot truft the Lord for ftrength, protection, and fuc- 
cefs in the performance of your duty, you are « the 

9 

fearful and unbelieving,—th# wicked and flothful fer- 
yants,” who will be ** caft into outer darknefs.’’ 

“ Difficulties are in the way:”—Then be the more 
vigorous to overcome them. “ But we have many 
adverfaries :”-r-So indeed you muft have, if you work 
the work of God: and if this argument be of any 
weight, Nehemiah might have remained at Shufhan. 
W e (hall obferve, that, though he poefflTed fo excellent 
a fpirit, and aCted 'from fuch pure, difinterefted mo¬ 
tives, he was refilled and vilified, as if h? had been 

the 
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fhe bafeft character. Yet he perfevered and proipered 
againft the bittereft pcrfecution. May we learn to 
fuffer with a fimilar meeknefs, firmnefs, an4 coy- 
rage! 

No (boner was his defign known in ^Judea, than 
certain pqwerful enemies difeovered the utmoft chagrin. 

They began to reproach and ridicule his attempt; but 

0 

he regarded not their words, declaring, that he trufted 
in the God of heaven for fupport. The oppofition 
feemed to increafe in its violence: yet, while they fet 
upon him with a mixture of contempt and indignation, 
he betook himfelf to prayer, and committed his caufe 
to God*. They formed a confpiracy to attack Jeru- 
falem with ari armed force, and demolifh the fortifica¬ 
tion. His own people, alfo, were diipirited; and, 
through excefs of fatigue, they defired to decline the 
further profecution of the plan. But the good man 
remained unfhaken and undaunted; and by his prudent 
and pious cpnduft the adverfaries were utterly baffled. 
He fought help from God hy fervent fupplication, and 
at the fame time negletted not the proper means of de- 
fence; for he appointed a watch to ofiferve their mo¬ 
tions day and night. By his animated addrels he raifed 
the drooping minds of his countrymen j and afterwards 
they proceeded with uncommon cheerfolnefs and vi¬ 
gour. Even while they continued to labour with one 
hand, in the other they held a weapon; and fo incef- 
fant was their attention tp the work, that they did not 
allow themfefves to put off thejp clothes # fbr fleep. 
How eminent a pattern of entire reliance upon God 


3 
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accompanied with circumfpeilion and diligence in duty, 
notwithllanding extreme difficulties and diftrefs! 

There drenueus efforts for the fortifying of the city 
feem to have been interrupted awhile by the complaints 
of the people, who were involved in the heavieft cala¬ 
mities*. Through the preffure of famine, they had, 
been obliged to mortgage their lands and houfes, and 
even to fell their children to their richer brethren, for 
the purchafe of provifions, and the payment of the king’s 
tribute. They therefore reprefented their grievances 
to Nehemiah, and dated, that the utmoft exailion and 
cruelty had been pra&ifed upon them. Immediately 
he took up their caufe, and f?t himfelf with great firm- 
n'efs to procure them redrefs. He rebuked the men 
of power and opulence for their ufurioys and oppref- 
fiye conduit, declaring, “ It is not good that ye do; 
ought ye not to walk in die fear of our God, becaufe 
of the reproach of the heathen, our enemies ?” What 
a forcible argument for a holy vigilance, to thofe who 
ate truly concerned for the glory of God J May it 
produce its proper influence upon us! Have we not 
thofe around us, who narrowly obferve our lpirit and 
behaviour, and would not fail to reprpach us with the 
lead inconfldency ? On their account, therefore, we 
diould be the more careful, * c to walk in the fear of 
our God:” and thus an Apodle exhorts, <f that the 
name of God and his doitrine be not blafphemedf.” 

The pious governor, not content with reproving^ 
corre&ed the abufe. He required the nobles and die 

rulers to make reditution, and promife by a fblemn 

# 

• Nchcm. v. i, &c. t i vi. i. 
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covenant, never to renew die extortion; His exam¬ 
ple, indeed, might have ihamed them opt of their mean 
and injurious practices. He had* left ^ actuation of 
great eafe, honour, and profit; and not § only forbore 
to receive the fupport due to his office for twelve years, 
but at an immenfe expence maintained his numerous 
attendants; in order to carry on the work, and hofpi- 
tably entertained at his table above a hundred and fift^ 
perfons more. For all this he expected no recompence 
from men; but he rejoiced in the thought, that it 
would be favourably regarded by a faithful and gracious 
God.—This is fuch an inftance of noble and difrnte* 
retted liberality, as is rarely to be met with. Yet 
wherever the Jove of God expands the heart, the hand 
alfo will be open to promote his caufe and relieve his 
people. Let us beware of covetoufnefs, which is ini¬ 
mical to true religion, and has been the fourcc of infi¬ 
nite mifphief and mii'ery in the world. ,W e have heard 
of thofe, who have thereby “ erred from the faith, and 
pierced themfelves through with many furrows*.” 
But here we fee the prophet’s declaration exemplified; 
“ the liberal deVifeth liberal things, and by liberal 
things (hall he ftandf.” 

Nehemiah felt further difficulties from outward op- 
pofition: and this, too, was aided by a traiterous cor- 
refpondence, which fome of the nobles within the city 
carried on. His adverfaries tried various ftraragems to 
deftroy him, or to divert him from his work through 
terror J. . They pretended to invito him to a friendly 

• i Tim. vi. to. + Ife. xxrii. Si j N:hcm. vi. i, See. 

conference; 
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conference; but he difcovered their malicious defigri; 
and therefore prudently replied, that fuch and fo im¬ 
portant weit his engagements, as not to allow the lead 
avocation. ^Four times together they foiled of fucceed- 
ing by this artifice. Then they cad upon him the old 
dale reproach, that his only objeft was to dir up fedi- 
tion, and renounce his allegiance to his prince. The 
infamous charge was denied with all the firmnefo of 
integrity j yet it occafioned fome fear in the minds of 
the people: and Nchemiah found it neceflary to im¬ 
plore the help of God, that his hands might be 
drengthened. 

At lad they contrived another fcheme: under a pre¬ 
tence of confulting his fofety, they wilhed to draw 
him into a difhonourable conduit, in which they would 
have triumphed. They therefore hired a folfe prophet, 
who feigned a revelation, and advifed the governor to 
take refuge in the temple, that he might preferve his 
threatened life. Here, however, they were difoppointed 
as before; for, with an undaunted courage, a deadfad 
dependence upon God, and a drift regard to the cre¬ 
dit of that religion which he profeffed, he replied, 
• Should fuch a man as I flee?—-I will not go in.” 

You, who are the difciples of Chrid, fhould be 
aware, that limilar fnares will probably be laid for you, 
and that a fimilar caution and fortitude on your part 
will fecure you from many dangers. Your enemies 
may invite you to join their councils, and to vifit them 
on terms,of -intimacy. But fay, as Nchemiah, “ I am 
doing a great work; I cannot come down.” They 
may impute to you the bafed intentions, and accufo 

you 



N I H I M I A H. 


495 

you as difcontented and fcdirious perfons. But repel 
the charge, without being difheartencd by iti and cry 
earneftly to God, that amidft their damour* He would 
“ ftrengthen your hands." They may 4 endeavour to 
terrify you by various menaces; and if they fo far pre¬ 
vail as to flagger your faith, they will fucceed to your 
hurt. How awful will be the confcquence, if “ a 
ftandard-bearer faint,” if a Chriflian of peculiar emi¬ 
nence or long continuance in the Church, fell from his 
lleadfeftnefs, or renounce his principles! Be ready 
therefore to anfweft “ Sliould fuch a man as I flee?” 

Their defign was to reproach Nchemiah with die 
very fin, to which they tempted him: and this is the 
common practice of Satan and his agents. They will 
propofe and recommend to you fuch a conduit, as they 
know to be inconfiftent with your character and en¬ 
gagements ; and, if you comply, they will defpife and 
upbraid you for it. But, by a bold and ftriCt adhe¬ 
rence to your religious profeflions, you will imprefs 
them with a fecret reverence and efteem for you; at 
lead, you will appear honourable in thfir eyes, even 
though they hate you. Thus you will confound their 
purpofes, whilfl you are proof againfl feduCtion. 
Thus, alfo, you will enfure to yourfelves die protection 
of a faithful. Almighty God, who will preferve you 
amidft multiplied dangers, and profper your pious de- 
figns for the glory of his name. 

At length, in fifty-two days, the city was inclofed, 
the wall completed, and the gates let up, dyoiigh Ne- 
hemiah’s uncommon afliduity and perseverance. Then 
indeed his malicious opponents were aftonilhed, and 

dejeited. 
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dejected, And conftrained to acknowledge the hand of 
God in thfe event. <c They were much caft down irt 
their own eyes, foV they perceived that this work was 
wrought of our God.”—Such alfo will be the happy 
ifiiie to youi “ who by patient continuance in well- 
doing feek for glory, and honour, and immortality.” 
The Lord, whom you ferve with diligence and fidelity; 
will fupport you through all your trials, and finally 
** perfect that which concerned! you*:” “ They, who 
hate you, will fee it and be afhamedf.” For “ they 
lhall be troubled with terrible fear, and fhall be amaz¬ 
ed at the flrangenefs of your falvation, fo far beyond 
all that they looked for How Wretched, then, is 
their ftatc, to whom it will be faid, “ .Behold, ye de- 
fpifers, and wonder, and perifh§ !” 

The work of fortification being ended,- proper mea- 
fures were adopted for internal regulation. Nehemiah 
deputed faithful men, who ihould take the charge of 
the town, of its government and defence,' while he; 
probably; returned to thp court of Artaxerxes ||. But 
he had a higher concern for his countrymen, than 
merely of a political kind? for it was his grand object 
to eftablilh among them the fervicc and worlhip of 
God. In conjunction with Ezra, the feribe, he cauied 
the fcriptuKS to be publicly read and expounded tef 
them, the good effects of which immediately appeared^: 
They faw, confeficd, and lamented with deep contri¬ 
tion and diCt refs, the heinoufnefs of their guilt j yet he 
encourage^ them-, for that feafon especially, to indulge 

j Wifd. v. a. 
f viii. i. Sec. 
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a holy joy, as this would minifter ftrcngth to their fouls, 
and bear them up above all their trials.^ The celebra¬ 
tion of the facred feftivals, appointed by the law, was 
renewed. A folemn fall was inititutcd, and kept with 
a peculiar rerioufnefs by all the people. They aflcmbled 
before God with all the marks of unfeigned repentance, 
acknowledged ditir iniquities, and earneftly implored 
the divine forgivenefs and favour towards them*. Nor 
was this all: they entered into an cxprels covenant 
with God, declaring their entire devotcdnefs to Him 
in a written agreement, which they figned and fealed. 
They bound themfelves to take the word of God for 
their guide and direction, to renounce all intimate 
connexions with their idolatrous neighbours, to gliard 
againft every profanation of the fabbath, and to adhere 
with great care and exaXnefs to all the lerviccs of 
the temple f. Nehemiah alfo provided for the better 
defence of the city, by promoting an increafe of its 
inhabitants.- for that purpofe he ordered, that, be- 
fides die rulers and thofe who offered themfelves free¬ 
ly, every tenth perfon fhould be chofen by lot out of 
the reft of the people, to'dwell at Jerufalem £. Thefe 
necelfarv regulations being fettled, the walls of the 
town, eredled with fo much labour, were dedicated to 
God with all the folemnities of devotion;, and loud 
acclamations of' gratitude and joy were raifed co Him, 
who had engaged to proteft the place for his own 
name’s fake §. 


• Nchem. ix. i, See. 
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Do we not perceive, through the whole of this hU*-» 
tory, that an upright, pious governor is an invaluable 
bleffing? Though‘religion be not, as fome afieit, a 
mere (late engine, it is admirably adapted to promote 
the welfare and profperity of nations, as well as of in¬ 
dividuals, Thole, then, who defpife and oppofe divine 
Revelation, are the greateft enemies, not only to the 
fpiritual and eternal interefts, but to the temporal hap- 
pinels and lecurity, of their fellow creatures. Yet 
fuch we have among curfelves, who, while they plead 
for what they call “ £cc thinking,” undermine the very 

fbundations of civil foeiety.-If they, who pofieis 

authority, firmly believe the feriptures, they will be 
anxious to fpread the knowledge of them* and will ap¬ 
point and enforce the folcmn celebration of the facred 
ordinances. They will moll effectually confult the 
real good of the community, by providing public 

a 

means of inftru&ica in die word of God. For we 
doubt not, that the faidiful preaching cf the Gofpel, 
ferioufly attended to, would reprefs the wickedneis of 
the world, morc < than prifons, chains, and gallows. 

Yr, V s before Nchemiah returned to his office at the 

Chrift abouj 

430. Perfian court, and after fome time obtained 
leave of the king to revifit Jerufalcm *. In his ab- 
fcnce various abufes were introduced: fo continually 
prone is man to depart from the way of righteoufnefs, 
and to revert to his evil practices, from which he may 
fcein to be reclaimed! Through die treachery of Eli- 
alhib the chief pi ieft, Tobiah, that bold and prefump- 
toous enemy of God and his people, had large apart- 
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hients prepared for him in the buildings of the temple, 
to the exclufion of the holy veflels and offerings, to the 
vile profanation of that faCred place, *and thft interrup¬ 
tion of the divine fervice. Nehemiah was grieved for 
the declenfion, which he found upon coming back; and 
immediately he fet himfelf to oppofe and reform die 
corruptions. He caft out Tobiah from his poHellion, 
notwithftanding his high connexions, repiiehended the 
rulers for their defertion of the houfe of God, and 
reftored the Levites to their employments and 
tithes. 

The day of the Lord, alfo, was negleXed and pol¬ 
luted : for many devoted it to the purpofes of labour 
and merchandiftj in contempt of an exprefs command¬ 
ment. But the pious magiftrate reproved and threat¬ 
ened the offenders, and thus checked the horrid viola¬ 
tion. How important an objeX for the attention of 
governors! For the ftriX obfervation of the fabbath 
is not only nefceflary to the progrefs, and the very be¬ 
ing, of religion, but alfo conducive to the Comfort and 
welfare of fociety. 

Intermarriages with idolaters had likewife prevailed 
afrelh. But here again the authority of Nehemiah in- 
terpofed. He very fharply cenfiired, Earned, and pu- 
nifhed the guilty perfons, though fome were high in 
rank and office; and, after feparatihg them from their 
profane connexions, he obliged them to enter into a 
folemn covenant with God, that they would never re¬ 
new them. Let Chriftian believers k«ep at a diftancc 
from fuch alliances as thefe, left they abandon or dif- 

K k a . grace 



jOD SCRIPTURt 'CHARACTERS* 

grace their principles, and K concerning faith make 
ihipwreck.”, 

- We have fern, then, through the whole fpirit and 
•conduft of this holy man an uniform abhorrence of 
evil, and a zealous concern for the fervice and glory 
©f God; a difregard of his own cafe and intcreft, and 
a readme!* to fuffer any thing for the good of the 
Church. What a pattern, not to roagift rates alone, 
but to thofc, who fill & private ftation! Doubtlefs, we 
may all aflift in the great work of reformation. How 
much is wanted! and how much might be effected by 
proper exertions I But let us remember to begin with 
Olfrfclvcs. Though others may be unwilling, let us 
determine, to renounco and ©ppofe every wicked way. 
For ** except wc repent, we ffaall all perifh.” 

In the perufal of Nehemiah’s hiftory, we are ftruck 
with the frequent appeals he makes to the God of hea¬ 
ven, rcfpc&ing his own performances. After relating 
what lie had done for his people, he cries out again 
and again, tf Think upon me, my God, for good 
Remember me, O ray God, concerning this; and 
wipe not out my good deeds, &c Such language 
may feem inconfiftent with die diffidence and contri¬ 
tion of a truly humble mind, convinced of the defici¬ 
ency and defilement of its moft holy duties. Ah! 
who lkall dare to mention his own righteodlhefs, in 
the pretence of his God and Judge ? For “ in H* 
fight fhall no man living be justified f.” But we ap- 

r 

• Nchcm. v. 19. xiii. 14, ji. f PM. cxliii. 2. 
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prehend, that Nehemiah fpake not with the arrogant 
expectations of a Pharifee, as if he had any claim upon 
God ibr his fervices, or trufted to thfcm for his accept¬ 
ance and falvadon. For it is evident* he felt and 
confefled himfclf a finner, who could demand nothing 
from God, on the ground of juftice, when he exclaim¬ 
ed, " Spare me, according to the greatnefs of thy 
mercy*." But we fhould recoiled, that he received 
no recompence, no grateful acknowledge ment. from 
men: probably, he lay under much reproach, and 
his very good was evil lpoken of. Turning from 
them, therefore, for whom he laboured without any 
profpeCl of a reward at their hands, he might look up 
to God with % cheerful hope, that what he had ef¬ 
fected in His caufe would not be overlooked by Him: 
and fatisfied with the divine approbation, however 
mifreprefented upon earth, lie might devoutly pray, 
“ Think upon me, my God, for good, according to 
all that I have done for this people." 

It will be well, if we alfo can appeal from the 
judgment of men to that of the great Searcher of 
hearts, as to our fincerity* and can be content to 
wait for the retribution of our fervices till the laft 
day. We may fafely rely upon the promife, and 
even plead it with God, that a cup of cold water, ad- 
miniflered to a difciple from a real regard to Chrift, 
{hall not be unnoticed. It is not inconfiftent with 
faith, but rather an exercife of it, to expert and aik 
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what He has pledged himfelf to beftow. While we 
** have refpeft unto the recompence of reward,” 
we remember, this is given us by the Covenant, 
and is entirely “ of grace, not of debt.” For after 
a life of unwearied a&ivity, and extenfive ufefulnels, 
we /hall ltill fee caufe to abhor ourfelves, jmd repent 
in dpft and afhes, and mull cry out with Nehemiah, 
“ Spare me, O my God, according to the greatnef, 
of thy mercy!” 


ESTHER, 
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AND 

MORDECAI, 

CHAP. XXI. 

Efther, a captivp Jewefs at Shujban, cbojen to be queen— 
Mordecai, her coufin, porter in the palace, refujed to 
reverence Human, the prime minijlcr ; who, being thereby 
incenfed, procured an edipl fcr the fifirutlion of the 
Jews—Eft her, animated by Mordecai, fought and ob¬ 
tained favour for the Jews — Mordecai, honoured for 
his fidelity to the king—Hainan mortified—hanged on 
the very gallows be had prepored for Mordecai — 
F.Jlher and Mordecai continued to exei't their influence 
for the protection of the Jews, 

I t is the wife and gracious appointment of our God, 
that his Church in general, as a fociety, and each of its 
members in particular, muft pafs through much tribu - 
lation. They are called to ftruggle with a variety of 
difficulties, in fome of which they feem almoft over¬ 
whelmed, “ ready to periffi.” But, while their faith 
is thus put to the trial, die grace of God is manifefted 
in difir holy conduct; His power,, truth, and love are 
difplayed by the deliverances wrought for diem. An 
Infallible affurance alfo is given them, that they (hall 
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finally prevail over all the oppofition of their enemies, 
and be preferved to the heavenly kingdom, where 
they ihall A>e crooned with vittory and glory for 
ever. 1 

We have had frequent occafions to remark, that 
man’s natural averfion to real godlincfs, which at all 
times difpofes him to perfecute, has in fome inftances 
been permitted to proceed fo far, as to threaten die 
very exiftcnce of the Church. But when all hope of 
fafety was removed, God himfelf has miraculoufiy in- 
terpofed for his great name’s fake, to the comfort of 
his people, and the confufion of his adverfaries. ** The 
wicked plotteth againft the juft, and gnaiheth upon 
him with his teeth: The Lord Ihall laugh at him j 
for He feeth that his day is coming This is a ge¬ 
neral obfervation, which has been verified in every 
age: we Ihall now find it to be illuftrated and con¬ 
firmed by the lingular hiftory, recorded in the book of 
Eftlier. Here the providence of God, protecting his 
Church, and defeating the counfels of its bittcreft op- 
pofers, appears in a ftriking light. We may hereby 
be inftrudtcd to truft ourlfclvcs widi Him, under the 
durkeft and molt diftrefsfiil difpenfarions, being firmly 
perfuaded, that He will fulfil his own prorqife, “ Lo! 
I am with you alway, even unto the end of the 

■world f.” 

This little narrative relates a particular deliverance 
of the J ews, effected at a time when they were threat¬ 
ened with immediate and entire deftruCtion, under the- 

• P£al. jcxxvii. ij, 13, f Matt, xxviii. *o. 
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reign of Ahafuerus, one of*the Perfian monarchs. He 
is thought to have been the fame with that Artaxerxes, 
from whom Ezra received his comipiffion: for, at the 
period, to which tliefe tranfafticns art; referred, the 
Jews were far from being completely recovered from 
their captivity, but were ftill dilperfed in very large 
numbers tliroughout the Perfian dominions. The book 
has its name from Efther, who was a principal inftru- 
ment of accomplifhing die deliverance; but it dirc&s 
our attention alfo to two other charadters, who arc 
confpicuous in die hiltory, Haman a bitter perfecutor, 
and Mordecai a zealous defender, of the Church. May 
we all learn from it the folly, fin, and danger of fight¬ 
ing againft God, and be l'o convinced of the fecurity 
and happinds of his people amidft all their trials, as to 
join dieir fociety, and fay, “ We will go witli you; 
for we have heard that God is with you * !” 

The Lord God, who is perfectly acquainted with 
I'wt* uf.^c his own plans and purpofes from the begin- 

Chrirt, about . • n j • t 

460. ning, iiaci previoufly prepared, in the court 
of Ahafuerus, an advocate and a patron for the defpifed 
and oppreffed feed of Ahrjham. \Ve Torhear to dwell 
upon the magnificence, luxury, and excels of the feaft, 
which the king celebrated in his palace, and which 
gave occafion to the divorce of his queen Valhtif. But 
in that event we perceive and admire the over-ruling 
influence of Jehovah, whofc perrogative it is to govern 
the finfi.il paflions of men, fo as to render them fuh- 

fervient to his own glory. Whiift they follow their 

• • 
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hearts’ defires, they infallibly proceed " to do, whatfo- 
ever His hand and His counfels determined before to 
be done*.” ' «. 

To fiupply* the place of the difearded Vafhti, another 
royal confort was to be chofen: and do we not wonder, 
that Either, a young Jewels, lhould be raifed to this 
honour? She was then in a ftate of captivity at Shu- 
flian,- and, being an orphan, Ihe had been brought up 
by her coufin Mordecai, to whom Ihe paid the atten¬ 
tion and obedience due to a parent f. She poflefied 
fuch a peculiar gracefulnefs and beauty, diat Ihe foon 
attraded die notice, and gained the affedions, of tire 
king. At Mordccai’s requeft, flic liad not difcovered 
her extradion j as that might liave prevented her ad¬ 
vancement. But we are to aferibe her exaltation to 
God, who ‘‘putteth down one, andfettethup anodier,” 
who “ raifedi up the poor out of the duft, that He may 
fet him with princes for He had defigned to make 
life of her influence at court for great good. Morde¬ 
cai alfo was intended to be an inftrument in promoting 
the fame gracious purpofe. But for lome time he re¬ 
mained in a low fituation as a porter, or inferior offi¬ 
cer, in the palace. Yet even there he performed fuch 
a fervice, as entitled him to the royal favour, and paved 
the way for his future preferment. For he faved the 
life of his fovereign by deteding and difclofing a con- 
fpiracy, which hail been formed againft him. Ho w 
remarkably does one little incident lead to another, and 


* Adis iv. c8. + Efth. ii. 5, &c. 

: pfal. Ixxv. 7. cxiii. 7, 8. 
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that to a third, on which events of the higheftjmport- 
ance to the whole world finally depend! 

Such was the pofture of affairs, »wh£n Hainan rofc 
to the firft dignity in the ftate, and obtained the place 
of prime mkiifter over that extenfive empfte*. He is 
fuppofed to have been of the curled feed of Amalek, 
and a defeendant of Agag, whom Saul had been com¬ 
manded to deftroy: and, for that reafon perhaps, he 
might be particularly offenfive to the Jews, and their 
decided enemy. The king had enjoined perfons of all 
ranks to bow down to Ham an with the utmoft rever¬ 
ence and homage} and Mordeeai alone refufed to ren¬ 
der him this honour. It may not be eafy to afeertain 
the true motive for his refufal. His obje&ion, proba¬ 
bly, was not merely that Hainan was of a profane 
charafter, but either that he required an idolatrous kind 
of veneration, or that he fprang from that nation, 
whom God had pronounced accurfed and ordered to be 
extirpated j-. At leall, from Mordecai's general repu¬ 
tation, we prefume, that he a£tcd on this occafion, not 
from pride or obftinacy, but from a real confcientious 
principle. Such a treatment, however, from a perfon 
fo much his inferior, Haman could not bear. And 
now we Hull behold in this Amalekite the moft detef- 
table tempers, and the miferable effects of hatred, ma¬ 
lice, and an unfatisfied, difappointed ambition. 

«* He was full of wrathand immediately he pro¬ 
ceeded to feek revenge. Ho# infadable was his fury! 

The blood of one poor Jew would not fuflicc; he de- 

• • ’ 

• Efth. ili. i, he. t Dr. Prid. Conned. Part. i. Book 5. 
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termlncd that thoufands fhouid bleed with him. Being 
informed of Mordecai’s extraction and religious fcru- 
ples, he conceived the defign of exterminating the 
whole race together, fo that, if it were poffible, “ the 
name of I Gael might be no more in renj^mbrance.” 
The old antipathy, then, of Amalek againft Ifrael ftill 
prevailed in Haman; and opportunity was given him 
to fhew, though not to fulfil, wliat was in his heart. 
With all the fuperftition of an idolater he call lots, in 
order that he might be directed to the moft conveni¬ 
ent day for' the execution of his plan: and even this 
very circumftance the Lord himfelf over-ruled. For 
the matter was fo delayed, as to afford time enough to 
defeat his purpofe. He reprefented to the king, that 
die Jews were of fo Angular, obftinate,' and feditious 
a temper, that it would promote the fafety of the go¬ 
vernment to deftroy them all: and on this ground he 
obtained a decree for their utter extirpation, widtout 
regard to fex, age, or character. What a rafh, impo¬ 
litic, mercilefs ediCt! and how depraved muff be the 
man, who could perpetrate or propofe fuch a fcheme 
of iniquity! Yet Haman feemed unmoved; or rather, 
he rejoiced in the profpeft of fuccefs; for when the 
royal proclamation was gone forth, he fat down to 
drink with his thoughtlefs prince. 

Every thing, then, appeared in a favourable train for 
the accomplifhment of the projeCh But, though Tin¬ 
ners are permitted to ffroceed, as it were, to the very 
point they aim at, an invifible. Almighty Power “ puts 
his hook in their nofe, and his bridle in their lips, and 

turns 
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turns them back*.” How vain, and contemptible arc 
the ftrongeft afiaults againft J ehovah!He, that 1 k- 
teth in the heavens, lhall laugh; the LoTd (hall have 
them in cferifion f.” Human aid will be.found a poor 
fupport to our fouls in the time of dangers but a reli¬ 
ance upon the divine mercy and truth will difpel our 

fears. Had Haman obtained his wilh, and the Jewiflt 

\ 

nation perilhed; what mult liave become of all the 
promifes ? How could the prophecies concerning the 
great Redeemer of the world liave been fulfilled ? The 
everlafting Covenant itfelf mull have failed, before this 
diabolical fyftcm could take place. But whence was 
deliverance to be expedted ? It is not often we are 
able to pointrout the method, in which God will in- 
terpofe to help us; and yet it is our part to wait in 
faith and hope. *' His way is in the fea, and his path 
in the great waters, and his footfteps are not known J.” 

On the publication of the edidt, the utmoft horror 
and confufion overwhelmed the poor, perlecuted peo¬ 
ple, who were marked odt for ruin. Mordecai ex- 
prefied the anguilh of his heart by all* external figns of 
deep forrow, and,by his loud and bitter cries through- , 
out the city §. At length, queen Efther herfelf re¬ 
ceived information of the intended maflacre, and parti¬ 
cipated with her devoted countrymen in their diftrefs. 
Mordecai • charged her to exert all her influence with 
the king on their behalf. But Ihe was afraid even to 
prefent her fupplieation: for the Perfian laws forbad 
every perfon, not excepting the royal confcfrt, on pain 

• 3 Kings xix. 28. t PfiJ. ii. 4. 
t lxxvii. 19. § Eflh. iv. 1, See'. 

of 
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of death, to approach the fovereign without His calf t 
and foe had foipe reafon to apprehend, that his affect- 
tion for her *was abated. She cxpoftulated, therefore# 
with Morde^ai on the impropriety of venturing to offer 
her petition, when foe muft forfeit her lif# unleis foe 
could gain fo favourable an attention from him, that 
he would hold out his golden feeptre to hen Morde- 
cai replied with an aftortifoing firmnefs, that the bloody 
decree was levelled againft her, as well as other Jews, 
and that foe muft perifo in the palace. He further 
remarked, that, if foe refofed to mediate, deliverance 
would doubtlefs arife from a different quarter, while 
foe and her kindred wouid be deftroyed s but he en¬ 
couraged her to hope, that poflibly her very exaltation 
had been appointed as the means of refeuing her na¬ 
tion. Upon this, foe hefitated no longer, but confented 
to hazard her fafety: yet foe depended not on her own 
afcendency or management # for, obferving a folemn 
faft for three days, foe firft fought the divine direction 
and affiftance, and then approached the king. 

We ought to fe^l for the calamities of others, elpe- 
ciaUy for thofe of the Church, and foould be willing to 
.incur dangers and diftreffes, that we may procure 
relief for them. Though we know not, what inftru- 
ments it may pleafe God to make ufe of# fuch as we 
are we foould devote ourfelves, our intereft, and abi¬ 
lities co Him, and rejoice to be employed in his fervice. 
It is an honourable caufe to be engaged in# fo that if 
«ur offers foould be'reje&ed, and all our attempts foould 
fail, we need not be afoamed. But we may expedb 
great things at the hand of our God, and believe that, 

for 
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for his own glory. He will gracioufly fulfil the defires, 
which he has given us. Even a weak faith, fuch as 
Efther’s feems to have been, has often produced won¬ 
derful effetts. Doubdefs, inceflant praye^ afcended 
up to God on 1 this occafion; which was a token for* 
good. For the cries of His people have power with 
him, and bring down his bleflings upon them* Ah ! 
why arc we fo backward to apply to him in the perilous 
r;me? Why do we ever caft away our hope, as if 
“ He had forgotten to be gracious?” He cannot be 
unmindful of thofe, who firmly rely on Him, and hum¬ 
bly fupplicate his aid. Thefe, therefore, though feeble 
in themfelves, having the Omnipotent God for their 
defence, are “ terrible as an army with banners,” and 
accordingly they have put their thoufands to flight. In 
vain the proud Ham an plans his bloody fchemes; in 
vain Ahafuerus iflues out his cruel edidt, and millions 
in his empire prepare to maflacre the Jews: the Lord 
liftens to his afflicted fervants, and refeues them from 
definition. • 

Let us mark the fteps, by which this deliverance 
was effe&ed. When Efther* prefented herfelf before 
the king, his heart was inclined to favour her, and 
grant her petition, even to the half of his dominions*. 
She requefted, that he and Hainan would partake with 
her of an entertainment fhe had provided; which being 
acceded to, fhe defired that they would repeat their 
vifit on the fucceeding day. In fhe mean time, Haman, 
being elated wirh the honour of fuch a familiarity, 
boafted of it to his friends: yet his joy was damped, 

and* 


* Efth. v. 1, &c« 
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and his indignation excited, while he obferved that 
Mordecai ftill refuted to Ihew him any revercnce» 
What a confeffion of the vanity of all worldly gran¬ 
deur, and of the mifery of a proud, malignant fpirit, 
did he malic, when he laid, " All this afraileth me no- 
diing, fo long as I fee Mordecai the J ew fitting at the 
king’s gate!” He, therefore, readily came into the 
propofal of difpatching tills troublefome man; and, not 
content to wait for his removal till the general deftruc- 
tion, intended for that people, immediately he prepared 
a gallows for his execution. 

Do we not perceive, in this arrogant minifter of 
ftate, a character the molt defpicable and wretched ? 
Yet many of thofe probably, whom the world admires 
and envies, as being exalted to the higheft eminence, 
referable Haman. Something is ftill wanted to com¬ 
plete their happinelsj and fo long as any one wifti 
of dieir hearts remains unfadsfied, all their odier pof- 
feffions avail diem nodiing; they can tafte no lwectnefs 
in them. Perfons of the greateft power and dignity 
muft meet with difappointments and vexations of this 
kind, which imbitter all their enjoyments. Such is die 
curfe entailed upon human glory. Learn, dien, that 
God alone can fatisfy your defires: the whole creation 
could not fill or content your fouls, but would leave 
an aching void without Him. You « call the proud 
happy,” who diiplay much pomp and magnificence j 
but you are miftaken. in your eftimate. Many poor 
cottagers experience far leis uneafinef9 than they. Fe¬ 
licity is ncceffarily connected with the difpofition of 

the 



,1 S T H E Hj &C. . JIJ 

the mind: and an infallible witnefs has faid, « Bleffed 

% 

arc the meek, for they fhall inherit the earth*.” 

“On that night could not the king fleep f *” nor 
was there any vilible caufe of his difturbanfce: but wc 
fhould remember that our reft depends on the good 
pleafure of the Lord. In that unquiet ftate he com¬ 
manded the records of his kingdom to be read before 
him; and the very paflage was recited, which contain¬ 
ed the memorial of Mordecai’s fidelity in difcovering a 
dangerous confpiracy. As it appeared alfo, that no 
reward had been conferred on this honeft fubjeft, 
Ahafuerus determined, that he fhould immediately re¬ 
ceive fome fignal mark of the royal favour. Haman 
was then waiting for an audience, to petition that Mor- 
decai might Be hanged upon the gallows} and, upon 
the queftion being put, “ What fhall be done unto the 
man whom the king dclighteth to honour,” this haugh¬ 
ty minifter fuffered the mofl mortifying difappointment. 
He conceived himfelf to be the perfon intended, and 
therefore advifed, that the object of Ipecial regard fhould 
be led in triumph through the city, with all the pagean¬ 
try of the Perlian court; and he was ihftantly required 
to beftow thefe diftinftions on the very Jew, whole 
deftruftion he meditated, and to attend, upon him as 

9 

his fervant.-What a coincidence of circumftahces 

was here, all Sliding to Introduce the deliverance of 
the Lord’s people, and to defeat and abale the pride of 
their malicious perlecutor 1 Who can forbear acknow¬ 
ledging, cafual as thefe •ircumfjances may appear, 
« The hand of the Lprd Iiath done this ?” * 

• Mitt. r. (. 

VoL. II. 


t E&b. vi. t, fee. 
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Haman was completely confounded, and over¬ 
whelmed with anguilh, foreboding his own total ruin. 
In the midft qf his diftrefs, he was called to accompany 
the king to Efther’s banquet*. There the queen 
remonftratfd againft the cruel edidt, which had gone 
forth for the entire extirpation of her countrymen, and 
carneftly petitioned that both Ihe and they might be 
refoued from the intended maflacre. She further 
charged Haman with contriving that horrid wicked- 
nels: and inftantly the incenfed monarch commanded 
him to be dragged away, and.to be hanged on the 
very gallows he had prepared for Mordecai. The 
eftates alfo of the difearded minifter were confifcated; 
and, being left to Efther’s difpofal, they were tranf- 
ferred to Mordecai, who was then advanced to the 
higheft dignities in the ftate, and appointed fucceffor 
to Haman f. Still the fanguinary decree remained, 
which Efther, therefore, with tears and importunity 
befought the king to repeal. This would have been 
contrary to the principle of the Perfian government, 
which permitted not its laws to be changed; and yet, 
to prevent the -mifehievous effedts of his former edict, 
he ifliied out a fecond, allowing the Jews diroughout 
the whole empire to arm themfelves, and to flay all 
thole who fhould dare to attack diem. 

The gracious interpofition of Godwin favour of this 

• «r 

perfecuted people, became lb confpifuous, that not 
only they themfelves perceived and acknowledged it 
with gratitude and joy, k^t others alfo felt a fecret re- 

•. fifth, vii. i, &c. t *»>• >* Re¬ 

verence 
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vcrencc for them, joined their fociety, and embraced 
their religion. At length the decifive day arrived; 
and, though fo remarkable an alteration *had taken 
place in their behalf, and the fovereign had avowed 
himfelf their friend, fo much enmity againft them ftill 
fubfifted, that great numbers rofe up with an intent to 
deftroy them *. But here again the Lord helped them, 
and fought their • batdes for them. Such was the in¬ 
fluence of Mordecai, fuch the impreflion made upon 
the minds of men concerning them, that they had 
many powerful patrons and afliftants; and thus they 
obtained an eafy and complete viftory over their ad- 
verfarie# “ No man could withftand them; for the 
fear of them f«ll upon all people.” Above feventy- 
five thoufand perfons were flain on that occaflon, 
through their malicious oppofition to the caufe of God; 
and it is particularly noticed, tlut the ten fons of Ha- 
man perilhed miferably. 

How fignal, then, was the confuflon, how entire 
the ruin, of the enemies of the Church 1 “ The hea¬ 

then are funk down in the pit that they jnadet in*the 
net, which they hid, is thdlr own foot taken- The 
Lord is known by the judgment, which He executeth; 
the wicked is fhared in the work of his own hands. 
For lo! thine enemies, O Lord, for lo! thine ene¬ 
mies fhall perifh; all the workers of iniquity fhall be 
fcattered f.” Let us not envy the profperity of fin- 
ners; for “ their triumphing is fhort.” They fhall be 
driven away in their wickednefs, and Jhall receive their 

• Efth. ix. i. Sec. + Pfal. ix. 15, 16. xcii. 9. 
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punilliment, infinitely more 'tremendous than can be 
now conceived, in the World to come. Then the 
feene willtindeed'be changed; inafmuch as the provid¬ 
ed and htofif furious perfecutors fhall be afhamed and 
confounded for their hatred of true religion, and, in- 
ftead of their profane feoffs and fenfual mirth, “ they 
fhall lie down m forrow,” and experience throughout 
eternity “ weeping, wailing, and gnafhing of teeth.” 

Blefied be God, the hands of violence are reftrained 
in our favoured nation; but is there nothing of the 
fpirit of Haman dilcovered? What mean all die con¬ 
temptuous fpeeohes, and the cruel derifions, which 
wound the reputation of thofe, who profefs%i ardent 
efteem for die Saviour, and tread in' li*s fteps ? Let us 
afk the fcorners, Againft whom do ye l'port yourfelves ? 
Is it not againft Him, who will avenge the infults put 
upon his people ? “ Can your liearts endure, or cart 
your hands be ftrong, in the days that he fhall deal 
with you * ?” Can you ward off the ftroke of his jof¬ 
fice, or ftftnd againft it.? O confofs your folly, implore 
fargi vends, and join yourfelves to thofe, who are even 
now the ■o'bje&s of his care and love, and will be of his 
approbation and delight for ever. 

The providence of God in protecting his Church 
not only excited much thanktgiviftg at that time, but 
gave rife to an annual feftival, the feaft of Purim \ y 
■which is obferved to this day, -and by Which the reality 


• Ezck. xxir. 141 

f That is, the feaft of Lots, fo called from the lots call by 
•Haman, to fix the exail time of the deftrudlion, which he had 
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of this hiftory is clearly confirmed. The whole trans¬ 
action dilplayed the goodnefs and feithfulnefs of God 
towards them that fear him, and tended, \m0ejr his con¬ 
trolling influence, to advance the interefls of truth and 
rightcoufncfs. Mordecai filled his important ftation 
with ability and integrity, and in all the hei^it of his 
profperity appeared the firm friend of his defpifed bre- 
thren*. As he exerted his power for fuch a purpofe, 
it is probable that he patronized thofe zealous reform¬ 
ers, Ezra and Nehemiah, and procure. them their 
commifiions for tire better regulation of the city and 
temple of Jerufalem. Thus he proved an extenfive 
bleflingfin his generation, 

The Lorcas merciful deliverances of his people 
Should be had in remembrance. Let the glory of them 
all be given to Himfelf: and, from our paft experience, 

let us be encouraged to rely upon Him in every fuc- 

§ 

cecding feafon of darknefs and diftrefs. He has often 
manifefted the fame gracious concern for tli£ Support 
and enlargement of his Chyrch in modern times: and 
we may cheerfully leave the preferyafion of it to Him, 
for He lias laid, “ The gates of hell Shall not prevai^ 
againft it f.” We lament, that infidelity and profane- 
nef$ Seem to gain ground amongft us; but, Since 
f< The Lord reignerh,” we rejoice in the hope, that 
He will vindicate the caufe of his Gplpel, and raife up 
inftruments for its defence and propagation. Let us 
(inquire, A re we ourfejves faithful and diligent in doing 
the yvprfc of God, according to opr place and ability jj 

• pfth. x. 5. t MktuxvL ;8, 
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Do not feme, who ought to be moll adtlve, difcover 
a lhameful remiflneis? ** Becaufe iniquity abounds, 
the love of«many waxes cold.” Others evidently care 
for none of thefe things, being folicitous only to pro¬ 
cure fenfual gratifications, or worldly conveniencies. 
Thefe, iifteed, are not perfecutors, but they are not 
friends, of Chriftianity. Nay, their very indiffer¬ 
ence betrays a fovereign contempt of it; and accord¬ 
ingly our Lord ranks them among his enemies *. 

But, from the hiftory before us, we may derive in- 
ftrudlion and encouragement for all the fincere mem¬ 
bers of the Church. Marvel not, if you belong to 
this fociety, that there are thofe who feek your 
ruin. Is it ilrange, that, as in old times " he that 
was born after the flelh perfecuted * him that was 
born after the Spirit, even fo it is now j- ?” Or, 
why Ihould you be dejedted in your troubles, as if 
the promife would fail? The cafes' of ancient 
faints Ihould teach you to expedt deliverance, even 
when you fee no probable way. Only wait in faith 
and prayer, and the final ifliie will be fafe and glo- 
|jous. Though you ihould go down to the grave 
pnder contempt and oppreflion. Hill your falvation 
js fure through our Lord Jefus Chrift, who will 
put all your enemies under your feet for ever.—Nor 
is this confolation applicable only to the ftrongeft 
believers; for He pays a regard, a peculiarly tender 
regard, to the weakeft of his people, and exercife^ 
as minute ,and affectionate a care towards each one, 


ft 


* Matt. xii. 3Q, 
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as if that one comprifed the whole. He has ob¬ 
tained the victory for himfelf, and enfurpd it to all his 
faithful followers. Whatever, then, be yflur prefent 
difficulties, it becomes you to rejoice apd fing, in 
expectation of your future triumph. Take-up your 
words, and fay, “ In all thefe things we are more 
tlian conquerors, through Him that loved us*.’* 

9 

• Rom. viii. 3,7. 
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tONCLUSfON. 

CHAP. XXII. 

Scripture Characters, chiefly confined to the faints—an 
illuftrious company—exhibit true religion—Jhew the 
efficacy of divine grace—teflify of Chrifl— difplay the 
excellence of faith—exhort us to run the fpiritual race- 
laying aflde every weighty efpecially the befetling fin — 
to maintain patience , and to look unto Jefus. 

O.R fliort account of the principal hiltories in the 
old teftament has exhibited the charafters of fome pre- 
fumptuous finners: fuch were Cain, Pharaoh, Balaam, 
Saul, Ahab, and Belfhazzar. But our attention has 
been chiefly turned towards the faints of God, “ the 
excellent of the earth,”* “ redeemed from amongft 
men}” who v/ere the means of continuing the Church, 
of fupporting religion in the world, and gradually 
opening the way for die appearance of the great Re¬ 
deemer. Here, then, we make a folemn paufe ; and, 
in order to fix a deeper impreflion on our minds in 
favour of true piety, we once more direft our regard 
to perfons of the latter deferipdori. 

The afccient “ fathers, where are diey ? and the 
prophets, do they* live for ever* ?” They have paired 
jji fuccefllon before us: and we obferve, that when they 

. • • Zeck. L j. 
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had feverally aCted their parts, they retired and gave 
place to others. Having quitted the earth, they have 
now entered on a more glorious Hate of exiftence, and 
“ received the end of their faith,” armdft the hume- 
rous fociety of “ the fpirits of juft men made perfcft.” 
Their condition is unalterably determined i but does 
not our’s yet appear in fufpenfe ? Do we in any mea- 
fure refemble them? Or have we any juft ground of 
hope and expectation, that we ftiall attain the fame 
bleffed inheritance? They were ufefiil in their day, 
their light fhone around them: they were all as fo ma¬ 
ny witnefles for God, while they lived, bearing tefti- 
mony to His truth, and teaching men by their exam¬ 
ples and inftrudtions the nature an^ neceflity of un¬ 
feigned and fervent devotion. Even now alfo, “ being 
dead, they yet fpeak” to us. O let their voice be heard, 
and their exhortations complied with ! They may be 
confidered as looking on all the followers of the I^amb, 
and encouraging them to “ endure to the end.” They 
can tell us, how excellent is the lervice, in which we 
are engaged; how faithful and gradous the Mailer, 
whom we are called to obey; how fufficient the fup- 
port, which He will admin ifter under all our trials ; 

how fure and glorious the recompence, which He v/ill 

0 6 

finally bellow. This is the reprefentation of an in- 
fpired writerj this the application, which he makes of 
Scripture Characters. After recounting the 
achievements of the ancient worthies, he thus doles 
the fubjedt, “ Wherefore, feeing we alfo are compa (Ted 
about with fo great a cloud of witnefles, let us lay 
afide every weight, and the fin which doth fo eafily be- 
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fet us, and let us run with patience the race that is fct 
before us, looking unto Jefus, the author and finiiher 
of our faith**” 

While we are ftruggling with many and fevere diffi¬ 
culties in the ways of God, the cafes of thofe, who 
have trodden the road before us, may afford us fome 
relief and confoladon. We may be dejefted, perhaps, 
on account o£ the fmall number of thofe, who fear 
God: but if we extend our view to paft ages, and 
cordider what an illuftrious company of this very de- 
fcription, from righteous Abel to the coming of Jefus 
Chrift, have finiflied their courfe honourably, and 
“ entered into the joy of their Lord;” we lhall find 
that we are far from being fingular, and that our con¬ 
duct is Efficiently juftified, our hopes confirmed, by 
the examples of a large and molt excellent fociety, 
“ W^ are compafied about widi a great cloud of wit- 
relies.” 

Let us examine their teflimony. It will be allowed 
that they exhibit a pattern of true religion, and ffiew 
us, “ what manner of perfons wc ought to be in all 
holy converfation and godlinefsfor in each of them 
we difeover fomethijig to be admired and imitated. 
Did they manfully refill temptation, and dare to differ 
from their refpe&ive generations in principle and prac¬ 
tice, thereby incurring contempt and oppofition ? They 
teach us, that we muff “ come out and be feparate” 
from finners, and tliat it were vain to look for the 
ffiettdlhip of - the work!, if we would be the friends of. 
Qod. .Were they attentive to the syorffiip, and zeal- 

9 Hcb. xii. I, a* 
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crufly concerned for the glory, of God, exerting all their 
influence to bring others to thejcnowledge and die love 
of Him ? We fhould conclude, that it is equally incum¬ 
bent upon us to poflefs the fame pious afedtions to¬ 
wards God and man, the fame courage and perfever- 
ance in promoting real godlinefs. While we perceive 
their fteadfaft reliance on the Redeemer, their lively 
expeditions through die divine Covenarft, and their 
exemplary condudtj we learn the neceffitjr, and admire 
the beauteous connedtion and harmony, of thofe three 
leading graces, faith, hope, and charity, in all the heirs 
of heaven. 

We Ihall fcarcely be called to any place or circum- 
ftances, but ^e may difeover in one pr other of them 
a direction for our behaviour, a pattern for our imita¬ 
tion. Are we doubtful, how we ought to adt ? Let 
us aflt, not. What is the pradtice or the wifh of the 
world around us ? but, What would Noah, Abraham, 
Moles, Samuel, David, or Daniel have done, in a fi- 
milar fituation ? We need not be afraid of following 
fiich precedents as thefc. Are we tempted to betray 
the caufe of Chrift, and turn apoftates, that we may 
not fuffer perfecution ? Let us enquire. Which of 
the faints of old would have recommended or taken 
fuch a ftep ? Or if ungodly men would perfuade us, 
that there is nothing in religion worth contending for : 
let us confult former generations j and the lives and 
deaths of many, whofe charadters we have contemplated, 

prove its truth, its importance*, and un¬ 
speakable Walue. Though it may almolt be laughed 
put of countenance among ourfelves, we dare pro¬ 
nounce 
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nounce from their united teftimony, that it is not a 
fraud, a mere fancy, or delufton, but a fblid reality, 
which will fyppbrt ind comfort the foul in deepeft dif- 
trefles, and procure an ample recompence to all its 
faithful votaries. Let us pofiefs the grace for which 
they were confpicuous, and we alfo fhall bear witnefs, 
that all the precepts and appointments of our God are 
right and excellent, that He delighteth in the profperity 
of his fervants, and diat his ways are ways of pleafant- 
nefs and peace. 

Their high attainments may feem to exalt them fb 
far above us, as to forbid all our hopes of imitation. 
But lliould wc enquire of them, “ Who made you to 
differ from others?” They would all rjply, “ In us, 
that is in our flefh, dwelt no good thing; neither have 
we any thing, that wd did not receive: for the Lord 
alone hath wrought all our works in us.” And will 
pot fuch a declaration fuggeft the ftrongeft encourage¬ 
ment? For now we perceive in them, what the grace 
of God enables his peopk to do. When we view the 
faith of Abraham, the mceknefs of Mofes, the patience 
of Job, the ardent devotion of David, the unfhaken 
courage and integrity of Daniel and his dirce ..compa¬ 
nions, who “ jeoparded their lives unto the death,” we 
do not merely admire the excellence of the men, but 
we praife God, " who makes his flrength perfedt in 
wcaknefs,” and we are led to pray, that He would 
« work-in us both to will and to do, and fulfil in us 
$11 the good pleafare of his goodnefs.” 

Po you plead your utter inability to cojjr dteir ex¬ 
ample ? # We refer you to Him^ “ whofe grace is fuf- 

ficient 
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Sclent for you,” and affure you, that “ His hand is not 
fhortened that it cannot fave, neither his ear heavy, 
that it cannot hear V’ But if you remain proud, ma¬ 
licious, vindictive, covetous, or intemperate, “ are ye 
not carnal, and walk as men f ?” The knowledge of 
the Saviour would fubdue in you thefe evil affeCtions; 
and his Spirit would render you, as it did the ancient 
faints, humble, patient, devout, and heavenly-minded. 
For the fruit thereof “ is love, joy, peace, longfuffer- 
ing, gentlenefs, goodnefs, faith, meeknefs, tempe¬ 
rance 

Should we examine further into the teftimony of 
thefe witneffcs, they would all agree in declaring the 
infinite value of Chrift, and the efficacy of a firm re¬ 
liance upon Him. We need not here enquire, with 
what degree of cleamefs they underftood the great plan 
of falvation, or compare the different revelations deli¬ 
vered to the Church in the different ages of the world. 
Suffice it to fay, that they were divinely inftruCted to 
look forwards to die appearance of a glorious perfonage 
as the Redeemer of finners, and to fi^ their whole de¬ 
pendence on Him. Thd Gofpel, therefore, was preach- 
ed to tliem, as well as to us; and the Lord Jefus 
Chrift was the grand objeCt of their defire, as he fhoukl 
be of our’s. To Him our firft parent Adam directed 
his regard, when he received the original promife of 
“ the feed of the woman §.” Righteous Abel trufted 
in Him, when he offered an excellent i'acrifice by 
faith |J. “ Abraham rejoiced to* fee His .day; and he 

• 2 Cof. xii. 9. Tfa.lix. 1. f 1 Cor. iii. 3. J Gal. v. 22,23. 

$ Gcd.iu.ij. || Hcb.xi. 4. 
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law it, and was glad*” Mofes wrote and prophefied 
much concerning Him, as “ the end of the law for 
jrighteoufaef$, to eVery one that -believeth f.” David 
.throughout his pfalms, ** teftified the fufferings of 
Chrift, and Ihe glory that fhould follow ;” and with 
his dying breath fang his praife, while he exulted in 
“ the everlafting Covenant, ordered in all things and 
furej.” Jeremiah proclaimed his name as “ The 
Lord our righteoufnefsand Daniel alfo declared 
that ** Mefliah the Prince fhould be cut off, to make 
reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlafting 
righteoufnefs §.” 

We need not add more. “ Many prophets and 
righteous men defired to fee thofe things, which we 
fee, ^ftihave not feen them; and to hear thofe things 
which we hear, and have not heard them ||.”—“ They 
received not the promife,” in the full completion; 
* c God having provided fome better thing for us, that 
they without us fhould not be made perfect Would 
they not, .then, exhort us, «« Prize your opportunities, 
and be thankful that the clear light of the Gofpel fhines 
upon you ? O confider the excellency and the worth 
of the Saviour, who is evidently fet forth crucified 
among you! See that ye refofe him not. While he 
comes to blefs you, let every heart be open to receive 
him; for he is the chiefeft among ten thoufand, and 
altogether lovely. Look unto Him, and be ye faved 


John, viii. 56. f Luke, xxiv. 27. John, v. 46. Rom. x. 4. 

X Luke, xxiv. 44. . 1 Per. i. 11. 2 Sam. xxiif. 1—5. 

0 

$ Jer. xxiii.6. Dan. ix. 24.—26. || Matt. xiii. 17. 

f Hcb. xL 39,40. 
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all the ends of the earth.* Elfe, how (hall you efcape, 
if you negledt fo great falvation ?” 

What regard do we pay to their teftimony ? Do 
we defire, as they did, to look into th&great myftery 
of godlinefs ? Alas! is it not generally flighted or de- 
fpifed? Many will not ferioufly examine it, but turn 
away from it with difguft, and reproach thofe as fools 
and enthufiafts, who feem to be properly affetted by it 
and concerned for its advancement. Let us, however, 
be wile for ourfelves, and “ know the time of our vi- 
fitation,” left thefe ancient witnefles rife up in judg¬ 
ment to condemn us. 

They exhibit an indubitable proof of the advantage 
and powerful effects of believing in the Saviour. 
Faith conftituted the moft diftinguilhed part of their 
character ; and to this principle we are taught to af- 
cribe their eminent attainments in holinefs, and ufeful- 
nefs in the world. Wesappeal to the Ihort abftraft of 
their hiftory in the eleventh chapter of the epiftle to 
the Hebrews, as a full confutation of the prevailing 
notion, that faith relaxes moral obligations, and leads 
to licentioufnefs. There.we fee, not only that a re¬ 
liance upon the promiles of God is pleafing to Him, 
and procures all fpiritual bleflings, but alfo that it re¬ 
gulates the tempers of the mind and the general con- 
dudt of the life, fo as to incline and enable men to per¬ 
form the moft arduous duties, in contempt of the 
fevereft fufferings. We are allured, that “ by it 
the elders obtained a good report*.” • With an inflexi¬ 
ble perfeverance they refilled all enticements to evil. 


• Hcb. xi. 2. 
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and defied the menaces of* their ftrongefl enemies j 
becaufe they believed God, and could truft themfelves 
in his hands, 'depending on his engagements in the 
Covenant. • 

•i 

Many wirm advocates for die do&rines of Reve¬ 
lation, poflibly, may be inattentive to works of righ- 
teoufnefs. But the reafon is, diey pofiefs not the prin¬ 
ciple to which they pretend. What was Abel, Enoch, 
Noah, Daniel, and Job ? Were they not exemplary 
patterns of practical religion? and yet by faith alone 
they attained this eminence. Would you follow their 
Reps ? Seek to bring your hearts under the influence 
of God's truth. Receive and credit his word as they 
did, and you will nianifeft all the graces of the Chrii- 
tain character; you will gain the victory over your Jpi- 
ritual adverfarics, and triumph againft the world, the 
flefh, and the Devil. But unbelief would keep you 
under the bondage of corruption ; for widi fucli a rom¬ 
per of mind you would be enflaved, if not to grol:> 
ienfuality, yet to lecret pride, wliich is Equally deidU 
able; and fin, in one fiupe or another, would retain its 
dominion over you. 

What conclufion, tlien, do wc draw from die attef 
tation of thefe witnefles ? We cannot be at a loj- 
for the application. If They were fo much in earr.nl, 
let none of Us trifle. If they had fuch a regard to die 
intereft of religion, we ought not to be afhamed of ir. 
If they poflefled lb devout a# cordial an efteem for 
Chrifb, when his grace and glory were obfeured under 
the types and (hatiows of the law, wirh what admiration, 
love, gratitude, and cbedier.c.-, fhould we look up to 

him. 
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him, fince the true light of the .Gofpel nov& Ihineth 
with all the brightnefs of the meridian fun! May wo 
not add with the Apoftle, “ Let us* afide every 
weight, and the fin which doth fo eafily»b“f< •. us, av.i 1 *t 
us run with^atience the race that is fei bffbre v ik¬ 
ing unto Jefus, the author and finiflier of cur fifth?” 

We are called to a conteft, as were the flints ot 
old. This may be fitly compared to a race, in which 
. %iany perfons are engaged, and all aim. at the lame 
prize. The diligence and ardour, neceflary for thole 
who vie with each other in running, are equally lb for 
thofe who would fave their fouls, and gain an admilfion 
into heaven. Every nerve mull be drained, the wlv >'e 
man exerted* and the reward, enfured to each fucci fsfi •! 
competitor, will be glorious indeed ; not a corruptible 
crown, *but an incorruptible. This is a matter of uni- 
verfal concern. “ The race islet before us:” The 
conteft is propofed to us all; and the path is marked 
out, in which we mull proceed; nor are we at liberty 
to choofe another. We.muft likewile cblerve the 
rules, which are minutely preferibed: for “ no man 
is crowned, except he ftrive lawfully.” Come, then, 
give in your names, and enter the lifts; encouraged by 
thofe worthy characters, who have gone before, who 
have finifhed their courie with joy, and obtained the 
victory. 

For this end, you mull “ lay afide every weight,” 
call off the -things iRich are moll dear and profitable, 
if they would delay your progress. • Thofe, who are 
opprrfled with a heavy burden, cannot move with fpee- 
dy fteps; for they are prevented from making the ne- 

Vol. II. M m ceflary 
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ceflary efforts. And thus many arc obftruCted in the 
Chriftian race by the cares and vanities of the world, 
the pleafures^ the firide of life. Are you candidates 
for heaven ? Will you not, then, part witjvthat, what¬ 
ever it may be, which proves an hindrance to you ? 
Or will you not enquire, what has impeded or retard¬ 
ed you? To what lhall we afcribe your flow advance- 
Are you not retaining, or defiring, forbidden 
enjoyments, going after covetoOfnefs, or foolifh amufe^ 
ments? and are not your affections divided between 
things temporal, and things eternal? Would you 
“ fo run, that you may obtainyou muit ‘'forget, 
thofe things which are behind, and reach forth unto 
thofe things which are before, anil prcfs, toward the 
mark, for the prize of the high calling of (jod in 
Chrilt Jefus V But, while you loiter, tim» pafles 
a\Vay; the day of grace is expiring; the feafon allotted 
for exertion will foon be elofed; and, when die night 
cometh, the contcll will be finally deckkd, and no 

more renewed tor ever. 

% 

•. Sin, then, of e^ery kind muft be imniediately re¬ 
nounced: but there is one fin particularly dangerous. 
It is that, “ which dodi fo eafily belet us;” to which 
we are moll inclined, and by which we are molt: fre¬ 
quently overcome. This may be different in different 
perfons: the confticution of your bodies, the natural 
tempers of your- minds, your fituations, connections, 
and employments in life, expqfe^b to various i'nares. 
So the characters,»we have delineated, are marked%ith 
peculiar failings: in Tome we have feen a tendency to 


* P.dl. iii. 13,14. 
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pride, or covetoufnefs, ip others to cowardice,'Or un¬ 
belief. You will readily.difcover'your own weaknefs; 
and there efpecially you mult, fet and continue your 
watch. Do riot fpare your favouri^, yoifr bolbm lulls j 
nor retain your right hand, or right eye, if they offend 
you*: but be refolute, be determined to put thfcm from 
you, though by a painful operation, rather than cpmc 

^ 0 

Ihort of the prize. .Would you fay, This is a Ihjall.- 
fiult? So it may appear to you: but you are unfair 
judges; and you Ihould be reminded, that many have 
perilhed for ever, in confequence of what they have 
accounted trivial faults. Not to mention, that one 
tranfgrellion leads the way to another and a greater, 
we oblerve, tljai if there be a fin more necefi'ary to be 
abandoned than all the reft, it is that “ which molt ea- 
fily befets you;” becaufc it is continually near you, fo¬ 
liating indulgence; it alfaults and baffles you, before 
you perceive the attack; and therefore it will molt 
cfiettually prevent your advancement, if not accelerate 
your deltruction. # ^ 

In your fpiritual courfc you are alfo required to 
“ run with patience;” which implies that njany and 
fevere difficulties mult be expe&ed and endured. 
From the very comparifon of a race, it mult be con¬ 
cluded, that Itrenuous exertions are to be made; and 
it would be folly to object to Chriftianity on this ac¬ 
count. Y et do you not “ faint in ycur minds, being 
wearied” and difcoefUgo^ by the variou^irials, which,, 
you meet with ? You cdtaplain of inward temptations • 
and outward oppofition, the corruptions of your nature. 


• Matt. v. tg, 30. 
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the unkin3nefs and treachery 9 f friends, the frowns of 
the world, difappointments and Ioffes in trade, and the 
fuggeftionfi Of your grand adverfary the Devil; and you 
item to wonder., “ gs if fome ftrange thJflg had hap¬ 
pened unto you.” You forget, “ that the fame afflic¬ 
tions are*accompliflied in your brethren,” and that you 
capj^ot enter*the kingdom any otherwife, than “ through 
h tribulation*.” LookSat the generations of old: 
wefe not the faithful fervants of God in every age op- 
prefled with fimilar or greater troubles? Yet they 
perfe^red in a calm and peaceful ftpe&ation of a glo¬ 
rious recompenfe. “ Take, my brethren, the pro¬ 
phets,, who have fpoken in the name of the Lord, for 
an -example of fuffering affliction and of patience. Be¬ 
hold, we count them happy, which endure f.” Then 
renew the conteft with ftcfh vigour; or, though 
u faint, yet purfue.” For confidcr the terrible confe- 
quences, if you rclinquilh the race, and draw back: 
fhame, confufion, torment and defpair will be .your 
portion for ever. . 

' ifOne further jlireftion is added to all thofe, who are 
competitors for the heavenl/prize: <f Look unto Jel'us 
the author and finifher of your faith.” This is fo im¬ 
portant that the obfervance of all other rules, however 
excellent, w$uld avail nothingwithout it. You can¬ 
not hold on your way, unlels you receive continual 
llipplies of ltrength: and luch lupplies are to be ob¬ 
tained only^s an application* the Saviour. While, 
therefore, you ftiel *^nd lameiit your weaknefs, lift up 
your eyes to Him. You are ready to ftumble and to 

* i Pet. v. 9. Adit, xiv. 22. f James, v. 10, xi. 
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fall ; but he reacheth forth his hand to fupport and in¬ 
vigorate your fouls. “ He giVeth poWer to the faint; 
and to them that have no might He increafeth ftrehgth. 

■ - -They, that wait upon the Lord, /Hall renew their 
ftrength: they fhall mount up with wings as eagles, 
they fhall run and not be weary, and they fhall walk 
and not faint*.” 

You mult “ look un^| Jefus” alfo, for your entire 
acceptance with God, as well as for ability to peffe- 
vere. You cannot demand an admiflion into heaven, 
on the ground of merit, for your own fidelity di¬ 
ligence; but you may implore and expeCt forgivenefc, 
peace, and eternal life, through the atoning facrifice 
and prevailing interceffion of your great High Prjeft. 
“ The crown of righteoufnefs,” to which you afjpire, 
is the purchafe of his blood, the gift of his love. 

But while you depend upon his righteoufhefi for 
your whole falvation, you are to pay a continual regard 
to hj^ example. Many illuflrious characters have bee# 
fet before you: but the grnjid pattern o£ all exce 
and perfection yet remtins to be exhibited. 1 le, 
deed, infinitely furpaffes &nd eclipfes the reft. If the 
others be as ftars in the firmament, this glorious Lu¬ 
minary even exceeds the fun in its brightnefl* Fix 
your eyes on Him, t!fr you partake, of k** fplendour. 
« I ,ook unto Him,” to obferve the fteps in which He 
trod; for as He was in this "'world, fo muft you be; 
and jojj are to be fuffq»#rs of the fainj^jfoly fo far ai« 
they were of* Chrift f. 



•Ifa. xl. 99—31. 

Mm3 


t 1 Cor x». 1 


“He 



534 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 

** He is the author and finifher of our faith.” He 
has inftituted the race, ’and invited you to the conteft. 

• I 

He has pointed out the way j He alfo will encourage 
and ftrengthen you, throughout the courfe: He waits 
at the end to receive you; Me will then publicly de¬ 
clare his approbation of you before men and angels, 
“/Well done, good and faithful fervkntsand with 
his own hands He will put %>on you the crown of un¬ 
fading glory. 

O what acclamations of gratitude and love'to Jefiis 
wilUrtfound from all the Church triumphant! Pa¬ 
triarchs, Prophets, Apoftles, and Martyrs, as well 
as inferior faints, will acknowledge, to the praife of 
hi* rich and fovereign mercy, “ He was the author 
and the finifher of our faith: To Him we are indebt¬ 
ed for the beginning, the progrefs, and the completion 
of His grace in our fouls.” They will bow with fu- 
preme adoration before Him, and fay, “ Thou haft re¬ 
deemed us to God by thy blood, out of every kindred, 
nd tongue,.and people,, and nation; and haft made 
unto our Gpd king* and prtefts. Therefore, Bidd¬ 
ing, and honour, and glory, and power be unto Him 
that fitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lafnb for 
everrjlnd ever*!” Amen. 

♦ 

* Kev. v. 9, io, 13. 


Of THE SE^d^D VOLUME, 


V4 


INDEX 



INDEX 


TO THE 

TWO PRECEDING VOLUMES. 

The numeral Letters refer <*> the Volume, the Figures'to the 

Page. ' 


Abednrco. See Siiadracu. 

Abel, a Ihcphcrd, offered a facrifice from the bed of his flock, 
by faith, I. 34— accepted, 36—a holy 411 an, and therefore 
hated and murdered by Cain, 38 —the hrft martyr, 39—his 
blood cried to God, but not as that of Chrift, 42. 

Abram, the Friend of God, I. 78, 95—a defendant of Shem, 
8 c—called from his native country, 8r—the reafons of this 
reparation, 82—obeyed the call by faith, 8;—fojourned in 
•Canaan, 88—maintained the public worlhip of the true God— 
did relied by famine, retired to Egypt, where he denied his 
wife, 89—upon his return to Canaan, parted from Lot, .97—. 
received frefti promifes, 9V—refeued Lotj^met by Melchjfe* 
dec, 92—diftrefled, as havingjio heir; IRnforted by 
a durances of divine favour, tTO a folemn ratification mSEffie 
Covenant, 96—jollified "by faith, 99—married Hagar, by 
whom he had llhmael, 100—obtained frefh promifes, 'and was 
called Abraham— circumcifed—allured of the birth of Ifaac, 
and of the Saviour through him, 103—109—vilited by three 
Angels, J12—interc^jjed for Sodom, 113—commanded for 
the religious management of his family, iu—prevaricated 
concerning his wife in Philiftia, 116—rejoiced at the birth of 
Ifaac—difmilTed Hagar and llhmael, j 17—fojourned in Phi-, 
liftia, 118—required to offer up Ifaac, 119—comforted by 
promifes of the Saviou^j 24—buried Sarah-jprocured a wife, 
far Ifaac-rmarried ag^ini$18^—died—re;c*}jfd up to heaven, 
129. ‘ 

Absalom. See David. • # * 

Adam, the world prepared for hitn, I. 5—created, and ap« 
pointed God's ti^gcrent, 6—required to fanftify the feventh: 
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day—forbidden to eat of the tree of knowledge—received Eve, 
7—made in the image of God, as refcrnbling Him, in know¬ 
ledge, 9—holinefs, 11—happir.efs, 12—fcil from this glorious 
Miiic, 16—the maligni*y of his offence, tS—and its awful 
corifequences* in his body, and in hU foul, 21—condemned, 
2 2 —received a promife oi the Saviour, 23—involved his pof- 
terhy in excrejnc rfiiftry, coiruption, and condemnation, .-5— 
driven out of I’aradife, 29—died at tiic age of 930 years, 30. 

AiiAb, the 7th king of the 10 tribes of Ifrael, more abandoned 
than all his abandoned predcceflbrs, II. 241—an idolater— 
majricd Jc2 .be!, who inftigated him to greater wickcdnefs, 
3^—thrcaicnt d by Elijah with a drought, 244—pcriecutcd 
him—patronized Baal’* priefts,—confcnted to thtir maffacrc, 
24(5—delivered from the famine, 2.-6—reproved for his con¬ 
duit to Kenhulnd, 24R—coveted and feiztxl Naboth’s vine¬ 
yard, 249—confounded bv Elijah’s reproof, 2qi—rdjfcievcd, 
on his appearing to humble himfrlf, 252—prepared for war 
agii^A Syria, hated Micaiah, and imprifoned him, 253 — 
wounded in battle.—died, 254. 

Affititio/r, the lot of faints, 1. 120, 20$, 219, 233, 2551, 260, 
2^3, 2^7, 30S, 315, 335: II.20, 91, 1 o 1, 117, 503, 531. 
See Patience. The means of cou verfion, li. 3^9. 

* B. 

Babyion, extent and fplcndor of, II. 407, 436. See Captivity 
—taken by Cyrus, 444. v 

Backjlidcrs , (See Falls) encouraged to return, II. 152, 236, 267, 
2S9, 325, 326, (hould prove their recovery, 269. 

Balaam, exhibits the bad cifcfls of covctoufncfs, I. 47<J— 
eminent for wifdoin—invited by Balak to curfc Ifrael, 472 — 

, 4 jrejffled-the firft propofal—Ibggried by the fccond,—diced 

f e ot God, went—{topped by an angel, and rebuked, 

—perjnitteJPfo proceed, 476—conftrained to blefs Ifrael, 
prophefy of,the SavJfcr, 479—feduccd the Ifraelites by 
Mcabitilh women, 489—died lighting againft Ifrael, 487. 
Belshazzar, grandfon of Nebuchadnezzar, befieged by Cyru.*>, 
II. 436—at an intemperate feaft, introduced the holy vcficls, 
437— fifddenly confounded by a handwriting—ip vain con¬ 
sulted* the Magi, 439 —fenc for Dapiel. who reproved him, 
441—flam that very night by the tyftedes and Perfxans, 443. 


c : 

Cain, Adam’s firft bom, deceived his mother’s expectation, 
I. 33—a jijkr of the ground—^rfliipped God, but not by 
faith, 34 ^pr%d, 36—quadfcHlipjl with God—filled with 
vile affections—murdered Abel, 3&--*rraigned, cOndcmncd/yet 
hardened, 39—a wretched wanderer—marked upon his coun¬ 
tenance, 40. • • 

Cattivi{y of the Jew in Babylon, II, 450—releafe 

•**vra it. 465—469, 474. V# 


Children, 
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Children, See Parents, and Young Per/ous capable of religion— 
inftruttcd from Samuel, II. 24—warned of fin, 30!. 

Christ. See Redeemer . 

Church, God’s care over it, I. 171, 344, 392, 490. II. 296, 

333 * 46 s, 484# 503 ; S'S- 5 X 7 * 

Ctrcumcijion appointed, I. 104. . * 

Confcicnce , forcl*of, I. 271, 284. 11.440. " 

Covenant , eftablifhed with* Noah, I. 73—with Abraham, 98, 

103—with Ifaac, 186—with Jacob, 206, 228—with David, 

II. 133—the ground of his hope and confolation, 189—with 

Chrift, 209—revealed to Jeremiah, 400. 

Cyrus bcfiegcd and took Babylon, II. 444—foretold by Mite 

—permitted the Jews to return, 467. 


D. 

D arm el; a defeendant of David, taken prifoner to Babylon, 

lifco- 


over 


when very young, II. 4*8—eminent for wifdom, 449-r^nl 
vered and interpreted Nebuchadnezzar’s vifion, 451—tfre 
the province qf Babylon—maintained his integrity, 452—pro¬ 
moted his three friends—not accufed like them, 423—ex¬ 
plained the king’s dream—reproved Bel fhazzar—attentive to 
religion, 454—prime minifter under Darius—hated by the 
great for his piety, 456—forbidden by the king’s cdidl to 
pray, 457—continued to worfhip God thrice a day, 458—call 
into the lions den—refeued, ar*J reftored to honour, 460— 
failed and prayed, 461—received fingular revelations, 462 — 
probably obtained the releafe of the Jews—died in Chaldea, 
very old, 463. 

David, his charafter feverely attacked, II. 82—his cxtraftlon, 
and appointment to the throne, 84—called to court, 86— 
conquered Goliath, 87—-preferred, but foon nerfccuted, by the, 
king, 90—married Michal—pradent, and # begjked, 
culoufly protefted from Saul’s perfection v : 93— cor >fii$S 0 r 
with Jonathan, and fled for his life, 94—called on Ahimelecpy 
96—took refuge with the Pliililtincs—retired to a cave, 97— 
accompanied by Gad, removed to Judah, 98—faved the men of 
Kcilah, yet obliged to leave the town through their treachery, 
99 —wandered under the care of Heaven—vifited and cnCbu- 
raged by Jonathan—refined from Saul, by an invafion of the 
Philillines, 10c—mainthirrtd holy tempers under his affli&ions, 
103—fpared Saul’s life in the cave, 10.—provoked by Nabal’s 
churlifoncfs, 107—married Abigail, ic 3 -again fpared Saul, 
!09—retired to the Philillines, no—favoured by^Achifh, 1x1 
—difmifled from his fer1 z~ dilirefled Mphe lofj of 
his ,city, family, and 1 pofleffiriu, and by the rag? of his own 
• people againithim, truftedfn God, 113—recovered all from 
tiie enemy, 114—mourned for Saul and Jonathan, 115—re¬ 
moved to Hebron^ he was acknowledged king, 116^. 

recompensed thcijrfn : Who buried Saul, 121—oppofed by llh- 
bolheth, and diftreffed by Joab's murder of Abner, i22*-pu- 

ni|hed 
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niflied ^ie murderers of Ifhboflieth, 124—declared king of 
all Ifrael, and profpered, 125—prepared to conduft the ark 
to [erufalem, 127—difpleafed at Uzzah’s death, but after three 
months brought*the 5 rk, and rejoiced before God, 128—regu- 
ated the diving fervicc, 129—performed the duties of family 
eligion, 131—defpifed by his wife Micha!, 132— forbidden 
o build the*temp!c, yet comforted l.y divine‘ffromifes, 133— 
ubdued various enemies, 137—dedicated the fpoils to God, 
t $8—adminiftered juilice—(hewed favour to Mephiboflictli, 
139—went to war with the Ammonites, 140—fmned with 
Bathfheba, 141—contrived Uriah’s death, 145—married Kath- 
iheba, 144—reproved by Nathan, 145—repented, 146—his 
xhaviour on the child’s fickncfs and death, 147—what may 
learned from his fall, 14.9— 153—obtained a fon—fubdued the 
Ammonites, 155—his treatment of them, 136—dillrcfled by 
the wickcdncfs of his Tons, Amnon and Abfalom, 157 —fled 
ftqpi Jerufalem, on account of Abfulom’s confpiracy, f 58 — 
cuned by Shiin«i, 160—font out a numerous army to oppofc 
Abfalom, 162—grieved for his death, 163^-recalled to the 
government, 164—rebelled ngainlt by Sheba, »66—directed 
to give up feven of Saul’s descendants to the Gibcnnitcs, 167 
—praifed God for his victories, and for Mc£iah, 168—com¬ 
manded hU fufejetts to be numbered, 169—punifhcdj£y a de- 
ilrudive pcftilence, 171—prayed, and obtained mercy for 
Jerufalem, 173— prepared* materials for the temple, 174— 
married Abilhag, 177—appointed Solomon his 'fucceffor, ’ 178 
—exerted himfeJf to the laft, 179—fettled the divine fervicc, 
*jg 0 —gave a public and fotenm charge to Solomon, 181 — 
praifed God, 182—left private dircdlions with Solomon, 186— 
in his laft words prophefied of the Saviour, 187—died in a 
good old 191. 

A PreacBm, «*t Prophet, find an infpired writer—his pfalms, 
£predi£l»ons of £hrift, 194—his imprecations, 196—conlidered 
as a type of Mefluh, who w^s called by the fame name, ar.d 
born in the fame town, 198—a Shepherd—appointed of God, 
and confecratcd, to be a King, 200—long oppofed, reproach¬ 
ed, and perfccuted, 201—under fpiritual defertion, 204— 
Head of the Heathen as well as of all Ifrael, 205—ruled in 
righteoufnefs, 207—regulated thiylivine fervice, 208—par¬ 
doned enemies, ar.d pnniftud tfle obftinately rebellious—con¬ 
firmed in the throne by covenant, 209—yet far inferior to die 
Saviour, 210. 

- ■% .I, 

Eli, Hgh-pnett antf judge of ifinel, lalhly cenfured Hanna!’, 
JI. 4 —Weffed ben—pleafcd with Samuel’s miniflry, j—un¬ 
happy in bis own two fons, whom he reproved, but too ten¬ 
derly, 6—rebuked and threatened.^ the Lord, 11—yet an 
. upright man—meekly fubmitted to"the Lord, 15—trembled for 
the ;ark of God, and hearing that it'ivks taken by the l’hi- 
liftines, fell backward, and died, 17. 

Elij,\h 
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Elijah refembled Mofcs and John Baptiil—attended our Lord 
on the mount—commiflioned to warn the lfiaelitcs, II. 273 
—threatened Ahab with a drought,-,274-f-proteCled fr*#m. his 
rage—fed by ravens, 273—lent to Zarephaji, and there mi- 
raculoufly fupported with a poor widow, £ 77—raifed her fon 
to life—a«un reproved Ahab, 275—corffounded the worlhip- 
pers of Baal, and (lew the idolatrous priefts, 281—obtained 
rain by prayer, 284—fled for his life, 285—wifhed to die, 
286—had a Angular revelation at mount Horeb, 287—anointed 
Elilha—convicted and fentenced Ahab, in Naboth’s vineyard, 
289—reproved Ahaziah’s fervants, 290—called down fire fr£m 
heaven, 291—diligently vifited the fchools of the^prophttS;, 
divided Jordan—taken up to heaven, 293. „ 

Elisha, appointed to the prophetic office, JI. 297—attended ou 
Elijah, afleed for a double portion of his fpirit, 298—la¬ 
mented his lofs—took hisftnantle, with which he divided Jor¬ 
dan, 299—healed the waters of Jericho, v 300 —ctfefed the 
children at Bethel, 301—accompanied the confederate armies 
againft the Moabites, 303—multiplied the widow’s oil, 304— 
received by the pious Shunamite, 305—raifed her fon to life, 
306—vifited and relieved the fons of the prophets—his beha¬ 
viour and directions to Naaman, 309—detected and punifhed 
Gj&azi, 312—caufed iron to fwim—difclofcd the king of Sy- 
m couafcls—his conduit toward the Syria# army, 313 — 
4fc$Jtfcatened by jehoram, on ac&unt of the famine—foretold a 
fpeedy deliverance, 31 j—recompenfcd the Shunamite, 316— 
fjent to’ Daniafcus—confultcd by the king, warned Ha^ael, 

; 17—fent to anoint Jehu—attended on his dying bed by king 
oafh, 318—a dead body revived by touching his bones, 319. 
Enoch, the 7th from Adam, f. 43—walked with God, by iait)t 
44—ftudying to pleafe Hin^ 46—as in ]““ 
and in communion with Him, 48—aiTure< 

—tranflated to heaven, j. 9. • 

Esau defpifed and fold his birthright, I. 199—loft his father s 
benediction, 191—threatened to murder Jacob, 204—met him 
with an armed body—reconciled to him, 220. 

Esther, a captive Jewcfs at Shufhan, exaited to be queen, 
JI. 506—afraid to petkion the king againft the dcftruCtion of 
the Jews—at laft detwnined to do it, 509—failed and prayed. 
510—obtained favour with the king, 511—procured Hainan's 
dcftruCtion and Mordecai's advancement—and an edict in fa¬ 
vour of the Jews, 514. 

Eve. See Adam. , 

Ez|,a wrote the account q£tha|Je\vs return,* II^j^6 - and their J 
^building of tlic Tempi, ,470—eminent foir his learning and 
holinefs—relided at Babylon, obtained a commfflion from Ar- 
taxerxes, to go eo^crufalcin, 473—fafted and prayed, and; 
then travelled falel y with a large company, 475—reformed:' 
abufes, 477—Vept and prayed, on account of the general 
corruption, 478—engaged the people to enter into a covenant 

with:. 


f 

}■ 


m prefence,’, 
taVfihis accep 
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with God, 480—continued to teach, when fuperfeded as a 
magiftrate—a pattern to.miniilers, 481. 


» 2 5 * 356 * 36 >» 
}*&• 34 * • 344 * 


a. 


' r F. 

faith, neceflity' and effects of, I. 66, 8j, 99 
506. II. 89, 113, 190, 266, 276, 306, 

4*6, 460, +oi-, 511, 527, 53a. 

Fall of Adam, I. 16. 

falls and imferftil'ons of faints, I. 74, 89, 116, 131, 146, 186, 
v 2 34» 3*7. 33 2 » 376, 379* 4 22 » 43°- n - »°7* I,0 » M 1 — 

,7 *» **9 2 34» 2 *>»* 26 9* 28 S> 3 21 * 33 1 » 34*. 349* 
■ *3®*' i? 8 » 3 ? 9- 4° 2 —no objection to, but rather a confirma¬ 
tion ofthe feriptures, II. 83. 

forpMedtfi of injuries, I. 276, 28J, 287, 394, 425, 440. II. 
49,^105, 161, 165, 292, 315. 


t: 



BKIAH ca me to th 
334—ifijpiatcl 
pt a remarkable 


^ . O. 

Government f God, fovercign, myfterious, and holy, I. 6|, 9?, 
172, 196, 203, 225,-229, 23*, 24 2 , 257* *6i, s66, 280, 

337 * 35 2 » 354 * 464* 4^3. 490. 5*0- H. 41, 8j, tot, 108, 
12,-, J69, 214, 259, 326, 334, 40j, 408, 43 j, 468, 30,, 
503. See Affiiltions. u 

♦ H. jff' ' 

Hamak, incenfed at Mordeari’s refuting to reverence biftuJJ. 
507—obtained an edidl to dcilroy the Jews, 50$— in*i#<!*to 
% banqiet with the queen—dated, 511—yet iportifted by 
^Wordecat, prepared a gallows for him, 512—icquirtd to*ton- 
du& Mordecai with royal pomp through the city, 513—hanged 
*' ©it his r own gallows, 5x4. 

ah caiOCsto the throne, when |udah was in alow flatc, 
lately began ihc work of reformation, 33$— 
paflbvcT, 336—deftroyed idolatry, 338 — 
ifofpered—eminent in faith—attacked.by Sennacherib, pre¬ 
pared for a vigorous defence, 341—his unbelieving apprehen- 
fions, 342—his application to God, 343—delivered from the 
Aflyrians, 344— magnified in the fight, of the nations, 34^— 
luiraculouily recovered from a danger^u^fickncfs, 346—praifed 
God, 348—difplaycd his treafures tHjhe Babylonian ambafla- 
dors, 349—reproved and thrcatencd/iorjiis pride, 350—hum¬ 
bled himfelf, andobtoined mercy—prospered—died much la¬ 
mented, 3jr. • 

Uoufe andof God, to be valued, attended, and fupported, I. 

41, 88, rtjk.ibS, 502, 1L * 9 * 54 - 6o > l 2 7 » 

' 13*, 184, 208, a*7, ?24, 339 ^ 171 * 47 2 » 49 s - , •% 

jhpoeriiu, their chara&fr, fin, aftd dapger, I. 453—402, 471— 
4S8. H.42—80; \ 

• I. y 

Jacob,* chofen of * God in preference to Efau, J. 196—his 
'mothers favouricc—purchafed Efau’s birth?riglit, 199—ob- 
- • tained 
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tamed his father’s benediction 200—fled from Efais, 204—I 
vifion at Bethel, 20&—came to LIban, zio—married Leah, 
then Rachel, 2 11—incrcafed in fubftaijfc. 2J3—left Laban, 214 
—purfued by him, but delivered, 218—had a jriiion of Angela 
— prepared to meet E fa u, 219—wreftled tfcith Cod, 220—re¬ 
ceived by liftu with kindnefs, 2/4—fettled aj Succoth, 226— 
removed to Bethel, where God appeared to him again, 227— 
afflicted by Rachel’s death, and his children’s wickednefs, 229 
—buried his father lihac, partial to Jofcph, 230—mourned for 
him, 231—fent his furs into Egypt, 232—raihly concluded alt* 
againft him, 234—heart! of Joleph and went to him, *J5-r***^ 
tioduced to Pharaoh, 237—died in faith, 238. 

J 1:11 osh a ph at, his excellent chainAer, and attention to his king¬ 
dom, II.257—profj cred, under the Lord’s bleffing, 258—joined 
alxinic^with Ah.ib, 2«>i—vifited him, and accompanied him to 
battle again ft Syiia, 262—Renewed his endeavours for the pub¬ 
lic good, 264—delivered from confederate lioftp, 265—deftroy- 
cJ idolatry, 268—again and again allociatcd with the profane 
court of ifrael, and fuffered foi it, 269. 

Jeukm i ah, called to the prophetical office, II. 385—-fecoudcji 
Joliah’s attempts for reformation, 386—refeued from the mcji 
of Anathotlft 387—difeouraged, 388—apprehend Ai an^ ar¬ 
raigned, acquitted, 390—fent Baruch to read his prophecies, 
391*—wrote to the c«piives in Jiabylon, 392—his conference 
Jjjj^.Zedekiah, 393—call into pnfoo, favoured with revelations, 

f "rclcaicd, bcldly reproved both the king at^d people, 
—call into a dungeon—coniulted by Zedekiah, refcui; 
dmelech, 39C—continued a piifoncr, till Jcrufalem 
taken—favoured by Nebuchadr.e'/./.ar—dwelt in J udea—carried 
into Egypt, 397—a patieru to all, efpccially to the miniftettj^ 
Chrft, 39^—his imnrcc.ttionsjccnfidered, 40^ 

Jerusalem beliegcd, taken, and deftroyed, 1K383, 393, \ 

4°6. ... • 

Job, the reality of his hiftor)*, I. 304—lived before Mofcs, 

-y his cafe inftruClftc, 307—his excellent character, 308—1 
high £ank, 3:9—religious, 310—ch^itable, 311—dear toGod, 
yet expofsd to Satarf’s temptations, 313—deprived of his fub- 
itan-.:e and child rcd 5 *gyg 6 —fubmitted, 318—afflifted with a 
grievous difrafe, 32o3^ferfaken by his acquaintance—tempted 
by his wife, 321—maintained his integrity, 322—vifited by 
three friends, 326—betrayed impaticitff, 3^8—accufed of hy« 
pocrify, vindicated his finccrity, yet blamable, 329—haraffed 
by Satan, 333—ccnfurcd by EUhu—-add retted by Sod himiclfj 
3 J6—humbled and recqttredjjf 337—rettored tor' prosperity* 
340. • 

Jonah probably wrote His own hiftory,* II. 321— 5 * prophet* irf/ 
Ifrael—fent to Ninentaffc—refufed to go, 322—failed to Tar- 
Ihilh—overtaken 321—cart into the fra—fwallow*/ 

cd by a filh, 5decried to God—delivered, 32b—went ar.d 

preached to the Ninevites, 32;—repined at the divine .jftercy 
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to them, 329—grieved immoderately for his gourd—reproved 
by God, 330. 

Joseph, hated by his brethren, I. 244—his dreams, 246—fold 
to Midianites, 247—taken to Egypt, and -bought by Potiphar, 
248—had the Lord's prefence and bleffinn; in his fervitude, 249 
•-refilled the folicitatioiis of his mi&refs, 251-^-accufcd ana 
thrown into prifon, 255—favoured by the jailer, 257—inter¬ 
preted the dreams of the king's officers, 258—forgotten by the 
chief butler 259—brought before Pharaoh, to interpret his 
» dream, 264—made governor over Egypt, 265—married, 268— 
iflied.com out of his ftores, 269—received his brethren, 
lifeovered himfelfto them, and fent for his father, 275— 
corn to the Egyptians, 279—vifited his fick father, 280— 
buried him, 282—comforted his brethren, 284—profpefed— 
"dtedib faith, 287—typified Chritf, in his fuficrings, 292—ad- 

* vanCement, 295—the oenpfits of his government, 290; 

Josh VA, the means of accortplilhing wonderful events, I. 492— 
the attendant of Moles, 493—appointed his fucceflor, 495—re- 
' ceived gracious provnifes of fupport, 406—led the people thro’ 
Jordan into Canaan, 498—ipvcited and conquered Jericho, 503 
—fubdued Ai, $07—his condudl towards the Canaanitcs vindicat- 
cd|5 0 9-^ re g u latcd the government and the divine fervice, 513 — 
alwmbled and exhorted the elders before his death, 514—a pat¬ 
tern to magiflrates and mailers of families, 516—typified the 
Saviour as Captain of the’Lord’s hofts, 52c—called by* the 
fame name, 52 1 *-fent by a divine commiflion, 522—fittfed*fpr 
office, 523—conduced the people, 924—fubdued their 
W^Rmies by fecbleft means, 526—fpared and received thole, 
who would fubmit, 52^8—dellroyed his oppofers, 529—and fix- 
>is people in the promifed inheritance, 531. 

Foil A H, his eariy accelfion to the throne—piety, Hi 369—zeal < 

* reformation, 37X—fulfilled^ remarkable prophecy at Bech- 
•reftored the temple fervice, 373—diftreffed, upon hearing 

law, 374—read it to the people, and bound them to the 
Uord bv covenant, 376—celebrated tbtf palTover, 378-igun- 
equallcd for his zeal, 380—wounded in fighting with the king 
or Egypt—lamented at his death, 381 
Isaac, the child of proraife, derided b^^UTiael, I. 174—accom¬ 
panied his father to the mount MofjpPWubmitted to be bound, 
176—prefigured Chrift, 179—a man of meditation—married 
. Rebckah, 182—grayed for a child—partial to hl'au, 184—dri- 
vjen by Ctmine to Philiftia, 183—received divine promites— 
equivocated > concerning hiswtfe^ 186—haraflld by the Philif- 
_2ines. conwrtcd by the Lord^.ig?—in total blindnefs, 489— 
deceived by Jacob, .who .n*m. his -benedidion, 150*— faw 

* the two brothet£ / TecGncUed—died, 493. 

Jujget, date of the Ifraelites under them^and their office, II. 3, 

L . "%% * - 

tor intended Abraham in hi* pilgrimage, I. i3<Wcpa ated fnm 
him and chofe his abode at todoui, 133—giuvcd and perfect- 

eu 



ed there, 136—taken prifoner—refeued by Abram, 137—vifit- 
ed by two angels, and inforined of Sodom's deftruftien, 138— 
warned his fons in law, 1397-Ied out of # Sodoni, 140—netition- 
cd for Zoar, 141—loft his wife, 144—fled from ^oar—betrayed 
into drunkennefs aiul inceft, J46, 




£ 


hlrgifirates, inflru&cd from Jdfeph, I. 26<£<4Jo(hua, 516—Eli, 
11 . 10—Solomon, 219—Jchoihaphat, z6c—Joftah, 371—Ezra, 
479—Nehemiah, $98. 



' pi 

Jeremiah, 399— 


humbled himielf—prayed—obtained mercy, 359—reftoredtb, 
his kingdom—gave full proof of hisjiemtcnce, 362-^but Could 
not repair'rhe mifehief he had dooa, 30;. 

Marriages of believers nvitb unlelieversfof mpft pernicious tendetf* 
cy, I. 56.-11. 231, 243', A77, 499. 

Ma/lrrs of families t , their duty, I. 115, 310,517.—II. 29,131,377, 
458.* # , 

Mki.ckisedf.c met Abram and blefled him, I. 150—prefigured 
Chrift as being; both king and* pried, 155—king of righ^Af- 
nefi and peace, 156—161—as a pried, .inftru&ing, facrifi^^, 
interceding, 162—166—reprefented alfo the unchangeable na- 
tuje and minidry of Chrift, 167—170. 

Meshach.— See Shadrach. 0 - 

M.nifers , inftrufted from Noah, I. 62—Mofcs, 440— 

—Samuel, 29, 34* 37 —Solomon, 219-j-Micaiah, 253—ElljSk, 
282, 290, 294—Eliiha, 306, 30R, 310/^18— 

404—Daniel, 454—Ezra, 479, 481. 

.Mordecai, porter in the palace of Ahafycrus, too—rciuie< 

to reverente Haman, .507—dirtrefled by the edift for the d^ 
llru&ion of the Jews, charged Either to iaterpofe for theiijF* 
t09—honoured for*his fidelity to the king, 513—advanced £0 
Haman’s place—influence for the protection of the Jews, 
514—continued th v eiHft*m friend, 517. 

Moses, ftate of religijn^and of the liraelitcs at his birth, I. 343-*- 
concealed, 349—the river, 350—taken up and 
adopted b/Pharaoh’r^Sghter, 351—joined the Hebrews, 354 
—rejected by them, 3sS-i*fled for his life to Midian, and dwelt 
with Jethro as a Ihepherd, 361—had a revefittion from God at 
mount Horeb, 369—unwilling to accept the ccmmiffion given 
him, 373—fubmitted, and ^£jyu*ted for Egypt, 376—oWigedT 
to circumcife his fon, 377-^|owd by Aaron, went to Pharaoh 
—repulfed, 378—difecuraged^y^—made a fecond attempt with 
Pharaoh, 381—wrcugbtpSiracles, 382— 4 ed^ Hebrews out of 
Egypt, 387—P urlu< *&j£x Pharach, 338—diviflcd the Red Sea, 
390— law the Egyp»Atf drowned, and praifed the Lord, 391 — 
meeknefs, 394—rficed ftrnis office, 396—ccnduftedtlie people to¬ 
wards Canaan, 398—unmoved Dy their murmurings,*399^fniote 

* » ! the 
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the rock, 400—overcame the Amalekites, 401—vifited by Je¬ 
thro, 403—relieved by affiftants, 404—-received the law from Si¬ 
nai, 405—praygd foiLthe people, who were committing idolatry, 
410—again .admitted to an interview with God upon the mount, 
416—defcended with a vifible luftre, veiled his face, 418—deli¬ 
vered the or^idartces, 420—departed from Sinai, 421—difcou- 
raged, 42a—■aflilled in his office,by 70'eldcrs, 423—reproved for 
his unbelief, 424—reproached'by Aaron and Miriam, 425— 
diftrefled by tM report of the fpiea, 426—oppofed by Korah, 
427—finned, when he fmote the rock for water, 429-^-faw 
Aaron die, 432—lifted up the ferpent of braf£—fubdued vari¬ 
ous enemies, 435—vindicated in his condudt as a magiftratc, 
*34—diftrefled, when informed that he mull die^— defired a 
focccffor, 435—laboured, to the dole of life, 436—prophefied 
of Chrift, 437-»-dic^|4j8—buried, 439—a pattern to aunifters, 
440—a type of Chnft, 443. * 

Murder, its neinoufnefs and puniihment, I. 40. 


jjrw 

from 


n; 

Nature, buman % corruption of, I. 25—28, 32,49, £5, 58, 63, 73, 
82, 131, 139, 147, 343, 466. II. 79, 145, 232, 270, 329, 
Jfca, 3 54» 357# 4H- Scc F *™ °f Saints. • 

NTCuc h adn tzz a r , fucceeded to and enlarged his father’s domi¬ 
nions, 406—his magnificence, 407—pride and opprefiion, 409— 
had a revelation of the kingdom of Chrift, 410—fet up anom- 
menfe idol, 41#*—his conduct towards the three pious Jews, 412 
warned of God in a dream, yet lifted up, 413—depofed 
un his kingdom,^! 5—reflored, changed, he praifed God, 

4 l 7 - 

Nihemiah, cupbearer to Artaxerxes, II. 485—diftreffed for 
the low ftate of JerufrUm, 48(7—went with leave of the king and 
repaired that city, 487—reproached and oppofed—his faith and 
diligent attention, 491—his liberality, 493—flood firm againll 
/the various devices of his adverfaries^'494—his care for the 
government of the city—caufed the (criptures to be read, 496 
appointed a fall, and bound the people by a covenant to ferve 
God—dedicated the walls to God, 497—at his fecond journey to 
Jerufalem, found and correded various a&ufes, 498—appealed 
to God, refpefting his fcrviccs, 500* 

Do ah, the wickednef9 of the’ world in his time, I. 55—defigped 
for eminent fervices, 59—his holy charader, 60—defpifed of 
men, 61—found favour with God, 62 —acquainted with the 
purpofe of the deluge, 65—btfilt the ark in faith, 66—pre- 
fcrved in it, 68—came oudfjful offered facrifice, yi —received 
promifes, 73—faw'the world again corrupt, 74—fell into the 
fin of drdhkeqggfs, ^5—recovered—-fcretold the ftate of his pof- 
terity.76. 


OrJinanctt. See Hauft *f GeJ. 


O. 


Pmn tt. 



I R D E X. 


P. 

Parents, their partiality to their childran condemned, 1 .185, 190, 
230,245—mould inflruft and corred theis children, I. 115. 
11. 6, 10, 13, 24, 30, 157, 163, 178, 21*8, 302, 427—regard 
due to them, I. 182, 283. II. 97. * 

Patience under ajfl.tfions, 1 . 178, 234, 3x8,425. II. 15, 109, X59, 
161, 204, 286, 351, 401,531. See Jffli&ions. 

Perfecution for rigbteoufnefs 9 fake, I. 38, 42, 61, 176, 256, 449. 
If- 93> *3*' -02,302, 356,401,429, 455,491, 494, 516, 
518. 

Pharaoh, an avowed enemy to God, I. 446—rejefled the peti¬ 
tion of Mofcs and Aaron, and defied Jehovah, 447—perfecuted 
the Ifraclitcs—unhumbled under all the divine judgments, 450 
•—terrified, but unwilling to fubmit to God's terms, 453—con¬ 
fined his guilt, yet impenitent, 457—purfued the Hebrews, 
460—drowned in the Red Sea, 461—his obduracy and dcftruc- 
tion, how aferibed to God, 462—exhibits the depravity of our 
nature, 466.—a warning to finners, 467. 

Polygamy , its finfulnefs and bad confequences, I. 101,211. II. 
108, 157. 

Pra)tr , efficacy of, I. 113, 184, 220, 340, 390, 401, 410, 414, 
417, 426. II. 27, 30, 173,217,266, 285,299, 304, 344, 
34 6 > 361, 4S7* S ,r - 

Prophecies of the Saviour, See Redeemer . 

Providence, See Government of God, 

Pfilms of David, prove his ardent devotion, II. 103, 118, 129, 
168.—his repentance, 148—excellency of—deferibe the Savi¬ 
our, 194—the curfcs in them confidcred and juftified, 196. 

Puiim , feaft of, IT. 516. 

• 

R - 

Race, Chriftian life compared to, II. 529. 

Redeemer, promifed and revealed, to our firll parents, I. 23—-to 
Abraham, 81, 107, 124—to Ifaac, x86—to Jacob, 207, 22 1 9 
239— to Job, 331—to Mofes, 437—to Balaam, 480—to Da¬ 
vid, II. 133, 168, 188, 194—to Jeremiah, 394, 400—to Ne¬ 
buchadnezzar, 410—to Daniel, 462—to Zechariah, 472—pre¬ 
cious toall the faints, 525—how to be regarded, 532-typified 

by Adam, 1 . 28—Noah, 60—Melchifedec, 154, See, —Ifaac, 
174, 179—Jofeph, 200, &c.—Mofes, 398,407,417, 443—the 
paflover, 385—the Jewifh facrificcs, 421—the brafen ferpent, 
433—Jofhua, 520, Sec, —David, II. 118, 139, 198, Sec ,—Solo¬ 
mon, 237—Jonah, 328. 

> 

S. 

Subbath to be obferved, I. 7.—II. 499. 

Sacrifices , appointed with a reference to Chrift, I. 25, 36, 72. 

Sa mu el, granted to the prayers of his mother, II. 22—his coif* 
duft and employment when young, 23—commiffioned to reprove 
Eli, 24—eftablifhed as a prophet, inftrufted and prayed 
Vol. II. N n for 
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for the people, 26—his integrity and diligence both as a juc/grf 
and as a minitter of religiqji, 28—di (trotted by the bad conduft 
of his fons, 30—rejected by the people, anointed Saul, 32—re- 

£ roved and condemn^! him, 35—grieved for him, 37—anointed 
>avid—founded the* fthools of the prophets, 3b—laboured to 
the laft—died in peace, 39. 

Satan, driven out of heaven, I. 16—tempted Eve, 17—Job, 
314, 325, 333—David, II. 169—tempt6 faints, 89. 

Saul, an inllancc of diffimulation, 11 . 42—his extraction and 
appearance—conducted to Samuel, 44—anointed—received an¬ 
other heart, 45—prophcficd, 4'.—modeft and forbearing, 47—- 
’conquered the Ammonites—acknowledged king, 49—facri- 
ficed contrary to Samuel’s directions, 50—rcpioved—and con¬ 
demned, 41—not humbled—prelcrved a (hew of piety, 53—his 
rafh imprecations, 54—obtained various fuccettes, 55—destroy¬ 
ed the Amalekites, but fpared Agag and the beft of the fpoil, 
56—convicted by Samuel, 57—rcjeCtcd—not a true penitent, 
01—his rejection, how reconciled with God’s unchangeablcncfs, 
<*4—troubled by an evil fpirit, 69—preferred David, but foon 
jneenfed at his popularity, 67—afraid of him, 68—gave him his 
daughter in marriage, 69—fruttrated in frequent Attempts to 
' kill him, 70—continued to nerfecule him, though twice being 
fpared by David he relented, 72—terrified by the Phili(lines, 
confultcd a witch, 74—confounded by Samuel's appearance, 
77—overcome and wounded in battle, 78—deflroycd liimfclf, 

79 * 

Scriptures* their truth and excellence, I. i. II. 82—infiruCt us 
by examples, 1. 3—how to be fludied, 149—afford univerfal 
direction, II. 2.1—to be highly valued, 377, 480, 498. 

Servants, intruded and cnc/vc^tlgcd from Jofeph, f. 25^. 

Shadkach, Meshac 11/and Adednbco, defendants of Da¬ 
vid—their fituation Babylon, II. 421—promoted, 422—rc- 

fufed to worlhlp the golden image-*-accuu*d befoic the king, 
423—call into the furnace of fire, 429—taken out and rcltor- 
ed to honour, 431. 

Solomon, foretold — called by Significant names, IE 212 — ad¬ 
mitted to the regal office—punillied offenders, 213—his attention 
to religion, and the Lord’s favour to him, 215—afked and ob¬ 
tained wifdom, 2 16—his difeemment in judging, 218—his 
peace, profperity, magnificence, and underflanding—one of the 
infpired writers, 220—built the temple at Jerufalem, 221 — 
dedicated it to God, 222—obtained freih aflurances of divine 
regard, 22$—cre&ed palaces and fortified cities, 226—extend¬ 
ed his commerce by navigation—frequented religious ordinances 
-—vifited by tfte queen of Sheba, 227—-admired by lurrounding 
nations, 229—declined thro' his love of women, 230—difpleafed 
God—oppofed by Jeroboam—probably a penit^gt—wrote Ec- 
defiaftes to warn others, 235—typified the Redeemer, 237. 
SuhmiJJion. See Patience. 

Suicide) the (in of, II. 80. 

9 T'esnpta.'so/r, 
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I N d E X. 


T. 

Temptation, I. 18, 751, 314, 333. ScoSa^aii.* 
'Types. See Redeemer. 


\V. 

Worfiiip. See Houfe of God. 

Y. 

Yourg per/tne, Jhould be mode ft and difcreet, II, 48 —exhorted to 
religion, 217, 242, 339, 368, 450. See Children. 
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